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PREFACE 


When  the  author  commenced  work  on  this  book,  about 
two  years  since,  he  had  become  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  some  attemiDt  should  be  made  to 
bring  forward  the  record  of  history  from  the  time  when 
Thompson  and  Prime  wrote,  to  the  present.  During  the 
thirty  years  that  had  elapsed  since  the  writing  of  the  last 
History  of  Long  Island,  a new  generation  of  people  had  en- 
tered upon  the  field  of  life,  and  the  greatly  increased  num- 
bers of  our  population  seemed  to  demand  a more  available 
history  of  the  past.  At  the  same  time,  those  thirty  years 
had  developed  many  and  important  changes  in  the  history  of 
the  Island  or  County.  During  that  time  wo  had  made  more 
history  than  for  a century  before,  and  the  times  seemed  to 
demand  the  production  of  a work  which  should  retain  the 
principal  historical  items  of  the  former  period,  to  which 
should  be  added  ^ a continuation  down  to  the  present  day. 
Then  it  appeared  that  a more  complete  effort  in  the  matter 
of  description  than  history  generally  received  would  add  to 
the  interest  of  the  work.  Lastly  it  appeared  that  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  whole  field  of  Long  Island  would  be  an  undertak- 
ing too  great  to  be  accomplished  within  a reasonable  length 
of  time,  and  would  retpiiro  a volume  of  such  size  and  ex- 
pense as  to  be  beyoiui  the  convenient  reach  of  the  mas;  es, 
and  would  thus  prove  a pecuniary  failure.  Acting 
th.  se  impressions  the  compiler  set  about  the  work,  ,m)i 
but  a very  imperfect  idea  of  the  amount  of  labor,  perple\i[y 
and  time  that  would  be  re«iuired  to  carry  it  to  a succes-dii) 
end.  Ho  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  however,  that  the 
work,  thcugli  it  has  required  a larger  outlay  than  he  antioipa- 
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ted,  is  more  complete  and  more  thorough  than  he  intended  at 
the  outset  to  make  it.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not  perfect — 
not  as  nearly  so  as  he  would  have  been  pleased  to  make  it. 
Nevertheless,  a reasonable  amount  of  pains  have  been  taken 
to  avoid  mistakes,  and  to  insure  as  far  as  possible  correctness. 
But  in  this  point  the  compiler  meets  with  numerous  difficul- 
ties. He  experiences  perplexity  at  times  for  want  of  sufficient 
information,  and  at  other  times  on  account  of  too  much  in- 
formation. In  consulting  different  authorities  on  the  same 
points  there  often  appears  such  discrepancies  that  the  in- 
quirer turns  away  in  disgust,  and  despairs  of  finding  tlie 
truth.  In  these  sketches  very  many  important  items  have 
been  omitted  on  this  account — because  the  various  authori- 
ties from  Avhom  they  must  be  gathered,  could  not  be  recon- 
ciled. The  author  does  not  claim  this  Avork  to  be  free  from 
the  power  of  cidticism,  by  any  means,  but  would  ask  in  all 
seriousness  that  those  Avho  feel  disposed  to  censure  or  criti- 
cise Avill  first  make  sure  that  they  knoAV  more  of  the  items 
they  question  than  the  author  dues,  before  setting  iiim  down 
in  error. 

To  relieve  the  monotony  of  digging,  and  searching,  and 
solving  contradictory  problems,  Avhich  this  work  has  cost,  the 
author  remembers  Avith  a grateful  heart  the  many  favors  he 
has  received  at  the  hands  of  his  friends — generous  deeds  and 
kind  Avords  of  encouragement,  Avhicli  have  fallen  at  times 
like  sun-beams  across  his  path,  and  inspired  him  to  persevere 
in  the  work  he  had  set  about. 

Taking  this  means  to  return  the  most  sincere  thanks  and 
heartfelt  gratitude,  to  the  scores  of  friends  avIio  have  ren- 
dered lorn  assistance  ill  the  enterprise  of  prep  iring  these 
SketoliCo  of  Suffolk  County  he  lays  down  the  ijcii,  and  hands 
the  book  over  to  tlie  jjublic. 

Port  O'efferson,  L.  I.,  Dec.  20,  1873. 
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Till';  l>is('ovJ':ki"  or'  i.oNti  jslani)  liY'i  ii!':  -'j'li i:  sKrri,i;.M i'.n'I’ 

OL'  THE  WT'Sl'EltH  TOWNS-  -I'HK  Oli'l'c'li  i ioVJ-KNM  I'.NT — AXl; 
(iEMHtAL  HI.SCONTEN’T — EEO.'l  KlU!)  TO 

In  the  (';irly  p;irt  of  ItiO'.t,  llnir'y  ifinl.MMi,  an 

Kii;^lisliiiiini,  (‘iiqdoyc'il  i)V  ill'.'  Mutch  Mast  imlia  (,'oiu|iaii_y,  in 
till!  vain  scare])  for  a N'lrihwcst  ]»a.s.sa to  liivlia.,  vli'.cov(‘.rc(l 
the  West  eiul  of  TiOiig  Tslaiul,  at  the  time  li“  ex[»loi-i'(l  Nh'W 
Voilv  i*>uy  aiul  the  river  vliieh  heais  hi.-;  name.  lie  liah  h'.'cii 
iittcvl  out  hy  the  said  C'.mipaiiy  ill  the  I'arly  ]>art  of  the  .',ame 
year,  Avitli  a en'AV  of  twi'iity  ]vieked  iiu'ii,  with  a vesst'l  called 
the  “ Half  IMooii.”  This  exp. 'ditiou  saih.'d  from  Amstm-dam 
on  the  ‘J5th  of  lUan'h. 

While  exploring;  tlu'  neighhorhood  of  Tsh'W  York  Ikiy,  :v 
party  of  men  went  iisliore  from  the  “Half  hlooii,”  and  lamh  d 
on  that  strand  now’' known  as  (loiu'y  Island,  hein;^-  the  coulli 
western  extremity  of  lamg  kdmuL  .Here,  we  are  told,  tie  ) 
found  [)lnm  tr 'cs  ami  |tra[)e  \'iii  s gj'ovviuy  and  la'ariuy  Inot 
in  tlie  midst  la  tie.'  nntniored  'a  ilderues.s. 

Thus  it  a[)])e,ii''-:,  C'oiu'y  kilaiid  was  tlie  spot  wlu'i'i'  tie-  ii  ' .t 
W'lnte  mall  ev  : r set  foot  upwii  Hong  Island. 

't'u  memliei".  of  tliis  ('\)).'ditiou  also  rep.orted,  th.it  th  , 
found  greai  tuoiuier.s  of  hird  of  ditli'rent  kinds  on  flu  h.u  . ■ 

■ i undtitudes  of  li,^h('s  in  tin'  w.iti  rs. 
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A day  or  two  later,  as  a party  of  Hudson’, s men  were  out  in 
a small  boat  lisliing,  they  were  attacked  l>y  Iiiduuis  and  one 
of  their  numl)er,  Jolm  Coleman  l>y  name,  was  killed  by  an 
arrow  from  tin'  latter.  Hudson  ordered  him  taken  ashore 
and  buried.  The  spot  of  his  interment  was  called  Coli'uun’s 
Point,  to  comiiu'inorate  the  ev(Uit.  d’lds  plae(3  is  su])posed  l)y 
some  to  have  been  on  Ckrney  Island,  but  by  others  it  is  located 
on  the  opposite  or  Nt'W  Jers(;y  shore. 

The  first  discovery  of  Long  Island,  having  thus  been  rnadi; 
uiuhu-  the  auspices  of  tlic  Hutch,  they  laid  claim  to  its  owner- 
shi]>,  as  they  did  also  of  the  Island  of  Manhattan,  or  klaiihat- 
toes,  as  it  was  then  called  by  the  Indians. 

In  1011,  Hutch  merchants  came  over  and  c'stal dislu'd  a trad- 
ing post  with  the  Indians,  upon  tin*  latter  i.slaiuh 

In  1011  they  erected  a fort  on  Manhattan  Island,  vhich 
they  named  New  Amsterdam,  and  refused  to  acknowledge  the 
superior  claims  of  the  English  to  th(3  lU'ighboring  territory. 
The  same  year  Adrian  Block  .sailed  down  tlu'.  Sound,  on  a voy- 
a.g(3  to  Cape  Cod,  and  was  the  first  to  discover  that  Long  Island 
Wius  entirely  surrounded  by  water.  On  this  vo3uige  lie  also 
discovered  and  gave  name  to  Block  Island. 

Four  3’cars  later  Thomas  Hermer  sailed  uj)  the  Sound  fiauii 
New  England,  on  his  way  to  A’lrginia,  and  in  describing'  1 is 
passage  through  Hell  Gate  he  says: — “ We  found  a most  da  ■- 
geiwu.s  catar.iet  amongst  siiiidl  rock}^  i.slands,  occa.sioued  03 
two  ane(|ual  tides,  the  one  ebbing  and  flowing  two  lion 
before  the  other,  ” 

h'he  Hut.'li  East  India  Comjiany,  under  v hose  eni])loy  Ho  t 
■ • u'l  had  diseev'  red  thi.s  part  of  the  American  Continent,  w.'- 
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in  1021  merged  into  the  Great  West  India  Gompany,  and  to 
tliis  organization  tin;  ‘‘States  Umn'ral”  grantial  tin'  exeliisivi' 
monopoly  of  trading  witli  the  natives  in  the  provinet>  ut 
New  Netherlands,  for  a term  of  twvnty-fonr  yiairs. 

In  the  year  Klill,  or  I,  tliis  Company  ai)i)oint(ul  Ptdc'r  iMin- 
nit  to  the  oiliee  of  director  gi'iu'ral,  or  governor  of  New 
Nettierlands  under  tlieni.  Piawions  to  that  tinu'  a h-w  liouses 
liad  been  erected,  and  \\  (‘re  oeenpied  by  tlu‘  Dntch  tcm])oiary 
settlers,  on  Manhattan  Island. 

It  is  (wident  that  the  matt(‘r  of  (;stablishing  ptn-nmiunit 
settlements  liei'e  by  tlie  Dutch,  rc'cdvtal  iit  iirst  Imt  little 
attention.  Tlie  main  c^l)j(‘cts  wliicti  tliey  sought,  wen*  flu* 
pecuniary  bem*lits  arising  from  a trade  Avith  tla^  Indians. 
Tin*  princi])jd  articles  ('xchanged  wci'e  .guns,  aiiiumuition  and 
rum,  tor  which  they  ni*ci\ivl  tur.>.  In  this  way  tlu*.  t*aily 
Duti*h  sjK'Culators  I'nrichcd  themselvi's,  by  placing  in  the 
hands  of  tlu!  Indians  tin*  instruments  and  (h'structivc*  eh*- 
mc'nts,  which  a few  yi'ars  later  mi'Ix*  turned  ^Yith  sueh  latal 
and  distn'ssing  conse(pu*nces  u[>on  the  innocent  white  settlers. 

The  lirst  setth'inents  under  the  Dutch  on  tin*  west  end 
of  Dong  Island  wen*  mole  by  individuals,  in  a hapdiazard 
manner,  just  as  circumstances  might  suggest,  without  any 
associated  attempt.-^  at  govi-rmiauit. 

The  lirst  white*  se*tths'  upon  Ijo'ng  Island  oi  whic*h  hi.^leiy 
gives  any  ace. runt,  was  cjiu;  Gt'orgi*  Jansen  ele  lhi]otlje,  ,i 
Pri*iVctiniaji,  \sho  (’stablisheil  hinisidf  during  the  ailminisl/;'-- 
tioii  of  peter  Afinuit,  in  tlu.*  vicinity  of  A\hdlabovd^  Pay,  in 
tin*  spring  of  the  year  PDS.  His  daughti*r  Sarah  Pa])uiie, 
born  June  Jih,  of  the  sann*  year,  was  the  lirst  child  ol  f.uv  - 
p , ii  piU'cir* -rge.  born  ujton  the  Island, 
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I 'i  •nn!t  I M 'll  I (U‘t  I Ir  ) III  / 1 1 'i  WIT  • Ifilii  InlllCM  1 (ill  l)0!!l  I till,  ()1 
l!ii'  I •j.ui'l  Ii'aily  ill  tin  : tnm-;  (,n  tli<  . it  .ni  \,y  tlic 

iJiitdi,  ami  on  tlu*  casteml  liy  tla^  Jaigliali.  Thus  it  v.ill  lu* 
soon  Loii'^-  Island  v,:i8  yij-tiially  cLiiiiif.l  ),y  thrco  dilthivui 
])()\V(‘rs,--tlic  Indians,  tlu;  l)ulrh  and  the  Ihiglisli;  llioiiyli  no 
vory  il(‘ree  nnsisniH^s  wvvc  talnsi  to  csialilish  tlu'  .siqiivnic 
ri;^ht,s  of  nitlu-r  in  oqjio.dtion  ti;  the  others,  'rim  Jhiylish 
allowed  the  Dnteh  t(j  hold  auiliority  o\'er  the'  ■warstei  u (lai  t, 
and  the  ]^>uteh  allowt'd  tie'  hhiq'lish  to  liold  aiithdrity  oscr  the 
easti-rii  part,  lloth  powan's  admitted  the  .siqjejim  claims  of 
the  Indians  to  the  lands,  and  neitlier  attenqiieil  to  force'  them 
away,  Imtin  all  ease's  i>nivhase'd  the'ii'  lands  of  Ihesu,  at  ]n  ice's 
whie-Ii  se'ean  le>  have'  bes'Ji  perreelly  sat isfactee'y.  thi  the  we  si 
enel  lar^'e'  Irae  ts  wei'e  pio'e  hast  el  by  the  ^'os  eTUor,  ami  by  him 
sohl  to  imli^i^lna^^  ee-  ee.mi)  inie.  ol  ^:e•ttler•-. 

The  lirst  rt'ynlar  setl  leineut  oi'  tin  l);di-h  towns  \vas  maile 
abeiiit  the!  ye'av  ItidO  e.r  seam  aflei'. 

iSlaves  were' introdneed  liy  the'  Dideh  v.'i-y  sooii  afte-r  their 
lirst  arrival. 

The^  te)wnis  s 'ttled  by  the  Dnteeh  are  as  follows,  whth  the' 
(hite!  e)f  thi'ir  settle'ine'nt  as  neai'  as  e-mi  be'  leerrne'el;  -llroe>Uyii, 
at  lirst  ealleel  Jlre'iK'kdeimlt,  meaniny,'  /e/'e/v/e  A//e/,  setth'il  in 
ItKIU;  I’datlamls,  eiriyiiially  ealle'd  Ni'W  Amesfort,  atte'r  a j-lae: 
in  Ilollaiid  from  whiieh  it  is  ])robabh‘  the'  tii's!  settler.-^  e,m:  , 
Sciiled  in  Itah);  I’lnsliiiie-,  nanu'd  by  the-  .Dutch  Adisse‘i.;>e 
iite'r  a lelae'c  in  Holhiml,  tirst  setth’el  in  Ibln;  I'hitbm-h  I..  i 
mii.mel  lAlid'A'oiit  eir  iM  iel-wood,  [iroliably  si^nifyinq  mieldl.  oi 
tin,'  wooels,  si'itlcilin  Idol;  .New  lUi'e'e.-ht  in  ldo7;  am!  1>..  !■ 
'A'ie'lv,  meanom;  W'oodteiwn,  in  Idhl). 
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Tlio  lolloping  towns  tliongli  in  the  Dutch  territory  aiul 
under  tlio  Dutcli  juri.sdiciioii,  were  scdtlc'd  hy  tiic  Ihrulisli. 
Ihunpstciid  in  lO-Kh  GruvoSiUid  iij  J(>jr),  Ciy.siu'rhay  in  i(ir)7), 
Jamaica  in  l(i5r),  and  NcmIowu  in  Kind.  The  tei’ritory  of 
Cty.stcrhay,  tiiough  :d  iii>T  elainu'd  l>y  tluj  Duleli,  remaimd 
for  many  yc^ars  in  a sort  of  neutral  ])osition,  and  linally  came 
under  the;  d(uninion  of  ( 'oiinectieut.  Tlie  ollu'r  four  towns 
wm'O  umhu'  the-  c>)ntr(il  of  tlu' goN'ermmmt  of  New' A m.sterdam, 
unlil  tlio  con(|uest  of  KKi-i.  'The  original  naiiu!  of  Newtown 
was  lMiddlel)urgh ; aiid  tlial  of  Jamaica,  JiUstdorjK'. 

The  Duleli  allow'i'd  Ihiglisli  immigraiils  to  ,seltl(‘  williin 
their  l)oi\lers,  ou  taking  the  oath  of  ailegiama!  to  tin;  State, s 
(ieneralaiul  tin'  West  India  ( 'ojiipany. 

'I'he  Tnigliah  st'lllers  on  hutch  terriliny  puivliasi'd  tlieir 
lamls  of  the  Indians,  hasiug'  iirst.  t)l)lained  license  from  the 
goveruvU' to  do  si).  These  lands 'were' gemu’ally  ])urehased  by 
i-ompanies  in  large  tracts,  ivliicli  were  a flenvai'ds  divided  u)) 
among  tin;  individual  propriel.ors. 

'The  inhabitants  of  the  Ihiglish  towns  in  liu'  .hideli  limits, 
W'tT’e  adlowasl  to  elect  their  own  local  ollicei's  and  jua.gisri’ates, 
Avliich  ('lections  hoWl'^a‘r  ww'rti  su])j('cfc  to  the  a])))ia.)bat ion  oi' 
la-jeclioii  of  the  goVv  I'lior.  The  (common  nu'tliod  seems  t«/ 
ha\c^  luH'n  ftU'  liu'  ])eo|'le  to  elect  doubh'  the.  number  ot  eandi- 
(lates  re(Luiis'd,  and  from  these  the  governor  nuule  Ins  choaa- 
oL  which  dn  add  act,  Th- had  tlieir  low  n-mc'etings,  ; i I 
niaiiaged  tiieij.  own  aifair,',  as  near  after  tlu'  model  oL  il:e 
to'-.us  mi  lie'  cast  t iid  cd'  the  Dland  as  theii'  circumsta'i.^  s 
would  alloN, , 

onlilvc  iln;  i.inglish  towns  of  huliblk  C’ounty,  whi'ie:  ilm 
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voice.  t)f  the  peoi)le  va.s  the  sovrrcipn  power,  the  Diitc-li  towji.s 
of  tht'  W(\st  eiul  wc'i'C  ,sul)jecte(l  to  the  whiiii.sieiil  duminiitioii 
of  11  ])igot,od  tyrant,  who  ludd  tin'  ])r('rog;itivea  of  granting- 
lands  to  sc-ttlers — of  inahing  laws  by  v liiel)  tliey  wc'i'e  to  l)e 
governed — appointing  th('  oilicers  to  enforee  and  exc'cnte'  tliose 
laws — hearing  and  deciding  such  eases  of  disagreement  as  lie 
clioso  to  call  from  the  liands  of  sidiordinate  magistrates  - 
ordering  churches  to  he  Imilt — instalJing  ministers,  and  dictat- 
ing wlimv  and  when  they  should  iireacli — and  in  fact  (‘xercising 
unlimit(‘d  authority  ovei’  the  peo[)le  in  all  tlieir  chaj-aeters — 
cor})orate  and  individual- — civil,  military,  social  ami  ecch'siasti- 
Cid.  He  tunployed  the  assistance  of  a council,  hut  that  hody 
of  professed  associati's,  Avere  sini})ly  liis  tools,  among  A\  hic‘li  as 
i'lsewhm-(‘  in  the  })ri>A  inci'  of  w Xetherlamh.  his  ow  n word 
was  tlie  higliest  law  . 

Tlie  governor  appoinh'd  magistrates  and  constaldes  in  (aieh 
(jf  the  Dutch  toA\-ns,  and  delegated  to  them  poAVi'i-  to  act, 
subject  to  his  discretion  and  pleasure.  .In  some  cases  the 
})eople  were  alloAVial  the  privilege  of  suggesting  mea.sines, 
Avhicli  if  approved  by  tin.'  governor  Avere  carried  into  etlect. 

The  Dutch  goA’ernment  at  New  Amsterdam  Avas  tlius  but 
little  less  than  an  abshlnte  monarc-hy.  This  burden  of  tyrann_y 
in  addition  to  the  peiils  of  the  wikh  rne.ss,  to  A\hi(di  they  w eri' 
eximsi'd,  and  tlu-  otherAvise  unfaA'orabliA  circumstances  A\it), 
Avhicl.  rhey  Arc.,e  surrounded,  in  a Asild,  iu'AV  country,  far 
renn.ived  from  the  adva.ntages  of  civilization,  }-endered  (!': 
situuti'Ui  of  I lie  settlers  under  the  Ituteh  jui'isdiction,  p('ct 
liarly  un}»h‘a,-:;..u  and  diseoiu'aging.  DiscontA'iit  arose,  and 
Ur  jhiiei'i-.-;  .i.hed  for  the  blossings  of  a more  secure,  ami 
1 ,o  .,',1  j ;‘;o\'( a' I i n iciif . 
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September  lOtli,  1050,  four  commissioners,  two  from  tlie 
Dutch  government,  and  hvo  from  the  United  Colonies  of  New 
England,  met  at  Hartford,  to  settle  if  possible  the  dis])utes 
which  had  risen  V)etween  the  Dutch  and  English,  respecting 
the  boundary  between  the  two  powers  on  Tjong  Island.  They 
decided  upon  a line  which  .should  commence  at  the  “ western- 
most part  of  Oysterbay  ” on  the  north  side,  and  extend  suuth- 
ward  to  the  sea,  as  a proper  division  of  the  territory.  Tliis 
line  however  was  not  wholly  regarded,  for  the  Dutch  governor 
still  persisted  in  his  claim  of  authoilty  over  the  town  of 
Oysterbay,  which  by  that  tisxity  belonged  to  the  English. 

In  the  Dutch  settlements,  the  management  of  church  alTuirs, 
like  all  other  matters,  was  more  or  less  subject  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  governor.  In  1051  he  ordered  the  erection  of  aHiouse 
for  public  woi^ship  at  Elutbusli.  This  was  the  lirst  one  erected 
under  the  Dutch  rule  on  Long  I.sland.  Its  dimensions  W(U’o 
thirty-five  by  sixty  feet,  and  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  liigh.  In 
1055  the  governor  directed  the  pt.;ople  of  lu'ighboring  towns 
to  assist  in  getting  out  timber  for  the  church.  It  was  proba- 
bly completed  some  four  or  five  years  latci-,  at  a total  cost  of 
4,037  guilders,  A guilder  was  ecpial  to  forty  cents  of  our 
money.  The  neces.sary  funds  for  the  erection  of  this  church 
Avere  raised  by  contributions  from  the  people  of  Elatbiish, 
and  neighboring  towns  avIio  v ere  united  Avith  them  in  churi.  h 
relations.  Assistance  in  the  enterprise  Avas  also  receivtal  t'lL  ■ t 
the  ,s  ttlements  of  I\)rt  Orange  (Albany),  and  Ncav  Aiust  n 
dam.  Governor  Stuyvesant  himself  contrilnited  400  guihh 

The  Dutcli  .si'ttlers,  as  Avould  appear  most  natural,  bro^ighl 
Avith  them  liu;  religious  inclinations  of  the  Fatherland.  Tin; 
Go  n lies  they  ..;Tabii,shed  Avere  uiuler  the  care  of  the  (Tc-  .i-, 
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of  Ain.stcrclam,  aiul  .so  cajiitimicd  I'ov  luoro  than  a century, 
hefore  an  indepeiuhnit  union  on  tlie  .same  model  A'/as  orgaiiizi'd 
ill  iVnnu'ica. 

The  popular  diseonti'iii  wliieh  seeineO  ail  tin-  time  to  l)e.  on 
tlic  increase,  -was  at  hast  ventilated  l)y  a meeting  of  nineteen 
delegates,  representing  the  ]H'ople  of  New  York,  llrookly]i, 
I'Tusldng,  Newtown,  Hempstead,  Flatlands,  T'latim.sh,  and 
Ciraveseiid,  who  met  at  New  Amsterdam,  L>e(-end)er  11th,  lOoO. 
They  then  drew  up  a reinonstraiice  against  tin:  arbitrary  meas- 
ures and  action  of  the  go^'erimient,  in  which  they  set  fortli 
their  grievances,  and  i)rayed  for  a relief  fisjui  the  oppression 
'Under  which  tliey  groaned.  OTiis  launonsl ranee  was  re.s})eet- 
fully  suhmittetl  to  tlie  governor  and  coum-il,  i)ut  tiu'y  made 
no  i»  ply  to  it,  heymid  di>[uding  tlie  right  oi  sojui'  of  tlu*  towns 
to  )>1‘  I'epre.smdi'd  in  ihe  dcl(‘galion,  and  pi'ote.sting  against 
tin;  mtadiug.  Two  da}'s  latc'r  the  vli'h'gates  pia  s(‘ute(l  a furtiu'r 
reiiionstrariee,  in  Avhi(;ii  tin  y intimated  an  intention  of  appeal- 
ing t(^  tlie  highest  powers  of  tlie  Netherlands,  if  they  eon  Id 
not  obtain  rcab'ess  for  tlnur  Iroubhes  lim-e.  At  this  suggestion 
Clov.  Stuyvesant  became  so  indignant,  tliat  lie  jieremptorily 
ordered  the  delegates  to  go  home  and  never  to  as;sembh'  again 
on  such  an  errand. 

Thus  the  situation  w. IS  made  wairseif  po.ssilih'  than  before. 
No  attem])t  a})])' urs  to  hav(' beeji  made  to  carry  out  the  iiintid 
intention  of  a)'pealiug  to  lln‘  Dutch  authorities  at  houii'. 

'I'o  lilt  tin.  e;i])  of  disi'oui'agenn'iits  and  hardships  uiid^ 
wlii-'h  the,  S'dtlers  lalioi-ed,  tlna’r  dominion  alauit  this  time 
infested  l»y  • Aa.nd  pir.des  ” and  thieves,  against  whost  j.ie'.r 
sii'us  the  gi'^eriiiUeni  oll'ered  but  a_  very  feehle  piahe'cti  e 

e.-'-'e  parti  ’‘.'.s/i'e  supi/Oscd  lo  be  wandt'riug  exiles,  who  h i,| 
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been  baiiishecl  from  t'lu'  colonies  of  Now  Eiiglaud  for  somo. 
misdemeanor  or  oilier. 

In  some  of  the  towns,  the  people  toolv  the  mattm-  into  theii- 
own  hands,  and  organized  ndlitaiy  conpianiiss  to  proteid  tlioir 
villages  against  the  approach  of  these  iiiaraiuling  \'agubonds. 

George  .Baxter  and  James  llnlibard  were  the  tw(j  deh'gates 
from  Gravesi'iid  to  the  imading  of  lOod,  'which  ju'cscnti'd  the 
offensive  rcinonstramu's,  and  it  was  to  tlie  former  that  (Jov. 
Stnyvesant  ascribed  the  authorship  of  tliose  document  ^. 
These  two  gentlemen  were  leading  spirits,  and  chailrr  nnin- 
bers  of  the  town  of  Gravesend.  Baxter  had  been  cnijiloycd 
as  private  siwietary  to  Gov.  Kieft,  and  had  also  lu'cn  apiannt- 
i’d  by  Gov.  Stnyvesant  as  a commissioner  to  ilie  trealy  of  liidO 
which  detined  tin-  bounds  bolween  tin'  Ihiididi  and  Butch 
jurisdiction  on  Ijong  Island.  Ig  lUoi  tliese  men  having  Ins  i. 
('haded  liy  the  people  for  tlie  olliee  of  magistrati',  were  set 
aside  by  the  governor.  It  a]>i)ears  they  liad  served  beh»re  iii 
the  same  capacity,  and  this  action  of  tlie  governor  in  c-jeetin,i 
from  olliee  those  whom  the  people  had  tried  and  found  faith 
ful,  gave  rise  to  an  ominous  storm  of  indignation.  At  hicli  tin' 
Avooden-legged  veteran  found  some  dillieiilty  in  (juietiiig.  lb' 
succeeded  however  l>y  enlisting  the  inlluenee  of  Lady  JJoody, 
a 'woman  of  prominent  standing  and  popular  conm'eliou'i  A\  it1t 
the  settleiuent.  Her  iidiiK'nce  among  the  peoide  restore  'I  . 
ciliation,  and  passive  iiceeptancc  of  the  governor’s  decision, 

I’inbug  there  was  no  eneonragement  to  hope'  for  i . b 
things  under  the  Dutch  rule,  the  English  settlers  detei  i oi.  l 
if  possil/i(-,  to  oldain  a connectii.ui  with  the  colony  <>  i'  n 
nocticur.  In  Eebruary,  .ItidJ,  thepeo[)le  of  the  English  .. 
.onler  the  in, tell  (whether  in  a body  or  rcpreseiited  by  ! ' 
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gates  does  not  appear),  held  a meeting  at  Hemi)stead,  and 
tliere  decided  and  agreed  to  dissolve  tlieir  compulsory  connec- 
tion -with  the  Dutch  government,  and  unite  M'ith  the  newly 
organized  colony  of  Connecticut.  A new  charter  had  been 
granted  to  that  colony  tlie  year  jirevious,  which  charter 
included  the  former  colony  of  New  Haven,  and  also,  according 
to  the  construction  placed  upon  its  liinguage  by  the  General 
Court  of  Connecticut — Avhether  that  construction  was  the  one 
intended  or  not — embraced  the  whole  of  Long  Island.  T(j 
this  interpretation  tlie  eastern  towns  had  gladly  assented,  and 
availed  themselves  of  its  benefits,  and  their  English  neighbors 
within  tlie  Dutch  limits  sought  to  do  the  same.  It  is  evident 
that  they,  having  long  been  burdened  witli  tlie  yoke  of  Dutch 
tyranny,  saw  in  the  new  charter  of  Connecticut  a gliinnier  of 
encouragement  to  strike  for  deliverance.  The  earnest  wislu's 
of  the  people  as  expressed  by  this  meeting  having  been  set 
before  the  General  Assemlily  of  Connecticut,  jMarch  10th, 
1003,  two  commissioners,  George  Wyllys  and  Mathew  Allyii, 
were  appointed  to  go  over  and  organize  tlui  government 
among  the  English  towns  on  the  west  end  of  Long  Island. 

Whether  these  commissioners  fullilled  their  mission  or  not 
does  not  appear.  The  histories  ari'  silent  on  the  subject  of 
their  further  action  in  the  matti  r.  It  is  therefore  probable, 
that  either  from  li.e  neglect  of  tlie  conimissioiiers,  or  the 
opposition  of  the  Dutch  governor,  the  project  of  annexation 
Was  abandoned. 

Thus,  no  eilbrt  of  the  people  to  rid  themselves  of  the  yoke 
of  bondage  was  .nii.  c(‘s,sful,  and  the  loose-jointed  and  unsalis- 
facii  .'  , .rate  i.i  . ilair.s  .seeiu.s  to  have  continued  till  the 
CO'  ■ e ' I :n  lUu ! 


cuiAr  rER  II. 


.SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  ENOLISII  TOWNS  OF  SUFFOLK  (X)UNTY  Ul>  TO 

THE  (JON(jUEST  OF 

In  the  year  1497  the  Eiiglisli,  through  their  represcutativci, 
Sebastian  Cabot,  clainiod  to  liave  discovered  Norih  America, 
from  thirty  to  fifty-eight  degrei's  north  Jatitudc.  Voyages 
were  made  to  ditlerent  parts  of  the  coast,  by  Englisli  navigat- 
ors, before  the  year  lOOG. 

In  IG‘10  King  James  I.  of  England,  granted  a imtent  to  tin; 
riymouth  Company  for  all  the  land  lying  ludween  forty  and 
forty-eight  degrees  north  latitude,  extending  through  from 
‘‘sea  to  sea,”  or  in  other  words  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Paci- 
tie,  though  it  is  evident  that  in  those  times  the  pc'ople  of  the 
Old  World  had  but  a very  imperfect  ide<a  of  the  distance 
through  the  “howling  wilderness,”  or  across  the  continent. 
These  bounds  of  course  included  Long  Island.  The  territory 
thus  granted  wms  called  Ne-.v  JAiglaiid,  and  the  privilege  of 
“planting,  ruling,  and  gosnrning”  it  was  given  to  the  lly 
mouth'  Cun/[  eu  v. 

n:ur  go .-.ntji.g  ihe  Pivn...nili  patent  m IGJl,  the 
St  its  patent  in  IGllS,  and  tlie  Connecticut  pideiit  in  loOi.  . 
IPyxiionth  council  on  the  22d  of  April,  1GG5,  granted  a pan  nt 
for  the  whole  of  Long  Island  to  William  Alexander,  .Lui  l ci 
‘■iaLiing,  Tlris  was  done  in  compliance  with  the  reejue^.-t  ci‘ 
o.‘'dcr  of  liing  Charles  1. 
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Ill  Jimo  of  tlio  .same  year  the  company  sniTi'iiJercd  its 
patent  to  the  crown. 

April  2(),  IGIK),  the  l^iarl  of  >Stirliiiy  a})})ointed  James  Tarrett 
as  Ills  agent,  to  disp(;se  of  real  estati;  on  Long  Island,  and 
authorized  him  to  act  liy  a jiower  of  attorney  t<j  that  el'le'ct. 

In  consideration  of  his  sei'A'iccs  hai  rett  was  allowial  to  tal'K' 
up  a certain  amount  of  the  laud  for  liis  own  lieiiejll,  nhei'cvei' 
upon  the  island  In;  might  choose.  In  exercising’  lliis  right  lie. 
made  choice  of  (Shelter  Island  and  Itoldiins  Islaiul. 

Earl  Stirling  died  in  IGIO,  and  was  succeeded  liy  his  son, 
who  also  died  a few  months  afterwards.  His  lu'ir  surrendered 
the  grant  of  Long  Island  soon  aftei-,  aJid  it  was  embodied  iji 
the  King’s  j)alt  nt  to  tin'  Dido'  of  \'nrk  in  IGGl. 

During  several  years  that  passed  between  tlie  tinu'  Stirling’s 
patent  was  abandoned  and  the  rec('})tion  of  tin'  new  eharl(‘r  of 
Connecticut  in  1GG2,  the  eastern  i>art  of  Long  I, ''land  was  not 
claimed  by  any  ])ower,  consc'qiieiitly  the  setth'j-s  held  the 
controlling  powi'r  in  their  own  hands,  and  disjxesed  their  gov- 
ernmental atfairs  according  to  tlu'ir  own  wishes.  Ituring  this 
interim  tlii'y  jviirchased  lands  of  the  Indians,  without  bi'ing 
obligi'd  to  obtain  jiatmits  for  the  same  from  any  other  source. 
Purchases  were  hovia  ver  regulated  somewhat  by  the  towns, 
and  aftoi'v.ard -^ubiv'et  to  eonliriu.d ion  by  the  governors  who 
pis  sidr  ! (V'W  me  v .'tony  under  ihe  Diihe. 

'Idle  t imliridiial  settlmu  nt  vrithin  the  bounds  of 

Siiltbii.  ( 'oiint , Was  in.ide  by  I .yon  (lardinei’  on  Cardin^  i’’.- 
Island  in  Idd'o  ][■,'  ^'.ns  ju-obably  the  lii’st  .English  setth.  r 
will::  ihe  teiair  no'v  oeeiijii  d by  New  .Vork  Stale. 

da  lo\',i;  I . us  \\  ert'  sol  I hal  by  the  English,  and  held 
ii';o  id sd  eoui:  >..]  u\'er  iheii'o’rni  aJhiirs,  until  the  urganizii-- 
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tioil  of  tlic  Duke’s  gov'crmiient  in  JOCl.  S(jutliiiini)t()ii  s.'ttled 
ill  1()1()5  h)')utiiol<l  Settlt'd  tile  suuie  ye;ii‘;  Ikistkiiiiiptim  iu 
1()1S;  Slielter  Island  in  1(552;  Huntington  iji  l(55.j;  Hrook- 
liaven  in  1(155;  and  Hiuitlitown  in  1(](55.  Oystei-hay  sidtlrd  in 
1(155,  as  is  also  stated  in  anotliiu'  elia})t(*i‘,  m.is  on  t(aTiloi  \ 
elainied  by  tlie  .Duteli,  so  tlie  Ireedoin  of  its  local  go\eninient 
was  in  a measure  restrieb'd  by  tin;  ])artial  eontrol  which  the 
latter  wei“e  able  to  exercise;  over  it. 

The  settlers  mytc  mostly  Ihiglishinen,  who  had  enngrated, 
and  aftej-  remaining  a short  tinn'  in  the'  e-ohmitvs  of  New  Hng- 
land,  came  across  to  the  Island  in  companies  of  c'ight  to  lU’ti'cn 
families  each,  anel  plaidc'd  themselves  In'rt;  in  indc[)endcnt 
cohude's.  Tdieir  numbe'i's  Mere  spee'elily  inerease-el  by  other 
companie's  eif  immigrants  joining  them. 

ddiey  M'cre  very  zealous  in  their  devotion  to  religious  mat- 
t(TS,  earnest  in  cherishing  and  extending  tin;  gc-nial  intlin'nc(i 
of  Christianity,  and  iirofound  iji  tludr  rcve'rcnce  for  the'  Hibh' 
and  its  teachings. 

Like  the  patriarch  Noah,  Avhose  first  act  on  enu'i'ging  fi-om 
the  ark  Avas  to  set  uj)  an  altar  ami  otter  saeritice  te>  Cod,  who 
had  preservcel  him  from  the  tlooel  Avhieli  hael  sAvalloAvcel  up  a, 
Avicked  Avorlel,  se)  one  ed‘  the;  first  acts  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Lejug  Island,  aftei'  huiding  iijxm  the  soil  of  a new  w o]l  1 : 

tee  Sit  Up  their  altars  anel  oJh/r  uj)  the  sacrifice  of  tha...':j  * 
h''ai'ts  to  llmi  A\ho  had  preseryed  tluan  aiul  bi'emgiii  i..n 
oaft'ly  lotla'r.  Before  the  echejs  of  the  Indian  Avar-A\  li'  p h .d 
dieel  aAvay,  or  the'  caiujj-tires  and  hunting  grounds  an  i a. 
Avanis  ed  the;  savages  AA'ere  sui,)planted  by  the  para|dien  'oi  . ,■ 

f '\dlizati<ui,  ttie  jmi'e  j)rinci[)les  of  the  Christia.n  religitm  • 

‘ "tabli  hod  ,iiid  culti\ateel  liere,  on  the  wild  shores  of  . n .> 


2G 


SETTLEMENT  BY  THE  ENQLISII. 


land.  From  religious  persecution  at  lioiiie  our  fore-fathers 
had  lied  to  this  new  country,  to  enjoy  tlie  exercise  of  their 
own  lil)eral  opinions. 

Tlic  organization  of  ehurehes,  and  provision  for  gos]Md 
preaching,  and  attention  to  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  colo- 
nies, were  to  them  matters  of  the  first  importance.  Tlie 
settlers  of  Southampton,  and  Southold,  were  organized  into 
clinches  before  coming  to  the  island,  ainl  brought  their  minis- 
ters with  them. 

The  churches  and  their  affairs  seem  to  have  been  regarded 
as  being  under  the  fostering  care  and  legitimate  charge  of  tin; 
people  and  oflicers  of  tlie  town,  in  their  organized  cajiaeity, 

Eai'h  town  was  at  first  an  independent  government,  tlie 
people  in  their  assemblages  making  their  own  laws,  and 
choosing  their  own  executives,  without  any  connection  or 
allegiance  whatever,  with  any  other  civil  power  on  the  face  of 
the  eartli.  Each  little  coloii}^  was  a combination  of  civil, 
military,  social,  and  religious  government.  Forts  were  limit 
and  garrisoned;  companies  of  militia  kept  organized  for  pro- 
tection; civil  laws  enacted  and  enforced;  the  social  condition 
of  the  people  guarded,  and  vices  which  threatened  its  w'ellfare 
punished  and  restrained;  churches  and  schools  established, 
and  ministers  and  teacliers  supported; — by  one  and  the  same 
authorit^^ — the  people  in  their  character  as  an  organized  town. 
The  exj.  rise  of  susiaining  these  various  departments,  includ- 
ing the  salaries  of  ministers  and  teachers,  was  nu't  by  a tax 
upon  tlm  peojile.  Assessments  w'ere  made  upon  each  indi- 
vidual in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  land  he  hail  taken  up 

Tlij  ' ns  kept  a vigilant  eye  upon  the  character  of  their 
inh\fii!..,nt  3.  IndwiJuals  who  iiroposed  to  join  the  settle- 
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ments,  were  generally  placed  on  probation  for  a term  of  from 
three  to  six  months,  and  if  at  the  end  of  the  term,  their 
behavior  and  character  was  approved,  they  were  admitted  to 
the  privileges  of  freemen  and  allotted  certain  proportions  of 
land,  with  a share  in  the  rights  of  other  settlers.  Committees 
were  appointed  to  investigate  tlie  character  and  reputation  of 
those  who  proposed  t(j  become  fellow  residents  and  freehold- 
ers. Whenever  the  character  of  such  candidates  did  not 
prove  satisfactory  to  the  townspeople  or  the  committee,  they 
were  directed  to  leave  the  jurisdiction,  generally  Avithin  a 
specified  time.  No  individual  inhabitant  was  fdlowed  to  sell 
or  lease  real  estate,  to  a stranger  not  accepted  l>y  tlie  town  or 
investigating  committee  us  a i)roper  person  to  Ijocome  a mem- 
b(‘v  id  the  colony.  By  enforc-ing  these  restrictions,  soeiety 
was  kci)t  measurably  free  from  the  presence  of  nndesirabh' 
neighbors. 

The  judicial  and  executive  functions  of  each  town  were 
exercised  by  two  or  three  magistrates,  a clerk,  and  a constable. 
These  officers  were  elected  by  the  people  at  their  annual  toAvn- 
meetings. 

Ill  the  toAvn  courts  juries  Avere  druAvii  for  the  trial  of  a case, 
Avhen  either  ]iarty  desired  it.  SeA'cn  men  Avere  re(piired  for  a 
jury,  and  a majority  of  them  Avas  competent  to  return  a 
verdict.  These  toAvn  courts  Avere  not  only  iiitrustod  v i..h 
judicial  power,  but  legislative  also,  and  freapiently  ])assed  i . v- 
ujul  ord(‘rs  which  Avere  accepted  and  enforced,  the  se.iuo  as 
tJ)Ose  passed  by  the  peoph^  in  their  public  congregati(niy. 

These  public  congregations  of  the  people  of  a toAvn,  -e 
held  annu.oiy,  for  the  election  of  officers,  enactment  of  sr-  li 
I , s and  ivgalations  as  tlie  times  required,  and  the  dea.uou 
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of  importiuit  ciises  of  disputo  lu'tweeu  iiidividiiuls,  or  ilu.' 
hearing  of  heavy  criniintd  cases  Avliieh  might  he  reforred  to 
them  from  the  suliordiiiatc  toAvn  court.  The  people  in  thi.s 
their  soveiT'ign  cai)acity  vs'i'e  called  the  (jeneral  cuurl  of  tln‘ 
town.  Whenever  imporhuit  imdters  rcMpiirml  iittenticm,  a 
special  session  of  the  geiuiral  court  was  crdled. 

Tlie  town  at  an  eau’ly  date  jKhjpfceil  precautionary  nieasur(*s 
to  guard  tlieir  society  against  the  sprcsiding  e^ils  ()f  intian- 
peranco.  Tlie  unrestricted  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  wiis 
forbidden,  and  the  few  wlio  were  iinth(/riz(‘d  to  d(‘ul  in  tlnoii 
jit  all,  were  held  responsible  for  tlieir  obedience  to  certain 
law’s  and  regulations  in  the  matter.  The  general  courts  pre- 
scribed till',  maximum  ijuantity  which  juight  lu'  sold  to  a siiigk^ 
iiiili\idual  within  .speeillrd  lime,  and  a heaNy  line,  or  iia- 
leitiire  of  his  licejise,  'was  the  penalty  iiujiesed  upon  the 
vender  who  should  disregard  the  ruh'.  Inu-keepers  w'eri'  not 
to  allow'  any  one  to  liecome  intoxicated,  or  to  eontinru'  drink- 
ing, after  a certain  hour  of  the  night,  under  penalty  of  bihng 
expelh'd  from  the  ])Osition.  Siieeial  regnlations  w'eri',  pre- 
scribed for  dealing  out  strong  drinks  to  Indians,  in  sonn' 
cases  it  wsis  prohibited  altogether. 

Sabbath-breaking  and  prohuiily  w'en'  cn’ines,  for  w'hieh 
most  of  the  towms  jirescrilied  punislnm'iit. 

Lying  slander,  mat  drunkenness,  w'cre  proviiled  Ibr  l>y 
rigid  I 'iiaei'meiits. 

The  ; h)eks  and  ilu^  w'hipj>ing-post  weri'  common  instrument,, 
of  punishment  iii  tlnise  da_ys. 

TTii  , ' vras  m)  Sieimi  or  combination  of  thesi'  to^^■us  into 
ooiEC  e.  . ,r  lid.  ” until  the  coinpiest  of  IOC  I,  when  the 
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^v]lole  of  Long  Island  fell  muler  tlic  English  govcrninont  of 
New  York. 

After  managing  .their  own  affair.s  in  an  indepemh  nt  manner 
for  a few  years,  the  Engl isli  towns  of  Long  Island  tliat  i\er(3 
in  possession  of  tlie  power  to  do  so,  volnnhirily  placvd  them- 
selves under  the  proteetion  of  the  New  England  colonies. 
This  was  dune  .by  the  difhnmit  towns  at  ditferejd  times. 
Sunthamptoii,  the  ib’st  to  take  the  step,  sought  the  invteetiou 
of  Conneetieut  in  KIM.  In  IGoT  Eastlnmi})ton  followed  suit. 
Krookhaven  did  the  same  in  1G50,  and  Huntington  followed 
in  1000.  In  1018  Southold  joined  tlu!  colony  of  New  Haven. 
Shelter  Island  appears  to  haw;  becai  united  in  its  goN'ei'umejd 
Avith  Southold.  These  Aw  re  all  the  inde[)emlent  towns  which 
had  been  settled  }»revious  to  the  year  1002. 

It  is  not  to  \)v  sU])posed  that  tlu'se  towns  placed  theniselve.) 
under  the  Ncav  England  colonies  heeause  their  eilorts  at  self- 
government  had  not  proAunl  satisfactory.  The  alliances  thus 
formed,  Avere  de  sired  for  the  better  proteetion  e>f  tlu'se  exi)e)S('el 
tejAvns,  aiiel  diet  not  subje'ed  them  to  the  e-endre)l  en.'  taxatiem  of 
the  Ncav  Englaiiel  eolonk'S.  The  territory  oe-eupieel  hy  tlu'se 
toAvns,  ne)t  having  been  elaimcel  by  any  eef  the  eolonie  s,  and  a^ 
it  appears  to  Iuia'C  Imeii  abaneloneel  by  the  Imlder  of  Earl 
Stirling’s  patent,  amis  in  a ])oor  eanidition  f<>r  ehliniet^  against 
invasion  by  he^^tile  lueliaiis  or  llie  Dutch. 

In  1002  eJa'.  eohmy  of  New  Haven  Avas  unite'd  to  ti.ai  <m 
Uojmeeti''nt,  and  a inov  and  jnem.'  lilx'ral  charter  graixicG  te 
the  nnite.d  colony  l)y  King  (diaries  II.  On  the  stienigUi  >a  a 
clause  in  this  new  charter,  including  ttie  ‘Mslanels  adja.  i 
Connecticiit  now  e-lainn'd  Ixoiig  Island.  This  claim  was 
.snletll),)  lice  loAvns  of  SuJtolk  County.  See  ing  tlw  |).ro\ i I 
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iu  the  new  charter,  wliicli  allowed  the  people  a voice  in  legis- 
lation as  well  as  the  election  of  their  own  oihcers,  these  tcnviis 
were  desirous  to  become  a part  of  the  Connecticut  colony,  and 
as  such  they  were  in  a measure  constituted.  Each  town  was 
represented  by  deputies  in  tlie  Colonial  Assembly,  and  was 
required  to  contriVuite  its  proi)ortionate  amount  of  funds, 
from  which  to  pay  the  general  expenses  of  the  government. 

In  1062  the  people  of  Oysterbay,  who  had  previously  main- 
tained a sort  of  neutral  position  l)etween  the  Dutch  and 
English,  expressed  their  preference  for  the  autliority  of  the 
latter,  and  voluntarily  placed  themselves  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  government  of  Connecticut. 

In  the  early  })art  of  1001,  the  General  Court  jn-oposed  to 
IHU-feet  the  new  arrangiumuds,  l>y  organizing  and  establishing 
courts  of  justice  in  the  towns  on  the  i.slaiid.  On  this  mission 
they  sent  the  governor  and  two  others,  who  called  a meeting 
at  Setaiiket  in  June. 

It  is  needless  to  inquire  into  the  arrangements  which  that 
commission  may  have  made,  for  whatever  tln'y  Avere,  tlu'y 
were  rendered  inoperative  by  the  opening  of  a now  epoch  in 
the  history  of  the  island.  That  epoch  was  the  compiest  of 
1601,  a revolution  Avhich  left  Long  Island  in  the  hands  of  a 


new  poAver. 


CHAPTER  Til. 


LONG  ISLAND  UNDEU  THE  COLONIAL  GOYEENMJiNT— FHOM  THE 

CONQUEST  OF  1()G4  TO  THE  IG^'OEUTION. 

TJio  year  1(5(M  was  the  coinmoncemeiit  of  a ii(3W  era,  Avhieli 
biii-st  upon  the  oi)pressed  English  toivns  on  the  western  part  of 
Long  Island,  like  the  light  of  better  days  to  come.  It  brought 
a revolution  of  atVairs,  which  revived  the  droo])ing  spirits  <d‘ 
a people,  whose  hopes  were  well  nigh  crushed  out  l>eneath 
tin*  tyrant’s  foot.  We  can  imagine  the  light  of  gladness,  and 
the  glow  of  rising  hope,  that  llashed  aertess  the  worn  fu(‘«.*s  of 
those  pioneers,  when  they  received  the  welcome  tidings,  that 
the  scepter  of  New  Netherlands  had  been  surrendered  to  the 
Duke  of  York.  KSomething  like,  it  must  have  beem,  to  that 
whicli  sparkled  in  the  eye  of  Israel’s  captive  children,  when 
IMoses  called  them  to  go  out  from  l)eneath  the  rod  of  their 
Egyptian  task-masters.  How  free  they  breathed  the  pure  air 
of  heaven,  as  though  a great  burden,  long  carried,  had  rested 
from  their  shoulders.  How  the  mist  that  had  fogged  tlu'ir 
ideal  picture  of  a good  government  vanished,  and  faith  iC., 
the  beautiful  details  of  peace,' liberty  and  pro.sperity  intcL-j- 
li  ;d,  and  brought  nearer.  The  prospect  was  indeed  •*  f.iir 
look  upon,”  and  it, inspired  fresh  hope  and  ncAV  energy  in  (in; 
des])onding  hearts  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  Engli  ni  roAvns  under  the  Dutch  had  held  a mass-nu  jc 
;•  „at  JuLLiiea,  in  Noveniber  of  the  year  jirevious,  to  d vec. 
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if  possible  some  memis  of  relief,  but  tliat  mec'iiiig'  weenie,  to  liave 
been  about  as  fruitful  of  good  results  as  former  demonstra- 
tions had  been,  and  no  more  so.  iloth  the  llnteli  mjft  English 
settlers  Avere  alike  prepared  to  weh'ome  any  reA'olution  A\hich 
might  })romise  to  libe  rate  them  from  the  nnjin.t  and  oi'l'en^u\'^.' 
rule  of  that  governmevut,  a\ hose  insults  lliey  endured  ’oeeause 
they  eendd  not  iiA'oid. 

On.  the  12th  of  I\lareh,  IdOt,  ('harles  II.  (jf  England,  by 
virtiK'  of  his  elaijn  to  this  ])art  of  ilie  Ainerie-an  Oontiiient,  as 
before  stated,  inade  a ginat  of  land  to  his  brollier  James, 
Duke  of  York,  ineluding  Avithin  its  hleeral  lioundaries,  tin' 
territory  then  oeeipned  by  tin'  l)uleh  at  New  A lustej'dain,  with 
the  Avlu'l(‘  of  I-oUg'  Island. 

'riu'  Jhilu'.  ininieJiahly  titleJi  oiil  an  e\p(\hli*in,  tv>  lak' 
])ossession  of  tin'  ilekl  eove'i'id  by  this  jutfent.  Eiehaid 
Nieolls  was  eommls:-:i(med  De'pnty  (loveasioj'  of  this  Oo]oii_\, 
and  liobei't  Carr,  Oeorgi'  (AirtA\  I’ight,  and  Sainiul  Mave  I'u  l., 
were  a[)[)(niited  to  assoeiate  w itlj  Jiini  in  goA'ei  ning;  tlu'  colonA . 
Under  their  eomiiauid,  four  shij»s  wm\3  send,  eai'rying  mmly 
ojie  hundred  and  lifty  gun  and  some'  six  hundi'e?!  Jin  u.  d’ln; 
ih'e't  arrivc'd  i]j  New  Aauk  Hay  in  August  of  ilu'  saieie  ^iar, 
and  Ced.  Nieolls  sent  word  to  (lov.  EtuyvesaJit,  demandiiig  a 
suria'inler  of  the  pj-emis-'s  anJ  fortilie.il  i.  »ns  lield  l*y  Jiiia, 
Coy.  SiuYvesajd  .h"  hrst  Oa.)utly  refused  to  (-oiip)!}^  wilii  the 
demano.,  but  after  a ,1‘e.w  days  s|K'ni  in  eonsnliatioii  wilh  ihe 
buj'gomastei's  and  iieoj)le  of  tin  eity,  and  linding  tin  la.itei' 
strojigij,  in  fa\e.r  id  such  a l oiirse,  lie  A\as  foreed  to  yield  io 
till'  popular  Si'iihiment,  and  ivith  men.h  r-.'hieta.nee  agi'ei.'d  t-> 
stir.  ,,  a 

ed.e-  the  ' ;i.ii:o,atie.'  oil  Alanhattaoi  J.ela.inl  lu  re  hohiin; 
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controversy  over  tlie  ,siil)jr-ct  (jf  .surrender.  Col.  KicolLs  and 
tlio  CoiiiniL‘:isioner,s  landed  at  Gravesond,  and  held  a eonanlta- 
tion  Avath  the  jieople  ot  tho  island,  anil  Gov.  Wiiithro])  ot 
Connecticut.  To  the  ineinhi-rs  of  this  nuadiny  la;  ('xhilhtcd 
the  DidiLo’s  patont,  also  his  own  commission,  and  those  of  his 
associates.  At  the  same  lima,  oilim  rs  W('re  sent  to  tin;  Eng- 
lish towns,  to  recruit  volunteers  for  .sca'vice  in  an  attack  u])on 
New  Amsterdam,  shordd  the  ohsLiuacy  of  the  governor  render 
such  a iiK'asure  ncces.sary. 

About  this  tiling  at  least  before  tin'  snmmder  was  made. 
Col.  Nicolls  and  his  associate,  c-ommissieners  issinsl  a procla- 
mation, dati'd  August  HOtli,  dirt'cti'd  to  lla‘  peopht  under  their 
])rospecti\v  jurisdiction,  in  which  they  jn’ornise  to  those  w ho 
shall  submit  to  “ Ifis  Atajesly’s  ” j-m  ernment  as  good  subjh'cls, 
the  pi'aeeable  enjoyment  of  “whati'U'r  Caid’s  bles-^ing  and 
tlnur  Imiicst  iudustiw  ha\  e furnished  them  w ith,  and  all  utliei 
julvileges  w ith  his  jMajt'sly’s  Eiiglisli  sidijects.”  J'y  thi  i 
means  the  peojile,  a\  ere  led  to  su[)pose  that  a goAsaainumt  wa:-. 
to  be  establislied,  in  w'ldch  they  yvould  lie  allowed  to  partici- 
jiate  through  tlnlr  chosen  ivpivsentativc's,  and  they  hailed 
with  ghubit'ss  the  installation  of  the  new  regime. 

Oil  the  2(»th  of  August,  old  styde  Gov.  Stuyvesant  agiua'd  to 
surrender,  and  the  governmeiiial  reins  of  the  colony  jias.s  h. 
into  Engli.Gi  hands,  lb-  i\  tired  ujton  a farm  in  the  neielih  - 
hood,  whieh.  lie  continued  to  occupy  until  the  time  e[  i., 
dciitli,  se'ceral  years  afterv/ard. 

It  tvas  w ith  much  iin v.ullingness  that  the  fornmrly  imh  ys-e-i 
( lit  Eiigli'h  towns  on  the  {'astern  jiart  of  lame,'  i .I'oeU- 
consentcvl  i > the  transfer  of  their  political  coniieclio.u  \.i  ; 
I e romig.. , uoiii  Crmnecticut,  to  the  Duke’s  govern  me.-,  i 
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Coimectieiit  also  at  first  insisted  upon  her  elaiiii  to  them. 
Gov.  Wiiithrop,  llO^Yever,  endeavored  by  his  inllnence  and 
authority  to  reconcile  both  parties  to  the  change. 

Colonel,  now  Governor  Nicolls,  and  his  associates,  calh-d 
together  a few  representatives  from  Coimectieiit  and  Long 
Island,  on  tlie  30th  of  November,  1004,  and  after  listening 
to  their  reasons  why  the  eastern  towns  of  Long  Island  slionld 
not  be  separated  from  the  allegiance  of  their  elioiee,  decided 
that  Long  Island  Sound  should  be  tlie  boundary  lietween  that 
colony  and  the  colony  or  jirovince  of  Nt;w  York.  To  this 
decision  the  colonial  deputies,  having  really  iiu  alternative, 
assented,  and  Long  Island,  for  the  tirst  time  united  in  its 
government,  came  wholly  biuii-ath  the  rod  of  English  royalty. 

In  Efbniary,  UKir),  in  ordir  to  establish  the  gse.'tanmint 
uniformly  in  the  towns,  Cov.  Nicolls  issued  a pioclaination, 
directing  the  people  of  each  towm  on  the  island  to  send  two 
depiitii'S  to  a meeting  to  be  held  at  Hmnpstead  on  the  tirst  of 
March  ensuing.  AVhen  the  dc'puties  assendtled,  tlu'y  were  so 
much  plea.sed  by  the  prospects  of  bettiu’  things  than  tlu'y  had 
before  enjoyed,  that  they  dianv  up  and  signed  a memorial  of 
gratitude  and  loyalty,  addressed  to  “His  Loyal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Y^ork. ” In  this  address  the  signers  express  tlnur 
humlile  acknowledgement  of  the  honor  Insstowed  them, 

in  being  made  the  suljjects  of  His  Ylajcssty’s  government,  and 
[)ledge  themselves  and  tlieir  constituents  to  tlu,*  ri'sped  and 
obedience  of  all  sueh  lavrs  and  statutes  as  shall  be  nnule  by 
virtue  ot  his  l\fajesly’s  authority;  naming  this  addr<sss  as  a 
memorial  and  i t'em  I,  to  witness  against  them,  should  tlu'y 
ever  tVil  in  the  h . harge  of  their  duties  as  loyal  subjects;  and 
pra  i-i,'  i »r  Hi.'  hji  sty’s  .-^pt  edy  consideration  i>f  their 
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“poverties  and  necessities  in  this  wilderness  country,”  and 
soliciting  1‘urther,  his  protection,  favor,  and  encourageinent, 


dominions.  The  deputies  wJiose  signatures  are  appended  to 
this  document,  represent  the  towns  of  New  Utrecht,  Graves- 
end, Flatlands,  Flatljush,  Busliwick,  Brooklyn,  Newtown, 
Flushing,  Jamaica,  Hempstead,  Oysterbay,  Huntington, 
Brookhaven,  Southold,  Southampton,  Eastham])ton,  and 
■Westchester.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  say  that  tlie^  latter 
town  Avas  not  on  Long  Island. 

Tliis  expression  of  the  deputies  appeaiaal  all  very  wadi  at 
the  time,  but  developments  Avliich  immediately  folioAved, 
proved  it  to  have  been  premature.  Not  long  were  tlii^y  per- 
mitted to  enj(»y  the  “ dear  delusion,”  under  whose  llattering 
iniluence  they  wane  prompted  to  make  this  demon, ->tiation  ot 
submission  and  reverence.  The  fact  soon  became  apparent, 
that  the  people  Avere  not  to  have  a voice  in  the  legishdion  of 
the  colony,  nor  the  privilege  of  electing  tlieir  OAvn  magistrates. 
When  these  facts  became  knoAvn  to  the  people,  they  censured 
their  deputies  for  signing  the  address  to  His  Royal  Highness, 
Avith  such  severity,  that  the  court  of  assize  in  October, 
deemed  it  necessary  to  pass  a resolution  to  the  effect  that 
Avhoever  should  use  A'iudictive  language  against  any  of  tlu 
said  deputies  shoidd  be  arrested,  and  held  to  ansAver  rffr  i i.  a- 


A t the  fimupstead  convention  the  boundaries  of  the  lo  vi'  -. 
Averc  settled  more  detinitely,  and  differences  adjusted  ir  re  i 
estate  nudtei’.i  betw'Cen  individuals.  The  Governor  fund  i'ual 
the  deputies  with  dujtlicaie  copies  of  a code  of  huvsAvhich  hud 
e mi  compiled  at  his  dictation,  and  by  Avhich  the  colony  w as 


in  their  efforts  for  the  imjn-OA^cment  of  His  IMajesty’s  Avestern 


der  itefore  tl;.c  court  of  assize. 
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to  ])G  3'1r\S(!  laws  won'  similai’  in  gviu  i'al  to,  and 

liad  prol )al )ly  (altcii  h'oin  tlu),so  (d  otlun;  I'lna  lisli  coloni(‘s. 

Tlu'y  Wore  called  Hu;  l)nlvc’s  laViS,  and  coidaiju  d many  (d’ 
tlios(3  1't‘gidations  lor  tln^  .sn| )j)i'(‘,shion  ol'  sald)atli-l)rca]\inc;, 

I druukcinuvss,  proianity,  and  .slandc'r,  \vlii(di  w('j’c  so  coninam 
among  tlu3  ciiactnK'nls  ol  llic.  tdiglisli  towns  of  SiitroJk  counly 
kol'orc'  the  (-ompu  st.. 

The  tcAVJis  of  Long  fslaml  nov,'  for  lln'  (li-.d  lime  or- 

gani/a'd  into  eennhinations.  d’liey  eoji.stitidcd,  in  eoninadion 
uith  Staten  Island  and  W<'steh(‘ster,  a.  ]uditi(.‘al  divisi(m  of 
tli(3  govc'rnment,  called  Yorkshii'e.  This  w'as  again  ^aihdivided 
into  three  parts  called  ‘L’idings.”  d'lu' LasI,  riding’ eompi'ised 
the  tm-iitory  now  oeenided  hy  Snfi'olk  eomdy.  Ihinpstead, 
I'liishing,  Jamaica,  ami  OyaU  rhay,  wore  indmled  in  iho  Noiih 
riding;  and  tlui  towns  at  |iri'smit  ])tdo]iging  in  Kings  eomdy, 
with  Newtown,  Avere  set  oli'  in  tin;  ^Vh'st  riding. 

ddie  ridings  wes-e  cstabli.slied  pi’inoipally  for  tlm  aec-ommo- 
dation  of  courts,  and  tlu‘  eojiveiiieneo.  of  apporliojiiiig  taxes. 

Jxadi  toAvn  had  a jnstiec  of  tin-  p('aee,  a[>pointL'd  h}'  tins 
goV('ni(/r;  and  at  fh’st  eight,  afterwards  tom'  owcu'seers,  and  a 
eonstahlo,  eleett'd  hy  the  people,  and  ehajgvsl  with  the  duty 
of  assessing  taxes,  iadding  town  courts,  and  j’c'gtdating  .siudr 
mattcTs  of  innuu’  impiu  ianee  iii  [.he  goveriimeut  of  tin.;  to^\  iJ, 
as  should  .m;L  1h_:  prcjs'iiled  Itw  hy  the  laws  or  eej’th'i's  of  tlu 
gene.'' m;r.  d jir;  jurisdiedit  m of  the  towj]  eoiii’t  was  liiLiited  to. 
eases  ii.e^t  exeeoditig  To. 

AcoU]'t(d'  s;<  .s^.ions,  eom■{)0^'od  of  thtyjustiees  ed  the  peace. 
W,rs  (.':'tal)li;he.l  to  c'aeh  riding.  d’his  court  was  held  I’wiei  . 
y - ;;Ji.d  wsts  i-  uopof..  lit.  lo  dooide  all  Cidminal  eases,  and  .-!■ 
•',d  oin.'s  wla  tiic  ,aim  of  ed Ih.Tence  e.xeee-<lod  To.  Jiui; 
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ments  renderetl  in  tins  court,  for  sums  uiulcr  were  fmal; 
but  ill  cases  exceeding  that  amount,  an  a])peal  to  the  court  of 
assize  was  allowed.  Criminal  cases  involving  capital  punisli- 
luent,  reipiired  tlie  unanimous  coiieuireimo  of  twelve  jurors; 
but  all  other  cases  were  decidi'd  by  the  nuijoi'ity  of  seven 
jurors.  The  high  sheriff,  mend)ers  of  tlie  couneil,  and  the 
secretary  of  the  colony,  were)  aidhorized  to  sit  with  tlie  jus- 
tices in  this  court.  The  court  of  assize  was  held  once  a year, 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  ft  was  composed  of  the  goymnor, 
council,  and  an  indelinito  nund)or  of  the  ju,stic(‘s.  It  enter- 
tained appeals  from  the  inferior  courts,  and  had  original 
jurisdiction  in  cases  where  tlie  denumd  exceeded  T20.  Tlio 
governor  aigiointed  a high  sherijr  for  the  shire,  and  a deputy 
slnu'iff  for  each  riding. 

All  the  towns  were  now  recpiirc'd  to  take  out  patents  for 
their  lands. 

The  court  of  assize  was  the  nominal  head  of  the  govmrn- 
ment— legislative  and  judicial.  It  was  in  reality  however, 
nothing  more  than  the  goAmrnor’s  cloak,  under  cover  of  which 
he  issued  whatever  regulations  his  judgment  or  fancy  dictated. 
All  its  members  held  their  positions  during  his  pleasure,  and 
were  no  doubt  virtually  obliged  to  sanction  his  views,  and 
second  his  opinions. 

If  therefore  the  English  g’ovcrnors  directly  after  the  con 
quest,  wert:  less  dcsj)otic  in  tlieir  rule  tlran  the  Hutch  n , i 
been,  befor:'  ti'iem,  their  leniency  was  owing  lucre  to  di  p-wsi- 
(ion  than  the  limittdion  of  tlieir  power. 

The  political  situation  imder  the  new  regiine  was  Ian:  luh- 
better  tlnu'  before.  Arany  of  the  laws,  amendments,  nmi 
orders  enact,  d by  the  governor  through  the  name  of  the  v.a.n  t. 
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of  assize,  were  arl)itrary,  obiiox.ious,  am.1  oj)]H’essive  to  tlio 
people.  October  lOGU,  several  towns  on  tlic  west  end  of 
the  island  petitioned  the  governor  for  rodi’css  of  tlieir  griev- 
ances, but  witliout  })rodncing-  tlie  desired  elleet. 

The  early  governors  imposed  duties  on  imp(.>rted  and 
exported  goods,  disposed  of  the  public  lands,  and  levied  taxes 
on  the  jjeople,  for  the  support  of  the  govt  rnmemt.  'hhe 
financial  department  of  tlie  colony,  like  everytliijig  else  per- 
taining to  its  government  was  under  theif  cojitrol,  and  tJiis 
power  over  the  treasury  was,  no  doubt,  in  many  casi.'s  used  ti> 
enrich  their  own  pockets. 

• Oct(jber  8,  1G70,  a special  le\^'  was  made  U])on  the  towns  of 
Long  Island,  to  I’aise  funds  to  repair  ttu;  fort  at  New  Y(jrk, 
In  reply  to  this  d.'maiul,  Soiitlald,  Si>utli.im))ttm,  amt  k'.ast- 
hamptoJi,  in  a joint  met  ting  Ity  thlegatcs,  ('Xpressed  their 
■willingness  to  submit  to  tlie  lax,  if  they  could  fie  allowed  the 
right  of  representation  in  the  legislature,  to  which  the  latter 
town  by  the  voice  of  her  people  added,  “but  not  otherwise.” 
The  towns  of  Huntington,  Flushing,  Hempstead,  and  Jamaica, 
in  their  town-meetings,  refused  to  submit  to  the  order,  on  the 
same  grounds — because  they  were  denied  the  riglits  of  Eng- 
lishmen, to  a voice  in  the  law-making  of  that  government 
which  they  were  thus  called  upon  to  sipijiort.  Whether  this 
tax  was  ever  collected  in  tliese  towns  oi-  not  we  do  not  know, 
but  in  tlieir  refusal  to  submit  to  the  order,  we  see  the  lirst 
fruits  tf  that  'pint,  of  desperate  resistance  against  “ taxation 
withom:  represoiiLution,”  wdiich,  a little  more  than  a hundred 
years  later,  culmluated  in  the  war  for  independence. 

This  tax 'Was  (..  rh  red  during  ilie  administration  of  Fi-ancis 
Lo\  1,.  : who  .mcseeded  iiichard  Nicolls  in  1GG7.  It  was  in 
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keeping  with  his  views  on  the  subject  of  hokling  flie  people 
in  submission,  as  expressed  liimsell'  in  a letter  to  a i'rieml, 
by  imposing  “such  taxes  on  tliem  as  may  not  give  tliem 
liberty  to  entertain  any  other  thouglils  but  how  to  discliurgo 
them.’' 

The  administration  of  Governor  Lovelace  was  brought  to 
an  unexpected  end,  Ijy  the  surrender  of  tlie  colony  to  its  for- 
mer masters,  the  Dutch,  AVliile  England  was  engaged  in  Avar 
with  Holland,  the  latter  sent  out  two  small  squadrons,  to 
destroy  the  commerce  of  the  former  A\itli  the  West  Indies. 
These  Dutch  sqmub  oiis,  after  achieviDg  a very  brilliant  suc- 
cess in  the  line  of  their  original  iindm-taking,  ca])tiiring  a 
hundred  and  twenty  sail  of  French  and  Eiiglisli  nurchaiit- 
inen,  turned  tlieir  attention  to  the  re-capture  of  tin;  foriiu  r 
Dutch  possessions  in  Annu-ica.  Arriving  at  ISandy  Hook  on 
the  80th  of  July,  1078,  they  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
fort  and  colony,  which  demand  was  yielded  to  Avithout  a Avord 
of  op)position,  or  the  hring  of  a single  gun.  The  command- 
ant of  the  fort.  Captain  IManning,  Avas  aftenvard  tried  ft)r 
treachery 'and  coAvardice,  and  sentenced  to  have  his  savouI 
broken  over  his  head. 

Anthony  Colve  Avas  immediately  appointed  governor  of  the 
colony,  and  at  once  commenced  the  Avork  of  o])taining  the 
submission  of  the  2)eo])le  to  his  authority,  and  re-organizi:n, 
the  government  according  to  his  OAvn  notions.  This  was  .i, 
couiparaiiA  cly  easy  matter  in  the  towns  Avhich  had  been  iiuth  r 
the  Dutch  Imfore,  but  with  the  toAvns  of  the  East  rulii.g  it 
was  quite  different.  After  modifying  the  conditions,  hcn.vc'.  er, 
so  that  none  but  the  magistrates  Avere  required  to  tal:.'  the 
'.  uhof  allegiance,  and  the  promise  of  like  privileges  ie  the 
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choice  of  their  ofTScers,  and  so  forth,  as  had  been  enjoyed  by 
the  English  towns  under  the  Dutch,  Huiitingtoii  and 
Brooldiaven  submitted,  but  Eoiithold,  Southampton,  and 
Easthamj)ton,  rejected  all  attempts  at  compromise.  They 
sent  deputies  to  Connecticut,  to  solicit  protection  from  that 
colony  against  the  advances  of  the  Dutch.  Their  request  was 
granted,  and  the  three  towns  were  organized  into  a county, 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut.  .October  30,  the 
Dutch  governor  sent  three  commissioners  to  these  towns,  to 
induce  them  to  submit.  They  sailed  down  the  Sound,  and 
visited  Shelter  Island  and  Southold,  where  they  found  the 
Xieople  assembled  and  armed  for  resistance.  Nothing  could 
be  done  to  induce  submission,  and  the  commissioners  return- 
ed from  a fruitless  errand.  The  Dutch  Avere  so  enraged  at 
the  obstinacy  of  these  towns,  that  they  threalened  to  reduce 
them  by  tire  and  the  sword.  In  execution  of  this  jdaii,  an 
armed  force  ivas  sent  doAvn  the  Sound  to  the  east  end.  JMeaii- 
■wiiile  Connecticut  sent  a re-inforcement  of  trooiis  to  the 
assistance  of  the  refractory  English  toAvns.  The  Dutch  forces 
made  several  attemx^ts  to  gain  a foot-hold  but  Avere  rebutted 
in  every  attack,  and  finally  were  driven  from  the  island. 

November  26th,  1673,  Connecticut,  in  conjunction  Avith  the 
other  Ncav  England  colonies,  declared  Avar  against  the  Dutch, 
and  commenced  }:)rexiarations  accordingly.  Before  these 
X)rexiarations  were  comx:)leted  hoAAm\mr,  or  any  attack  had  becii 
made,  lije  news  arrived  that  peace  had  been  declared  l)et\veen 
the  mother  countries,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1674,  Avhich 
neAVS  was  of  course  a signal  for  a stay  of  x^roceedings. 

By  the  conditions  of  that  treaty  of  x^'^^^ce,  all  conquests 
mini:;  -hiring  the  war  Averc  to  be  restored  to  their  former 
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owners,  so  it  was  clear  that  Long  Island  would  he  restored 
to  the  English  authority.  NotAvithstaiiding  this,  it  would 
seem  that  the  Dutch  governor  cherished  some  hopes  of  retiiin- 
ing  his  authority  here.  He  seems  at  any  rate  to  have 
determined  on  holding  it  as  long  as  possible,  and  as  late  as 
March  27,  1G74,  made  preparations  for  defense  against  the 
expected  attacks  of  Connecticut.  It  is  possible  that  at  that 
time  he  had  not  learned  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

The  three  eastern  towns  which  had  etfectually  resisted  the 
attempts  to  subjugate  them,  now  dreaded  the  return  of  the 
Duke’s  arbitrary  government,  and  determined  if  x^ossible,  to 
retain  their  connection  with  Connecticut.  Accordingly  they 
sent  a committee'  to  solicit  a firmer  establishment  of  their 
alliance,  and  May  14th,  the  general  court  of  that  colony,  after 
considering  the  applictition,  decided  to  grant  the  request  as 
far  as  it  was  in  their  power  to  do,  and  ai)i)ointed  commission- 
ers to  go  over  and  settle  the  government  of  the  county  on  a 
more  permanent  basis.  In  June  these  towns  apx^ointed  a 
committee  to  petition  the  King,  to  allow  them  to  remain 
under  the  authority  of  Connecticut.  The  i^etition,  if  ever 
made,  seems  not  to  have  been  gTanted. 

June  29th,  1674,  the  Duke  of  York  obtained  from  the  King 
a new  patent  for  the  province  of  New  York,  and  soon  after, 
appointed  Edmund  Andros  governor  of  the  colony. 

The  new  governor  arrived  in  America,  and  received  tbo 
si;.rreiider  of  Now  York  on  the  31st  of  October,  the  same  y^  ar. 
Ho  at  once  set  about  reinstating  the  Duke’s  govermru  id.. 
The  three  eastern  towns  of  Long  Island  declared  theinsi'l 
under  the  government  of  Connecticut,  and  ex])ressed  their 
intention  ‘"so  to  continue.”  They  xu’csented  to  the  governor 
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a memorial  to  tliis  effect.  This  was  signed  by  tlieir  deputies, 
John  Muiford  of  Eastliampton,  Jolin  Howell  of  Soutbamptou, 
and  Jolm  Youngs  of  Soiithold.  IMovember  l(3tli,  tlie  gover- 
nor ordered  these  deputies  to  appear  before  ilie  council,  to 
I answer  for  tlieir  action.  The  same  date,  a messenger  was  sent 
! to  these  tov/ns,  to  recpiire  them  to  re-instatc  the  former  con- 
I stables  and  overseers,  under  xienalty  of  being  declared  rebels. 

I Their  endeavors  to  cling  to  their  favorite  government  of 
I Connecticut  were  unavailing,  and  they  were  obliged  to  submit 
I with  the  other  towns  of  the  island,  to  the  Duke’s  government. 

This  was  simj^ly  a rexietition  of  tlie  former  desxiotism.  In 
I Axiril,  1G82,  it  ax)xiears  a meeting  of  delegates  from  some,  or 
all  of  the  towns,  had  been  held  for  the  jiuriiose  of  devising 
some  means  of  relief  from  present  grievances.  Dive  of  the 
inhabitaids  of  Jlniitingti)n,  who  attended  this  meeting,  were 
arrested  at  the  governor’s  order,  and  imiirisoned  without 
charge  or  trial.  The  authoritative  disx:)Osition,  and  almost 
unlimited  xiower  of  the  governor,  Avas  exliibited  by  several 
other  similar  instances. 

It  is  probable  that  at  this  jicriod  the  general  discontent  had 
become  so  manifest,  and  the  clamor  for  reiiresentation  so 
strong,  that  the  governor  Avas  imiielled,  either  by  comxiassion- 
ate  regard  for  the  jioxiular  feeling,  or  more  likely  through  fear 
of  a general  uprising,  to  give  heed  to  the  demand  of  the 
jieoxile.  The  snbji  ct  seems  to  have  been  referred  to  the 
Duke,  and  by  him  ihv'orably  consiilered.  Col.  Thomas  Don- 
gau  having  recidved  the  axixiointment  of  governor,  took  the 
position  on  the  27th  of  August,  1G83,  Avith  instructions  from 
the  Duke,  to  cull  a general  assembly  of  the  iieople’s  rex>re- 
seutr.fiv 
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The  first  assembly  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  in  accordance 
with  these  instructions,  was  convened  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  the  17th  of  October,  1083.  This  assembly  “adopted  a Ihll 
of  rights,  repealed  some  of  the  most  obnoxious  of  tlie  Duke’s 
laws,  altered  and  amended  others,  and  passed  such  new  hovs 
as  they  judged  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  recpiired.” 
At  this  session  an  act  was  passed  abolishing  the  “ridings,” 
and  organizdng  in  their  stead  the  counties  of  Kings,  (Queens, 
and  Bulfolk,  with  some  alterations  in  the  constitution  of  the 
courts. 

In  October,  1081,  the  same  assembly  met  again.  Among 
the  acts  passed  at  this  session  was  one  by  wliich  tlie  court  of 
assize  was  abolished. 

The  election  of  a new  assembly  took  place  in  Seiitember, 
1085.  In  October  following,  this  assembly  was  organized. 
Only  two  or  three  unimportant  acts  of  this  assembly  remain 
on  record,  and  it  is  probable  that  whatever  other  acts  it  may 
have  jiassed,  if  any,  they  were  never  enforced. 

Charles  II,  King  of  England,  died  February  0th,  1685;  and 
the  throne  was  taken  by  Ids  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  under 
the  title,  James  II.  After  assuming  this  position,  the  latter 
abolished  the  colonial  assembly  of  New  York,  and  re-estab- 
lished the  governor  as  its  supreme  head,  subject  only  to  such 
instructions  as  the  King  himself  might  from  time  to  time 
dictate.  It  is  possilde  that  this  decree  went  into  efiect  while 
the  assembly  was  in  session.  This  was  the  end  of  the  peojd./': 
voic.!  ill  legislation,  under  the  Duke’s  government. 

By  the  accession  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  throne,  all  tl-o 
colonies  of  Ne  w England  came  under  his  pmver.  He  appoint- 
ed Bir  Edmund  Andros  governor  over  the  whole.  New  3tork 
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included.  July  28,  1G88,  Gov.  Dongaii  received  orders  from 
tUe  King  to  deliver  the  seal  of  tlie  province  to  liis  superior. 
Gov.  Andros  had  authority  to  a[)point  a deputy  or  lic'utcuaut 
governor  in  each  colony.  He  appointed  hraucis  JSicholson 
over  New  York,  and  went  hiinself  to  IJoston. 

In  April,  1G89,  the  news  reached  the  colonies  of  America, 
that  James  II  had  heen  driven  from  the  throne,  by  the  English 
revolution,  and  that  William  and  Mary  succeeded  him.  On 
hearing  this  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  who  had  suffered 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  royal  governor  Andros,  rose  up, 
seized  him,  imiu’isoned  him,  and  sent  him  to  England. 

Encouraged  by  this  demonstiation,  a company  of  the 
inhabitants  of  New  York,  led  o]i  by  one  Jacob  Leisler,  a man 
whose  ambition  for  authoiity  exceeded  his  pi-inei])les  of  jubtice 
und  honor,  seized  the  fort  at  New  York,  and  drove  the  lieu 
tenant  governor  away.  This  Avas  done  about  the  lirst  of  J une. 
Leisler  professed  that  his  object  was  to  hold  the  government 
from  being  seized  by  the  enemies  of  the  revolution,  until  tlie 
authorized  representatives  of  William  and  klary  should  be 
sent  to  take  command.  By  persuading  the  pc^ople  that  there 
was  real  danger  of  such  an  event,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining 
their  assistance.  As  Nicholson  himself  is  said  to  haAn)  been 
in  sympathj''  Avith  the  revolution,  tlie  action  of  Leisler  Avas 
uncalled  for,  and  not  Avarranted  by  the  reason  which  In; 
asserted,  but  as  his  subsequent  record  clearly  shoAvs,  his 
mov  inents  Avere  dictated  more  by  personally  seltish  con- 
siderations than  by  the  patriotic  motives  Avhich  he  pretended. 
After  nis  expulsion  Nicholson  returned  to  England. 

Leisler  and  his  votaries  in  trying  to  get  command  of  the 
hci'ii.  .ji  government  found  at  first  strong  opposition  to  their 
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authority,  in  some  of  the  towns  of  Long  Island.  The  eastern 
towns  whose  attachment  to  Connecticut  had  not  died  out, 
made  another  attempt  to  unite  themselves  with  that  colony. 
In  this  attempt  they  were  unsuccessful.  June  2Gth,  a com- 
mittee of  safety  was  organized,  which  was  composed  of  two 
dei)uties  from  each  county  in  the  province.  This  committee 
left  the  management  of  alfairs  with  Leisler,  subject  however 
to  their  advice  and  approval. 

In  December,  letters  from  England  were  received  instruct- 
ing whoever  might  be  in  tem])orary  authority  over  the  colony 
of  New  York,  to  take  command  as  lieutenant  governor,  and  to 
appoint  as  many  olhcers  as  ho  saw  fit,  to  assist  him  in  the 
administration  of  the  government.  These  instructions  Leisler 
interpreted  as  being  addressed  to  himself,  and  accordingly 
assumed  tlio  position  of  commander-in-cliiof,  and  demanded 
submission  to  his  own  authority.  A few  of  the  counties  sub- 
mitted, and  others  did  not.  He  however  managed  to  sustain 
his  position.  Huntington  expressed  a willingness  to  accept 
Leisler’s  authority,  Imt  the  other  towns  of  Suffolk  County 
apjiear  to  have  absolutely  refused  any  connection  with  the 
usurper  or  his  government.  In  the  spring'  of  1G90  he  called 
for  a general  assembly.  Suffolk  County  refused  to  send  any 
delegates.  One  delegate  elected  for  Queens  County  refused 
to  act.  Strong  opxiosition  to  his  authority^  was  manifested  in 
that  county.  He  axipears  to  have  made  two  or  three  attejj;pls 
to  reduce  the  x)eoxde  there  to  submission,  by'^  force,  but  with 
wli.at  success  we  do  not  know. 

Leisler’s  administration  was  attended 'with  acts  of  desx)ocism 
til  at  would  bo  vvearisome  to  recount.  The  colony  continue-! 


I 


! 


46 


THE  COLONIAL  PERIOD. 


in  A discordant  and  unsettled  condition  throiigliout  liis 
reign. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  1091,  Henry  Slaughter,  having  been 
appointed  governor  of  the  colony,  arrived,  and  demanded 
possession  of  the  fort  and  reins  of  government.  Leisler 
refused  to  give  up  the  post,  but  was  compelled  to  do  so,  and 
was  afterwards  tried  and  executed  for  liigli  treason. 

Thus,  for  more  than  liiilf  a century  after  the  lirst  settle- 
ment of  the  island,  the  public  mind  was  kept  in  almost 
constant  agitation  and  discontent.  The  frequent  changes  of 
rulers  and  consequent  revolution  of  allairs;  the 

constant  dread  and  fear  of  hostilities  from  the  Indians;  the 
insecurity  experienced  from  the  inq)crfect  legal  machinery  of 
those  times;  the  ojq^ressive  acts  of  the  governors,  and  their 
utter  disregard  fnr  the  peo[>le’s  rights;  all  coiis})ired  to  make 
the  situation  of  our  forefathers  extremel}'-  unpleasant  and 
discouraging.  Under  such  distressing  circumstances  as  they 
were  obliged  to  contend  with,  it  would  not  api^ear  strange,  if 
the  iirogress  of  civilization  was  slow;  but  strange  indeed  it 
does  ax)j)ear  that  it  inogressed  at  all — strange  that  society  did 
not  degenerate  into  absolute  barbarism,  or  the  i)eoxde  aban- 
don the  naked  island  to  the  savages  and  the  tyrants.  We 
cannot  but  wonder  that  in  the  face  of  these  facts  which  history 
hands  down,  settlers  should  continue  to  migrate  hither. 

From  this  time  forward,  until  the  disriqdion  of  the  colonial 
governmmit  in  May,  1775,  the  throne  of  Great  Britain  held 
undis}uitcd  control,  through  its  governors,  over  the  colony  of 
New  York,  of  v/hieh  Long  Island  was  a x^art. 

The  government  as  then  constituted  and  afterward  main- 
tained, was  coiiq  used  of  the  governor  and  council,  ax^iminted 
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by  tlie  throne,  and  the  assembly,  Avhose  members  were  elected 
by  the  freeholders  of  each  eouiity.  The  council  at  first 
numbered  seven  members,  but  was  afterwards  increased  to 
twelve.  The  governor  was  the  chief  executive.  The  legisla- 
tive power  lay  in  the  governor,  council  and  assembly.  All 
laws  were  further  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  King,  to  whom 
they  must  be  sent  within  three  months  from  their  date. 

Governor  Slaughter  appears  to  have  shown  more  regard  for 
the  rights  and  wishes  of  the  people  than  his  predecessors  had, 
or  many  of  his  successors  did.  He  succeeded,  as  far  as  the 
nature  of  the  government  would  allow,  in  quieting  the  com- 
motions that  had  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  people,  and  in 
restoring  harmony  and  friendly  rcdations  in  the  colony. 
Among  his  first  acts  Avas  the  confirmation  under  the  seal  of 
the  province,  of  all  grants,  charters  or  i)atents  Avhich  had 
previously  been  issuetl.  We  may  say  that  Avith  his  adminis- 
tration a new  era  commenced.  The  colonial  government  Avas 
established  on  a more  permanent  and  satisfactory  2)lan  than  it 
had  before  been,  though  in  its  improved  condition  it  Avas  still 
very  far  from  what  the  peo^jlG  Avould  have  AAUslied.  As  then 
established  it  continued  in  general  features  with  but  few 
alterations  uii  to  the  eve  of  the  American  revolution.  The 
gubernatorial  reins  passed  in  frequent  succession  from  one  to 
another,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  British  croAAUi. 

Though  the  introduction  of  the  general  assembly  was  an 
important  check  upon  the  unlimited  abuse  of  poAver  by  tiio 
go'.'cirnor,  he  yet  retained  considerable  authority,  which  eo 
used  for  liis  own  pecuniary  benefit.  The  disposal  of  all  such 
lands  as  had  nor  l)een  taken  up  by  individuals  or  companies, 
rested  in  him.  The  profits  arising  from  the  exercise  of 
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prerogative,  in  tlie  way  of  fees  and  qnit-rents  on  the  patents 
and  grants  issued  l^y  him,  aii’orded  a very  liandsome  revenue. 

The  following  items  of  history  illustrate  somewhat  tlie 
character  and  disposition  of  the  governors  and  their  jicts,  as 
well  as  the  condition  of  society,  and  the  progress  of  imx:>rove- 
ments  and  civilized  ideas,  during  the  period  which  elapsed 
between  this  time  and  the  suspension  of  the  colonial  govem- 
meiits. 

During  tlie  reign  of  Gov.  Fh^teher,  which  commenced  in 
1G92,  a farmers  fair  or  market,  held  every  week  for  the  sale 
or  exchange  of  cattle,  produce,  or  anything  in  the  line,  was 
established  at  Jamaica.  It  was  probably  conducted  on  a plan 
similar  to  the  custom  in  England. 

April  10th,  IGiKl,  a statute  was  ])assed  giving  to  Long  Island 
the  name  “Island  of  Nassau,”  which  though  never  repealed 
seems  to  have  been  but  little  regarded.  Custom,  more  power- 
ful than  legislation,  established  in  preference  the  homely  but 
appropriate  title  by  which  the  island  has  been  known  ever 
since  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  white  men. 

It  was  also  during  the  administration  of  Gov.  Fletcher  that 
an  act  was  passed  providing  for  the  support  of  the  ministry 
by  a tax  on  the  iieople.  The  benefits  of  the  act  are  sup^iosed 
to  have  been  intended,  by  the  assemlily  at  least,  to  apply  to 
all  denominations  of  Christians.  This  understanding  of  the 
inatl.o  by  that  body  was  expressed  by  a resolution  to  the  same 
effect,  passed  in  1G95;  but  it  is  said  the  governor  refused  tc 
accept  their  version  of  it,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
assembly  and  tha  people,  ^lJ)propriated  the  patronage  of  tlu^ 
act  ine  exclusive  benefit  of  the  Episcopal  partjo  All  the 
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way  through,  tlie  iiatronage  and  favor  of  the  colonial  gover- 
nors were  given  to  this  denomination,  to  the  discomfort 
and  actual  ojijn'ession  of  otliers. 

During  the  administration  of  Lord  Cornlmry,  whicli  com- 
menced in  tlie  year  1702,  he  and  his  council  were  ol>liged  to 
flee  from  the  city  of  New  York,  to  avoid  a very  fatal  e])idemic 
(supposed  to  have  l)een  yellow  fever)  which  was  raging  there. 
They  sought  refuge  from  the  pestilence  in  the  (piiet  suburhan 
retreat  of  Jamaica.  Here  the  parsonage,  the  l)est  house  in 
the  town,  then  occupied  by  a Presbyterian  minister,  was 
generously  given  up  to  him  for  a residence.  Wlicn  the  gover- 
nor returned  to  tlui  city,  instead  of  restoring  it  to  its  former 
occupant,  he  left  it  in  the  hands  of  the  hJpisco[>al  paity,  as  ho 
also  did  the  elegant  stone  church  which  the  town  had  Imt  a 
few  years  before  completed,  and  which  he,  the  bigoted  gover- 
nor, had  unjustly  seized  during  his  stay  at  Jamaica.  He 
furthermore,  as  is  suiiposed,  instructed  the  sheriff  to  seize 
certain  lands,  which  had  been  set  apart  by  the  town  for  tlie 
benefit  of  its  ministry,  and  to  lease  out  the  same,  apinopiiai 
ing  the  profits  to  the  support  of  the  Episcopal  mim.'^tiy.  ft 
was  not  until  some  twenty-five  years  afterwards,  tliat  the 
liroperty  thus  arbitrarily  seized,  was  restored  to  its  riglitful 
owners. 

On  another  occasion  this  same  governor,  who  is  s]ioken  of 
by  Thompson  as  tlie  “miserable  tool  of  royalty,”  caused  ilr 
arrest  and  impfisonmeiit  of  two  Presbyterian  ministers,  for 
no  other  crime  than  preaching  the  gosjrel  without  obtainii/g 
liberty  t'roni  him  so  to  do. 

November  2d,  1717,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  colonial  gov 
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eminent,  offering  a reward  of  nine  shillings  for  each  wild  cat, 
and  five  shillings  fur  each  fox  killed  on  Long  Island. 

In  1721,  a very  curious  bill  was  presented  to  the  assembly, 
entitled  “ an  act  against  denying  the  divinity  of  our  >Saviour 
Jesus  Christ;  the  doctrine  of  the  blessed  Trinity;  the  trutli  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures;  and  spreading  atheistical  books.’'  The 
assembly,  whoso  members  evidently  did  not  believe  in  trying 
to  control  private  opinion  on  rehgious  subjects  by  legislation, 
refused  to  give  the  bill  their  sanction. 

In  June,  1726,  an  act  was  jiassed,  prohibiting  the  setting  on 
fire,  and  burning  of  dead  grass  ux^on  Hemxistead  xdains. 
Before  that,  it  seems  the  habit  of  firing  the  xdains  had  been 
fie(xuently  indulged  in,  l)y  lawless  individuals,  mueli  to  the 
annoyance  ami  ha'/.avd  of  the  neigliboiing  inhabitants.  This 
act  named  twenty-two  x^crsojis  who  were  ax)l)ointcd  l>y  it  to 
assist  in  extinguishing  such  fires. 

It  was  during  the  administration  of  Gov.  Cosby,  in  October, 
1732,  that  an  act  was  x)ii««od  regulating  the  New  York  and 
Brooldyn  ferry,  and  establishing  the  rates  of  x^nssage  for  x^^o- 
pie  and  various  animals,  carts,  wagons,  &c. 

In  the  year  1741  the  famous  “Negro  Plot”  was  partially 
carried  into  effect  in  tlie  city  of  New  York.  Its  supposed 
object  was  the  entire  destruction  of  the  city  by  fire.  A reign 
of  terror  and  excitement,  comx)aratively  ecxual  to  the  draft 
riots  of  1863,  or  the  burning  of  Chicago  in  1871,  was  the  con- 
se(xueuce.  The  ui  ty  at  that  time  contained  about  ten  thousand 
white  inhabitants,  and  two  thousand  iiegTO  slaves.  “During 
this  dreadful  const(_'rnation,”  Thomxrson  says,  “more  than  one 
hiaim.  d and  lidy  negroes  were  imprisoned,  of  whom  fouileei. 
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wero  burned  at  the  stake,  eighteen  were  hanged,  seventy-one 
ransported,  and  the  remainder  pardoned,  or  discliarged  for 
want  of  jiroof.” 

Some  of  the  New  York  governors  appear  to  have  made  a 
pretty  good  use  of  their  opportunities  for  manipnlating  the 
bag-strings  of  the  colony.  Here  are  two  instances.  George 
Clarke,  who  had  held  tlie  position  a little  less  than  eight  years, 
retired  in  1713,  with  the  snug  little  sum  of  a hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  Whether  he  belonged  to  the  “ Tammany 
Hing”  of  that  day,  or  not  wealon’t  know,  but  these  figures  look 
decidedly  as  though  there  had  been  some  nice  financial  engi- 
neering somewhere  in  his  policy.  His  immediate  successor, 
George  Clinton,  drank  too  much  whie  and  didn’t  manage  to 
save  quite  as  much  money.  He  filled  the  eliair  alx)ut  ten 
years,  and  retired  in  1753,  with  about  eighty  thousand  i)oundj3 
sterling,  as  the  reward  of  his  industry. 

Sir  Danvers  Osborne  was  appointed  to  the  governorship  in 
1753.  This  gentleman  brought  with  him  a good  reputation — 
a rare  virtue  in  the  colony  governors;  and  ho  evidently  con- 
sidered its  unspotted  preservation  a more  important  oliject 
than  making  money.  Dive  days  after  his  arrival  he  hung 
himself. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  was  apxiointcd  governor  in  1755.  Hardy 
was  a fighting  man,  and  didn’t  care  to  trouble  his  brain  a 
great  deal  with  tlie.  government  of  the  colony.  He  lefi  iis 
administration  in  the  hands  of  his  dex)uty,  James  DeLancey, 
while  he  himself  held  a commission  in  the  British  nav}'.  3’h.is 
was  during  the  war  between  the  English  and  the  Erenclg  ’E 
America,  vHicli  commenced  in  1755. 

This  was  ended  and  the  treaty  of  peace  signed  Felnjuary 
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lOtli,  1763,  by  which,  all  the  French  ijossessions  east  of  the 
Mississippi  were  ceded  to  Great  Britain. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  war,  Great  Britain  began 
to  be  jealous  of  the  increasing  strength  of  her  colonies  in 
America,  and  in  order  to  malte  her  power  over  them  more 
secure,  decided  to  maintain  a standing  army  among  them,  and 
to  raise  a revenue  here,  to  lielp  pay  the  national  debt  incurrc'd 
in  carrying  on  the  war  against  the  French,  determined  to  im- 
pose an  indirect  tax  on  the  people. 

Soon  after  the  ajipointment  of  Sir  Henry  Moore  as  gover- 
nor, in  1765,  the  colony  began  to  be  disturbed  by  those  violent 
commotions  of  the  public  spirit  Avhich  immediately  proceeded 
the  revolution,  and  resulted  in  wrenching  the  colony  from  the 
grasp  of  English  royalty.  The  odious  slam])  act,  which 
recpiired  all  wriUiui  instruments,  as  Avell  as  printed  news 
papers  and  pamphlets,  to  be  executed  upon  stamped  paper, 
on  which  a duty  was  to  be  paid  to  the  crown,  was  passed  that 
year.  This  met  with  such  determined  opposition,  that  it  was 
repealed  the  following  year. 

In  1765,  the  assembly  of  Massachusetts  passed  a resolution, 
calling  for  a convention  of  the  colonies  for  the  defense  of 
their  rights.  Nine  colonies  responded  to  the  call,  by  sending 
delegates  to  the  first  convention,  which  met  at  New  York  in 
October.  That  congress, as  it  was  called,  j^assed  a declaration 
of  rights,  in  which  they  deny  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to 
tax  the  colonies,  without  allowing  them  to  be  represented  in 
parliament. 

In  1767,  Great  Britain  imposed  a tax  on  paper,  glass,  paint 
er’s  colors,  and  tea.  This  again  aroused  a tornado  of 
excit'  i/emt  and  '.)ppositiou  throughout  the  colonies.  In  1776 
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tlie  duties  were  removed  from  all  but  the  tea.  The  duty 
remaining  on  that  article  was  but  Unci'  pence  a pound,  but 
the  determined  colonists  would  not  subjnit  to  the  principle 
of  taxation  without  representation,  be  the  amount  ever  so 
small. 

September  4th,  1774,  another  continental  congress  was  held 
at  Philadelphia,  and  still  another  on  the  10th  of  May,  1775. 

The  last  colonial  assembly  of  New  York  adjourned  on  the 
3rd  of  April,  1775.  * On  the  22d  of  May  following,  the  pi  ovin- 
cial  congress  of  New  York  was  convened.  This  congress 
recommended  tlie  people  to  appoint  county  and  town  com- 
mittees for  the  management  of  the  government,  which  was 
done. 

William  Tryon  the  last  of  the  colonial  governors  of  New  York 
abandoned  the  position  and  left  the  city  on  the  13th  of 
October,  1775,  the  date  which  is  considered  as  the  close  of 
royal  authority  here.  It  is  evident  that  the  authority  of  the 
governor  had  for  several  months  previous  been  somewhat  cur- 
tailed, if  not  disregarded  altogether,  by  the  organization  of 
the  toAvn  and  county  committees,  and  the  provincial  congress. 
These  reiiresentatives  of  the  people  administered  the  govern- 
ment, until  the  organization  of  the  State  government  in  1777. 

Confusion  and  excitement  at  this  period  Avas  rampant 
throughout  the  American  colonies.  The  pent  uji  feelings  oi 
a nation,  Avideh,  though  held  in  subjection  by  the  Land  of 
ICugiish  royalty  for  more  than  a century,  had  all  the  Iiile 
been  gatliering  strength  for  the  approaching  contlict,  now 
burst  foith  Avith  all  the  determined  energy  of  desperativin. 
The  voice  of  the  people  sounded  through  the  colonies,  in  i-peu 
lel.icllion  ngaiud  the  power  that  would  hold  them  in  sul  jee- 
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tion,  and  gradually  tlieir  uprising  had  broken  asunder,  one 
after  another,  the  ])ands  which  English  tyranny  had  thrown 
around  them.  Indignation  meetings  had  been  held  in  every 
city  and  village,  and  the  dark  and  angry  clouds  of  popular 
XJassion,  which  boded  war,  had  been  gathering  thick  and  fast, 
i until  high  above  the  political  horizon  loomed  their  ominous 
j thunder-heads.  The  long  brooding  tempest  was  hist  approach - 
! ' ing,  and  the  patriots  of  America  with  boiling  enthusiasm,  and 
j a determination  that  would  prefer  death  to  the  conditions  of 
peace,  bade  it  hasten  on  and  finish  its  work,  hoAvever  distress- 
ing to  them  its  consequences  might  be.  One  after  another 
the  revenue  officers,  stationed  l^y  the  English  crown  in 
various  parts  of  the  colonies,  had  been  compelled  to  resign 
their  positions  and  flee  for  life  before  the  tidal  wave  of  public 
, indiguation.  New  England  soil  had  been  invaded  liy  the 
armies  of  the  opi)ressor;  immortal  Bunker  Hill  had  received 
\ its  baptism  of  blood  and  fire;  an  army  of  seventeen  thousand 

i patriots  had  been  organized,  with  Washington  at  its  head; 

■ New  Year’s  day  of  ’76  had  been  celebrated  by  raising  the 

j national  flag  for  the  first  time  over  that  army;  Howe  with  his 

I eleven  thousand  British  soldiers  had  been  driven  from  Boston; 

I North  Carolina  and  Massachusetts  in  the  front  ranks  of  the 

I movement  had  clasped  hands  in  the  great  struggle  of  liberty 

j against  the  invasions  of  royal  power;  and  tinally,  the  grand 

[ climax  of  the  natioual  commotion  had  been  reached,  by  the 

passage  of  that  bold  assertion  of  the  people’s  rights,  and. 
daring  i.’X])ressicn  of  the  people’s  sentiments,  embodied  in 
the  Deckuation  oi  Independence,  by  which  the  colonies  of 
North  Amsrica  were-  claimed  to  bo  “/rea  and  indeijeudeiU 
iSUltdS 
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This  most  important  and  decisive  event,  as  every  school-boy 
knows,  took  place  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1770. 
As  the  news  of  it  spread  through  the  country,  the  people  were 
wild  with  patriotic  excitement,  and  lavish  in  their  enthusiastic 
demonstrations  of  approval. 

After  the  memorable  event  of  that  day,  the  first  engagement 
of  arms  was  upon  Long  Island.  The  British  having  evacuated 
Boston,  Washington  naturally  siipj^osed  that  the  next  x)oint  of 
attack  would  be  New  York,  and  made  preparations  to  defend 
it.  To  resist  an  approach  by  the  way  of  Long  Island,  a line 
of  works  Avas  extended  from  Walhibout  Bay  to  GoAvanus  Cove, 
Avith  the  strongest  fortilications  upon  Brooklyn  Heights.  The 
British  forces  having  arrived  in  Ncav  York  Bay  some  time 
before,  landed  near  Ncav  Utrecht  on  the  22d  of  August,  al)out 
10,000  strong.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  they  came  upon 
the  xVmerican  out-posts,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  present 
site  of  GreeiiAVOod  Cemetery,  and  after  a severe  struggle  of 
several  hours  duration,  drove  them  Avithin  the  lines.  On  the 
night  of  the  20th  the  American  army  abandoned  the  works  at 
Brooklyn,  and  under  cover  of  a dense  fog  and  the  impenetra- 
ble darkness  of  the  night,  x^assed  across  the  East  Biver  to  Ncav 
York.  The  American  loss  in  killed,  Avounded  and  iDrisoners, 
is  estimated  at  about  3,000.  Among  the  jn’isoners  were  Gen- 
erals Sullivan  and  Stirling.  General  Woodhull,  of  the  militia 
of  Queens  uivd  SulTolk,  engaged  in  driving  the  cattle  Avlnch 
Avere  |)asturixig  iix^on  the  plains,  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
British,  avos  captured  near  Jamaica  on  the  28th.  At  tlie  fime 
of  his  surrender,  he  was  inhumanly  set  ujjon  by  the  party 
took  hi]ii,  receiving  seAU're  Avounds  on  the  arm  and  head.  Lx^ 
Avounds,  being  ailoAved  to  remain  Avithout  care  for  several  d ’ys, 
ju  oYcd  fatal 


56 


THE  COLONIAL  PERIOD. 


The  island  was  now  in  the  full  i)ossession  of  the  British 
troops.  They  wandered  uj)  and  down  upon  it,  stationing  them- 
selves in  detachments  here  and  there,  as  the  lields  for  plunder 
invited  them,  committing  whatever  acts  of  violence  and  out- 
rage upon  the  pro^ierty  or  iiersons  of  the  unprotected  peoxile 
which  their  unrestrained  propensities  dictated.  Civil  govern- 
ment on  the  island  was  completely  dissolved.  Ohicers  of  the 
militia,  members  of  the  town  and  county  committees,  and 
many  others  who  had  taken  an  active  x)art  in  tlio  strike  for 
liberty,  lied  from  the  island,  or  were  seized  and  c»)ntined  in 
loathsome  jirisons,  Avhcre  in  many  cases  their  sullerings  were 
only  relieved  by  deatli.  The  property  of  such  iu’cmirnuit 
‘Tebels,”  was  often  Avaiitonly  destroyed  by  tlie  lawless  soldiery. 
The  people  generally  were  comp(‘lled  to  take  tlie  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Iving.  rresby lerian  chiirdies  and  burying- 
grounds,  Avere  made  si>ecial  sid)j('cts  of  desecration  aiul 
Avanton  outrage.  Fences  Avere  demolished,  buildings  torn 
doAvii,  timber  felled  and  carried  olf,  grain  and  groAving  crox)s 
seized  or  destroyed,  cuttle-  and  other  lu’operty  taken  from  their 
OAvners,  money  and  labor  extorted  from  th(3  inhabitants, 
dwelling-houses  pillaged,  or  appropiiated  to  the  use  of  oilicers 
or  troops,  churches  turned  into  horse-stables,  grave  yards 
leveled  doAvn, — in  fact  it  Avould  seem  as  thougli  all  the  devilish 
inclinations  that  could  lind  a j)lace  in  the  heart  of  a soldier, 
hardened  by  scenes  of  war  and  cruelty,  Avere  indulged  Avithout 
restiaiuL  or  scrui-'lc,  by  the  petty  oilicers  and  soldiers  of  the 
British  army  Avho  Avere  stationed  on  Long  Island  during  those 
long,  dismal  years  of  the  revolution. 

When  the  state  gOA^ernment  Avas  organized,  in  1777,  pro- 
visie  , v/as  made  for  representation  in  Senate  and  assembly. 
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of  those  parts  of  the  state  in  possession  of  tlie  .British,  by 
persons  who  had  removed  from  thence  to  other  sections  not 
so  encumbered.  In  this  way  Ijong  Island  was  represented  in 
the  legislature,  until  the  witlidrawal  of  the  British  troo])S,  in 
the  early  part  of  1783,  left  the  peojile  once  more  free  to  act 
according  to  their  pleasure  in  the  re-organization  of  civil 
government. 

But  after  all  the  opjjression  and  outrage  with  which  Long 
Island  hud  been  burdened;  even  after  the  last  yoke  of  English 
power  had  been  removed,  the  people  were  not  allowed  to 
enjoy  the  brightening  sunshine  of  peace  and  liberty,  until 
another  act  of  flaming  injustice,  imxjosed,  not  by  the  hand  of  a 
foreign  enemy,  but  by  their  own  friends,  with  whom  they 
were  associated  and  bound  in  the  newly  formed  civil  relations, 
was  added  to  the  list.  It  was  not  enough  that  the  iieople  of 
Long  Island  were  made  the  servants  and  subjects  of  an  army 
of  ruthless  invaders  during  those  six  long  years;  not  enough 
that  they  rvere  cut  off  from  their  civil  connections;  fettered 
and  harassed  continually  by  the  presence  of  a military  force 
stationed  over  them;  not  enough  that  their  property  was 
taken  from  them  or  destroyed,  tlieir  most  sacred  institutions 
desecrated,  their  tenderest  feeling  blasphemously  trampled 
upon,  and  their  persons  subjected  to  any  extent  of  insult  or 
injury  that  a brutal  soldiery  might  impose  upon  them.  To 
add  to  all  this  ljurden,  and  to  lill  the  cup  of  bitterness  cpiito 
full,  the  stale  legislature  May  Gth,  1781,  passed  an  act  by 
winch  the  people  of  Long  Island  were  obliged  to  return  £b'i  ■■ 
000  to  other  parts  of  the  state,  for  not  having  been  able  oo 
liikf  an  active  part  in  the  war.  However  equitable  tins 
mcasaro  might  have  appeared  to  the  imagination  of  that 
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legislature,  unbiased  posterity  will  brand  it  as  an  act  of  injustice 
to  the  oppressed  people  of  Long  Island,  scarcely  surpassed  by 
the  tyrannical  acts  of  the  royal  governors  of  the  past. 

The  following  paragraphs,  whieli  we  take  the  liberty  to 
copy  from  Onderdonk’s  preface  to  his Ilevolutionai'y  Inci- 
dents,” presents  a very  concise  view  of  the  slate  of  aflaira  in 
the  three  counties  of  Long  Island,  at  the  connnenceinent  of, 
and  during  that  memorable  struggle  for  liberty. 

“The  counties  of  Suffolk,  Queens  and  Kings,  each  played 
a different  and  yet  appropriate  part  in  the  great  drama  of  the 
revolution.” 

“At  the  first  outbreak  of  rebellion  in  the  port  of  Boston, 
we  find  the  Puritans  t)f  Suffollt  asseml)ling  in  almost  every 
town,  and  voting  resolutions  of  aid  and  synip<-thy  hn-  tlieir 
l)retliren  of  the  klassachusetts  Bay.  Nor  wm-e  tlxese  expi(‘S- 
sions  hear! less.  The  pcu>])le  wore  rt'ad}gto  follow  tlieir  i(‘ad- 
ers  in  la'bellion,  the  militia  were  tirgaiii/ed,  and  Suffolk 
arnii'd  for  the  contest.” 

“Par  different  was  the  state  of  feeling  in  Queens  County. 
Here  the  lloyal  Governors,  and  other  crown  ollicxu's  had 
occasionally  resided,  and  exerted  an  overshadowing  intluenee. 
They  were  often  connected  with  other  wealthy  and  aristo- 
cratic families  in  the  County,  who  had  also  their  adherents 
and  dependents.  Then,  there  was  the  jxeai'ablo  Quaker,  tlio 
passive  Dutchman  ; ami  the  Church-of-England-maii,  bound 
to  the  King  by  a double  tie,  as  head  of  Church  and  State. 
All  these  made  a dead  weight,  that  the  rampant  spirit  of 
rebellion  could  hardly  move,  until  the  Congi'essional  army 
marched  into  tlie  County,  disarmed  the  Loyxdists  and  carried 
off  their  leaders.” 

“ The  population  of  Kiugs  County  Avas  mostly  Dutch,  wlio 
made  but  a Ixirdy  i.nd  feidile  show  of  resistance  to  tlie  jAowers 
that  be  ; her  de]iuties  liiudly  alxsented  themseLes  from  the 
Proviucial  Congress,  and  the  ffagging  spirit  of  revolt  quickly 
subsided  at  the  approach  of  the  British  lleet. ” 

“After  the  American  army  abandoned  the  Island  to  the 
enemy,  there  v;as  still  a difference  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Counties.  The  ju'oniinent  Whigs  of  Suffolk  fled  to  their 
brethirn  on  the  m dn,  with  wlxat  movables  they  could  carry, 
leav'ug  behind  their  stock,  houses  ixnd  farms  to  the  enemy. 
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Those  who  remainerl,  reluctantly  took  an  oath  of  allegiance, 
which  they  never  meant  to  rcf^ard,  and  were  ever  trcaciieroiis 
subjects  of  a King  they  had  sworn  to  obey.” 

“The  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Queens  County,  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  in  good  faith,  and  observed  it.  Most 
of  the  leading  Whigs,  trusting  to  llritisli  proclamations,  and 
not  knowing  where  to  go,  remained  at  home,  and  were  ]>un- 
ished  i]i  various  Avays  for  their  undutifiil  conduct.  Many 
suffered  imi:>risonmeiit,  which  to  some  ended  only  in  death.” 

“The  case  of  Kings  County  was  someAvhat  similar  to  that 
of  Queens.  Many  of  its  peace-loving  inhabitants  had  already 
deserted  their  houses  on  the  ])rospect  of  its  becoming  the 
theatre  of  hostilities.  The  leading  "Whigs  fled  among  their 
Dutch  brethren,  some  to  New  Jersey,  ami  some  uj)  the  North 
Diver,  while  a fcAV  Avho  remained  and  trusted  to  the  chances 
of  British  clemency,  were  throAvn  in  tlui  Ih’ovost.  ” 

“Within  two  months  after  the  American  army  had  given 
lip  the  Island,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  three  Counties 
had  signed  a representation  of  loyalty  to  King  George  the 
Third  ; and  in  order  that  their  wholesome  example  of  dutiful 
return  to  obedience  might  have  its  intluence  on  the  other 
rebellious  portions  of  the  !State,  it  was  ]ml)lished  at  length  in 
the  New  York  Mercury  with  the  names  of  all  the  signers  in 
Queens  and  Kings  Counties.” 

“During  the  entire  period  of  the  Devolution,  the  British 
lield  New  York  City,  a part  of  Westchester  County,  and  all 
of  Staten  and  Long  Island  under  military  rule.  There  were 
no  elections — no  voting  except  at  annual  town  meetings — 
none  except  town  taxes  to  pay — no  judges— no  courts  of  civil 
judicature,  their  place  being  supplied  by  the  arbitrary  tiat  of 
a King’s  justice  or  some  military  character.  True,  a summary 
Court  of  "Police  Avas  after  a while  established  in  New  ^lork 
City  ; and  at  length,  in  the  year  1780,  for  the  greater  conven- 
ience of  His  Majesty’s  loyal  subjects  on  Long  Island,  a 
Court  of  Police  Avas  also  opened  in  Jamaica.  The  inhaintants 
could  not  go  to  or  from  the  city,  or  bring  out  goods,  Avitliout 
a permit.  Tlie  yjrice  of  Avood  and  fajiner’s  2)roduce . was 
regulated  b}^  proclamation  ; their  horses,  Avagons  and  pei’soi  s, 
could  at  guy  time  ])C  im])ressed  into  the  King’s  service,  ai  a 
stipnlated  price.  In  the  winter  season  almost  evory  viiiago 
and  hamhd  was  Idled  Avith  British  soldiers  and  Avaguners,  bil- 
leted in  file  people’s  houses,  or  cantoned  in  temporary  huts. 
The  consGCpience  Avas,  a ready  market  and  high  price  lor  such 
che  fanner’s  produce  as  had  not  been  previously  pilfered. 
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The  farmers  flourished  on  British  gold  ; hut  as  there  were  few 
opportunities  fur  investing  it,  and  no  hanks  of  de])Osit  for 
safe  keeping,  they  were  compelled  to  keep  tluir  money  by 
them,  and  were  often  robbed.  Tlie  churches,  not  of  tlie 
established  faith,  were  mostly  occupied  l)y  soldiers,  or  used 
as  storehouses  and  prisons;  some  were  even  torn  doAvn.  ” 

“In  Suffolk  County,  the  illicit  trade  forms  a striking  fea- 
ture. This  consisted  in  bu}dng  imported  goods  in  Ncav  York, 
(Avith  the  professed  design  of  retailing  tliem  to  faithful  sul)- 
jects  in  the  County,)  and  then  carrying  them  doAvn  the  Island 
to  secret  landing  places,  Avhence  tliey  Avere  sent  across  the 
Sound  in  Avhale-boats,  under  cover  of  night,  and  exclianged 
Avith  the  people  of  Connecticut  for  provisicjiis,  and  fiirmer’s 
produce,  of  Avhich  the  British  army  stood  in  great  need. 
Though  this  trade  Avas  prohibited  l)y  both  American  and 
British  authority,  yet  the  cunning  of  the  smugglers  (avIio 
often  acted  as  spies)  gtaierally  eluded  the  sleepy  vigilance  of 
government  oflicials.  This  trade  Avas  protected  by  tlie  sparse 
population  of  Suffolk  County,  the  extensive  sea-liorder,  the 
absence  of  a British  arnuul  force,  and  the  jiroA'crbial  insin- 
cerity of  the  p('0[)lo  in  tlu'ir  ]uof('sst'il  alh'giance,” 

“Owing  to  this  W'higgish  fet'ling  of  the  inhabitants,  every 
invading  party  of  their  brethren  from  the  main — Avhether  to 
Sag  Harbor,  St.  George’s,  or  Slongo — always  found  ready 
and  effectual  aid  in  guides,  food  or  information.  Indeed, 
Washington  used  to  say,  that  he  ahvays  had  more  cori'oct 
knowledge  by  spies,  of  the  position  and  designs  of  the  Brit- 
ish army  on  Long  Island,  than  at  any  other  jilace.  In  fine, 
the  British  authority  in  Suffolk  County,  Avas  little  more  than 
an  empty  shadow.” 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolution  the  population  of  Long 
Island  Avas  not  far  different  from  30,000  ; about  seven  thou- 
sand more  than  the  city  of  New  Y'ork,  or  about  one  seventh  of 
the  population  of  the  state.  Libm-ated  from  the  burden  of 
royal  dcmiiiafion  it  noAV  began  like  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, to  improve  more  rapidly  under  the  generous  influences 
of  the  free  state  government.  The  progress  of  improvements, 
though  for  tlie  must  part  slow,  has  been  steadily  maintained 
up  file  prasi  ui  time. 
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THE  INDIAN  TRIBES— THEIH  HABITS,  DISPOSITION,  DANGTJAG]-], 
COMMERCE,  AND  CIVILIZATION — EARLY  CUSTOMS  OF  THE  SET- 
TLERS. 

To  g-0  back  and  commence  at  tlie  starting-point  of  liistoiy, 
we  must  quote  the  sacred  writer  when  he  said,  “In  the  begin- 
ning, God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth.”  At  a period 
not  far  remote  from  that  referred  to  in  this  quotation,  we  have 
reason  to  believe  Long  Isiand  was  created,  and  Ijrought  to  the 
light  of  day.  Whether  it  was  originally  formed  as  it  noAv  lies, 
a distinct  island,  or  whether  it  was  as  some  suppose,  a con- 
stituent part  and  iiarcel  cf  the  main  land,  which,  during  some 
great  natural  commotion  seceded  from  the  mother  continent 
and  started  out  to  own  canoe,”  ^ve  have  not  the 

authority  to  assert. 

The  above  quotation  is  the  only  historical  record  we  are 
able  to  find,  touching  the  origin  of  this  beautiful  island. 
During  the  ages  of  time  that  intervened  between  that  uncer- 
tain period  known  as  “ the  beginning,”  and  the  early  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century  of  the  Christian  era,  history  is  silent 
on  this  score.  The  record  of  events  which  passed  here  dar- 
ing ihat  loLg  period,  sleeps  in  oblivion.  The  summ.jr 
breezes  that  fanned  these  plains,  and  moaned  tlirough  th  se 
forest  pines  ; the  tempest  that  howled  among  the  branches  cf 
mighty  oalis  ; the  ocean  surges  that  washed  tln?se  shores, 
when  the  lirst  wiiite  man  set  foot  upon  our  soil,  told  no  tale 
vU’  Cue  rise  and  fall  of  savage  powers— of  cliivalric  fame— of 
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conquests,  exploits^^and  acliievements,  which  had  engrossed 
the  attention  of  its  savage  inliahi  taiits  for  ages  past.  They 
and  their  history  were  alike  blotted  from  the  memory  of  sue- 
j ceeding' 'generations.  No  memorial  was  left  to  tell  us  what 
I scenes  Avere  passing  here  wlien  llonmlus  laid  the  foundations 
I of  ancient  Rome,  or  Avhile  the  shepherds  of  Judea  “Avatched 
their  Hocks  by  night,”  on  the  eA'o  of  the  Saviour’s  advent, 
i The  story  of  human  love  and  hatred  ; hope  and  despair  ; 
success  and  failure  ; that  made  up  the  lives  of  those  Avho  had 
for  unknoAvn  centuries  occupied  those  valleys  and  plains,  was 
to  the  civilized  world  a sealed  book,  Avhieh  nothing  but  the 
thunder  that  shall  Avake  the  dead  at  the  last  day  Avill  ever 
open.  «• 

At  the  time  the  island  Avas  first  discoA'ered  by  Europeans,  it 
was  occupied  by  thirteen  dilTerent  tribes  of  Indians,  Avho 
inhabited  principally  the  north  and  south  shores.  On  the 
j north  side,  in  respective  order  from  Avest  to  east  Avere  the 
I Matinecock,  the  Nissequag,  the  Setalcott,  and  the  Corchaug 
I tribes.  On  the  south  side  in  the  same  order  Avere  the 
j Canarsee,  the  Rockaivay,  the  Merric,  the  IMarsapcague,  the 
j Secatogue,  the  Patchogue,  the  Shinnecock,  and  the  klontauk 

! tribes.  The  Manhasset  tribe  occupied  Shelter  Island, 

j Wyandanch,  the  IMontauk  chief,  Avas  the  Grand  Sachem  of 
[ Long  Island. 

j The  M vntauk  tiil-ie  had  subdued  aU.  the  tribes  of  the  island 
' east  of  the  Oaivirsee  territory,  and  Avere  themseRes  under 
tribute  to  the  Pequots,  Avho  occupied  the  eastern  part  of  Con- 
necticut. The  Canarsee  tribe  occupied  the  Avestern  extremity 
of  the  i land,  on  i:Lo  south  side.  They  were  under  tribute  to 
the  h[.'^.i.r\vks.  Tliis  tribute  consisted  of  an  annual  assess- 
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ment  of  wampum  and  dried  clams.  By  the  advice  of  the 
whites  it  is  said  they  refused  to  pay  their  tribute,  and  the 
Moliav.hs,  exasperated  their  rebellion,  came  upon  them 
suddenly  and  destroyed  tlie  whole  tribe,  except  a few  who 
happened  to  be  absent. 

The  language  spoken  by  the  Long  Island  Indians,  was 
similar  to  tliat  of  the  Narragansetts  and  other  neighboring 
tribes,  which  was  probably  a dialect  of  tlio  Delaware  lan- 
guage, one  of  the  two  original  languages  of  the  North 
American  Indians.  From  Wood’s  History  wo  quote  the 
following  list  of  common  words,  Avith  their  corresponding 
English,  taken  doAvn  many  years  ago  by  John  Lyon  Gardiner, 
from  the  lips  of  a IMontank  chief,  and  preserved  as  the  only 
existing  relics  of  a language  noAV  extinct. 

IMassakeat  mund, — Great,  Good  Si)irlt. 

Machees  cund, — Evil  Spirit. 

Saunchem, — King. 

Saeunskq, — Queen. 

Wonniix, — Avhite  man. 

Wonnuxk, — Avliite  Avoman, 

Tnchun.- — Indian. 

Wewauchum, — Indian  com, 

Mausqueseets, — beans. 

Ausgoote, — jAumpkins. 

Quunhaiig, — a round  clam, 

SiixuAvaug, — a long  clam. 

Tobaugsk,  —^tobacco. 

Cheaganan, — a hatchet. 

Niep, — Avater. 

Keagh,  or  Eage, — land. 
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Maslitiee, — a canoe. 

Machaweeslvt, — a little  cliild. 

Yunks  quash, — young  woman, 

'>  Bquashees, — little  girl. 

Weenai, — old  Avornan. 

Sumauna, — give . 

Clieesk, — small. 

Chiauk, — large. 

W eegan , — good . 

Muttadeaio, — bad. 

Wedaums, — roast  corn. 

Cut  dans, — boiled  corn. 

Seaump, — pounded  corn. 

i'ook(‘h(‘ag,-  -roast  corn  pounded. 

Tlic  numerals  'were: — Nucqut,  one;  Neeze,  two;  Nisk,  three; 
Yuaw%  four;  JNepaw',  five;  Conma,  six;  Nusus,  seven;  Swans, 
eight;  Passecucond,  nine;  Pyuiick,  ten. 

In  the  matter  of  Indian  names,  which  occur  so  frequently 
in  the  history  of  every  locality,  and  in  many  cases  are  still 
retained,  we  find  much  perplexity,  caused  by  the  variety  of 
different  names  for  the  same  place,  as  well  as  the  more  fre- 
quent variations  of  what  appears  to  have  been  the  same 
original  word.  Sometimes  a dozen  different  authorities  will 
show  as  many  changes  of  the  same  name.  In  relation  to  tJiis 
subjecl,  J.  Peiiimore  Cooper,  in  the  preface  to  his  “Last  of 
the  IVjLohieans suys:  “The  great  difficulty  with  wTiich  the 
student  of  Indiuti  b.istory  has  to  contend,  is  the  utter  confu- 
sion that  pervades  tlie  names.  Wlien,  ho\vever,  it  is  recollect- 
ed ih  t the  Dut'';}'.,  the  English,  and  the  Erench,  each  took  a 
cou(jUeror’'s  libuiLj  in  tliis  particular;  that  the  natives  them- 
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selves  not  only  speak  different  languages,  but  that  they  are 
also  fond  of  multiplying  their  appelations,  the  diftieiilty  is 
more  a matter  of  regret  than  of  surprise.” 

.«K^he  customs,  habits,  and  dispositions  of  the  Indians  of 
Long  Island,  were  similar  in  general  respects  to  those  of  otlier 
tribes  on  the  continent,  but  these  Indians  seem  to  have 
always  been  more  friendly  with  the  wliite  settlers,  than  those 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Sound  Avere.  This  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  the  white  settlers  of  Long 
Island  were  more  careful  not  to  arouse,  by  acts  of  injustice 
and  oppression,  the  savage  sinrit  of  retaliation  and  hatred. 
The  only  occasion  that  avc  notice,  Avliero  the  government 
attcmiits  to  interfere  with  the  religious  exercises,  or  super- 
stitious notions  of  the  natives,  Avas  in  1665,  Avhen  among  the 
Duke’s  hiAvs  it  Avas  enacted,  “that  no  Indian  should  Vie  suffer- 
ed to  pawaiv,  or  perforin  Avorship  to  the  devil,  in  any  toAvn 
Avithin  the  government.” 

The  shells  of  Avhicli  they  made  their  Avainpum,  Avere  found 
in  plentiful  quantities  on  these  shores,  and  for  a Avliile,  this 
Avampum  Avas  used  by  the  English  and  Dutch  settlers  as  a 
circulating  medium,  at  a fixed  valuation.  This  substitute  fo’- 
money  Avas  made  of  little  iiieces  of  shells,  Avitli  holes  punched 
through  them,  by  Avhich  they  Avere  run  on  a string.  In  this 
shape,  they  Avere  frequently  i-eckoned  by  the  fathom.  Shells 
of  different  colors  Avere  used — some  Avhite  and  some  black. 
The  latter  Aveio  considered  of  double  the  value  of  the  former. 
Custom  at  one  time  prescribed  three  black  beads,  or  six  wliite 
ones,  as  equivalent  to  a penny.  Whenever  an  iinportfLut 
treaty  Avas  made  betAveen  Iavo  different  tribes,  belts  of  wam- 
pu  ui  Avere  exchanged  as  witnesses  to  the  agreement, 
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The  Indians  were  in  the  habit  of  training  up  young  wolves, 
which  they  used  for  dogs,  and  these  were  frequently  very 
troublesome  to  the  white  settlers,  often  destroying  their  cat- 
tle which  Avere  turned  upon  the  open  plains,  so  that  it  was 
necessary  to  employ  herdsmen  to  Avatch  them.  The  Avolves 
though  partially  tame,  retained  their  ferocious  nature. 

The  Long  Island  Indians  Avere,  Avith  feAv  exceptions, 
friendly  to  the  whites.  This  was  doubtless  because  the 
Avhites  Avere  friendly  to  them.  Individuals,  or  sinall  parties 
of  Indians,  were  occasionally  troid^lesome,  but  no  general 
combination  Avas  formed  against  the  settlers.  The  toAvns  had 
frequent  occasion  to  keej)  a close  Avatch  of  their  movements, 
and  suspicions  of  danger  from  them  were  often  aroused. 
Only  one  instam  v.,  hoAvever,  of  Avarlike  engagement  betAveen 
the  Indians  and  the  Avliiti's  occurred,  and  in  that  the  latter 
appear  to  have  been  the  aggressors.  No  attempt  Avas  made  to 
force  them  from  their  land,  but  in  all  cases  it  Avas  purchased 
of  them,  for  considerations  Avhich  seem  to  have  been  fair  and 
satisfactory.  Precautions  Avere  taken,  by  most  of  the  toAvns, 
to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  Indians  obtaining  guns 
and  ammunition.  Laws  were  passed  forbidding  the  sale  of 
those  articles  to  them.  Strict  measures  Avere  also  taken  to 
prevent  the  feeding  of  savage  fire  Avith  alcoholic  stimulants. 
The  sale  of  rum  to  the  Indians  Avas  restricted  by  heavy  lines. 
Besides  the  regulations  of  some  of  the  toAvns  in  these  matters, 
the  governors  under  both  the  Dutch  and  the  Englisli  rule,  at 
different  limes  issued  orders  to  the  same  effect.  The  Indians 
appear  to  liaA'o  submitted  at  all  times  Avithout  resistance,  to 
aii}^  reasonable  demands  made  of  them  by  the  Avhite  settlers. 
L:  ii.  id.  the  chiefs  of  those  tribes  Avho  occupied  the  east 
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end  of  the  island,  placed  themselves  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New  England,  for 
counsel  and  protection.  To  what  extent  tliey  were  submissive 
to  the  Commissioners,  does  not  appear  definite. 

About  the  year  1658,  much  unpleasant  feeling  existed 
between  the  English  and  the  Dutch  representatives  in  Ameri- 
ca. This  state  of  things  was  augmented,  if  not  caused  by 
the  war  then  going  on  between  these  nations  at  home.  In  the 
spring  of  the  year  mentioned,  the  English  settlers  suspected 
on  the  evidence  that  appeared  to  them,  that  the  Dutch 
authorities  intended  to  drive  them  out  from  the  territory, 
which  they,  the  Dutch,  claimed.  This  disputed  territory 
included  the  Avliole  of  Long  Island. 

. From  tho4^  signs  of  the  times,”  the  English  imagdned,  Avith 
considerablo  shoAV  of  reason,  that  the  Dutch  Avere  trying  to 
enlist  the  prejudice  and  hostility  of  the  Indians  against  them. 
Some  of  the  chiefs  on  the  Avestern  i)art  of  the  island  informed 
the  English,  that  they  had  been  oliered  implements  and 
munitions  of  Avar,  by  the  Dutch  ofiicers,  if  they  Avould  use 
them  in  destroying  the  English  settlers.  Some  of  them  had 
avoAved  rebellion  against  the  authority,,  of  their  Grand 
Sachem,  and  began  to  assume  unfriendly  attitudes  toward 
their  English  neighbors.  In  consequence  of  these,  and  many 
other  indications  of  an  ap]}roaching  outburst  of  the  savage 
element,  and  iin])ending  hostilities  of  the  Dutch,  the  peo[ilc' 
were  throAvii  into  a panic  of  fear  and  excitement.  They  ap- 
pealed to  rbe  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  for  .oro* 
tection,  and  placed  themselves  in  the  best  possible  position 
for  defence.  Strict  Avatcli  Avas  kept  up  in  some  of  the  toAvns, 
night  and  da) . Every  male  inhabitant  capable  of  mililiuy 
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duty,  Avas  required  to  iirovide  liimself  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and  not  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town,  but  to 
remain  where  he  could  hear  an  alarm  at  any  time,  on  hearing 
which  alarm,  he  should  repair  at  once  to  a designated  rendiiz- 
vous,  ready  for  action.  Some  of  tlie  towns  forb.ade  Indians 
coming  to  their  villages,  and  resolved  not  to  sell  them  any 
corn,  while  the  cloud  of  war  was  overluinging. 

The  culmination  of  this  reign  of  terror,  Avas  a regular 
engagement  between  a company  of  Engiisli  militia,  mostly 
from  Ilhode  Island,  and  a greater  part  of  the  Marsapeague 
tribe  of  Indians.  The  circumstances  and  details  of  this 
affray,  are  enveloped  in  obscurity  and  doubt.  The  fcAV  items 
that  are  preserved  in  the  histories,  arc  mainly  conjectures, 
Avhich  fiaapiently  show  considerable  discre]>ancies  between 
the  calculations  of  dillerent  authors,  amt  are  theiad’oro 
scarcely  reliable. 

AVe  shall  strike  not  far  from  the  truth,  however,  in  stating, 
that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1053,  a party  ' Marsa- 
peague Indians,  together  Avith  a few  from  some  otlier 
neighboring  tribes,  had  assembled  together  williin  an 
entrenchment,  on  the  south  side  of  Oysterbay  town,  being 
Avithin  the  territory  occupied  by  the  Marsapeague  Indians,  at 
a jdace  called  Fort  Neck,  from  the  circumstance  that  this 
fortilication  Avas  located  tliere.  The  manceuvering  of  thor,e 
Indians  spoke  of  warlike  intentions,  and  Avhether  the  suspi  - 
cions of  the  wnites  AAoire  Avell  founded  or  not,  it  seems  an. 
attadv  was  made  u])on  them  by  the  militia  under  command  of 
Capt.  John  Undm-liill.  A number  of  the  Indians  were  killed 
and  the  remainder  scattered. 

This  is  tliC  only  engagement  of  arms  resorted  to  by  ti:  e 
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Long  Island  Indians  against  the  whites,  that  appears  in  his- 
tory or  tradition.  AVhether  Oapt.  Underhill  acted  by 
direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  ; or 
by  authority  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  ; or  by  the 
request  of  the  people  of  the  English  towns  on  Long  Island  ; 
or  simply  on  his  own  judgment  and  responsibility,  does  not 
appear  plain.  It  is  not  impossible  that  he  might  have  had 
the  authority  of  all  these. 

During  the  sanguinary  times  of  “ King  Philip’s  ” war,  it 
was  feared  that  the  Narragansetts  might  induce  the  Montauks 
to  join  them,  in  their  war  upon  the  whites  in  Connecticut. 
A precautionary  measure  was  taken,  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  such  a scheme  being  carried  into  efiect,  if  ever  considered. 
This  was  an  order  from  the  governor,  (Andros,)  issued  in 
December  1675,  requiring  all  the  canoes  on  the  island,  cast  of 
Hell  Gate,  to  bo  taken  charge  of  by  the  constables,  and  all 
others  seen  in  the  Sound  after  that  time  to  bo  destroyed. 

In  the  year  1658,  Prime  records,  “ a most  terrble  disease 
invaded  the  Indians,  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  island  ; 
and  it  was  suj^posed  that  in  the  course  of  that  year  and  the 
next  succeeding,  nearly  two-thirds  of  their  number  Avero 
swept  into  the  grave.”  What  this  disease  Avhich  Avrought 
such  dire  havoc  among  them  was,  Ave  have  been  unable  to 
learn. 

Thus,  by  pestilence  added  to  war,  and  the  vices  introduced 
among  them  ’ny  the  white  man,  these  aboriginal  inhabitants 
of  the  islana,  have  been  gradually  diminishing  in  numbers, 
uniii  at  the  present  time  they  have  scarcely  a representative 
left  among  us. 

ooiiie  attempts  appear  to  have  been  made  at  an  early  d;\y, 
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to  instruct  the  Long  Island  Indians  in  the  arts  of  civilization, 
and  the  principles  of  tlie  Christian  religion.  The  Kev. 
Abraham  Pierson,  first  minister  of  Southampton,  it  is  sup- 
posed devoted  some  attention  to  the  matter  during  his  stay  at 
that  place.  In  16G2  the  “Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel 
in  New  England,”  paid  to  Rev.  Thomas  James  of  East  Hamp- 
ton £20,  for  his  services  among  the  Indians.  In  1711,  Mr. 
Azariah  Horton  was  employed  by  the  same  society,  as  a 
missionary  to  the  Indians,  and  quite  a reformation  was  insti- 
tuted among  them  untler  his  instructions.  Within  two  or 
three  years  some  80  adults  and  children  were  baptized.  The 
mission,  however,  was  maintained  only  about  twelve  years. 
In  1755,  Sampson  Occum,  a native  of  the  Mohegan  tribe,  in 
Connecticut,  was  engaged  as  a teacher,  and  afterward  as  a 
religious  instructor,  until  1701.  He  ajvpcars  to  have  been  a 
man  of  extraordinary  brilliancy  of  talent,  and  zeal.  In 
Europe  where  he  afterwards  went,  his  preaching  attracted 
much  attention.  To  him  is  ascribed  the  authorship  of  that 
familiar  hymn, — 

“ Awak’d  by  Sinai’s  awful  sound 
though  it  has  probably  been  somewhat  reconstructed  since  it 
came  from  his  pen.  At  a very  early  iieriod  Rev.  Mr. 
Leverich,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Oysterbay  and  Hunting- 
ton,  devoted  some  time  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
Indians  in  that  vicinity.  Somewhere  about  the  middle  of  the 
last  centary  Rev.  Peter  John,  a native  of  the  Shinnecock 
tiibe,  labored,  among  his  brethren,  and  was  instrumental 
in  establishing  clmrches  at  Wading  River,  Poosepatuck,  and 
Islip.  Before  lu.s  labors  ceased  he  was  followed  by  his  grand 
Boii..  the  Rev.  Paul  CulTee,  who  entered  the  missionary  field 
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about  the  year  1790.  These  first  efforts  to  educate  and 
enlighten  the  Indians  of  the  island,  it  will  be  seen  wero 
directed  more  especially  to  those  of  the  east  end.  We  believe 
it  is  an  established  fact,  and  if  so  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that 
the  tribes  thus  favored  and  cared  for,  were  always  more  docile 
and  friendly  with  the  whites,  and  have  survived  others  in 
their  national  and  individual  existence. 

The  island,  at  the  time  of  its  discovery,  was  to  a great 
extent  bare  of  trees.  The  cause  of  this  is  found  in  the  cus- 
tom which  prevailed  among  tlie  Indians,  of  burning  off  large 
tracts  of  land  every  year,  for  the  imrpose  of  inducing  the 
growth  of  herbage  and  grass,  which  fiirnislied  subsistence  for 
deer  and  other  animals  which  they  wished  to  hunt.  There 
were,  no  doubt,  large  patches  of  forest  trees  here  and  there, 
and  occasional  brambles  of  wild  vinos  and  briars.  The 
forests  are  said  to  have  been  clear  of  underbrush. 

The  land  Avas  thus  already  cleared  and  the  settlers  had  only 
to  put  up  their  fences,  and  dig  up  the  soil,  and  put  in  the 
seed.  They  generally  enclosed  their  land  for  cultivation  in  a 
large  common  field,  belonging  to  the  settlers  of  the  toAvn  in 
undivided  shares.  Another  field  was  enclosed  in  the  same 
W'ay  for  pasturing  Avhatever  stock  they  did  not  wish  to  turn 
out  at  large.  On  the  open  plain  all  extra  stock,  more  than 
they  wanted  for  immediate  or  daily  use,  Avas  turned  at  large, 
and  each  toA^m  emplo^md  herdsmen  to  Avatch  their  flocks  and 
guard  them  from  straying  beyond  the  proper  limits,  or  being 
Btoici'  or  iiijiued  by  marauding  Indians  or  ferocious  Aviid 
animals. 

When  the  island  Avas  first  settled,  the  cutting  of  timber  for 
maiuifactui'e  into  pipe-staves  appears  to  have  been  common. 
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This,  in  addition  to  the  burning  process  Mhich  had  been  prac- 
ticed by  tlie  Indians,  soon  caused  such  a scarcity  of  forest 
growtli,  that  during  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  settlement, 
the  towns  at  difierent  times  considered  it  necessary  to  x?ass 
orders  regulating  or  prohibiting  the  removal  of  timber  from 
the  stump.  At  the  same  time,  underbrusli  began  to  spring 
up  so  fast  tha|,  the  iDasturage  was  greatly  damaged.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1672,  the  governor  and  Court  of  Assize  directed  the  towns 
to  call  out  all  their  male  inhabitants  between  the  ages  of  16 
and  60,  four  days  eveiy  year,  to  cut  out  this  offensive  under- 
growth. 

At  the  first  settlement  of  the  island  but  little  money  was 
circulated.  All  bargains  were  made  in  produce.  The  ijrices 
of  wheat,  corn,  oats,  butter  and  so  foith,  were  evidently  not 
so  fiuctuating  in  those  days  as  at  the  present  time.  The 
salaries  of  ministers  and  schoolmasters  Avere  p)aid  in  x)roduce, 
at  specified  prices.  All  transactions  between  the  settlers 
were  made  in  jDroduce,  even  to  the  collection  of  taxes,  fines, 
and  the  satisfaction  of  executions.  The  folloAving  list  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  average  valuation  of  produce,  during 
the  middle  and  latter  i)art  of  the  seventeenth  century,  when 
this  custom  was  in  vogue.  _ 

Pork,  - - . - 3 pence  a x)Ound. 

Beef,  - ^ - - 2 

TalloAV,  - - - - 6 “ “ 

Buttei-,  - » - - 6 “ 

Dry  Hides,  - - . I “ “ 

Green  Hides,  - - 2 “ “ 

Lard,  - - - 6 “ 

Winter  Wheat,  - - I to  5 shillings  a busheL 

ISua.i  ' do.  » - 3s.  6d.  a bushel. 
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liyo,  - - - - - 2s.  Gd.  to  3s.  6d.  bushel. 

Indian  Corn,  - - 2s.  3d.  to  2s.  6d.  bushel. 

Oats,  - - - - 2s.  busliel. 

Whale  Oil,  - - - £1  10s.  a barrel. 

The  legal  valuation  of  stock  in  1GG5  was  as  folloAvs. 
Colts,  1 to  2 years  old,  - - - - £3  each 

“ 2to3  “ “ - - - - 4 

“ 3 to  4 “ “ - - - - 8 

Horses,  4 years  old  and  upwards,  - 12 

Bullock^,  4 years  old  and  upwards,  - - 6 

Bulls,  4 years  old  and  upwards,  - - G 

Cows,  4 years  old  and  upwards,  - - - 5 

Steers  and  Heifers,  1 to  2 years  old,  £1  10s. 

“ “ 2to3  “ “ 2 10s. 

“ 3 to  4 “ “ 4 

Goats,  one  year  old,  - - - 8s. 

Sheep,  “ “ - - - Gs.  8d. 

Hogs,  “ “ - - - £1 


Other  things  were  valued  something  like  this: — 
Board,  5 shillings  a week. 

Meals,  6 pence  each. 

Lodging,  2 pence  a night. 

Beer,  2 pence  a mug. 

Pasture,  1 shilling  a day  and  night. 

Labor,  2 shillings  6 X3ence  a day. 
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CH  APTER  V. 


GENERAli  DESCRIPTION  OF  LONG  ISLAND — ITS  SOIL,  CLIMATE  AND 

RESOURCES  — ITS  INDUSTRIAL  ENTERPRISES — lilPROVEMENTS 

AND  niPORT^INT  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  average  position  of  that  small  portion  of  the  Western 
Hemisjihere  known  as  Long  Island,  is  not  far  ditleieiit  from 
41  degrees  north  latitude,  and  4 degrees  east  longitude,  from 
Washington.  It  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in 
length,  and  from  tivelve  to  twenty  miles  wide.  About  forty 
miles  of  the  eastern  extremity  is  divided  into  two  i^oninsulas, 
averaging  from  four  to  six  miles  in  width,  and  separated  from 
each  other  by  Great  and  Little  Pcconie  Lays,  Shelter  Island 
Sound,  and  Gardiner’s  Bay.  Orient  Point  is  the  extremity 
of  the  northern  branch,  and  Montauk  Point  the  terminus  of 
the  southern  ; the  latter  extending  twenty  miles  farther  east 
than  the  former. 

Long  Island  Sound,  which  separates  the  island  from  Con- 
necticut, on  the  north,  extends  the  length  of  the  island,  from 
west  to  east,  its  greatest  width  being  about  twenty  miles, 
from  which  it  tapers  off  each  way.  The  greater  width  of 
the  island,  is  at  a point  about  forty  miles  from  the  west  end. 
Its  general  shape  Inis  been  likened  to  that  of  a luige  fish,  the 
west  Ciid  of  wliiclt  is  the  head,  and  the  peninsulas  of  the 
east  end  the  tl’akes  of  its  tail. 

The  southern  sliore  is  protected  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
by  a narrow  sand  beach,  which  extends  its  entire  length,  for 
most  en  i he  distajico  enclosing  a bay,  from  one  to  three  miles 
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wide,  between  it  and  the  island  proper  Outside  the  beach, 
at  an  average  distance  of  a quarter  to  half  a mile  from  it,  lies 
a shoal  or  bar  of  sand,  which  is  frequently  shifted  about  by 
the  action  of  the  waves.  At  different  i^oints  along  the  shore, 
the  beach  is  connected  with  the  main  island,  dividing  the 
inside  waters  into  distinct  bays,  some  of  which  are  entirely 
land-locked.  A few  inlets  or  openings  through  this  beach, 
connect  the  inside  bays  with  the  ocean,  and  admit  naviga- 
tion. 

The  water  in  these  bays  is  generally  shoal,  and  the  bottom 
muddy,  aftording  favoralde  conditions  for  the  propagation 
and  growth  of  oysters,  and  other  shell-lish,  eels,  fish,  and  the 
lilce,  with  which  they  abound.  The  business  of  securing  and 
marketing  these  products  afibrds  an  important,  industrial  and 
commercial  interest,  to  the  inliabilants  of  the  vicinity, 
thousands  of  whom  are  dependent  upon  this  source  for  their 
support.  Bordering  these  waters  are  extensive  salt  meadows, 
producing  ditferent  kinds  of  grasses  peculiar  to  such  situa- 
tions. 

The  harbors  and  bays  on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  are 
generally  deejDer  water,  and  better  adapted  to  purposes  of 
navigation.  There,  sliip-building  is  carried  on  to  a greater 
extent  than  on  the  south  side.  The  inlets  fi  <m  the  Sound 
are  more  frequent,  and  less  dangerous  of  axjproach. 

The  shores  of  Long  Island  abound  in  running  streams  and 
brocks,  many  of  Avhich  are  large  enough  to  furnish  consider- 
able power  for  driving  machinery.  These  are  miiinly  appiiea 
to  running  saAV  and  grist  mills,  with  now  and  then  a pa.per 
mill,  or  a (jorton  or  woolen  factory.  Many  of  the  smaller 
stu  ains  have  ot  late  years  been  occupied  and  improved  ns 
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trout  ponds,  and  immense  numbers  of  these  fish  have  thug 
been  propagated  at  great  expense,  for  sporting  purposes. 

Lakes  and  ponds  of  fresh  water  are  quite  frequent  in  some 
parts.  Many  of  these  are  looked  upon  as  natural  curiosities, 
from  the  remarkalfie  positions  which  they  occupy.  Some  are 
found  on  the  summit  of  high  hills,  otliers  in  tlie  bottom  of 
deep  valleys,  surrounded  by  steep  sand  hills,  others  again 
resting  c^uietly  upon  the  bosom  of  sandy  plains,  in  clo.se 
proximity  to  bodies  of  salt  water,  yet  elevated  many  feet 
above  the  sea  level. 

Extensive  deposits  of  peat  are  found  in  many  parts  of  the 
island,  mostly  in  the  interior.  These  have  attracted  some 
attention,  and  the  article  is  used  to  some  extent,  principally 
in  composting  manures  for  agricultural  i)urposes.  hiome 
attempts  have  been  made  to  utilize  it  for  fuel. 

The  north  shore  of  the  island  is  for  the  most,  considerably 
elevated,  and  broken  into  rugged  hills  and  bluffs.  The  rocks 
which  are  more  abundant  in  this  section  than  any  otlier, 
though  nowhere  as  frequent  as  on  the  hills  of  Connecticut, 
across  the  Sound,  are  of  such  irregular  shapes  that  they  are 
of  little  use  for  building  purposes,  or  even  for  laying  up 
stone  walls  for  fences,  though  they  are  used  to  a small  extent 
for  that  purpose.  The  stones  and  rocks  found  on  Long 
Island,  from  the  huge  bowlder  of  a hundred  tons  weight 
down  to  the  smrilest  pebble,  whether  found  on  the  sea-shore, 
belov.  high  water  mark,  or  far  inland  upon  the  toj)  of  the 
highest  hill,  or  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  at  the  bottom  of 
the  deepest  well,  are  almost  without  exception  devoid  of 
angles,  having  to  all  appearances  been  worn  smooth  by  the 
loi.g  continued  washing  of  wateiv  This,  together  with  tho 
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fact  that  various  kinds  of  shells,  and  bones,  and  trunks  of 
trees,  have  been  found  at  distances  of  forty  to  a hundred  feet 
or  more  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  is  a strong  argument 
which  geologists  bring  to  support  the  theory,  that  this  island 
was  at  some  time  not  so  far  back  as  the  creation  of  the  world, 
thrown  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  either  by  some  great 
shaking  up  of  the  interior  earth,  or  by  the  more  gradual 
action  of  the  sea  washing  up  the  material  of  its  bottom  in  a 
huge  pile. 

Inexhaiistilde  beds  of  clay,  of  a quality  suitable  for  brick 
making,  and  pottery,  are  found  in  the  hills  of  the  north  side, 
and  on  the  i)lains  of  the  interior.  These  are  worked  to  some 
extent,  but  the  supply  of  material  is  a hundred  fold  in  excess 
of  the  present  facilities  for  working  it. 

The  surface  of  Long  Island  may  be  set  down  as  an  average 
slope,  from  the  elevated  plains  and  clifis  which  extend  along 
the  Sound  shore,  to  the  ocean  and  bays  that  wash  the  level 
shores  of  the  south  side.  An  irregular  range  of  hills  extends 
most  of  the  length  of  the  island,  nearly  through  its  centre, 
and  south  of  this  range  the  surface  is  comparatively  smooth 
and  to  api^earances  level.  Betw'een  this  range  and  the 
rugged  elevation  along  the  north  shore,  the  surface  is  fre- 
quently broken  into  a confusion  of  hills  and  ^ Aleys  ; then 
again  extensive  tracts  of  beautiful  level  plain  intervene 
betw'een  the  ridges,  w’iiicli  are  from  tw'o  to  five  miles  apaxi. 
In  tid'3  central  ridge  w'C  find  the  highest  elevated  points  i.n 
the  island.  The  average  elevation  of  the  land  along  the 
nortli  side,  within  tliree  or  four  miles  of  the  Sound,  woiJd. 
be  about  100  feet,  The  hills  in  the  immediate  vicinity  would 
rau,.,v;  much  higher.  The  hills  adjoining  the  Sound  are 
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broken  abruptly  off,  presenting  on  tlie  north  side  a bare  wall 
of  earth,  rising  as  nearly  perpendicular  as  it  could  be  made 
with  the  loose  materials  of  wliich  it  is  composed. 

The  soif^f  Long  Island  like  its  surface  presents  a great 
variety.  To  “lump”  the  thing,  and  express  as  near  the 
truth  as  it  is  possible  to  do  in  as  few  words,  we  will  say  the 
soil  is  a sandy  loam,  which  on  the  north  side  is  heavy,  while 
through  the  middle  and  on  the  south  side  it  is  a grade 
lighter,  and  interspersed  by  an  occasional  tract  of  compara- 
tively sterile  sand.  We  are  aware  that  it  is  customary  for  a 
certain  class  of  sages,  who  are  fond  of  x>iG-ading  their  stores 
of  wisdom  before  the  world  through  the  medium  of  the  New 
York  Farmers’  Club  or  the  city  x^ress,  to  insinuate  heavily  or 
indulge  in  the  x>lain  assertion,  that  Long  Island  is  a desert  of 
sand,  with  only  here  and  there  an  oasis  of  even  tolerably  fair 
soil.  Such  insinuations  and  assertions  are  false  and  con- 
temptible. They  are  no  doubt  based  uxion  actual  observa- 
tions, (?)  made  by  occasion  d glances  from  the  car  windows 
while  x^i^ssing  over  the  island  by  rail,  in  the  meanwhile 
intently  absorbed  in  the  xierusal  of  “to-day’s  x^aper.”  The 
only  apology  we  need  offer  for  venturing  assertions  differing 
from  those  promulgated  by  such  luminaries,  is  that  having 
improved  more  extended  oxiportunities  for  observa*'X)n  of  the 
nature  and  qualities  of  Long  Island  soil,  a reverential  regard 
for  the  truth  stimulates  us  to  do  so. 

In.  nux^port  of  the  claim  tliat  Long  Island  is  not,  as  many 
sux^pose  it  to  be,  a barren  tract  of  unxtroductive  waste,  incax)a- 
ble  o|  profitable  cultivation,  we  might,  if  necessary,  bring  a 
cloud  of  tvitn esses — men  whose  words  carry  x^ower  and  intlu  - 
cp'.c  Lth  them — but  Ave  do  not  consider  that  the  necessity 
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exists,  and  space  will  not  permit.  Wc  however,  take  pleasure 
in  presenting-  the  following  extract  from  the  address  of  Hon. 
(now  Gov.)  John  A.  Dix,  before  the  N.  Y.  State  Agricultural 
Society,  delivered  October  7,  1859. 

“A  most  extraordinary  delusion  has  prevailed  in  regard  to 
the  productiveness  of  the  central  portion  of  this  disti'ict 
[Long  Island] — a delusion  natural  enough  with  those  who  only 
know  it  by  description;  for  one  of  the  historians  of  the  Island 
pronounced  it  ‘avast  barren  plain’  with  a soil  ‘so  thin  and 
gTavelly  that  it  cannot  be  cultivated  by  any  known  process.’ 
And  yet  the  surface  soil  of  this  whole  region,  with  some  in- 
considerable exceptions,  consists  of  a rich  loam,  from  twenty 
to  thirty  inches  in  depth,  easily  cultivated,  and  made  highly 
productive  without  immoderatt^  manuring.  Some  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  southeiui  part  of  the  State  liave,  during  the  last 
five  years,  been  made  in  this  condemned  region;  and  it  is 
shown  by  the  agricultural  survey  of  the  State  that  the  Island 
liroduces  fourteen  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre,  considerably 
beyond  the  average  of  the  State,  and  very  little  less  tlian  that 
of  the  Avestern  district.  In  a few  places  the  gravel,  Asitli 
which  the  surface  soil  is  underlaid,  crops  out,  but  these  hx'ali- 
ties  are  believed  not  to  exceed  two  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
island.  I have  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  it  in  summer 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  have  had  the  best  opportunity  of 
noting  its  productiveness.  There  are  farms  Avhich  have  been 
two  centuries  under  cultivation,  and  Avhich,  by  good  manage- 
ment, continue  to  yield  abundant  crops.  Fields  of  corn,  and 
of  the  most  luxuriant  grasses,  run  down  to  the  very  sand  hills 
which  the  ocean  throAvs  up,  as  it  Avere,  to  bound  its  oavii 
encroachments.  Here  too,  as  on  mountains  of  granitic  rock, 
nature  is  busy  Avith  her  ceaseless  transformations.  The  sand 
hills  are  no  sooner  throAvn  nj)  l)y  the  sea  than  tU^ey  begin  to 
perform  their  office  as  a part  (h'  ilie  solid  earth  b^  ministering 
to  the  sustenance  of  its  inhabitants.  * * 

“ Of  all  tlie  districts  of  the  State,  this  has  the  finest  suTumcr 
climate,  and  the  a\ inters  are  mitigated  and  made  temperate  l3y 
the  suiToun.ling  Avaters.  Closer  observation  and  expei-imewt 
have  dissipated  misapprehension  in  regard  to  its  fertiJii;/; 
they  ha\'-e  shoAvn  that  its  soil  is  Avarrn,  genial  and  product] v>'; 
and  tiiere  is  little  hazard  in  predicting  tlnit  it  Avill,  at  no 
distant  time,  become  the  garden  of  the  city  of  Ncav  York. ' 

The  land  along  the  south  side  is  usually  ke})t  in  a betiT 
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state  of  productiveness  tlian  that  in  the  interior.  This  is 
i owing  to  the  gi’eater  convenience  enjoyed  by  the  cultivators 

* there,  for  obtaining  the  fertilizing  products  of  the  adjoining 
i bays  and  creeks.  These  products  are  fish,  mussels,  oyster- 
I shells,  sea-Aveed,  eel-grass,  meadow-muck,  drift,  and  the  like, 

! Avhich  are  used  to  good  advantage  on  tlie  farming  lands  of  the 

* vicinity.  They  are  valuable  manures  and  easily  olhained,  but 
i their  bulkiness  forbids  their  being  hauled  many  miles  Avith 
j x^^ofit.  Fish,  of  that  Bxmcies  knoAvn  by  the  different  names 

menhaden,  white  fish,  shad,  bunkers,  bony  fish,  &c.,  are 
considered  the  most  valuable  of  these  manures.  They  are 
taken  in  large  quantities  in  the  bays  and  ocean,  by  companies 
of  men  and  fleets  of  vessels  armed  Avitli  largo  nets.  During 
late  years  a busijicss  of  considerable  inqAortance  has  si)rung 
ux>  in  the  manufacture  of  oil  from  tluisc  lish,  the  refuse  matter 
being  used  as  a fertilizer. 

In  extracting  the  oil,  the  fish  are  first  x^ot  into  huge  cal- 
drons, where  they  are  steamed  over  a great  brick  furnace 
After  this  they  are  turned  into  strong  boxes  made  of  heavy 
planks  with  openings  for  the  juice  to  escape,  and  placed 
under  powerful  x^resses  Avhich  squeeze  out  the  oil.  A great 
number  of  these  factories  have  been  established  on  the  shores 
of  the  bays  along  the  south  side  and  about  the  east  end  of  the 
island.  The  mania  for  “oil”  in  this  direction  has  raged  to' 
such  an  extent  that  the  former  lucrativeness  of  the  business 
is  impaired,  and  its  dimensions  on  the  decrease.  The  “scrax^” 
or  refuse  of  tlie  fisli,  after  the  oil  has  been  forced  out  is  in 
convenient  shape  to  be  a^jx^lied  to  the  soil,  and  it  is  claimed 
by  nnoiy  that  it  contains  all  the  fertilizing  elements  of  the 
orignnil  iish.  This  has  been  sold  during  the  past  ten  years  at 
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prices  ranging  from  twelve  to  twenty-live  dollars  a ton,  at  the 
factories,  in  bulk. 

The  agricultural  products  of  Long  Island  include  a great 
variety.  In  the  eastern  and  centra]  portions  grass  and  grain 
raising  receives  most  attention.  The  western  part  which  lies 
in  convenient  proximity  to  New  York  and  Brooklyn  markets, 
is  devoted  mainly  to  the  raising  of  root  crops  and  market 
garden  produce.  In  Queens  county  and  the  western  part  of 
Suffolk,  considerable  quantities  of  milk  are  produced  and  sent 
daily  to  the  New  York  market  by  special  trains  run  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  business.  Corn,  Avheat,  hay,  potatoes, 
and  dressed  hogs  are  shipped  in  considerable  quantities  from 
the  east  end. 

Some  attention  is  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  small  fruits, 
principally  strawberries,  blackberries  and  cranberries.  All 
these  are  found  growing  spontaneous  in  some  parts.  In  the 
central  part  of  the  island  and  its  vicinity,  blackberries  grow 
wild  in  great  profusion.  A few  years  since,  the  gathering 
and  marketing  of  these  berries  wais  a business  of  some 
importance,  which  during  the  picking  season  engaged  the 
attention  of  a greater  part  of  the  agricultural  inhabitants. 
The  growth  and  productiveness  of  the  briars  is  greatly  aug- 
mented by  an  occasional  plowing  of  the  groun"^,  immediately 
after  which,  in  many  instances,  the  crop  of  berries  prodpccd 
wdthout  furtlicr  cultivation  or  care,  will  return  much  becim* 
prchLs  than  any  ordinary  held  crop  with  aU  its  necessary  l,d}or 
and  expense.  Tlie  supply  of  cultivated  and  impr  e/ed 
vaNeties,  w'liich  has  since  been  thrown  upon  the  inarkeLS  of 
New  York'  and  other  cities,  has  nearly  silenced  the  demand 
k.'i:  ihe  wild  fruit  of  Long  Island. 


82 


GENEEAL  VIEW  OE  LONG  ISLAND. 


Apples,  pears,  i)eaclies,  plums,  clierries,  currants,  raspher- 
vies,  and  grapes,  are  cultivated  to  some  extent.  Several 
extensive  miseries  and  seed  gardens  are  among  tlie  important 
enterprises  of  tlie  island.  The  atmosphere  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  ocean  is  less  favorable  to  the  healthy  and 
vigorous  growth,  and  the  i)roductiveness  of  fruit  trees^  than 
that  of  the  interior  and  north  side. 

The  climate  of  the  island  is  subject  to  frequent  and  sudden 
changes  of  temxjerature,  but  is  generally  more  mild  than  that 
of  other  localities  in  the  same  latitude  further  away  from  tlie 
seashore.  The. mercury  varies  during  the  year,  between  90 
degrees  and  zero,  very  seldom  j)assing  these  extremes.  The 
prevailing  winds  of  winter  are  from  the  north  or  north-west. 
In  summer  the  south  si<le  recfivcs  a breeze  from  tiie  ocean 
nearly  every  day,  and  throughout  the  island  south-west  winds 
prevail,  though  many  times  the  interior  and  northern  parts 
may  be  receiving  wind  from  a different  quarter  at  the  same 
time  a sea-breeze  fans  the  soutii  side. 

The  principal  forest  trees  of  Long  Island  are  the  oak, 
pitch-pine,  hickory,  maple,  chestnut,  and  cedar.  Of  these, 
the  oak  and  hickory  are  found  chiefly  on  the  loamy  or  clay 
bottom  soils,  the  pine  on  the  sandy  plains,  the  chestnut  on 
the  elevated  northern’  parts,  the  maple  in  swampy  localities, 
and  the  cedar  here  and  there  on  the  cliffs  and  sea  shores,  as 
well  as  on  the  sandy  plains  of  the  interior.  < The  pine  plains 
are  eo'/eied  with  a thick  under  growth  of  snagged  bushes 
familiarly  kncwii  as  seriib  oaks  or  grubs.  These  have  the 
appearance  of  tlio  oak  family,  but  seldom  attain  a greater 
height  than  foar  to  eight  feet.  In  some  localities  tlie  ground 
ifi  L avned  witii  an  evergreen  trailing  plant  called  “deer  feeil. 
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"which  grows  in  such  a mass  as  to  form  a complete  carpeting 
for  the  “nakedness  of  the  land.” 

Here  and  there,  especially  on  tlie  south  side,  extensive 
patches  of  wintergreen  plants  are  found.  In  some  seasons 
the  crop  of  berries  produced  by  them  is  so  large,  tliat  a great 
many  people,  mostly  women  and  children,  find  prohtalde 
employment  in  gathering  them  for  market.  At  such  times 
v/agon  loads  of  them  are  collected  and  shipjied  to  market  by 
amateur  speculators. 

Huckleberries  in  the  oak  forests,  lilue-berries  in  the  pines, 
bill-berries  in  the  swamps,  and  beach-plums  on  the  sand,  are 
also  among  the  wild  fruits  of  Long  Island,  which  grow  in 
spontaneous  abundance. 

A very  important  industrial  enterprise,  especially  of  Suffolk 
county,  is  the  cutting  and  transporting  to  market  of  cord- 
wood,  from  the  extensive  oak  and  pine  forests  which  occui:>y  a 
gi'eat  portion  of  this  region.  This  business  gives  employment 
through  the  winter  months,  to  a large  number  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  is  to  some  a regular  business  through  all  seasons  of 
the  year.  A great  many  vessels,  mostly  of  small  size,  are 
constantly  engaged  in  transxiorting  wood  from  the  harbors 
and  bays  on  both  sides  of  the  island,  as  well  as  from  landings 
along  the  Sound  shore,  to  Ncav  York  and  other  places. 

May  9th,  1892,  a very  destructive  fire  originated  in  the  toAii 
of  Smithtown.  and  swept  over  a large  part  of  the  timber  laud 
of  that  town,  and  through  Brookhaven  into  the  towns  of 
Southampton  and  Eiverhead.  This  fire  charred  the  standing 
timber  so  that  it  was  unlit  for  cordwood,  and  to  make  tiicir 
losses  good  as  possible,  the  owners  of  the  black  wood  resorted 
lo  ilte  experiment  of  converting  it  into  charcoal.  I'his 
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proved  to  many,  unexperienced  in  the  business,  an  unprofit- 
able speculation  which  was  soon  abandoned. 

The  conflagration  of  18G2,  though  perhaps  of  greater  mag 
nitude  and  more  destructive  in  its  ellect  than  any  otlier  which 
has  ever  swej)t  over  any  part  of  the  fore.sts  of  the  island,  was 
a specimen  of  what  transpires  every  season  in  some  or  other 
part  of  the  island.  Oftentimes  the  same  spot  of  ground  Avill 
be  burned  over  every  year  or  two.  These  annual  tires  which 
usually  occur  in  the  spring  time,  Avhen  everything  is  dry,  and 
just  before  the  trees  and  bushes  are  clothed  Avith  their  summer 
foliage,  are  most  frequently  originated  by  fire  from  passing 
trains  on  the  railroads,  or  by  the  intentional  act  of  vicious 
persons.  Occasionally  a “ncAV  gG-ound”  burning  gets  beyond 
the  control  of  its  guard,  and  scours  over  a large  tract  before  it 
can  be  subdued.  The  timl)er  groAvtli  on  many  large  tracts  has 
become  so  stunted  and  sicking  from  the  ellect  of  these  repeat- 
ed fires,  that  it  is  almost  valueless,  and  in  a fair  way  to  become 
anniliilated. 

ShipAvrecks  are  of  frequent  occurrence  along  the  ocean 
shore  of  Long  Island.  Stretching  aAvay  from  the  entrance  to 
Ncav  York  Bay,  as  this  beach  does,  for  a distance  of  one  liun- 
dred  and  tAventy  miles,  it  presents  an  inhospitable  front  to 
vessels  approaching  that  harbor.  By  a slight  variation  from 
their  course,  or  lire  influence  of  lieavy  Avinds  blowing  laiid- 
Avairl,  after  having  Aveatliered  the  storms  of  mid-ocean  and 
arrived  almost  within  sight  of  their  anchorage,  ship  and  ca}-go 
is  often  waslied  upon  this  strand,  frequently  resulting  in  a 
total  loss  of  j.roporty,  to  Avbich  is  sometimes  added  that  of 
1 I ,!' i tu  lives.  Ivot  a year  passes  but  more  or  less  shipping  is 
\r:;-cK.ed  on  some  part  of  this  beach.  If  the  story  of  all  the 
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WT6cks  tlicit  liave  beon  tlirowii  upon  tlio  Long  Island  slioro 
could  be  gathered  into  a volume,  what  a series  of  destructive 
events,  of  distressing  circumstances,  and  terrible  scenes  that 
book  would  contain ! Among  tlie  most  disastrous  to  human 
life  of  all  such  casualties  that  ever  occurred  here,  was  the 
wreck  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Syliui,  in  January,  1815. 
This  took  place  near  Shinuecock,and  resulted  in  the  drowning 
of  one  hundred  and  eleven  of  those  on  board,  only  live  per- 
sons out  of  the  entire  human  cargo  being  saved  from  a grave 
in  the  sea. 

The  Bristol,  an  American  ship,  under  command  of  Oapt. 
McKown,  from  Liverpool,  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and 
passengers,  went  ashore  in  a gale,  on  Far  Bockaway  Shoals, 
Sunday,  November  21st,  1836.  The  sea  brolte  into  the  vessel 
where  the  passengers  liad  secreted  themselves  in  the  hold,  for 
safety,  and  between  sixty  and  seventy  Avere  droAvned  at  once. 
A part  of  those  Avho  escaped  this  Avere  saved.  Abmt  one 
hundred  persons  were  droAvned.  The  iDassengers  and  crew 
numbered  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  Most  of  the  passengers 
Avere  emigrants  from  Ireland. 

The  American  bark  Mexico,  Caf)t.  Charles  WinsloAv,  simi- 
larly loaded,  from  Liverpool,  Avith  a creAV  of  tAvelve,  and  one 
hundred  and  twelve  passengers,  mostly  Irish  emigrants, 
struck  the  beach  near  Hempstead  South,  on  the  morning  >f 
Tuesday,  January  3d,  1837.  Only  eight  of  those  on  board 
Avere  saved,  oae  Imndred  and  sixteen  ijcrishing  Avith  the  cold, 
or  oeing  driu’/ned. 

In  order  to  alleviate  to  some  extent,  the  sufferings  of  shij.-)- 
wrecked  mariuors,  the  government  has  erected  life  saving 
stations  along  the  beach,  at  a distance  of  four  or  five  miles 
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apart,  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other.  These  houses 
are  supplied  with  cordage,  ropes,  and  hawsers,  powder,  bails, 
mortars,  life  boats,  and  ]5ro visions.  Each  “ station  ” is  in 
i charge  of  a keeper  who  resides  in  the  vicinity.  By  a new 
' arrangement,  recently  instituted,  the  number  of  these  stations 
j has  been  increased,  and  a crew  of  seven  men  is  maintained  at 
j each  house,  during  the  winter  montiis,  while  the  danger  and 
I frequency  of  disaster  is  greatest.  By  this  means  the  elH- 
I cieucy  of  the  provision  is  increased. 

In  olden  times,  before  the  advent  of  railroads  here,  tlie 
mails,  and  the  traveling  public,  were  carried  and  accommodated 
by  stage  lines,  running  through  the  length  of  the  island. 
There  were  three  routes, — one  along  the  north  side,  another 
on  the  south  side,  and  the  other  tlirough  the  middle.  By 
authority  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  passed  in  1721, 
commissioners  were  appointed,  who  laid  out  these  three  roads, 
about  the  year  1733,  and  gave  them  the  names.  North,  Mid- 
dle, and  South,  Country  Hoads.  Tliese  three  roads  are  at  the 
present  day  the  principal  thoroughfares  of  wagon  travel  up 
and  down  the  island,  and  most  of  the  villages  and  settlements 
are  located  on  or  near  them. 

In  the  matter  of  railroads.  Long  Island  at  the  present  day 
is  not  behind  the  times.  True,  we  have  here  no  great 
thoroughfare  opening  into  an  exx:>anseless  region  beyond,  yet 
we  think  no  suburb  of  New  York  or  other  great  city,  contain- 
ing the  same  . number  of  inhabitants  scattered  over  a like 
extent  of  territory,  is  better  served  by  raihoad  facilities  siqr- 
ported  merely  l>y  Iccal  x>atronage  than  Long  Island. 

The  first  of  iliesc  enterx>rises  was  the  Brooklyn  Central  and 
Jamai;’a  raihoad,  Tins  was  ox^ened  for  travel  Axn’il  18th, 
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1836.  The  western  terminus  was  South  Ferry,  Brooklyn,  and 
the  distance  from  that  point  to  Jamaica  eleven  miles. 
The  Long  Island  liailroad  Company  commenced  the  extension 
of  tliis  road  from  Jamaica  eastward  in  1836.  In  August  of 
the  following  year  the  road  was  completed  and  put  in  opera- 
tion as  far  as  Hicksville,  26  miles.  In  1811  the  extension 
reached  Suffolk  Station.  In  the  summer  of  1811  the  road  was 
comxffeted  to  Greenport,  its  final  terminus,  and  tlie  first  train 
of  cars  passed  over  it  on  the  25tli  of  July,  of  tliat  year.  The 
length  of  this  road,  from  Brooklyn  to  Greenport  is  ninety-five 
miles.  This  is  the  longest  and  princijail  road  on  the  island. 
In  1860  a branch  was  constructed  from  Jamaica  to  Hunter’s 
Point,  and. the  main  western  terminus  and  depot  of  the  road 
established  at  that  place. 

A branch  from  the  Long  Island  Bailroad  at  nicksvillo  was' 
opened  to  Syosset,  four  miles  distant,  July  3,  185-1.  It  was 
intended  to  extend  it  to  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  four  and  a half 
miles  further,  but  after  the  road  had  been  graded  to  that 
point  it  was  abandoned.  From  Syosset  it  was  coiitinaed  to 
Northport,  and  i^ut  in  operation  as  far  as  that  point  in  April, 
1868.  From  Northport  the  road  was  extended  by  the  Smith- 
town  & Port  Jefferson  Bailroad  Compaxiy  to  Port  Jefferson 
in  1872.  The  entire  length  of  this  branch,  from  Hicksville 
to  Port  Jefferson,  is  thirty-three  miles. 

Branches  have  also  been  constructed  from  Mineoia  to 
Hempstead  on  the  south,  two  and  a half  miles,  and  to  1 oeusi; 
Valley  on  i:l)e  north,  a distance  of  ten  miles.  Another  brmmh 
has  lately  been  opened  from  near  Jamaica  to  the  sea-sido  at 
Far  Boekawivy,  about  tt;n  miles. 

The  Bug  Harbor  Branch,  diverging  from  the  main  him  at 
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Manor  Station,  was  bnilt  in  18G9.  It  passes  down  through 
“ the  Hamptons,”  terminating  at  Sag  Harbor,  and  covers  a 
distance  of  thirty-five  miles. 

The  Mushing  Hailroad,  extending  from  Hunter’s  Point  to 
Flushing,  a distance  of  eight  miles,  was  opened  June  2Gtli, 
1854.  It  has  since  been  extended  to  Manhasset,  about  six 
miles  further. 

The  Mushing  & North  Shore  Hailroad  extends  from  Hunt- 
^ cr’s  Point,  to  Whitestone  on  the  East  Hiver,  a distance  of 
eleven  miles. 

The  South  Side  Railroad  Company  was  organized  in 
18G0,  but  the  war  which  broke  out  soon  after  prevented 
anything  being  done  for  several  years.  In  February, 
18GG,  a new  organization  was  elVected,  and  in  the  following 
May  actual  work  commenced.  The  road  was  opened  from 
Jamaica  to  Babylon  in  October,  18G7.  In  18G8  it  Avas  com- 
pleted to  Patehogue,  and  the  Avestern  terminus  opened  to  the 
East  River,  Brooklyn.  Its  length  is  fifty -four  miles.  Its 
career  has  been  marked  by  enterprising  and  liberal  manage- 
ment, and  by  its  aid  and  infiiience  the  villages  along  the 
South  Side  have  made  rapid  strides  in  groAvth  and  improve- 
ment. A branch  from  this  road  has  been  laid  from  Valley 
Stream  to  Hempstead,  five  miles,  and  another  from  the  same 
point  to  Far  Rockaway,  nine  miles. 

The  C’entral  Timlroad,  A.  T.  SteAvart’s  enterprise,  connect- 
ing AYirli  the  Noav  York  and  Flushing  road  at  Mushing,  has 
been  extended  as  far  east  as  Farmingdale,  about  twenty  miles. 

Thus  it  Avili  be  seen,  Long  Island  has  about  800  miles  of 
railroad  j more  tluui  enough  to  put  a belt  round  its  entire 
lioita,  without  coundng  any  of  the  street  car  lines  of  Brooklyn 
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or  other  places.  And  yet,  railroad  projects  too  mimerous  to 
mention  are  constantly  exciting  gossip  in  all  parts  of  the 
island,  and  though  in  this  matter  as  in  many  others,  there  is 
always  more  or  less  “talk”  without  any  “cider,”  yet  as 
“straws  show  which  way  the  wind  blows,”  it  is  safe  to  pre- 
dict that  a few  years’  time  will  bring  much  greater  improve- 
ments in  this  direction,  than  a similar  ]ieriod  of  the  past  can 
show.  Some  of  these  projects,  and  many  others  yet  untalked 
of,  will  ere-long  be  carried  into  effect. 


From  the  returns  to  the  State  Engineer  we  quote  the  fig- 
ures contained  in  the  following  table,  concerning  the  railroads 
of  Long  Island. 


NAME  OJP  HOAD.  COST  PEU  CAPITAL  FLOATING  k 

MILE.  STOCK.  FENDED  DEbTS. 

Long  Island,  ‘ $31,191  S3, UOO, 000  $l,(;25,OOo.UO. 

Morth  Shore,  18,088  193,-1-15  111,000.00. 

South  Side,  51,500  1,000,000  2,030,781.02. 

Central,  00,350  223,280  1,110,598.29. 

Flushing  & North  Side,  103,011  281,000  1,382,227.00. 

Smithtown  & Port  Jefferson,  111,737  190,350  000,000.00. 

N.  Y.  & Ilockaway,  100,000  250,000.00. 

Newtown  & Flushing,  8,510  150,000.00. 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  these  increased  facilities  for 
communication  between  New  York  and  all  parts  of  the  island, 


it  is  asserting  its  legitimate  claim  as  a proper  suburb  and 
tributary  to  the  great  American  Metropolis.  The  public  are 
beginning  to  realize  and  admit  the  w'eight  of  that  claim,  ai:.] 


the  tide  of  immigration  is  setting  hitherward.  Capit;ili.sts 
.and  reai  estate  dealers  are  giving  their  attention  to  Long 
Island  lauds,  and  improvements,  to  a greater  extent  tliau  ever 


before.  Professional  men,  business  men,  and  nabobs,  men 


of  wealfcli  aaj  1 means,  are  buying  and  fitting  up  places  f>yi: 
suinmev  rustication,  while  other  thousands  are  becoming  poj  - 
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maiienfc  residents ; building  up  and  imxiroving  the  waste 
iilaces  of  this  beautiful  “island  of  the  sea.” 

' As  a Y/atering  xdace,  and  a xiopular  resort  for  the  over- 
taxed, over-heated,  and  over-stimulated  [)eox)le  of  New  York 
and  other  cities,  during  the  heat  of  summer,  Long  Island, 

I particularly  the  south  side,  is  assuming  a i^osition  of  increas- 
I ing  imiiortance.  All  along  the  south  side,  from  Coney  Island 
I to  Montauk,  commodious  hotels  have  been  fitted  uid,  for  the 
I accommodation  of  the  thousands  who  flock  hither  during  the 
summer  months.  New  ones  are  being  oi^ened  every  season, 
I.  but  still  the  facilities  are  inadequate  to  the  demand.  Club- 
houses, villas  and  cottages,  for  the  summer  retreat  of  city 
residents  and  men  of  wealth  and  xjrominence  in  imlitical, 
judicial,  literary  or  commercial  circles,  are  scattered  all 
through  the  villages  of  the  south  side,  and  other  i^arts  of  the 
I island  as  well. 

That  Long  Island  should  become  such  a iiojiular  resort  is 
! not  wonderful.  It  is  more  a wonder  that  it  should  have  re- 
I mained  so  long  in  conqiarative  obscurity.  But  the  fact  that 
j the  Long  Island  Railroad,  which  until  a fev/  years  ago 
j monox>olized  the  land  travel  over  the  island,  runs  most  of  its 
i way  through  the  least  inviting  and  most  monotonous  route 
i that  could  have  been  selected,  affords  a i)retty  good  explana- 
tion of  the  mystery.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  a more  beauti- 
ful combination,  or  greater  variety  of  scenery, — of  valley  and 
plain,  lull-side  and  blnlf,  sea-shore  and  high-land,  river  and 
lake,  harbor  and  cove,  forest  and  clearing,  meadow  and  Aviid, 
village  and  hamh  t - - within  so  short  a distance  of  the  great 
city  tl.-Vii  1 ong  Liand  |>resents.  Nearly  all  this  beauty  and 
variel^  however  is  hnhlen  from  the  traveler  as  he  jiasses  over 
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the  railroad,  nor  has  it  been  conveniently  accessible  from  the 
city  by  way  of  the  railroad.  Pleasurists  and  settlers  in  search 
* of  desirable  locations  have  therefore  passed  Long  Island  by, 

, and  bestowed  their  jifttronage  nx)on  other  places.  The  new 

railroad  facilities  which  have  been  opened  iijxiLi  the  sides  of 
the  island,  have  developed  its  attractions  vuy  la^ndly  within 
a few  years  past,  and  doubtless  will  continue  to  do  so  for 
many  years  to  come. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


, SUFFOLK  COUNTY  DURING  THE  REVOLUTION — THE  SPIRIT  OF 
I REBELLION — BRITISH  ARMED  AUTHORITY — REDUCTION  OF  BRIT- 

: ISH  FORTIFICATIONS  AT  SAG  HARBOR,  ST.  GEORGE’s  AND  SLONGO 

— REFUGEE  DEPREDATIONS  AND  PETTY  SKIRMISHES. 

' When  the  troubles  Avhich  preceded  the  Revolution  began 
! to  darken  thick  over  the  continent,  and  the  iron  grasp  of 
English  tyranny  had  already  closed  u|ion  the  port  of  Boston, 
the  ATarious  toAvns  and  districts  of  this  county  held  special 
meetings,  and  passed  resolutions  expressing  tlieir  leadincss  to 
take  part  in  resisting  oppression,  and  sympathizing  with  tlieir 
neiglibors  of  Boston.  Oomiiiittei's  Avcre  appointed  in  eacli 
I toAvn  or  district  to  reiiresent  them  in  conventi(»ns  of  the 
^ county,  to  devise  measures  for  the  Avelfare  of  the  country,  and 
I arrange  to  act  in  unison  in  executing  such  measures, 
t The  “Committees  of  Correspondence”  (as  they  Avere  call- 
I ed),  for  Suliblk  county,  met  at  Riverhead,  November  15th, 
i 1774,  and  passed  the  folloAving: 

j Voted,  Tliat  Ave  recommend  it  to  the  several  toAvns  in  tliis 

i county,  to  set  foi'Avard  a subscription,  for  the  employment 
and' relief  of  the  distressed  poor  in  the  toAvn  of  Boston,  to  lie 
i collected  in  such  inauner  as  the  committees  in  each  toAvn  shall 
judge  proper;  to  be  in  readiness  to  be  forwarded  early  next 
spring.’’ 

'’■Voted,  That  John  Foster  have  the  care  of  procuring  a ves- 
sel to  call  at  the  sevei  al  harbors  in  this  county,  to  receive  and 
carry  tin  al'ove  donations  to  Boston.” 
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“ That  we  fully  approve  of  the  proceedings  of  the 

late  Continental  Congress,  and  recommend  it  to  the  commit- 
tees of  the  dilferent  towns  to  see  that  the  Association  by  them 
entered  into  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  constituents, 
be  strictly  observed. 

EZRA  L’HOMMEDIEU,  Clerk.” 

February  23,  1775,  the  “ Committees  of  Observation” 
representing  the  people  of  Huntington,  Smithtown,  Islip, 
and  Southaven,  Avith  some  of  the  ])rincii:)al  inhabitants  of 
Brookhaven,  met  at  SrnithtoAvn,  and  passed  resolutions  ap- 
proving the  course  of  the  late  Continental  Congress,  and 
advising  the  representatives  of  tlie  county  to  join  in  the 
appointment  of  delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  whicli 
was  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  in  the  month  of  klay  follow- 
ing. The  assembly  did  not  make  the  appointment  of  such 
delegates,  and  a provincial  convention  was  called  for  the 
purpose.  In  this  convention  Suliblk  county  Avas  represented 
by  Col.  William  Floyd,  Col.  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Col.  Phineas 
Fanning,  Thomas  TredAvell,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart,  who  had 
been  appointed  by  a meeting  of  the  committees  of  the  seA^eral 
towns  of  the  county  held  at  Riverhead  April  6th,  1775. 

During  the  summer  of  that  year  [1775],  several  British 
vessels  Avere  pro av ling  about  the  east  end  of  the  island.  These 
occasionally  carried  ofi'  stock  from  the  pasture  fields  of  Mon- 
tank.  In  reply  to  a petition  from  the  peoxile  of  South  and 
East  Hampton,  Congress  gave  xiermission  to  tAvo  comx^anies  of 
troox^s,  Avliich  had  been  raised  in  the  vicinity,  to  remain  to 
guard  the  stock.  On  tho  7th  of  August,  thirteen  sail  of  Biat- 
isli  shipx>ing  vere  seen  ofi'  Orient  Point.  To  x>i’epare  foi 
defense,  against  a raid  upon  the  stock  about  the  east  end,^ 
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Congress  ordered  four  companies  from  Gen.  "Wooster’s  com- 
mand at  Harlem,  to  go  tliitlier  under  Col.  Pliineas  Fanning; 
and  voted  two  hundred  pounds  of  powder  to  the  order  of 
Ezra  L’Hommedieu  and  John  Foster.  Notwithstanding  these 
precautions  it  is  said  that  about  one  hundred  cattle  and  near 
three  thousand  sheep  were  taken  from  Fisher’s  and  Gardiner’s 
Lslands. 

The  militia  of  Suffolk  numbered  a little  more  than  two 
thousand.  Companies  of  minute  men  were  organized  and 
preparations  made  for  the  best  possible  defense  of  the  county. 
January  5th,  1776,  Congress  sent  one  thousand  pounds  of 
powder  to  the  Huntington  committee,  April  of  the  same 
year,  three  companies  which  had  been  raised  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county,  for  the  Coidinental  service  were  allowed 
to  remain  where  they  were,  to  aid  in  guarding  that  section. 

About  the  22d  of  July  the  Inde2)endcnce  of  the  American 
colonies  was  proclaimed  among  the  peoide  of  Suffolk,  and  the 
resolutions  of  the  i:>rovincial  Congress  aiiin'oviiig  the  action  of 
the  Continental  Congress  were  read  amid  the  enthusiastic 
demonstrations  of  the  people.  At  Huntington,  an  effigy  of 
George  III,  wearing  a wooden  cromi  stuck  full  of  feathers 
was  hung  on  a gallows,  and  having  been  jDartly  filled  with 
powder,  was  bloAvn  to  i^ieces  and  burned.  The  “Union,”  and 
the  letters  “George  III,’’  were  cut  from  the  flag  which  had 
been  swinging  oi'  the  breeze  from  the  liberty-i^ole,  and  also 
burned  with  the  effigy  before  a parade  of  the  peoiffe. 

But  tile  patriotic  enthusiasm  which  then  seemed  to  per- 
vade the  whole  country  was  quickly  silenced  by  the  turn 
of  tdhairs  which  gave  the  British  full  possession  of  the  island, 
A fir-;  the  disu.diohs  battle  of  Long  Island,  followed  by  the 
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evacuation  of  Brooklyn  by  the  Continental  forces,  the  few 
companies  of  regular  troops  tliat  were  within  the  county 
withdrew  to  Connecticut,  as  did  also  the  leading  Whigs,  and 
many  others,  and  the  militia  disbanded  and  went  to  their 
homes.  The  committees,  of  the  county  and  of  the  several 
towns  were  dissolved,  and  compelled  to  revoke  their  former 
actions  and  disclaim  all  allegiance  to  congresses  and  the  cause 
of  American  Independence.  Under  date  of  August  29,  Gen. 
William  Erskine,  who  had  received  an  appointment  from 
Gen.  Howe  to  the  command  orf  the  eastern  part  of  Long 
Island  issued  a iDroclamation  to  the  people  of  Suffolk,  enjoin- 
ing them  to  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
the  county  ; directing  all  committee  men,  and  others  acting 
under  authority  of  the  “Rebels”  to  cease  at  once  all  such 
action  or  connection  ; and  requiring  all  men  in  arms  to  lay 
them  down  and  surrender  themselves  at  once  ; and  exhorting 
all  persons  to  aid  and  assist  His  Majesty’s  Forces  by  furnish- 
ing cattle,  wagons,  horses,  and  whatever  else  lay  in  their 
power  ; and  further  intimating  that  if  such  requirements  were 
not  immediately  complied  with,  he  should  march  into  the 
county  and  “lay  waste  the  property  of  the  disobedient.” 
Levies  were  made  upon  the  inhabitants  for  grain,  forage,  &c., 
which  generally  required  all  that  the  farmers  had  to  spare, 
and  frequently  much  more,  and  sometimes  even  their  whole 
supply.  All  such  property  as  belonged  to  the  open  “Rebels” 
or  those  who  had  fled  to  them  for  jirotection,  was  taken  with- 
out reserve.  In  October,  a testimonial  of  allegiance  to 
George  III,  at  the  same  time  petitioning  that  this  county 
might  be  resfered  “to  His  Majesty’s  protection  and  peaoe,” 
\Y  signed  by  six  hundred  and  fourteen  persons,  ai'  i 
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addressed  to  Hichard,  Lord  Viscount  IIowo,  and  General 
William  Howe,  the  ‘‘  King’s  Commissioners  for  restoring  peace 
to  His  Majesty’s  Colonies  in  North  America.” 

During  the  war  British  troops  wer©  stationed  in  different 
parts  of  the  county.  Their  numbers  were  increased  by  enlist- 
ments of  Tories.  A series  of  petty  skirmishes  and  raids  upon 
property  was  carried  on  l)y  both  parties.  The  inhabitants 
were  xAimdered  by  Whigs,  and  Tories,  and  British  troops, 
and  there  was  no  redress  for  the  sufferers.  Brute  force  Avas 
the  highest  law. 

We  x^resent  in  the  folloAving  x^aragraphs  some  of  the  most 
important  military  exx^loits  in  the  record  of  Suffolk  County 
during  the  Bevolution. 

In  the  early  x^art  of  November,  1770,  a party  of  three  or 
four  hundred  troox^s  crossed  from  New  Haven  to  Setauket  for 
the  xnu’XAOse  of  eax^turing  a x^arty  of  Tories  Avho  Avere  stationed 
there,  and  to  remove  the  effects  of  a gentleman  Avhose  sympa- 
thies Avitli  the  American  cause  had  comx3elled  him  to  leave  his 
home.  The  Americans  encountered  a detachment  of  newly 
enlisted  trooxDS  belonging  to  Gen.  HoAve’s  army,  under  com- 
mand of  one  Smith,  and  after  a shai’xi  engagement  in  which 
six  to  ten  of  the  British  troops  Avere  killed,  returned  Avitli 
twenty-three  prisoners  and  seventy-five  muskets. 

In  April,  1777,  the  British  trooxis  had  collected  a large 
quantity  of  forage  and  xjroAusions  at  Sag  Harbor,  and  in  order 
to  desti\jy  these,  an  exx^edition  Avas  x^lanned  by  Gen.  Parsons, 
which  x-royed  one  ci;  the  most  brilliantly  successful  exploits  of 
the  Be  volution.  A x^arty  of  about  tAVO  hundred  men,  under 
command  of  Col.  M eigs  left  Ncav  Haven  on  the  21st  of  May  to 
execute  ike  design.  Foul  Aveather  detained  them  at  Guilford 


BTIFFOLK*  DURING  THE  REVOLUTION. 


97 


a day  or  two.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd  the  expedition 
embarked  Irom  that  place,  in  whale-boats,  under  convoy  of 
two  armed  sloops,  and  crossed  over  to  the  Island,  landing  near 
Southold  at  G o’clock  in  the  evening.  Leaving  the  sloops,  the 
party  liauled  their  boats  across  a narrow  isthmus  (prol)ably 
Ashmomogue)  and  pulled  across  the  Bay,  landing  on  the 
Southampton  side  about  three  miles  from  Sag  Harbor.  Here 
they  secreted  their  boats  in  the  bushes  and  placed  a guard 
over  them.  Marching  directly  to  the  village,  where  they 
arrived  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  tliey  impressed  two 
men,  whom  they  found  takin,g  care  of  the  sick  at  a hospital, 
and  compelling  them  to  act  as  guides  i^roceeded  at  once  to 
the  quarters  of  the  commanding  ollieer,  and  secured  him 
while  lying  in  his  bed.  After  carrying  the  outpost  at  the 
point  of  the  l)ayonet,  Col,  hleigs  advanced  with  his  force  to 
the  shipping  about  the  wharf.  Here  he  was  exposed  to  the 
tire  of  the  enemy  from  an  armed  schooner  of  twelve  guns  and 
seventy  men  at  a range  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  .For 
about  forty-five  minutes  he  occupied  this  position,  without  the 
loss  or  serious  injury  of  a single  man.  Daring  that  time  the 
object  of  the  expedition  was  successfully  carried  out.  Twelve 
brigs  and  sloo])s  vere  burned,  together  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty  tons  of  hay  and  a quantity  of  corn  and  oats.  Ten 
hogsheads  of  rnm  and  a considerable  quantity  of  merchandise 
v/ere  also  destisyed.  Six  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and 
ninety  prisoners  taken.  Having  thus  achieved  a brilliaiit  suc- 
cess,  Ooi.  Meigs  returned  to  Guilford  the  same  day,  where  lie 
arrived  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  an  absence  of  L vn 
little  more  than  twenty-four  hours.  Not  a man  had  been  le.st 
during  the  expedition.  Of  so  much  importance  wais  this 
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fjvrTit,  con«i(1f!rfrl,  tliat  Ocn,  Wasliington  on  liearin^^  of  tlio 
VtthuM  a J<.U.or  ot  ooo^rat uiation  to  ('n  h. 

u)nl  (’(HigrcHa  voted  i'  a jir(;.si;n1a1i(ni  of  a Hwoid  to  (UA, 
Meigs. 

In  Angnst,  1777,  Setauket  was  one  of  the  British  outposts, 
and  was  occupied  by  two  hundred  and  sixty  men  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  llichard  Hewlett.  The  Presbyterian  church 
had  been  taken  possession  of  and  made  a military  stronghold, 

• fortified  by  a mound  of  earth  six  feet  high  and  five  feet  thick 
surrounding  it  at  a distance  of  thirty  feet.  Pickets  Avere  set 
closely  upon  the  top,  and  along  the  outer  face  of  the  mound, 
over  the  ditch.  Inside  the  church  four  swivels  Avere  mounted, 
looking  from  the  gallery  Avimhnvs.  To  l)reak  up  this  strong- 
liold,  and  ca])tnro  tlie  gariisou  was  a V(‘ry  desirable  object, 
and  one  AAdiich  Gen.  Parsons,  stimulated  pcrliaps  by  tho, 
encouraging  result  of  Meigs’  Expedition,  undertook  to  accom- 
plish. In  pursuance  of  this  design  he  crossed  the  Sound 
with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  [some  authorities  say 
a much  larger  force]  and  landing  on  the  Sound  shore  ap. 
preached  the  British  fortification  and  demanded  its  immedi- 
ate surrender.  This  being  refused,  an  attack  Avas commenced 
with  three  pieces  of  artillery  Avliich  were  planted  within  three 
or  four  hundred  yards  of  the  fort.  After  a Avarm  engagement 
of  tAVO  or  three  hours’  duration  intelligence  was  received  by 
Gen.  Parsons  tiiac  several  British  shij)s  of  war  Avhich  had 
been  lying  at  Huntingto]i  AA^ere  proceeding  eastAA^ard,  and 
fearing  that  hi.s  retreat  miglit  be  cut  off  by  the  capture  of  his 
sloop  and  Avliais-boats,  the  attack  was  abandoned  and  liiO 
Americans  lied  io  their  boats  and  returned  to  Black  Kock,  the 
p un'  of  their  departure.  Four  of  their  number  Avere  kiile.'i 
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in  the  engagement,  and  several  others  -wounded.  The  British 
loss  was  even  less  than  that.  One  of  the  soldiers  Avho  voliiii-’ 
teered  in  this  expedition  was  Mr.  Zachariali  Green,  Avho 
about  twenty  years  later  was  installed  minister  of  that  church. 
In  the  early  part  of  1778  the  garrison  left,  and  the  fort  was 
abandoned. 

In  November,  1780,  one  of  the  most  daring  exploits  in  the 
history  of  SuffoUr  during  the  Itevolution  was  planned,  and 
carried  into  successful  execution  by  Maj.  Benjamin  Tallmadge. 
This  was  the  capture  of  Fort  St.  George,  located  on  the  south 
side  of  the  island,  at  Smith’s  Point,  IMastic.  At  that  jjoint  a 
triangular  enclosure  of  several  acres  extent  had  been  con- 
structed, at  two  angles  of  which  were  strongly  barricaded 
houses,  and  at  the  third  a fort,  ninety-six  feet  square,  well 
protected  by  an  abattis  of  sharpened  piiJkets  projecting  from 
the  earthen  mound  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees. 
The  fortillcation  had  but  just  been  completed,  and  two  guns 
were  mounted.  It  was  intended  as  a safe  dejjository  for 
merchandise  and  munitions  of  war.  The  garrison  numbered 
something  more  than  fifty  men.  About  four  o’clock  in  tlie 
afternoon  of  November  21st,  Maj.  Tallmadge  with  two  com- 
panies of  dismounted  dragoons,  numbering  in  all  eighty  men, 
left  Fairfield,  Conn.,  in  eight  open  boats,  and  crossed  the 
Sound,  landing  at  Mt.  Sinai  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  even- 
ing, After  securing  the  boats  in  the  bushes  and  stationing  a 
gu.ard  over  them  the  troops  were  set  in  motion  to  cross  tlif' 
island.  They  had  proceeded,  however,  but  a feAV  miles  u 
a severe  rain  storm  came  on,  which  compelled  them  to  n uirn 
and  take  shcitar  under  their  boats.  Here  they  remainc'-l  all 
night  and  the  next  day.  About  seven  o’clock  in  the  eveumg 
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of  the  22d,  the  niin  abated  and  tlie  men  again  started  on  their 
march,  arriving  within  two  miles  of  the  fort  by  three  o’clock 
on  the  following  morning.  Here  the  troox)3  were  divided  into 
three  detachments,  each  of  which  proceeded  by  a different 
route  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  attack  upon  the  fort  at 
different  points.  IMaj.  Tallmadge  himself  led  the  main  column, 
whose  approach  was  not  discovered  by  the  enemy  until  the 
pioneers  were  tvitliin  twenty  yards  of  the  stockade.  A breach 
was  quickly  made,  and  the  troops  rushed  into  and  through 
the  “grand  parade”  to  the  main  fort,  which  they  carried  with 
the  bayonet  without  the  firing  of  a single  musket.  At  the 
same  instant  the  leaders  of  the  other  two  detachments  mount- 
ed the  ramparts  and  from  the  three  sides  of  the  triangle  a 
chorus  of  Washiiuitoa  and  (f/ory  ” was  shouted  by  the 
elated  victors.  Just  then  a volley  of  musketry  was  discharged 
upon  them  from  one  of  the  barricaded  houses  in  Avhich  a 
considerable  number  of  the  garrison  were  secreted.  The 
attention  of  Tallmadge’s  men  was  immediately  directed  to 
that  point,  and  for  a few  minutes  a sharp  contest  ensued, 
during  which  the  latter  forced  an  entrance  to  the  house  and 
hurled  a number  of  the  enemy  from  the  second  story  windows 
headlong  to  the  ground.  During  the  encounter  seven  of  the 
enemy  were  killed  or  wounded.  The  fort  was  destroyed,  fifty- 
four  prisoners  were  taken,  and  a quantity  of  merchandise 
brought  away,  A vessel  lying  near  the  fort  was  also  burned. 
Having  tl'us  accomplished  the  object  of  their  visit,  the  Ameri- 
cans returned  vitli  iheir  prisoners,  Maj.  Tallmadge  at  the 
same  time  with  ten  or  twelve  of  his  men  going  by  the  way  of 
Coram  where  they  set  on  fire  a magazine  of  hay,  estimated  at 
near  u ..a.  hundred  ions,  which  had  been  collected  there  by 
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the  British.  Arriving  at  the  landing  place  simultaneously 
with  the  main  body  of  his  detachment,  all  returned  to  Fair- 
field  the  same  night,  reaching  there  about  midnight.  None 
of  Tallmadge’s  men  were  killed  nor  but  very  few  injured.  A 
letter  of  commendation  was  addressed  by  Gen.  Washington  to 
IMaj.  Tallmadge  on  the  occasion  of  the  successful  capture  of 
Fort  St.  George  and  the  burning  of  hay  at  Coram.- 

On  the  evening  of  October  2,  1781,  Maj.  Tallmadge  sent  a 
detachment  of  150  Continental  troops  headed  by  Maj.  Tres- 
cott  from  Saugatuck  River,  Conn.,  to  destroy  Fort  Slongo, 
a British  fortification  in  the  nortli  western  part  of  Smithtown. 
This  fort  was  occupied  by  a garrison  of  140  men,  well  armed. 
The  Continental  troops  crossed  the  Sound  under  cover  of 
night  and  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  successfully 
atbieked  the  firrt.  After  a short  ongagoment  in  Avhich  four  of 
the  enemy  were  killed  and  two  wounded,  the  garrison  was 
subdued.  The  fort  was  destroyed,  the  block-house  and  other 
combustible  materials  burned,  and  twenty-one  prisoners 
taken.  One  brass  field  piece,  and  seventy  muskets  were  cap- 
tured, and  two  iron  guns  destroyed.  The  detachment 
returned  without  the  loss  of  a man,  and  with  but  one  serious- 
ly injured. 

The  following  items,  wliich  we  copy  from  Onderdonk’s 
“Revolutionary  Incidents”  will  give  an  idea  of  the  distressii  g 
condition  of  ahhirs  during  those  years.  Several  of  them  v.'o 
would  explain  are  in  the  language  of  Avriters  of  that  peri'\l, 
Avhose  sympat'nies  Avere  Arith  the  British, 

“ There  are  tAVo  companies  of  Tories  stationed  at  Hunting- 
ton  but  not  a man  east  of  tliere  ; also  about  ten  or  a do/.  ni 
regular  officers  vdthout  any  men.  They  are  billeted  on  the 
iiih.ildtants,  all  of  them  Avithout  pay,  and  have  plundered, 
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stole,  and  destroyed  to  siicli  a degree,  that  the  inhabitants 
, must  unavoidably  starve  in  a little  time,  for  ^vant  of  food. 

Sundry  of  the  principal  men  have  been  beaten  in  an  unheard 
! of  manner  for  not  complying  with  their  unrighteous  retpiests, 

' X^iii’ficularly  good  Dr,  Platt  and  Mr.  John  Brush.  The  meet- 
' ing-house  made  a store  house  of,  no  jjuhlic  ^vorship 
I o/',  and  tlie  good  i)eople  assembled  live  miles  out  of 

I town,  at  West  Hills — tliey  (British)  followed  them,  and  broke 
up  their  assembling  together  any  more.  Gaine,  Feb.  17, 
1777.” 

I “ One  night,  week  before  last,  a party  of  reljels  came  over 
from  Connecticut  to  the  house  of  Solomon  Smith,  of  Smitli- 
I town,  and  robbed  him  of  all  the  clothing  of  his  family  and 
some  household  furniture.  On  their  return  the  boat  overset, 

' and  ’tis  su|JX30sed  the  whole  pai'ty  x^erished,  as  the  boat  and 
j some  dead  bodies  were  found  on  the  shore  near  Mr.  Smith’s 
^ within  a day  or  two  afterwards.  Gaine,  April  7,  1777.” 

New  London,  Dec.  19.  A x^lan  having  been  formed  to 
bring  off  or  destroy  a magazine  of  military  stores  which  the 
enemy  had  at  Sclauket,  on  Long  Island,  and  to  destroy  some 
shi})X)ing  loaded  witli  timber  at  Southold,  on  Tuesday  niglit 
of  last  week,  x^art  of  two  battalions  of  troox)S  emlnirkcd  from 
this  State,  under  convoy  of  the  sloo})  Schuylek,  and  Spy  and 
Mifflin,  schooners.  Unfortunately  next  morning,  just  be- 
fore light,  the  Falkland,  a British  Frigate,  in  her  xJ^^ssage 
from  New  York  to  NewxJort,  came  across  the  Sciiuylee  and 
two  smaller  vessels,  when  the  latter  run  ashore  on  the  Island, 
but  the  former  in  attemxiting  to  get  in  ivith  the  land,  run  on 
a spit  of  sand  (called  Old  Man’s)  and  was  taken  with  about 
60  trooxis  on  board,  among  them  Cols.  Ely,  and  Samuel  B. 
Webb,  &c.  On  Thursday,  a x^arty  of  men  under  Caxit.  Hart, 
marched  to  Southold  and  were  very  near  making  iirisoners  of 
Capt.  Ayscough  and  upwards  of  twenty  men  belonging  to  the 
shixi  Swan,  avIio  were  in  a house  in  Southold,  but  they  get- 
ting intelligence  of  Capt.  Hart’s  axiproacli  hasted  to  their 
boats.  They  were  closely  xjursued,  and  as  they  were  getting 
on  board,  were  fired  uxion,  wlnm  most  of  them  were  killed  or 
wounded  ; seven  marines  and  seamen  were  made  xn'isoners. 
Our  troojjs  after  taiTying  several  days  on  L.  I.,  returned  to 
the  Main,  without  oxrxjortunity  to  effect  anything  considera- 
ble— the  sliixix^big  having  left  Southold,  and  ive  learn  the 
magazine  at  Setauket  has  been  removed.  Bee.  21,  ’77,  Con. 
Gaz 

iV  (?)  London,  Jan.  2,  ’78.  180  tories  from  the  west  end 
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of  Long  Islfind,  commanded  by  Col.  Hewlett  came  down  to 
Soiitliold,  Oyster  Pond,  &c.,  and  robbed  tJie  honest  inhabi- 
tants to  a large  amount  in  clothing,  money,  grain,  cattle,  &c. 
From  one  man  they  took  £120  in  cash.” 

'•'‘Feb.  It),  ’78,  (la'uie.  About  two  o’clock  last  Thursday 
morning,  a party  of  12  rebels  seized  at  (Joram,  two  wagons 
loaded  Avith  dry  goods,  the  property  of  Oba  Wright  of  South- 
ampton. These  marauders  had  been  several  days  on  the 
Island,  visited  most  parts  of  the  Count}'^  and  c(jinmitted  many 
robberies,  especially  at  the  house  of  Col.  Floyd,  Avhicii 
they  robbed  of  goods  and  c.ash,  to  a considerable  amount, 
and  took  thence  some  property  of  Mr.  Dunbar,  Avho  rides 
down  the  Island  occasionally  and  happened  to  lodge  in  tho 
house  that  night.” 

F'islddll,  Mar.  5,  ’78.  On  Wednesday  night  a party  of  30 
volunteers,  from  Col.  kleigs’  Tleg.,  in  four  whaleboats  under 
command  of  Maj.  Humphrey’s  Lts.  Lay  ajid  liurret,  made  a 
descent  on  L.  I.  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sinithtown,  for  tho 
pui’Y)OS0  of  destroying  several  of  the  enemy’s  shipping,  par- 
ticularly a large  ship  of  20  guns  aground  near  tliat  place. 
'The  ship  was  unfortunately  got  off  the  preceding  day,  but 
they  set  tiro  to  and  destroyed  a brig,  of  200  tons  burthen,  a 
a large  schooner  and  an  armed  sloop,  all  employed  in  tho  en- 
emy’s service.  They  brought  off  two  captains  and  several 
seamen,  together  with  as  many  sails,  rigging,  and  furniture, 
as  the  boats  could  contain  ; all  effected  without  loss,  and  the 
party  returned  to  the  Main,  next  morning.  The  enterprise 
was  well  planned  and  conducted,  and  such  a one  as  in  Gaine 
and  Hivington’s  papers  Avoidd  have  filled  a column  with  “ im- 
menses”  and  “infinites,”  and  exhausted  Johnson’s  Dictionary 
of  all  those  terms  which  express  enterprise,  conduct,  and  res- 
olution. Con.  Gaz.  March  11,  ’78. 

“Wew  London,  Mar.  8,  ’78.  Last  Sabbath  21  sail  of  tho 
enemy’s  shipping,  Avhich  have  lain  for  some  weeks  in  Gardi- 
ner’s Bay,  taking  in  wood,  came  to  sail,  and  stood  eastward 

“Fir, , ^[clt/ 16,  ’78.  The  rebels  have  constant  inforniatior.  by 
signals  frem  n .niy  dialoyal  I-landers  residing  bttween  Huni- 
i.ngton  and  hietauket  of  every  vessel  lUissing  up  the  sovnil, 
as  well  as  of  the  situation  of  persons  atul  things  in  sevi-ral 
parts  of  Long  Island  ; and  they  also  convey  all  the  intonna- 
tion  their  emissaries  didly  yirocure  of  the  several  occurrences 
in  N.  Y.  city  ” 

“/F’r.  ihu,/  20,  78.  Sunday  night,  10th  inst.,  2 whale  boats, 
7 leen  in  each,  came  to  Blue  Point,  and  took  thence  5 boids 
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lying  there  with  oysters^  owne.d  by  Tho’s  Myng,  Amos  Under- 
hill, Jolm  Eapalje,  Sam’l  Toby,  and  Mr.  Cameron.  This 
party  was  commanded  by  one  Dayton  iToin  Coram,  and  were 
all  well  armed.  Tliey  brought  their  l)oats  from  the  north 
I side  of  the  Island,  and  sent  tlieir  ]>rizes  to  New  London, 
i They  put  some  women  and  children,  and  Tlio’s  Myng 
ashore.” 

“The  head  of  the  Banditti  who  captured  5 vessels  loaded 
with  lumber  and  produce  for  the  market  of  N.  1'.,  was  Ebe- 
nezer  Dayton,  a noted  pedler,  who  lately  lived  at  Coram. 
Next  in  command  was  Win.  Clark,  formerly  a rebel  Lt.,  who 
had  taken  the  benefit  of  Howe’s  Proclamation  ; and  after 
taking  the  oaths  to  Government,  he  kept  a shop  near  B. 
Haven,  [Setauket]  where,  by  making  jirivate  lotteries,  &c., 
he  converted  his  ellects  into  cash,  and  about  four  or  live 
weeks  ago  eloped  to  Connecticut.  Tliis  party  (fourteen  in 
number)  are  a siiccies  of  iilunderers  distinct  from  rebel 
troops.” 

“ Fairfield,  Aug  7,  ’78.  Gov,  Tryon  has  marched  down  the 
Island,  and  is  now  at  Setauket  with  1,‘200  man.  He  orders 
the  farmers  to  thresh  out  the  grain  immediately.  Tlie  stock 
on  Long  island,  it  is  ('Kpccted,  will  be  taktm  for  tlie  King’s 
use.” 

I 29,  ’78,  lliv.  On  Tuesday  se’night,  a party  of  Eeb- 

els  who  had  crossed  over  from  Connecticut,  Iniving  concealed 
themselves  in  a Avood  below  Huntington,  tired  upon  three 
I light  dragoons,  returning  from  the  east  end  of  the  Island,  and 
killed  one  of  them  on  the  spot  ; the  other  tivo,  Avith  the 
horses,  got  off  unhurt.  A party  was  imnu'diately  dispatched 
from  Huntington  in  quest  of  these  assassins:  but  they  escaped 
over  to  their  brethren  on  the  other  side  of  the  Sound.” 

New  London,  Sept.  18,  ’78.  Major  Ebenezer  Gray,  Avith 
a party  of  Col.  Meigs’  Regiment  Avent  to  Huntington  on 
Long  Island,  and  brought  oil  16  prisoners,  disaffected, 
(who  had  gone  over  to  the  enemy  from  this  state.)  Three 
others  Avere  killed,  and  Iavo  made  their  escape.” 

“ Last  Tuesday  iLfterno'on  3 men  in  a small  schooner,  Avith 
4 sAvivels  and  a cohorn,  Avas  attacked  by  2 Avhale-ljoats  Avitli 
about  L.m  men  in  each,  at  Eire  Place.  The  boats  Avent  up 
Avith  full  resolmion  to  board  the  schooner,  and  Avhen  within 
about  20  yards  lliey  received  such  a dose  from  the  cohorn,  as 
obliged  them  to  sin  '.'r  off,  Avhen  most  of  their  oars  Avere  seen 
to  droji  by  the  ]')eoplo  on  shore  who  Avere  spectators  of  the 
action  . hieh  Avae  'well  fought  on  both  sides;  but  the  boata 
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after  having  9 of  their  men  killed  and  several  wounded,  vero 
obliged  to  return  to  the  shore.  Gabie,  Nov.  2,  ’78.” 

'■'‘lliuttington.  The  friends  of  Crovernment  here  have  been 
greatly  distressed  ever  since  the  King’s  troops  left  the  east 
end  oi'  Long  Island.  The  rebellious  ]>art  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  town,  who  were  kept  in  awe  while  the  troops  were 
stationed  east  of  us,  are  now  become  more  insolent  than  ever, 
and  publicly  threaten  to  have  all  the  loyali.sts  carried  oil  to 
Connecticut.  The  principal  of  these  miscreants  are  Nathaniel 
Williams,  Stephen  Kelsey,  JiUiphalet  Chichester,  John  Brusii, 
Jonas  Rogers,  Marlboro  Rurtis,  and  Israel  Wood;  several  of 
whom  smuggled  goods  out  of  New  York  to  this  ]>lace  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  supplying  the  rebels  in  Connecticut.” 

“These  scoundrels  live  in  perfect  safety,  when  scarcely  a 
night  passes  but  some  of  tlu'ir  loyal  neighbors  are  plundered 
by  the  sons  and  other  relations  of  those  rebels  who  tied  to 
Connecticut  when  the  King’s  troops  landed  on  the  island. — 
Gauie,  Jane  28th,  1779.” 

“July  21st,  ’79.  The  British  put  powder  in  the  cellar  and 
blew  up  the  house  lately  improved  by  John  Brown,  on  Fish* 
er’s  Island,  hrt'd  the  out-houses,  hay,  ka.” 

“/iha.  Aug.  1-lth,  ’79.  A party  of  rebels,  with  their  faces 
blacked,  entiu'cd  the  house  of  Fred.  Hudson,  Esq.,  of  Suffolk 
Co.,  on  Friday  night,  Gth  inst.,  and  robbed  him  of  provisions, 
clothing,  and  bedding  to  the  amount  of  £200  and  u])wards, 
scarcely  leaving  the  family  their  Avearing  apparel.  This  is 
the  fourth  time  Mr.  H.  has  been  plundered  since  his  cap- 
tivity.” 

“ivfa.  Aug.  28th,  ’79,  Aug.  14,  a party  of  about  twenty 
rebels  made  their  appearance  at  Coram,  and  took  two  of 
Isaiah  Smith’s*  sons.  Thence  they  x^roceeded  six  miles  west- 
Avard  to  the  house  of  Isaiah  Smith,  and  also  made  him  and 
three  more  of  his  sons  prisoners.  Mr.  S.  threw  one  of  the 
rebels  over  the  stoo]:)  and  made  his  escaxie.  Thence  they  x>i’o- 
ceeded  to  Brookliaven  Town  and  stox:)ped  at  John  Bab  y’s 
Avhere  they  remained  some  time.  Thence  they  Avent  to  Crane 
Neele,  3 miles  west  of  Brookliaven,  Avhere  their  boats  lay. 
Betiveen  Ibis  jJace  and  Crane  Neck  one  of  Mr.  Smitli’s  sons 
n.'ade  his  cscajAG.  Next  morning  their  boats  Avere  seen-  near 
Crane  N('ck.  The  same  day  a party  of  militia  were_  in 
motion,  and  their  orders  were  to  march  to  DroAvned  Mcad<n,v 


•‘>111  the  original  the  iiaine  is  given  as  Isaac  Smith,  but  having  reason  to  bcl  'ivo 
tb.nt  it  AVas  an  erici,  wo  haA'e  taken  the  liberty  to  change  it  to  Isaiah,  which  ',vo 
tUi.'-l:  IS  correct. 
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3 miles  east  of  Brooldiaven . Tlie  well-known  Eben.  Dayton 
v/as  at  the  head  of  this  party,  2 sous  of  Israel  Conldin,  of 
Hnnliiit^toii  South,  Stephen  Woodlmll  of  Jirookluivcai,  tlio 
noted  Isaac  Smith,  of  Ooram,  (commonly  called  Petticoat 
Isaac,)  and  one  of  his  sons:  the  two  latter  joined  the  rebels 
about  3 months  ago.  Mr.  Petticoat  Isaac  has  been  remaika- 
bly  industrious  in  harboring  and  supplying  the  rebels  witli 
provisions  and  intelligence.” 

“Last  Friday  night  a party  of  liebels  surrounded  the  houso 
of  Dr.  Punderson,  of  Setauket,  took  him  ]3risomu-  and  carried 
him  to  Connecticut.  In  that  night  the  same  party  took  Win. 
Jayne,  Jr.  The  rebels  told  Mrs.  P.  they  had  taken  the  Doctor 
to  exchange  for  John  Smith,  and  Mr.  Jayne  for  Wm.  Philliiis, 
who  were  seized  at  Smithtown,  at  Widow  Blyenbury’s,  on 
a trading  expedition. — Gaine,  Jubj  17,  ’80.” 

Here  we  find  a “notice  to  quit,”  which  is  likely  to  convey 
the  suggestions  of  the  writer  as  forcibly  as  though  shrouded 
in  any  amount  of  legal  verbosity.  No  name  appears  attached 
to  it. 

Head  Quartern,  Aia/.  2n,  1780.” 

“I  have  repeatt'dly  ordered  you,  ('specially  A]>r.  15,  to 
leave  my  farm.  This  is  the  last  invitation.  Jf  you  do  not, 
your  next  landfall  will  be  in  a ■warmer  climate  than  any  you 
ever  lived  in  yet,  20  days  you  have  to  make  your  escape. — 
Eiv.,  OcL  21,  ’80.” 

“Weio  London,  Sept.  20,  ’82.  Last  week,  two  armed  boats 
from  Connecticut  lUver  crossed  the  Sound  and  landed  at  Ca- 
noe Place.  The  people  going  a mile  or  two  on  the  Island  met 
a man  Avith  a box  of  tea,  and  took  it  from’  him.  They 
afterwards  plundered  sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  cash 
and  clothing.  The  next  inorning  a number  of  peoi>l6 
belonging  to  the  Island  assembled,  and  finding  the  boat’s 
crews  on  a beach,  dividing  their  goods,  they  fired  on  them, 
killed  one  on  tlio  spot,  mortall}’'  Avounded  another,  Avho  died 
soon  after,  and  badly  wounded  Iavo  others.  They  have  de- 
tained live  of  the  boat’s  crews.” 

IVe  have  nc.t  space  here  to  extend  these  quotations  further. 
Whaf  we  have  given  Avill  serve  as  examples  of  the  depreda- 
tions which  Aceie  constaiifly  being  committed  rqion  the  inlmb- 
itants  or  their  pKjperty,  and  the  frequent  skirmishes  between 
Ib.e  oYjposing  loi'ces.  Plundered  by  those  Avho  claimed  to  be 
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friends  to  the  American  cause,  as  "well  as  by  their  armed  ene- 
mies, the  people  of  Suffolk  County  were  j)laced  in  a position 
of  continual  fear  and  their  property  in  constant  jeopardy. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  the  State  Legislature  in  17t.4:  im- 
posed a tax  of  £10,000  on  Suffolk  County  as  a compensation 
to  other  parts  of  the  State  for  not  having  been  able  to  take  an 
active  j>art  in  supporting  tlie  war.  The  many  Whigs  Avho 
had  left  home  and  property  at  the  commencement  of  the  Avar 
returned  home  to  find  their  houses  and  learns  divested  of 
everything  valuable,  and  in  many  instances  Avliolly  or  partial- 
ly torn  down,  their  fences  destroyed,  farms  out  of  order, 
wood  gTOAvth  cut  off,  and  every  thing  in  that  disordered  and 
dilapidated  condition  Avhicli  might  naturally  be  expected  as 
the  result  of  seven  years  occupancy  by  a lawless  military 
force,  and  the  frequent  iiiAmsions  of  adventurers  for  plunder. 
The  real  estate  of  a feAV  individuals  who  were  the  most  prom- 
inent ill  opposing  and  betraying  the  American  cause,  Avas  con- 
fiscated and  sold. 

During  the  revolutionary  period  Suffolk  County  was  repre- 
sented in  the  Continental  congresses  by  the  folloAving  gentle- 
men. 


Rexjresentativcs  of  this  county  in  the  convention  Avhich  met 
at  Poughkeepsie,  June  17,  1788,  and  adopted  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 


William  Floyd,  1774  to  1782. 

Ezra  L’Hommedieu,  1779  to  1783. 
Zephaniah  Plait,  1785. 


Henry  Bcndder, 
John  Smith, 


Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
Thomas  Tredwell, 


David  Hedges. 
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To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  NeAv  York  the  following  rep- 
resentatives of  Snllblk  Cuiinty  were  elected. 

To  the  first  congress,  which  met  ]\lay  22,  1775 — Nathaniel 
Woodhull,  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Tliomas  Tredwell,  John  Fos- 
ter, Ezra  L’Hommedieu,  Tliomas  Wickham,  James  Havens, 
and  Selah  Strong. 

To  the  second  congress,  wliich  met  Dec.  G,  1775 — John 
Sloss  Hobart,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Selah  Strong,  Nathaniel 
Woodhull,  Ezra  LHIommedieu,  David  Gelston,  Thomas 
Wickham,  and  Daniel  Brown. 

The  same  were  elected  to  the  third  congress  which  met  in 
May,  4776. 

To  the  fourth  congress,  which  met  July  9th,  1776 — Nathan- 
iel Woodhull,  Ezra  L’Hommedieu,  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Bur- 
net Miller,  Thomas  Dering,  David  Gelston,  William  Smith 
and  Thomas  Tredwell.  These  were  authorized  by  their  con- 
stituents to  “establish  a new  form  of  government,”  which 
that  congress  immediately  set  about  doing,  and  completed  the 
following  year,  in  the  organization  of  the  State  Government. 


'(■' 


CHAPTEH  VII. 


SUFFOIiK  COUNTY — DESCRIPTION — mSOELLANEOUS  ITEMS — ITIS 

TORICAD  RELICS — INSTITUTIONS — STATISTICS  &C. 

Suffolk  county  occupies  about  two  tliirJs  of  tlie  wliolo 
territory  of  Long  Island.  Its  western  boundary  is  tbe  east 
line  of  Queens  county.  On  the  north  and  east  it  is  washed 
by  the  Sound,  xind  its  tributary  bays  and  harbors,  and  tho 
Atlantic  Ocean,  which  also  washes  the  south  shore.  It  con- 
tains four  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand,  three  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  acres,  about  two  tifths  of  which  is  under 
cultivation.  Tho  east  end  is  divided  by  several  large  bays, 
which  contain  a number  of  islands.  The  Great  South  Bay, 
and  East  Bay  extend  along  the  south  side,  half  the  length  of 
the  county,  from  the  west  end.  These  bays  in  connection 
with  South  Oyster  and  Hemstead  Bays  at  the  Avest  end,  form 
a continous  opening  inside  the  beach,  from  Eockaway  to 
Ketchaboneck,  a distance  of  sixty  miles.  The  entire  length 
of  the  county,  from  east  to  west,  is  about  ninety  miles,  and 
its  greatest  width,  which  is  at  the  ivest  end,  about  twenty 
miles. 

Tiie  courts  of  this  county,  first  established  in  1G83,  Avcro 
hell  at  Southold,  until  the  year  1729,  when,  a courthuiu;c 
haviug  been  erected  at  Kiverliead,  the  courts  ivere  removed 
to  that  place,  whore  they  have  been  held  ever  since. 

Negro  slavery  existed  from  an  early  coloiiiid  ueriod,  and 
wmi  •...actioned  by  statute  under  the  State  Government 
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During  tlia  Revolution  a law  was  passed  by  wliicb  slaves 
enlisting  in  tlie  army,  with  the  consent  of  their  owiers  should 
become  free.  In  1798,  a law  was  passed  for  the  gradual 
emancipation  of  slaves,  and  on  the  31st  of  March,  1817,  it  was 
enacted  that  slaves  born  after  July  4tli,  1799,  should  be  free  ; 
if  male  at  the  age  of  28  ; or  if  female  at  the  age  of  25, 
Those  born  before  that  period  were  to  remain  slaves  for  life. 
The  revised  statutes  of  1828  made  a final  ending  of  the  sys- 
tem by  enacting  that  all  men  were  free  within  the  state, 
except  in  punishment  for  crimes  of  which  convicted. 

Before  the  introduction  of  church  bells,  religious  assem- 
blys  were  called  together  on  the  Sabbath,  by  the  beating  of 
the  drum.  In  16G5,  James  Herrick  was  em])loyed  by  the 
town  of  Southampton,  to  “beat  ye  drum  on  ye  Lord’s 
Dayes  ” for  20  shillings  a yt'ur. 

Among  the  most  frecpient  and  interesting  relics  that  remain 
to  speak  to  us  of  the  dead  past,  are  the  old  burying  grounds, 
which  wo  find  in  every  place  that  can  boast  of  any  anticpiity. 
In  these  we  frequently  find  head  stones  and  monumental  ta- 
bles, bearing  dates  as  far  back  as  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  but  in  very  few  instances  only,  do  we  find  any  monu- 
mental record  of  those  who  died  jjrevious  to  that  j^eriod.  Still 
we  have  enough  to  show  that  grave-stones  were  used  here  as 
early  as  the  year  1700,  and  a little  liefore.  At  that  early  period 
which  preceded  this  date,  when  society  as  well  as  government 
was  in  it  :,  crude  and  unsettled  condition,  it  is  not  strange  thal 
pilgrims  „n  the  wilderness,  should  neglect  giving  their  immedi- 
ate attention  to  the  matter  of  perjietuating  the  names  of  their 
deceased  fellows,  by  the  erection  of  appropriate  tomb-stones. 
Add  tc^  Min  the  gieai  expense  and  inconvenience  of  obtaining 
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clieni,  at  a time  when  there  were  but  few  if  any  stone  workers 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  we  have  a very  good  reason 
for  tlie  entire  absence  of  any  monument  to  mark  the  resting 
places  of  the  first  inhabitants. 

These  old  grave-stones  Avere  made  of  three  different  kinds 
of  material.  These  were  a brown,  and  a gi’ey  sand  stone,  the 
former  being  of  liner  and  more  substantial  texture  than  the 
other,  and  a bluish  colored  slate,  still  more  durable  than 
either.  All  these  were  probably  hewn  out  of  the  quarries  or 
ledges  of  Ncav  England.  The  slabs  were  low,  and  generally 
made  with  a rounded  top,  on  which  was  frequently  carved 
the  rude  outline  of  a cherub  face,  and  beneath  it  the  antique 
inscription  begins  with  the  common  exjiression  “Here  lyes  ye 
Body  of,”  etc.  The  lettering  of  these  old  inscriptions  is  done 
in  that  rambling  style  of  typography  which  was  in  vogue  cen- 
turies ago,  and  has  lately  been  revived  in  line  book  and 
pamijhlet  printing.  Now  and  then  we  lind  the  family  coat  of 
arms,  represented  on  the  monuments  of  those  avIio  were  able 
to  trace  their  lineage  back  to  royal  ancestry. 

On  the  beach  which  extends  along  the  south  side  of  this 
county,  three  tall  light-houses  have  been  placed  : one  at 
Eire  Island,  another  at  Ponquogue,  forty  miles  east,  and  the 
third  on  Montauk  Point,  the  easternmost  extremity.  The 
shore  is  almost  literally  strewn  Avith  fragments  of  wn  el*s. 
Some  idea  of  the  frequency  of  these  casualties  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  fact,  that  betAveenthe  first  ot  November  18M, 
and  the  28th  of  June,  1857,  less  than  three  years,  sixty  fern- 
vessels,  mostly  of  large  size,  Avere  either  Avrecked  or  in  dis- 
tress upon  tiiis  shore.  In  September  1816,  a Spanish  vessel 
cumo  ashore  on  the  beach  a little  west  of  Southampton,  and 
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was  abandoned  by  the  crew.  Several  months  after,  as  her 
sides  were  torn  off  by  the  action  of  tlie  sea,  a stream  of  Span- 
ish dollars  burst  from  between  the  planking  and  inside 
ceiling,  and  fell  into  the  sand.  It  is  needless  to  say  the 
dollars  were  “ divided  ” among  the  peoi)le  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  get  there  in  time,  on  the  “ first  come,  first  served  ” 
principle.  It  was  supiDosed  that  there  had  been  foul  play  on 
board  the  vessel  while  at  sea,  and  that  none  of  the  crew  who 
came  ashore  in  her  knew  of  the  treasure  thus  deposited. 

The  matter  of  shipwreck  on  this  beach,  develops  one  of 
the  most  forcible  and  deidorable  evidences  of  the  de|)ravity 
of  human  nature  that  is  often  thrust  before  us.  There  is  a 
class  of  people  living  in  the  villages  and  hamlets  that  lie 
along  the  shore,  who  seem  to  look  upon  any  property  per- 
taining to  a wrecked  vessel  or  its  cargo  as  legitimate  plunder, 
for  whoever  may  be  the  first  to  seize  it.  Accordingly,  when- 
ever a vessel  is  driven  upon  this  beach,  these  persons  may  ba 
seen,  sometimes  by  hundreds,  flocking  toward  the  scene  of 
disaster,  for  the  purpose  of  making  off  with  whatever  article 
of  any  value  they  are  able  to  lay  hands  upon.  This  class  is 
not  confined  as  one  might  naturally  suppose,  to  the  “scum” 
of  society  exclusively,  but  includes  oftentimes  men  of  honest 
reputation  and  respectable  standing,  who  having  been  reared 
and  educated  in  society  where  this  abominable  custom  is 
tolerated,  look  upon  it  with  less  contempt  than  those  to 
whose  matured  sense  of  honor  it  appears  as  a new  subject. 

The  Suifoik  County  Agricultural  Society,  or  at  least  the 
society  from  which  it  grew,  whatever  its  name  might  have 
been,  was  originaih’’  formed  in  18-11.  Its  first  record  is  lost. 
In  1813  it  vas  re-organized,  and  that  year,  and  each  year  fob 
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lowing  until  1853,  including  the  latter,  fairs  were  held  -under 
its  auspices.  These  were  held  at  different  places,  in  the 
towns  of  Huntington,  Islip,  and  Smithto^Yn,  with  the  single 
exception  that  the  fair  for  1819  was  held  at  Greeiiport. 
From  1853  to  1865  the  matter  rested,  and  no  fairs  were  lield. 
February  1st  of  the  latter  year,  a meeting  was  held  at  Thomp- 
son Station  to  revive  the  subject,  and  re-organize  the  society 
on  a more  permanent  and  liberal  basis.  A fair  was  held  that 
year,  and  in  1866,  at  Iliverhead.  In  1867  the  annual  fair  was 
held  at  Greenport.  In  1868  a permanent  ground  had  been 
* secured  and  enclosed  at  liiverhead,  and  the  fair  was  held  at 
that  place,  which  arrangement  has  continued  till  the  j)resent 
time.  The  Society  now  numbers  about  225  life  members. 

In  the  matter  of  temperance,  Suffolk  County  has  long  re- 
tained a high  rank.  The  County  Temperance  Convention,  a 
society  which  has  given  expression  to  the  temperance  senti- 
ment of  the  people  for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  has  been 
the  means  of  accomplishing  much  good  in  this  direction.  It 
holds  monthly  meetings,  changing  about  from  one  place  to 
another  whenever  the  temi)erance  element  is  strong  enough 
to  furnish  accommodation.  Its  sessions  usually  last  two  days. 
Besides  this,  local  societies  are  or  have  been  maintained  in 
most  of  the  villages.  Tlie  various  orders  of  Temperance 
whose  meetings  are  open  only  to  their  own  pledged  members 
are  also  represented  here,  that  of  fhe  “Sons  of  Temperance” 
to  tl:e  greatest  extent.  The  last  report  of  the  Grand  Hi  vision 
of  Eastern  New  York  gives  twentynine  Divisions  in  Suffolk 
county,  located  it  the  following  places  : — Yajihank,  Babyhn: 
Eiverhead,  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  Bay  Shore,  Sag  Harbor, 
Pi  H jefferson,  Iiauppague,  Patchogue,  Sayville,  Blue  Pcint, 
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Stony  Brook,  Soutliold,  Mattituck,  Jamesport,  IMount  Sinai, 
Smithtown,  Nortliport,  Konkonkoma,  Holbrook,  Cutcliogiio, 
Bellport,  Huntington,  East  Marion,  Orient,  Islip,  Setaiiket, 
Atlanticvillo,  Soutliamton. 

The  Sulfolk  County  Sabbath  School  Association  a union  de- 
signed for  the  advancement  of  the  cause,  and  promotion  of 
the  interest  in  Sunday  School  work,  was  organized  about  lif- 
teen  years  ago  and  has  been  in  operation  ever  since.  The 
Eev.  Samuel  Gibbs  of  Heliport  has  the  honor  of  being  the 
first  to  suggest  the  idea,  and  the  llev.  John  lleid  of  Franklin- 
ville,  and  Charles  N.  Brown  of  Sag  Harbor,  were  elected  the 
first  president,  and  secretary,  respectively.  Though  the 
number  of  schools  which  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  this 
institution  is  not  as  large  Jis  might  bo  desired  ter  make  it  a 
com[)lete  success,  tlie  encouragement  afi'orded  by  tlie  interest 
whicli  has  been  taken  in  it  has  been  sufficient  to  insure  it  a 
prosperous  existence.  It  holds  conventions  four  times  a year, 
and  its  meetings  are  generally  well  attended.  There  are  one 
hundred  and  twelve  Sunday  Schools  in  the  county,  and  the 
thirty-four  schools  from  which  the  officers  of  this  Association 
have  received  returns,  report  in  the  aggregate -five  hundred 
and  fity-one  teacliers  and  ofiicers,  and  three  thousand  and  fif- 
ty-five scholars. 

During  tlie  great  national  commotion,  which  less  than 
ten  years  ago  v-.as  shaking  the  foundations  of  the  Amer- 
ican Ilopublic.  and  trying  by  tlie  fiery  test  of  war,  tin. 
power  of  tJn.  j eople  to  sustain  their  own  government,  tlic 
toAvns  of  SiilTolli  County  responded  nobly  and  iiromptly  te 
the  fri‘'{uent  caih  i n-  men  and  money  with  which  to  carry  on 
tin;  'v'.o;  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  In  the  list  belov/ 
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we  give  the  number  of  those  in  each  town  who  were  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  liable  to  draft  ; the 
number  of  soldiers  who  went  from  each  town  ; and  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  died  in  the  service,  as  we  find  them  in  the 
State  Census  of  1865. 


TOWNS. 

LIABLE  TO  DBAFT. 

60LDIEH.S  IN  THE 
AllMY. 

DIEI>  IN 
6EUVICK. 

Huntington, 

1430 

158 

39 

Bmithtown, 

310 

11 

9 

Islip, 

733 

121 

18 

Brookhaven, 

1740 

231 

38 

Riverliead, 

610 

61 

16 

Bouthampton, 

1060 

155 

31 

Bouthold, 

1186 

109 

26 

Bhelter  Island, 

108 

12 

3 

Easthampton, 

404 

71 

22 

Total, 

7581 

929 

202 

In  the  dark  days  of  1862,  in  the  month  of  July,  when  Gen. 
McClellan  had  finished  his  disastrous  campaign  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Swamp  ; while  the  Rebel  guns  at  Vicksburg  defied  all 
attempts  to  open  the  Mississippi,  and  the  heavy  war  bills 
were  beginning  to  roll  in  on  an  empty  Treasury,  Congress 
was  busy  perfecting  the  famous  Internal  Revenue  Act.  It 
was  a dangerous  experiment  The  Act  i-.rpvided  for  the  most 
severe  and  searching  taxation  this  Country  had  ever  known. 
None  but  a free  Country  with  its  liberties  in  danger  Avoiild 
have  endured  it.  Nearly  every  business  and  profession  was 
saddled  witli  a license  tax.  The  law  was  so  skillfully  framed 
tiiat  the  govatument  was  enabled  to  lay  its  hiinds  on  idmo.d- 
every  business  transaction  of  daily  life,  and  when  men  wevi 
dead  a part  of  their  legacies  went  into  the  U.  B.  Treasury. 

To  Set  tl  is  stupendous  and  complicated  piece  of  legal  im.- 
L hiuery  in  motion,  U.  B.  Assessors  were  appointed  over  ct  ; - 
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venient  districts,  and  they  in  turn  appointed  assistants.  Tlio 
Assessor  of  the  1st  Dist.  of  N.  Y.,  (which  comprised  the 
counties  of  Suffolk,  Queens,  and  Ilichmond)  appointed  tJie 
following  persons  to  act  as  assistant  assessors  for  Sutfolk  Co.; 
Edmund  A.  Bunce  for  the  town  of  Huntington  ; Edwin  A. 
Smith  for  Smitlitown  ; Philander  J.  Hawkins  for  Islip  ; Geo.  0. 
Campbell  for  the  nortli  part,  and  John  Koe,  Sen.,  fur  the  south 
part,  of  Brookhaven,  David  P.  Vail  for  Biverhead  ; Jonathan 
W.  Huntting  for  Southold  ; Hiram  L.  Sherry  for  Easthamp- 
ton  ; and  Daniel  Y.  Bellows  for  Southampton.  These  officers 
were  instructed  to  make  themselves  familiar  with  the  law  and 
proceed  at  once  to  make  a thorough  canvass  of  their  respec- 
tive districts  and  lay  on  the  taxes.  Some  amusing  incidents 
occurred  during  the  first  canv.ass.  Tlie  law  required  every 
person  owning  silver  plain  to  wi'igh  and  report  it  for  lax. 
One  person  claimed  that  his  plate  was  only  nickel  washed 
with  silver,  and  therefore  not  taxable,  but  when  told  that  his 
next  door  neighbor  had  reported  500  ounces  his  American 
pride  came  to  the  rescue,  and  by  an  energetic  search  and 
throwing  in  one  or  two  pewter  coffee  pots  he  contrived  to 
make  up  five  hundi-ed  and  twenty  ounces,  on  which  he  paid 
tax  for  several  years. 

The  income  tax  yielded  a larger  revenue  in  Suffolk  County 
than  all  the  other  taxes  combined.  The  largest  ever  paid  in 
the  county  vas  by  the  late  Thomas  Garner,  Sen.,  of  Isli]g  on 
an  income  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ; ami 
the  tax  amounted  to  more  than  seven  thousand  dollars.  Ihe 
second  source  of  revenue  was  the  tax  on  manufactures,  and  the 
next  on  legacies  I'.ud  succession.  The  license  taxes,  though 
net  :._'.a)unting  to  a very  large  sum  in  the  aggregate  caustu 
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the  most  complaint,  and  seemed  to  bear  harder  on  poor  men. 
Congress  has  accordingly  abolished  them  all  except  on  liquors 
and  cigars  and  a few  others  of  that  class.  The  whole  amount 
of  taxes  paid  in  the  county  iijj  to  the  present  time  is  probably 
over  a million  dollars. 

There  are  at  present  about  twenty  cigar  and  tobacco  facto- 
ries in  operation  in  the  county,  yielding  a revenue  of  about 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  a month,  and  three  or  four  banks  and 
about  five  hundred  license  tax  payers.  The  former  system 
has  been  abolished  and  the  taxes  are  now  assessed  and  col- 
lected by  collectors  and  their  deputies.  P.  J.  Hawkins  of 
Iblip  is  the  Deputy  for  Suftblk,  and  the  only  ollicer  in  the 
county  to  transact  all  its  Internal  llevenue  business.  To  his 
kindness  we  are  indebted  for  the  facts  embodied  in  this  notice 
of  llevenue  matters. 

The  common  school  system  is  of  course  the  same  in  general 
features  in  this  county  as  in  other  rural  counties  throughout 
the  state.  In  a few  of  the  large  villages,  well  regulated, 
graded  schools,  accommodated  in  spacious  and  magnilicent 
buildings,  are  maintained  with  able  management.  These 
landmarks  of  civilization  are  the  pride  of  our  villages  and  a 
credit  and  honor  to  the  county.  A great  part  of  our  rising 
population  is  however,  accommodated  in  the  small,  old- 
fashioned  district  school  buildings,  which  are  scattered  at 
intervals  of  a inilo  or  two  all  through  the  lesser  villages  an  I 
thiriy  settled  portions.  These  buildings  are  in  the  m .in 
nearly  all  of  the  same  model.  They  are  usually  sixteen  to 
twenty  feet  wide,  by  thirty  to  forty  feet  long;  a single  Icvr 
story  in  heigltt ; plainly  built,  and  upon  both  exterior  and 
inhricr,  bt-3i  couutlebs  evidences  of  the  early  developments 
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of  that  seething  propensity  which  Americans  liave,  for  mak- 
ing their  mark  in  the  world. 

The  following  lists  contain  some  of  the  most  important 
items  in  relation  to  the  schools  of  this  county.  They  are 
gathered  from  the  reports  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1872. 
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; ^ 

LOCATION. 

Scholars  in 
attendance. 

Am’t  of  Teacher’s 
Wages. 

Value  of  School 
House  and  Site. 

Assessed  Value 
of  Property  in 
District. 

i T 

El  wood, 

78 

$ 335.00 

1 900 

S 62,350 

o 

West  Nt:ck, 

33 

255.57 

1,000 

116,550 

3 

Hiudington, 

566 

5615.00 

17,208 

517,150 

4 

Northport, 

180 

1265.00 

1,400 

96,500 

i 5v 

West  Neck, 

73 

232.50 

500 

22,400 

i ^ 

Green  Lawnf, 

26 

210.00 

500 

85,000 

! 7 

Centerport, 

99 

447.92 

1,900 

63,950 

I 8 

Crab  Meadow, 

49 

373.00 

60 

57,200 

Clay  Pitts, 

50 

276.00 

50 

57,000 

10 

Commac,  N. 

60 

288.00 

500 

64,225 

11 

Cold  Spring, 

37 

* 

12 

Long  Swamp, 

31 

225.00 

200 

40,000 

13 

West  Hills, 

30 

275.00 

650 

80,100 

14 

Melville, 

30 

227.16 

750 

47,000 

15 

Lower  Sweet  Hollow, 

41 

261.21 

150 

45,275 

16 

Half  Hollows, 

51. 

333.31 

500 

57,150 

' 17 

Dix  Hills, 

35 

321. 60 

600 

18,000 

18 

Cornmac,  S. 

30 

312.00 

400 

50,100 

19 

Eaton’s  Neck, 

• 31 

468.00 

800 

[30,000 

20 

Oc'ld  Spring, 

111 

713.60 

3,400 

88,100 

t Commonly  culled  Oil  Fields. 

* This  district  extends  into  Oyster  B.iy  town.  The  figures  only  cover  fhe  pare 
which  lie.s  iu  this  towx  (LlLUitingtou).  The  school  house  is  located  in  Oyster 
Bay. 
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District  No.  | 

LOCATION. 

Scholars  in  at- 
tendance. 

Am’t  of  Teachers’ 
"Wages. 

1 

Value  of  School 
House  and  Site. 

Assessed  Value 
of  Property  in 
District. 

1 

Babylon, 

183 

^1246.67 

J$6,000 

J$163,660 

2 

West  Babylon, 

62 

252.00 

1,200 

41,240 

3 

North  Babylon, 

59 

329.45 

950 

49,200 

4 

Breslau, 

170 

450.00 

350 

53,010 

5 

E.  Amityville, 

70 

393.71 

300 

47,680 

C 

Amityville, 

165 

1,020.96 

3,400 

112,430 

7 

Deer  Park, 

44 

350.00 

500 

38,000 

8 

Parmingdalo, 

15 

* 

♦ Fart  of  this  dialrtot  oxtends  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town  into  Oyster  Bay. 
riio  aohool  house  is  hxatod  in  the  latter  tbwu. 


TOWN  OF  S^HTHTOWN 


District  No. 

LOCATION. 

i 

Scholars  in  at- 
tendance. 

1 

Am’t  of  Teachers’ 
Wages. 

Value  of  School 
House  and  Site. 

Assessed  Value 
of  Property  in 
District, 

1 

itlito wn  Branch, 

79 

$ 535.30 

$7,000 

$ 85,500 

2 

Nissequagne, 

24 

224.00 

110 

51,125 

3 

St.  James, 

101 

635.60 

1,500 

111,500 

4 

rresli  Poiui, 

72 

330.00 

400 

68,100 

5 

St.  John  land. 

34 

292.00 

500 

101,200 

6 

Upper  Landing, 

33 

210.00 

315 

31,450 

7 

(lead  of  the  River, 

30 

325.00 

500 

104,300 
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TOWN  OF  IS  LIP. 


District  No, 

LOCATION, 

Scliolars  in  at- 
tendance. 1 

c/3 

U 

0 

s s 

H ^ 

- o 

1 

Value  of  School 
House  and  Site. 

Assessed  Value 
of  Property  in 
District. 

1 

Bay  Shore,  W. 

82 

$ 080.97 

$ 300 

$lTro,425 

2 

Islip, 

210 

1,304.85 

3,000 

158,000 

3 

E.  Islip, 

101 

014.04 

1,500 

130,000 

4 

Siiyville, 

250 

1,445.24 

2,500 

107,275 

5 

Jhiyport, 

105 

740.80 

3,200 

73,475 

6 

Happaitge, 

53 

308.33 

350 

70,300 

7 

Oalidale, 

49 

274.00 

1,000 

47,150 

8 

Bay  Shore, 

153 

718.50 

300 

95,825 

9 

West  Islip, 

64 

400.00 

500 

179,910 

10 

Holbrook, 

33 

r— H30.02 

500 

40,000 

11 

Lakeland, 

10 

175.00 

000 

42,485 

12 

Brentwood, 

48 

527.73 

1,000 

50,025 

13 

(Jenlral  Islip, 

15 

100.00 

700 

21,545 

14 

Bohemia, 

35 

210.48 

500 

5,000 

TOWN  OF  BROOKHAVm. 


District  No.  i 

LOCATION. 

j Scholars  in  at- 
I tendance. 

Am’t  of  Teachers’ 
Wages. 

I Value  of  School 
j House  and  Site. 

1 Assessed  Value 
j of  Property  in 
i District. 

1 

Stony  Brook,  N. 

81 

$ 395.83 

$1,000 

$ 01,400 

2 

Setauket, 

80 

497.50 

1,600 

150,000 

3 

Nassekeag, 

* 

4 

Stony  Brook,  S. 

83 

521.50 

850 

94,075 

6 

Lake  Grove. 

75 

500.00 

1,500 

55,000 

6 

Port  Jefterson, 

353 

2,580.00 

5,000 

270,100 

7 

m.  Sinai, 

r7<7 

1 t 

430.00 

2,000 

03,150 

8 

Millers  Place, 

33 

345.95 

50 

88,100 

9 

Boeky  Point, 

30 

247.50 

400 

50,700 

10 

4\Modville, 

10 

232.00 

250 

32,150 

11 

New  Yiliage., 

15 

300.00 

775 

38,500 

12 

Selden, 

19 

104.00 

300 

22,300 

l‘J 

[ P'primiigvilio. 

30 

152.00 

500 

20,000 

1 
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TOWN  OF  BROOKHAVEN  {condudecT). 


14 

Goram, 

39 

224.00 

100 

37,156 

15 

Coram  Hills, 

25 

150.00 

175 

22,950 

16 

Middle  IsLyid,  W. 

38 

208.00 

200 

25,100 

17 

Middle  IsKtiid,  E. 

52 

203.00 

200 

41,000 

18 

Yapliard^, 

64 

288.00 

400 

81,575 

19 

Ridgeville, 

18 

206.40 

50 

43,500 

20 

Manorville,  N. 

31 

•205.00 

200 

32,450 

21 

Manorville,  8. 

30 

206.70 

500 

28,027 

22 

Manorville,  E. 

19 

180.00 

10 

30,800 

23 

Blue  Point, 

88 

479.20 

1,700 

45,700 

24 

Patcliogue, 

461 

2,896.01 

14,000 

283,225 

25 

Brookhaven,  W. 

38 

280.00 

400 

22,000 

26 

Swan  Biver, 

36 

257.23 

500 

38,625 

27 

E.  Patelioguo, 

70 

413.00 

450 

70,200 

28 

Belljmrt, 

92 

904.90 

3,000 

105,500 

29 

Brookhaven,  E. 

56 

281.00 

400 

59,600 

30 

South  Haven, 

24 

150.00 

600 

32,150 

31 

Mastic, 

82 

^Vest  Moriches, 

79 

260.00 

200 

45,100 

83 

Centre  Moriohes, 

77 

480.00 

1,000 

65,500 

34 

East  Moriches, 

117 

541.00 

1,200 

85,500 

35 

Holtsville, 

17 

140.00 

300 

19,000 

36 

East  Setauket, 

154 

1,195.00 

450 

149,150 

37 

Eastport, 

■K- 

— 

* Ho  report  received. 


TOWN  Of  RIVERHEAD. 


District  No. 

LOCATION. 

Scholars  in 
attendance. 

Ani’t  of  Teachers’! 
Wages. 

1 Value  of  School 
! House  and  Site. 

j 

1 Assessed  Value 
1 of  Property  in 
j Lislrict. 

1 

Wading  Biver, 

46 

$ 337.80 

$ 400 

4u.3c!0 

Calvoiton,  W. 

26 

209.00 

60 

j9'055 

3 

Baiting  Hollow, 

65 

260.00 

400 

3S.OOO 

4 

(kdvertoii, 

57 

318.75 

100 

41,000 

5 

Biverlieatl, 

303 

2800.00 

5,00o 

290.000 

6 

Middle  Boad, 

34 

197.50 

300 

29,200 
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TOWN  OF  RIVEmEAB  [concluded). 


7 

Aquebogiie,  W. 

47 

312.50 

1,20'0 

55,000 

8 

Aquebogue,  E. 

51 

290.00 

50 

48,100 

9 

Jamesport, 

43 

192.00 

500 

71,200 

10 

Nortliville,  W. 

20 

210.25 

59,035 

11 

Nortliville,  E. 

48 

205.00 

450 

72,050 

12 

Baiting  Hollow,  W. 

38 

108.'50 

300 

13,500 

13 

Wading  lliver,  E. 

22 

182.50 

200 

21,550 

14 

J amesport, 

28 

205.00 

400 

23,300 

15 

Eoanoke, 

51 

249.40 

400 

38,040 

TOWN  OF  SOUTHOLB. 


District  No. 

LOCATION. 

A 

a i 

""  a 
* ^ 
w a 
c 2 

Ain’t  of  Teachers’ 
Wages. 

Value  of  School 
House  and  Site. 

Assessed  Value 
of  Property  in 
District. 

1 

Orient  Point, 

25 

$ 315.00 

$ 300 

$ 72.810 

2 

Orient, 

140 

1,015.00 

4,130 

127,800 

3 

East  Marion, 

98 

531.20 

2,150 

75,050 

4 

GreeniJort,  N. 

79 

530.90 

350 

90,000 

6 

Southold,  E. 

170 

895.00 

3,200 

170,500 

6 

Great  Hog  Neck, 
Peconic, 

38 

440.00 

200 

49,160 

7 

08 

300.00 

800 

137,250 

8 

Cutcliogue,  E. 

80 

337.50 

1,000 

94,050 

9 

Mattitiick, 

124 

840.00 

1,400 

91,560 

10 

Mattituck,  W. 

55 

350.00 

400 

78,500 

11 

Franklin  vi  lie, 

30 

285.00 

1,100 

400 

55,300 

12 

Cntcliogiie,  W, 

03 

340.00 

109,050 

13 

Aslimomogue, 

84 

270.00 

600 

36,550 

14 

Mattituelv,  N. 

08 

401.05 

1,400 

60,785 

15 

Soutbold,  W, 

55 

378.75 

500 

58,075 

10 

Greenpori, 

395 

2,220.09 

5,500 

306,350 

17 

18 

New  Bullblk, 
Plum  Islao  l, 

73 

312.00 

500 

19.800 

* 'Sc  rcooi't  received  rxo'.r)  this  district.  No  school  kept. 
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TOWN  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 


District  No. 

LOCATION. 

Scholars  in  at- 
tendance. 

1 

Am’t  of  Teachers’ 
tVages. 

Value  of  School 
House  and  Site. 

1 

Assessed  Value 
of  Property  in 
District. 

1 

Speonk, 

43 

$ 277.50 

$ 250 

$ 53,511 

2 

Westliampton, 

47 

314.00 

700 

27,500 

3 

Quogiie, 

40 

224.88 

300 

57,080 

4 

Flanders, 
Good  Ground, 

48 

290.00 

500 

23,070 

6 

105 

292.00 

300 

30,000 

6 

Southampton,  S. 

61 

268.50 

600 

115,860 

7 

Watermill, 

50 

225.00 

100 

121,000 

8 

Hay  Ground, 

61 

260.00 

200 

118,(308 

9 

llridgehampton, 

97 

257.50 

400 

118,2(35 

10 

55 

307.50 

300 

142,390 

11 

Sag  Harbor, 

503 

3,478.11 

20,000 

55(3,492 

12 

Hog  Neck, 
Tuokahoe, 

27 

135.00 

300 

32,400 

13 

23 

116.00 

300 

32,448 

14 

Noyaok, 

19 

144.16 

150 

24,276 

15 

North  Sea, 

44 

213.50 

400 

45,’350 

1(3 

Southampton,  N. 

46 

198.75 

1,000 

117,300 

17 

Ketchaboneck, 

53 

272.25 

400 

61,6(30 

18 

Scuttle  Hole, 

45 

274,57 

500 

78,000 

19 

20 

Ked  Creek, 
Eastport, 

* 

44 

188.00 

200 

20,372 

21 

Union  Place, 

30 

220.00 

600 

27,931 

22 

Atlanticville, 

71 

360.00 

1,000 

32,500 

23 

Springville, 

80 

360.00 

150 

34,606 

* No  report  from  this  district.  No  school  kept. 

TO  WN  OF  SHELTER  ISLAND. 

6 

o3 

■S  s 

OQ 

U 

(1) 

o S 

o 

1 -s 

O 

w 

LOCATION. 

in 

u 'rS 
,£2 

o S 

it 

o ^ 

<D  0) 

"S 

M c “ 

w ^ 

<D  fl.  .—i 

C/J  ^ 

ft 

o 

cc 

'a 

< 

O 

< O 

1 

Shelter  I^^laud, 

I SiOOO.OO 

;$3,500  j 

$205, 50(] 
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TOWN  OF  EAST  HAMPTON. 


District  No. 

LOCATION. 

Scholars  in  at- 
tendance.  | 

1 Am’t  of  Teachers  j 
I - Wages.  j 

1 _ 1 

1 

Value  of  School  , 
House  and  Site. 

1 

1 Assessed  Value 
of  Property  in 
I District. 

1 

East  Hampton, 

55 

$ 465.00 

$ 

$227,950 

2 

Wainscott, 

25 

140.00 

300 

52,000 

3 

Amagansett, 

04 

320.00 

300 

100,000 

4 

Springs, 

94 

346.00 

500 

49,500 

5 

East  Hampton, 

78 

350.00 

200 

98,650 

6 

Northwest, 

10 

154.00 

100 

Tlie  office  of  Scliool  Commissioner  has  been  filled,  since  it 


was  constituted,  by  the  following  : 


1st 

Dist. 

tTonathan  W.  Hiinttinj 

2d 

i i 

William  Nicoll, 

1st 

i i 

E.  Jones  Ludlow, 

2d 

a 

William  Nicoll, 

1st 

Cordello  D.  Elmer, 
Thomas  S.  Mount, 

2d 

<4 

1st 

44 

Horace  H.  Benjamin, 

2d 

44 

Thomas  S.  Mount, 

1st 

44 

Horace  H.  Benjamin, 

2d 

<4 

S.  Orlando  Lee, 

1858  to  1861. 
1861  to  1864. 
1864  to  1870. 
1870  to  1873. 
1873  to  - — 


* It  wiU  be  remembered  that  Babylon  was  at  that  time  included  in  Huntington.  As  a consequence  the  figures  of  Hun- 
tington are  proportisnately  larger  under  these  two  heads  than  they  are  under  the  others. 
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Huntington, 

Babylon, 

Smitlitown, 

Islip, 

Brookhaven, 

Riverhead, 

Southold, 

Shelter  Island, 

Southampton, 

Easthampton, 

TOWNS. 

CO  or  h- 1 cr.  00  cn  lO  CO  O', 

oioh-i^cn-uocoioc; 

Children  in  attendance 
during  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  1872. 

J.O  W ^ LO 

cnoi— ‘0  10  0105(0*0000 

lO  (05  05  O ft-  CO  CO  05  o 

rf-.  Cl  to  CO  -1  lyD  o;*  CO  00 

Inhabitants  between 
the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one,  Septemb’r 
30th,  1872. 

h- ‘ t— 

00  M O 05  05  00  IC  ri-  JC 
"--I  05  O "hi  lo  cn  lo  c 1 o k- 
-1  O -U  O CO  O O*  f+-  CO 

c*  -a  p *♦-  1“^  pD  j-* ; 0 c* 
o to  o b*  io  ic  k-  CO  -1 1— 

O Iw  O C*  O to  05  O O 00 

Amount  paid  for 
Teachers’  salaries  dur- 
ing the  year  eiuling 
September  30ih,  1872. 

to  to  1-*  M h-‘  (05 

H-I  00  W CO  p O Cn  O p P 
le-  05  b*  bo  -a  do  bo  co  bj  k- 

O C*  O CO  05  05  C*  to  O (05 

oooooooaiooo 

Value  of  School-houses 
and  Sites. 

m 

M M 1— ‘ 1— ‘ 

M05 

o b*  00  bo  CO  k-*  CO  bo  bo  do 
~.icoi-^bOtf--cnococo>-‘ 
CO  W 1.0  p p _C0  O'*  p p 
bbibootoco'cocAbikq 
OOCOCOCOrf-CO-qcOOCD 

Raised  by  tax  for 
School  i)urpo3es  dur- 
ing the  year  ending 
September  30th,  1872. 

M M to  1— ‘ 1-^  to 

top  p PPPPPPI'^ 
k-‘dok-‘'lo'b.bo  o 05  CC  05 
o*  CO  o cn  cn  cn  ►e-  CO  to 

05  p p lO  C5  P o p*  y-1 

b.  -'"I  CO  -a  h-i  05  1-*  O QO  O 

05  -1  —1  O*  -4  cn  ^ O*  t-‘ 

Total  receipts  for 
School  purposes  dur- 
ing the  year  ending 
September  30tb,  1872. 

(...J  )— 1 p 

b CO  cn  CO  It-  h- 

cn  CO  cO  cn  t4^  C»  'CO  M’  p 

C/  l O'!  C*  05  O 0 * CO  O It- 

Number  of  children 
1 attending  school  in 
1 1837. 

“ tfj 

p ^to  p 

uf..  be  to  b -Cl  b o*  cn  p 

CO  tf-  05  -d  1-*  CO  P 9*  p 

05  p y-1  P c*  P p P 

b b c:  b h-*  bi  b CO 

b C5  c:  CO  -q  QO  CO  0(  * O 

1 

Amount  paid  for 
Teacher’s  salaries  in 
1837. 
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SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 


In  the  following  lists  are  contained  the  names  of  those  who 
have  held  important  offices  in  this  county  at  different  periods 
from  its  organization  down  to  the  present  time.  There  are 
other  lists  which  we  should  have  been  pleased  to  present,  but 
a lack  of  the  necessary  information  to  make  them  complete 
forbids . 

Under  an  ordinance  of  the  governor  and  council  in  1699, 
the  Judges  were  successively  as  follows  : — 

1723,  Henry  Smith,  Richard  Floyd,  Benjamin  Youngs. 

1729,  Henry  Smith,  Benjamin  Youngs,  Samuel  Hutchinson. 
1738,  Henry  Smith,  Joshua  Youngs,  Thomas  Ohatfield. 

1752,  Richard  Floyd,  Elijah  Hutchinson,  Hugh  Gelston. 

1764,  Richard  Floyd,  Samuel  Landon,  Hugh  Gelston. 

1771,  William  Smitli,  Samuel  Landon,  Isaac  Post. 

1775,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Landon,  Isaac  Post. 

The  following  have  served  since  the  Revolution. 

Srlah  Strong,  1783  to  1793. 

Ebeiiezer  Platt,  1793  to  1799. 

Abraham  Woodhull,  1799  to  1810. 

Thomas  S.  Strong,  1810  to  1823. 

Joshua  Smith,  1823  to  1828. 

Jonathan  S.  Conklin,  1828  to  1833. 

Hugh  Halsey,  1833  to  1847. 

Abraham  T.  Rose,  July  1,  1847  to  Jan.  1,  1852. 
William  P.  Buffett,  1852  to  1856. 

Abraham  T.  Rose,  1856  to  May  1,  1857. 

George  Miller,  May  1,  1857  to  Jan.  1,  1858. 

J,  Lawrence  Smith,  1858  to  1866. 

Henry  P.  Hedges,  1866  to  1870. 

John  R.  Reid,  1870  to  the  present  time. 


Oterhs  of  the.  County,  under  the  colonial  administration, 
Henry  Pierson,  1669  to  1681. 

John  Howell  Jr.,  1681  to  1692. 

Thonuis  Helme,  1692  to  1709. 

Henry  Smith,  1709  to  1716. 

C.  Oo].'.greve,  1716  to  1722. 

Samuel  lliidson,  1722  to  1730. 

Wilhum  Smitli,  1730  to  1750. 

Wi'ilium  Hicoll,  1750  to  1775. 
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Under  the  State  Governmerit, 

William  E.  Bevans,  1783  to  1784. 

Ezra  L’Hommeclieu,  1784  to  1810. 

Hull  Osborn,  1810  to  1812. 

Charles  H.  Havens,  1812  to  1820. 

Charles  A Eloyd,  1820  to  1822. 

Charles  H.  Havens,  1822  to  1829. 

Joseph  li.  Huntting,  1829  to  1838. 

George  8.  Pliillii>s,  1838  to  1840. 

Samuel  A.  Smith,  1840  to  1844. 

J.  Wickliam  Case,  1844  to  1850. 

Benjamin  T.  Hutchinson,  1850  to  1853. 

James  B.  Cooper,  1853  to  185G. 

Wilmot  Scudder,  1850  to  1859. 

Charles  B.  Dayton,  1859  to  1802. 

John  Wood,  1^12  to  1808. 

Btepheu  C.  Bogers,  1808  to  1871. 

George  C.  Campbell,  1871  to  the  present  tima 


County  Treasurers, 

Nathaniel  Smith,  1749  to  170E 
Josiah  Smith,  1764  to  1780. 

Selali  Strong,  1780  to  1802. 

William  Smith,  1802  to  1803. 

Nicoll  Floyd,  1803  to  1834. 

Wm.  Sidney  Smith,  1834  to  1848, 

Harvey  W.  Vail,  1848  to  1852. 

J.  Wickham  Case,  1852  to  1855. 

Lester  H.  Davis,  1855  to  1858. 

Elbert  Carll,  1858  to  1801. 

Francis  M.  A.  Wicks,  1801  to  1864, 

Jarvis  K.  Mowbray,  18(54  to  1867. 

Joseph  H.  Goldsmith,  1807  to  Aug.  7,  1809.* 

Siephen  B.  French,  Aug.  7,  1869  to  the  present  time. 


Meinhers  of  the  Colonial  Council  from  Suffolk. 

Col.  John  Youngs,  from  1083  to  1098. 

Col.  William  Smith,  from  1091  to  1704. 

William  Nicoll,  from  1091  to  1704. 

~Wir,  Goldsmith  ..ms  compelled  by  dicknesd  to  resign  tho  office  beforo  il'tC 
CT4  irfition  of  hai  teri'i. 
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Eepresentatwes  in  the  Colonial  Assembly  from  this  county. 

Henry  Pierson,  1G91  to  1005, 

Mathew  Howell,  1G91  to  1093. 

John  Tuthill,  1093  to  1091. 

Mathew  Howell,  1091  to  1705. 

John  Tnthill,  1095  to  1098. 

Henry  Pierson,  1093  to  1701. 

William  Nicoll,  1702  to  1723, 

Samuel  Miilford,  1705  to  1720. 

Epenetus  Platt,  1723  to  1739. 

Samuel  Hutchinson,  1720  to  1718, 

Daniel  Pierson,  1737  to  1748. 

Eleazer  Miller,  1718  to  1709. 

William  Nicoll  (2d),  1739  to  1709. 

William  Nicoll  (3d),  1708  to  1709. 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  1709  to  1775. 

William  Nicoll  (3d),  1709  to  1775. 

Representatives  of  Suffolk  County  in  the  Assemhh/, 

1777  to  1783  ; Ihirmlt  lifillcr,  David  Gclston,-  Ezra  D’Hoin- 
meilieu,  Thomas  Tredwdl,  Thomas  Wicks. 

1784  — 5 ; David  Clelston,  Thomas  Youngs,  Ebenezer  Platt, 
John  Smith,  Jeffrey  Smith. 

1780  ; Jonathan  N.  Havens,  David  Hedges,  Thomas  Y'oungs, 
Jeffrey  Smith,  Nathaniel  Gardiner. 

1787  ; Jonathan  N.  Havens,  David  Hedges,  Daniel  Osborn, 
John  Smith,  Caleb  Smith. 

1788  ; Jonathan  N.  Havens,  John  Smith,  Daniel  Hedges, 
Daniel  Osborn. 

1789 ; Jonathan  N.  Havens,  David  Hedges,  Nathaniel  Gar- 
diner, John  Smith,  Henry  Scudder. 

1790  ; Nathaniel  Gardiner,  Henry  Scudder,  John  Smith, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jared  Landon. 

1791  ; Jonathan  N.  Ha  vens,  John  Gelston,  John  Smith,  Phile- 
tus  Smith,  Thomas  Wickliam, 

1792  ; Jonathan  N.  Havens,  John  Smith,  John  Gelston, 
Heu  i'y  Stuidder 

1793  ; Jonathan  N.  Havens,  John  Smith,  Ebenezer  Platt, 
John  Gelston. 

1794;  Jonathiin  N Havens,  John  Smith,  John  Gelston, 
Jo.shua  Smith,  Jr. 

l'i’95  ; Jonatlian  N.  Havens,  John  Gelston,  Isaac  Thompson, 
Josj.'mi  Smith,  Jf. 
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1796  — 7 ; Abraham  Miller,  Silas  Wood,  Jared  Landon, 
Joshua  Smith,  Jr, 

1798 ; Abraham  Miller,  Silas  Wood,  Josiah  Reeve,  John 
Howard. 

1799  ; John  Smithy  Jared  Landon,  Nicoll  Floyd,  Joshua 
Smith,  Jr. 

1800  ; Silas  Wood,  John  Smith,  Jared  Landon,  Nicoll  Floyd. 
1801.  ; Nicoll  Floyd,  Mills  Phillips,  Abraiiam  Miller,  Jared 

Landon . 

1802  ; Israel  Carll,  Jared  Landon,  Abraham  Miller,  Tredwell 
Scudder. 

1803  ; Israel  Carl],  Josiah  Reeve,  Jonathan  Dayton. 

1801 ; David  Hedges,  Israel  Oarll,  Sylvester  Dering. 

1805  ; Jared  Landon,  Israel  Carll,  Jonatlian  Dayton. 

1806  ; Jared  Landon,  Israel  Carll,  David  Hedges. 

1807  ; Israel  Carll,  David  Hedges,  David  Warner. 

1808  ; Israel  Carll,  Jonathan  .Dayton,^  Thomas  S.  Lester. 

1809  ; IStills  }*hillips,  Abraham  Rose,  Daiii»'l  T,  Terry. 

1810  ; Abraham  Rose,  John  Rose,  Tredwell  Scudder. 

1811  ; Treilwell  Scudder,  Thomas  S.  Lester,  Jonathan  S. 
Conklin. 

1812 ; Abraham  Rose,  Usher  H.  Moore,  Nathaniel  Potter. 

1813  ; Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Henry  Rhodes,  Caleb  Smith. 
181I ; Thomas  S.  Lester,  Nathaniel  Potter,  Jonathan  S. 
Conklin. 

1815  ; Tredwell  Scudder,  John  P.  Osborn,  John  Wells. 

1816  ; Abraham  Rose,  Benjamin  F.  Tliomijson,  Phineas  CarU. 

1817  ; Israel  Carll,  Thomas  S.  Lester,  Abraham  Parsons. 

1818  : Charles  H.  Havens,  John  P.  Osborn,  Nathaniel  Miller. 

1819  ; John  P.  Osborn,  Isaac  Conklin,  Daniel  Youngs. 

1820  ; Charles  H.  Havens,  Abraham  Parsons,  Ebenezer  W. 
Case. 

1821  ; John  M.  Williamson,  Isaac  Conklin,  John  P.  Osborn. 

1822  ; Tredwell  Scudder,  Hugh  Halsey,  Jolin  M.  Wiliiamscn. 

1823  ; Samuel  Strong,  Joshua  Fleet. 

1821;  Hugli  Halsey,  Josiah  Smith. 

1825  ; JosliUii  Smith,  David  Hedges,  Jr. 

1S2G  ; John  Williamson,  Usher  H.  Moore. 

1827 . Samiiei  Strong,  George  Ij.  Conklin . 

1828  ; Tredwell  Scudder,  Abraham  II.  Gardiner. 

1829  ; John  M Williamson,  David  Hedges,  Jr. 

1830  ; Samuel  trong,  Noali  Youngs. 

1831  ; George  S.  Phillips,  George  L.  Conklin, 

1832  ; John  M.  Williamson,  Samuel  L’Hommedieu,  Jr. 
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I 1833  ; David  Hedges,  Jr.,  William  Wickes. 

I 1834  ; AVilliam  Sidney  Smith,  John  Ten-y. 

. 1835  ; George  S.  Phillips,  George  I;.  Conklin* 

I 1836  ; Charles  A,  Floyd,  Nathaniel  Topping. 

I 1837  ; John  M.  Williamson,  Josiah  Dayton. 

I 1838  ; Charles  A.  Floyd,  Sidney  L.  Grilfin. 

I 1839  ; Joshua  B.  Smith,  J.  Wickham  Case. 

, 1840  ; John  M.  Williamson,  David  Halsey.' 

1841  ; Alanson  Seaman,  Josiah  C.  Dayton. 

1842  ; liichard  A.  Udall,  Benjamin  F.  Wells, 

1843  ; Samuel  B.  Nicoll,  Joshua  B.  Smith. 

I 1844  ; Richard  W.  Smith,  Silas  Horton. 

1 1845  ; John  PI.  Dayton,  Darling  B.  Whitney. 

1 1846  ; Richard  A Udall,  Samuel  B.  Gardiner. 

1847  ; Henry  Landon,  J.  Lawrence  Smith. 

I 1848  ; Edwin  Rose,  Win.  Sidney  Smith. 

1849  ; Edwin  Rose,  Nathaniel  Miller. 

1850  ; David  Pierson,  Walter  Scudder. 

1851  ; Franklin  Tuthill,  Egbert  T.  Smith. 

1852  ; Henry  P.  Hedges,  Zopliar  B.  Gakh'y. 

1853  ; Abraham  H.  Gardiner,  ^\Tllianl  H.  Ludlow. 

1854  ; George  Miller,  William  S.  Preston. 

1855  ; John  E.  Chester,  David  Idatt. 

1856  ; David  G.  Floyd,  Wm.  Sidney  Smith. 

. 1857  ; Edwin  Rose,  Abraham  G.  Thompson. 

1858  ; George  Howell,  George  P.  Mills. 

1859  ; Benjamin  F.  Wiggins,  Richard  J.  Cornelius. 

1860  ; Philander  R.  Jennings,  Richard  J.  Cornelius. 

1861  ; James  H.  Tuthill,  Alexander  J.  Bergen. 

1862  ; John  C.  Davis,  John  S.  Plavens. 

1863 ; Benjamin  F.  Wiggins,  John  S.  Havens. 

1864  ; William  H.  Gleason,  Henry  O.  Platt. 

1865  ; William  H.  Gleason,  Henry  C.  Idatt. 

1866  ; James  H.  Tuthill,  Richard  A.  Udall. 

1867  ; Alfred  Wagsiaff  Jr. 

1868  ; j'ames  M.  Halsey. 

1869  ; William  A.  Conant. 

1870  ; Briuley  D.  Sleight. 

1871 ; George  F.  Carman. 

1872  ; John  S.  Marcy. 

1873  ; John  S.  Maroy. 
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The  Sheriffs  of  Suffolk  County  have  j;aken  office  as  follows; 


Hugh  Gray,  1702. 

John  Brush,  1710. 

Daniel  Youngs,  1718. 
Sanuiel  Davton,  1723. 
William  Sell,  1728. 

Joseph  Smith,  1730. 
Jacob  Conklin,  1734. 
Thomas  HigO)e,  1710. 
George  Muirson,  1718. 
James  Muirson,  1771. 
Thomas  Wickes,  1785. 
Silas  Hulsey,  1787. 
Thomas  Wickes,  1791. 
Phineas  Carll,  1793. 

John  Brusli,  1797. 
Phinciis  Carll,  1799. 
Josiah  Keeve,  1803. 
Phineas  Smith,  1807. 
Josiah  Reeve,  1808. 
ilenjamin  Brewster,  1810. 
Josiah  Reeve,  1811. 


Benjamin  Brewster,  1812. 
Nathaniel  Conklin,  1811. 
Jusjali  Reeve,  1815. 

Saixmel  Carll,  1819. 

Abraliam  H.  Gardiner,  1821. 
Samuel  Smith,  1820. 
Abraham  H.  Gardiner,  1829. 
Richard  W.  Smith,  1832. 
Silas  Horton,  1835. 

Samuel  Miller,  1838. 

David  C.  Brush,  1811. 

Henry  T.  Penny,  1811. 
David  R.  Rose,‘l817. 

John  Clark  (3d),  1850. 
Samuel  Phillijxs,  1853. 
George  F.  Carman,  1850. 
Stephen  J.  Wdson,  1859. 
Daniel  H.  Osborn,  1802. 
John  Shirley,  1805. 

George  W.  Smith,  1808. 

J.  Henry  Perkins,  1871. 
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POPULATION  OP  THE  TOIYNS  OF  SUFFOLK  COUNTY  AT  DIFFErvENT  PEKIODS. 


ciiArrER  Aiir. 


TOWN  OF  HUNTINGTON — lIIdTOliY  .AND  DESCEirXION. 


The  town  of  Hiiiitingtou  formerly  occupied  the  wliolo 
, breadth  of  the  island,  at  the  west  end  of  the  county  of  »Suhoih. 
It  was  bounded  on  the  west  by  Oysterbay  township  in  Queens 
oouiity,  north  by  the  Sound,  east  by  Smithtown  and  Islip,  and 
'Boutli  by  the  Ocean.  Its  width  on  the  north  side  was  about 
eight  miles  and  on  the  south  side  six  miles,  and  its  length  from 
north  to  south — from  sound  to  ocean — about  twenty  miles. 
The  ttrst  purchase  of  land  within  the  tenitory  thus  de.scribed 
was  made  by  Thcophilus  Eaton,  Governor  of  New  Haven,  in 
KUO,  and  consisted  of  that  peninsula  on  the  north  side  known 
‘ as  Eaton’s  Neck.  This  purchase  was  probably  made  of  the 
; Matinecock  tribe  of  Indians  who  at  that  time  were  a powerful 
nation  and  occupied  the  north  side  of  the  island  as  far  east  as 
the  eastern  limits  of  this  town. 

The  first  purchase  made  by  actual  settlers,  of  which  w^e 
have  any  account,  Avas  made  by  Eichard  Holdbrook,  Eobert 
Williams  and  Daniel  Whitehead,  in  1053,  and  they  were  with- 
out doubt  the  fust  or  among  the  lirst  settlers  of  the  town,  au  1 
the  date  of  ih(;i.  purchase  is  accepted  as  the  date  of  its  tirsi 
setif  •ment.  Thi.-i  x^Lirchase  was  made  of  course  like  the 
ous  one,  of  ihe  'ludians,  and  coinj^rised  six  miles  square  iji  tee 
north-west  corner  of  the  present  limits  of  tlie  town.  It  1 
from  Cold  Spi  ing  Harbor  on  the  west  to  Nortlq^ort  Harbor  uu 
tl  ist,  and  extended  south  to  the  midtile  Country  road. 
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This  tract  is  still  known  as  tlie  “Old  Purchase.”  The  price 
paid  for  it  was  six  bottles,  six  coats,  six  hatchets,  thirty  eel- 
spears,  thirty  needles,  six  shovels,  ten  knives  and  ten  fathoms 
of  wampum.  ■ 

Another  purchase  was  made  of  the  Indians  in  1G56,  extend- 
ing from  the  eastern  bounds  of  tlie  last  one  to  tlie  Nesaquake 
or  Nissaquague  Iliver.  The  right  of  the  Matinecock  Indians 
to  the  eastern  part  of  this  tract  was  disputed  by  the  Nissa- 
quague Sachem  who  was  sustained  in  the  dispute  by  Wyan- 
danch  the  Grand  Sachem  of  the  island.  The  dispute  was  con- 
tinued by  the  purchasers  of  Huntington  and  Smithtown  until 
1675,  when  the  lino  which  strikes  the  Sound  at  Fresh  Pond 
was  decided  iix)on  as  the  boundary  between  the  two  towns. 
The  part  of  this  tract  which  by  that  decision  remained  to  tlie 
town  of  Huntington  is  now^  known  as  tlie  “Eastern  purchase,” 
and  it  extends  south  to  the  old  country  road. 

In  1657  and  8 several  necks  of  meadow  land  on  the  south 
side  were  purchased  by  Jonas  Wood  and  others,  of  the  Seca- 
tague  and  Marsapeague  tribes. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  settlement  of  this  town  its 
government,  like  that  of  all  the  other  towns  in  this  county 
was  independent,  the  -supreme  power,  legislative  judicial  and 
executive  resting  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  This  continued 
until  1660,  when  the  town  was  placed  under  the  ^Drotcc- 
tion  of  the  coloj.q;  of  Connecticut,  and  iji  1662  was  admitted  ivs 
a part  of  that  colony.  This  arrangement  continued  until  the 
conquest  of  166 1,  though  it  had  hardly  been  perfected  befui  .? 
the  inauguraiion  of  the  Duke’s  government  broke  off  the  con- 
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The  town  was  incorporated  by  a patent  issued  under  Gov. 
Nichols,  bearing  date  Nov.  13,  1G6G.  The  persons  named  in 
this  iiatent  were  Jonas  Wood,  William  Leveredge,  Robert 
Seely,  John  Ketcham,  Thomas  Scidmore,  Isaac  Platt,  Thomas 
Jones,  and  Thomas  Wicks.  This  patent  covered  the  territory 
from  Cold  Spring  Harbor  to  Nissaquague  River  on  the  Sound, 
and  extending  across  to  the  sea.  In  1G8G  Gov.  Dongan  com- 
pelled the  people  of  this  town  to  take  a new  patent  to  cover 
lands  which  had  been  purchased  of  the  Indians  since  the  date 
of  the  first  patent.  This  was  issued  Aug,  2,  1G88,  and  the  ex- 
pense which  the  people  were  thus  obliged  to  incur  in  satisfy- 
ing the  quit-rent  and  fees  charged  by  tlie  governor  was  £29, 
4s.  7d.  A final  patent  was  granted  under  Gov.  Fletcher,  Oct. 
5,  1094,  in  which  the  former  boundaries  of  the  town  were  al- 
tered and  established  as  follows  : “being  bounded  on  the  west 
by  a river  called  and  known  by  the  name  Cold  Sjming,  a line 
running  south  from  the  said  Cold  Spring  to  the  South 
Sea,  and  on  the  north  by  the  Sound  that  runs  between  our 
said  Island  of  Nassau  and  the  main  continent,  and  on  the  east 
by  a line  running  from  the  west  side  of  a pond  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Freshpond  to  the  west  side  of  Whit- 
man’s dale  or  hollow,  and  from  thence  to  a river  on  the  south 
side  of  a neck  called  Sampawams,  and  from  the  said  river  run- 
ning to  the  said  South  Sea.”  In  this  patent  Joseph  Rayly 
Thomas  ^Ahcks,  Jonas  Wood,  John  Wood,  John  Wicks,  Tlio.vi- 
as  Brush,  and  John  Adams  were  constituted  and  “ordained” 
Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  iown  ol 
Iluntingcoii.  This  patent  cost  the  town£5G,  18s.  3d,  of  1. 
the  Governor  and  his  associates  pocketed  £50. 

The  spirit  with  which  the  people  of  Huntington  cige'-.  i 
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the  gTeat  conflict  for  American  Liberty  is  shown  by  tlie  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  were  passed  at  a general  town  meet- 
ing held  June  21,  1774  ; Israel  Wood,  presiding. 

“ 1st.  That  every  freeman’s  property  is  absolutely  his  own, 
and  no  man  has  a right  to  take  it  from  him  without  his  con- 
sent, expressed  either  by  himself  or  his  representative.” 

“2d.  That  therefore,  all  taxes  and  duties  ini}>osed  on  His 
Majesty’s  subjects  in  the  American  Colonies  by  the  authority 
of  Parliament,  are  wholly  unconstitutional,  and  a plain  viola- 
tion of  the  most  es.sential  rights  of  British  subjects.” 

“ 3d.  That  the  Act  of  Parliament  lately  passed  for  shutting 
up  the  port  of  Boston,  or  any  other  means  or  device,  under 
color  of  law,  to  compel  them,  or  any  other  of  His  klajesty’s 
American  subjects,  to  submit  to  Parliamenbiry  taxations,  are 
subversive  of  their  just  and  constitutional  liberty.” 

“ 4th.  That  we  are  of  opinion  that  our  brethren  of  Boston 
are  now  sullering  in  the  common  cause  of  British  America.” 
“5th.  That  therefore  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  all 
the  colonies  to  unite  in  some  efteetiial  measures  for  the  ivjjeal 
of  said  Act,  and  ev(ny  other  Act  of  Parliament  whereby  they 
are  taix(‘d  for  raising  a revenue.” 

“Cth.  That  it  is  the  o[)inion  of  this  meeting  that  the  most 
eflectual  means  for  obtaining  a speedy  repeal  of  said  Acts, 
will  be  to  break  off  all  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  English  West  India  colonies.  ” 

“ 7th.  And  we  hereby  declare  ourselves  ready  to  enter  into 
these,  or  such  other  measures,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  a 
General  Congress  of  all  the  colonies  ; iind  we  recommend  to 
the  General  Congress,  to  take  such  measures  as  shall  be  most 
effectual,  to  prevent  such  goods  as  are  at  present  in  America, 
from  being  raised  to  an  extravagant  price.” 

“And,  lastly,  we  appoint  Col.  Platt  Conklin,  Jolin  Sloss 
Hobart,  Esq.,  and  Thos.  Wicks,  a committee  for  this  town, 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  committees  of  the  other  towns 
in  the  county,  to  cori  e.spond  with  the  committee  of  N.  Y.” 

The  towii  plot,  wl.ere  the  flrst  settlement  was  made,  was 
what  is  no  w the  eastern  jjart  of  the  village  of  Huiningtoii. 
'This  was  ilivided  iu'  o “house  lots”  and  distributed  among  the 
inhabitants  to  be  occiipjed  and  improved  by  them  individually, 
Vv'hile  the.  r^  maiiujig  lands  were  held  and  used  in  common. 
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As  the  population  increased  the  remaining  lands  were  pur- 
chased of  the  natives,  either  by  individuals  or  tlie  Trustees  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  and  allotments  of  land  were  made  at 
different  times  to  the  original  purchasers  in  proportion  to  the 
various  amounts  each  had  contributed  to  the  expense  of  satis- 
fying Indian  claims  and  the  quit-rents  and  jiatent  fees  of  the 
governors. 

Jan.  27,  1872,  the  people  at  a special  town  meeting  voted  to 
divide  this  town  and  form  a separate  one  of  the  southern  part. 
A petition  to  this  effect  was  presented  to  the  legislature,  and 
IMarch  3d,  an  Act  was  passed  constituting  that  portion  of  the 
former  town  of  Huntington  lying  south  of  a line  one  mile 
north  of  the  Long  Island  railroad  as  the  town  of  Babylon,  and 
leaving  the  northern  part  to  continue  as  the  town  of  Hunt- 
ington. The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Com- 
monalty established  first  by  the  ^latent  of  1688  and  confirmed 
by  the  subsequent  one  of  1694,  was  abolished  by  an  Act  of  the 
legislature  passed  May  3,  1872,  and  their  powers  and  duties 
were  vested  in  the  Supervisor,  Assessors,  and  Town  Clerk. 

The  town  of  Huntington  as  it  now  is,  occupies  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  county.  It  contains  about  forty-six  thou- 
sand acres,  more  than  one  half  of  which  is  imxu’oved  and  di- 
vided into  beautiful  farms.  The  northern  jrart  and  som.;  or 
the  interior  is  hilly,  and  the  surface  generaUy  is  elevated,  1/ut 
Lirge  tracts  of  rich  level  plain  stretch  “far  and  wide”  in  didcr- 
ent  inirts.  i’dirming  is  the  chief  industry  of  the  peoxrle.  I la’ 
inliabitants  arc  thinly  scattered  over  nearly  the  whole  surface 
of  the  town.  The  pcjiulation  would  probably  vary  but  luile 
fx:  Oi  seven  tiu'usand. 

Tile  norch.rn  part  of  the  town  is  thrown  into  irregTili; 
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necks  and  projections  of  land  by  counter  irre^ilarities  of  water, 
which  form  a labyrinth  of  bays,  harbors  and  coves  upon  the 
north  shore.  Lloyd’s  Neck,  once  called  Horse  Neck,  and  by 
the  Indians  Caumsett,  is  a peninsula  about  three  miles  in  length 
by  one  and  a half  to  two  in  width,  its  length  being  parallel 
with  the  island,  lying  opposite  the  nortliwest  corner  of  the 
town  and  at  that  extreme  point  connected  to  it  by  a narrow 
isthmus.  It  was  supposed  by  the  settlers  to  whom  the  In- 
dians gi'anted  the  tract  of  land  known  as  the  “Old  Purchase” 
that  this  tract  of  land  was  embraced  in  that  grant,  but  it  a^i- 
pears  the  Indians  did  not  so  understand  it,  for  in  1651,  the  fol- 
lowing year,  they  sold  it  again  to  three  men  living  in  Oyster- 
bay.  In  after  years  when  it  became  necessary  to  fix  the  limits 
of  the  towns  more  definitely,  the  town  of  Oysterbay  though 
geographically  disconnected  from  it,  claimed  it  as  belonging 
to  that  jurisdiction  on  the  ground  that  its  owners  liad  resided’ 
there.  This  claim  was  supported  by  the  colonial  legislature 
who  in  1691  sanctioned  the  annexation  of  it  to  that  town,  and 
the  arrangement  is  still  maintained. 

Eaton’s  Neck,  a ragged  shaped  body  of  land  almost  sur- 
rounded by  water,  lies  something  more  than  a mile  to  the  east 
of  Lloyd’s  Neck,  and  is  joined  to  the  island  by  a narrow  sand 
beach  extending  from  its  southeastern  extremity  to  near  the 
eastern  border  of  the  town. 

Huntingion  Bay  is  the  space  of  Avater  lying  between  the  two 
“necks”  jost  noticed,  and  is  the  connecting  link  between  the 
Bound  and  the  se\oial  i^ays  and  harbors  Avliich  lie  Avithin  the 
enclosure  which  tliey  i'onn.  Eroin  this  bay,  Lloyd’s  Harbor 
is  a narroAV  body  of  Avater  extending  westAvard  about  three 
miles  ie  me  <sthmus  that  connects  that  neck  to  the  island. 
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From  Huntington  Bay,  Huntington  Harbor  opens  soiitliwardly 
about  two  miles.  Behind  Eaton’s  Neck,  Nortliport  Bay  ex- 
tends eastward  from  Huntington  Bay.  Sonili  from  tliis  Cen- 
terport  and  Northport  Harbors  project  inland.  Little  Neck 
is  a peninsula  lying  between  these  two  harliors.  East  Neck 
is  that  body  of  land  situated  between  Centerport  and  Hunting- 
ton  Harbors,  and  West  Neck  occupies  the  space  between  the 
latter  and  Cold  Spring  Harbor. 

Cold  Spring  is  a village  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty  inhabi- 
tants, in  the  extreme  northwest  part  of  this  town,  and  of 
course  occupying  the  same  relative  position  in  the  county. 
A part  of  the  suburbs  lie  beyond  the  line,  in  Queens  County, 
but  the  principal  part,  and  the  business  centre  is  within  this 
town.  The  greater  part  of  the  village  is  scattered  along  the 
east  side  of  Cold  Spring  Harbor  for  a disttince  of  more  than 
two  miles,  being  near  its  liead,  and  about  four  miles  from  the 
Sound.  The  road  upon  which  most  of  the  village  is  located 
follows  a rather  serpentine  course  along  the  shore  of  tlie  har- 
bor, at  the  foot  of  a rugged  succession  of  timbered  hills. 
From  near  the  middle  of  this,  another  street  nins  east,  up  the 
slope  through  a recess  in  the  hills.  The  continuation  of  this 
street  extends  over  to  Huntington,  two  miles  east  of  here. 
The  Indian  name  for  this  locality  was  Nachaquatuck,  and  the 
name  of  the  harbor  Wauwepex.  The  scenery  around  this  har- 
bor is  full  of  , uiuance,  wild  and  beautiful.  Hark  wooded  b ills 
rio.  on  6vej’2^  side,  and  here  and  tliere  liomely  cottages  or 
lordly  mansions  find  quiet  hiding  places  between  them. 

A smart  sir.  am  of  water,  rising  a few  miles  inland  flows 
into  the  head,  of  Cold  Spring  Harbor.  This  stream  supplies 
; lt  . c ponds,  ndiic-h  follow  each  other  in  immediate  successioiy 
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furnishing  power  for  driving  a grist-mill  which  stands  at  the 
head  of  navigation  on  the  harbor.  The  water  is  conducted  to 
this  mill  by  a canal  from  the  lower  p(md,  a distance  of  about 
a quarter  of  a mile.  The  upper  pond  is  devoted  to  trout 
culture,  and  a large  woolen  factory  now  silent,  was  once  in 
operation  iqion  the  second  one.  On  the  west  side  of  the 
stream  and  harbor,  several  other  factories  w’ere  once  busy, 
being  supplied  with  water  from  springs  in  the  hills  above 
them. 

Just  below  the  dam  of  the  lower  mill-pond,  noticed  aliove, 
and  near  the  head  of  tide  water  is  a curious  and  valuable 
spring  of  fresh,  cold  water,  whose  ever  gurgling  flow  appears 
strongly  impregnated  Avith  iron,  and  perhaps  some  other  min- 
eral substances.  The  Avaters  of  this  sx^ring  are  believed  to 
contain  A'nhiablo  medicinal  imqjeities,  and  instances  are  not 
Avanting  in  Avhich  invalids,  reduced  to  alarming  extremes,  have 
been  greatly  benetitted  and  even  restored  to  health  by  drink- 
ing of  it.  We  conscientiously  believe  that  its  reciqierative 
effects  upon  the  human  system  may  be  felt  from  even  a single 
draught.  This  conviction  is  based  iijjon  our  oAvn  cxiierience. 
At  the  close  of  a day  spent  in  fatiguing  labor,  Avhen  limbs 
were  tired  with  Avalking — fingers  tired  Avith  Avriting — brain 
tired  Avith  thinking — lungs  tired  Avitli  talking, — and  the  Avliole 
body  Avell  nigh  Avearied  out,  avo  stepped  within  the  octagonal 
summer-house  Avhii  h encloses  this  fountain,  of  heallJi  and 
drank  of  its  Avaters, — and  felt  revived  and  strengthened — 
almost  prex)ared  for  another  round  of  toil.  The  Avater  has  u 
slight  pt  euliarity  in  its  biste,  but  not  an  uniileasant  one,  hosv- 
OA’^er.  The  pebble  stones  and  pieces  of  Avood  Avashed  by  it  are 
thickly  coated  with  a orownish  it(,q)osit,  somcAvhat  resembling 
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iron  rust.  Near  this  remarhable  spring  is  another  whose 
w^aters  are  cliarged  with  sulphur;  and  still  another,  sending 
forth  the  pure  element,  as  it  guslied  from  the  roch  tliat  iVtoses 
smote  before  the  murmuring  Israelites,  in  the  bleak  wilderness 
of  Horeb. 

One  of  the  principal  features  of  this  place  is  its  shipping. 
About  thirty-five  schooners  and  large  sloops  sail  from  this 
j>ort.  It  was  at  one  time  largely  interested  in  the  whale  fish- 
ery. During  the  prosperous  days  of  that  enterprise,  about 
thirty  years  ago,  nine  or  ten  vessels  belonging  to  this  port 
were  engaged  in  the  business.  Over  on  the  west  side  of  the 
harbor  near  its  head  is  a small  settlement  containing  the  sail- 
lofts,  storage  houses  and  cooperages  which  were  built  to 
accommodate  the  business.  The  enterprise  here,  as  almost 
everywhere  else  is  now  about  extinct,  only  its  footprints  being 
left  to  remind  us  of  its  faded  grandeur.  Marine  raihvays, 
lumber  and  coal  yards  are  located  near  the  head  of  navigation 
on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor.  Jones’  Dock  is  about  a mile 
and  a half  below,  at  the  very  northernmost  extremity  of  the 
village.  A steamboat  ifiies  daily  between  this  and  New'  York 
City,  touching  also  at  Laiirelton  Dock  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  harbor  and  at  Lloyd’s  Dock,  tw'o  miles  beloAv,  near  tie 
isthmus  which  connects  I.jloyd’s  Neck  with  the  land  of  tlii  i 
toAvn. 

The  WauAvepen  Hotel,  a handsome  building  designed  lor 
the  accommodation  of  summer  boarders  and  pleasurists  steed 
upon  a grassy  mound  among  the  romantic  hills  near  Jon 
Dock.  Tills  hovel  Avas  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  morning  of 
Nov  2,  1872  ; loss  estimated  at  thirty  thousand  dollars.  'The 
V i d beanly  of  tlie  scenery  Avhicli  surrounds  this  spot,  uikI 
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its  retirement,  together  with  the  convenience  of  approach 
attracts  to  it  during  the  summer  time  flocks  of  excursionists 
and  picnickers  who  come  from  the  crowded  city  by  special 
steamboats  or  other  means,  to  pass  a few  ifleasant  hours  in  the 
cool  retreat  of  these  shaded  hills.  Several  handsome  country 
residences  standing  among  the  “everlasting  hills  ” on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  harbor  may  be  seen  from  this  jioint. 

Upon  an  irregular  peninsula  which  projects  into  the  harbor 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  village  site  the  business  of  demol- 
ishing condemned  shix^s  is  carried  on  to  a large  extent.  Some 
large  ocean  steamships  are  towed  in  here  and  “wrecked”  for 
the  jmrpose  of  saving  the  old  material  which  they  contain. 

The  branch  railroad  which  leaves  the  Long  Island  road  at 
Hicksvillc  runs  about  two  miles  south  of  this  village,  but  the 
nearest  station  on  that  line  is  oj^posite  Huntington,  four  miles 
southeast  of  here,  or  at  Syosset  four  and  a half  miles  south- 
west. It  would  bo  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a station  on 
the  railroad  opiDOsite  this  jAace  would  have  been  established, 
as  it  is  evident  the  interests  of  the  Comxmny  would  have  been 
augmented  by  such  a measure  as  well  as  the  accommodation 
of  the  iJeojDle  here  more  perfectly  provided  for.  But  when 
we  become  more  familiar  with  the  manner  in  which  railroad 
entei’XDrises  are  managed  in  8ulfolk  County,  we  shall  learn 
that  the  Long  Island  Kailroad  “Company  ” has  a policy  of  its 
ovm,  which,  to  scy  the  least  is  peculiar,  and  whose  directions 
are  not  clways  to  Lt,  autieipatecl  by  the  suggestions  of  reason. 
The  omission  of  a stoiii^iug  place  at  a point  near  Cold  Sjjring 
appears  to  be  consntent  with  the  general  management  of 
things  under  this  railroad  administration.  We  will  mention 
an  itci'i  wdiich  ns  v/c  understand  it,  has  a close  counection 
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with  this  circumstance  and  out  of  which  grew  the  “little 
matter  ” that  gave  rise  to  it.  When  the  branch  from  Hicks- 
ville  was  completed  as  far  as  Syosset  a few  wealthy  men  of 
this  neighborhood,  belonging  to  the  Jones  family,  undertook 
the  enterprise  of  continuing  the  road  to  Cold  Spring.  After 
the  investment  of  a ruinous  amount  of  capital  in  grading  the 
road  clear  to  the  village,  a disagreement  arose  between  the 
“Joneses  ” and  the  Long  Island  “Company  ’’  about  the  termi- 
nus, and  the  result  appears  that  the  latter  determined  to  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  the  proposed  extension,  so  when  the 
branch  was  continued  to  Huntington  and  Northport  it  left 
Syosset  by  a more  inland  route  and  the  village  of  Cold  Spring 
Avas  ignored.  The  extension  thus  gi’aded  and  abandoned 
apiu’oiiches  the  village  along  the  west  side  of  tlie  stream  and 
mill-i^onds. 

It  is  in  order  here  to  say  that  the  J ones  family  have  de- 
scended from  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  neighborhood, 
and  still  retain  the  ownership  of  a large  part  of  the  real  estate 
and  business  enterprises  of  the  place,  which  have  been  handed 
down  through  successive  members  of  the  family  for  many 
generations.  Not  only  in  wealth  but  in  political,  judicial  and 
literary  standing  the  reiDresentatives  of  this  family  have  held 
enviable  positions. 

The  village  contains,  besides  the  enterprises  already  notneui, 
a liotel,  four  .o:  live  stores,  three  churches,  and  “last  but  not 
IfiKst,”  a harolsome  new  tAvo-story  school  house.  Tliib 
Vmilt  in  1870,  and  stands  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  A'illage,  ca 
the  Hunliiiglon  road.  A Methodist  church,  erected  in  lb-12, 
Riitl  a Bapf-jcl  church  erected  in  1845,  are  upon  the  san)o 
street,  nearei  the  harbor.  These  are  both  of  moderaiG  di- 
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mensions  but  neat  appearance.  St.  Thomas’  Episcopal 
church,  a handsome  specimen  of  architecture  stands  at  the 
west  end  of  the  lower  mill-dam,  a few  rods  west  of  the  line  of 
the  town. 

The  extensive  brick  yards  of  Charles  H.  Jones,  and  F.  M. 
Crossman  are  upon  the  eastern  shore  of  the  harbor  two  miles 
below  the  village  of  Cold  Spring  and  near  the  connecting 
point  of  Lloyd’s  Neck. 

Lloyd’s  Neck,  belonging  to  Oyster  Bay  town,  contains 
about  three  thousand  acres  of  good  land.  It  fell  into  the 
possession  of  James  Lloyd  of  Boston  in  1G7J,  and  from  him 
received  its  name.  It  has  extensive  beds  of  line  white  xrlay 
and  yellow  ochre.  During  the  revolution  the  British  ereetcal 
a fort  upon  it  and  cut  and  removed  nearly  a hundred  thou- 
sand c'ords  of  wood  from  it. 

Iluntington,  two  miles  east  of  Cold  Spring,  is  the  principal 
village  of  this  town.  By  the  last  census  it  contains  two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  thirty-three  inhabitants.  The 
main  centre  of  the  village  is  about  one  mile  above  or  south 
of  Huntington  Harbor,  and  about  a mile  and  a half  north 
of  the  station  bearing  its  name,  on  the  North  Side  railroad. 
It  is  built  on  a comparatively  level  step  lying  between  the 
marshes  at  the  head  of  tide  water  and  the  elevated  plain 
which  is  reached  by  a gentle  slope  of  nearly  three  miles  in 
length. 

In  the  vicinity  ct  the  railroad  station  we  find  but  few  evi- 
dences of  civirzalion  or  improvement  except  a hotel,  some 
cultivated  fields  and  a few'  farm  houses.  The  ideasant  street 
which  runs  down  ilr:  slope  to  tlic  village  is  called  New  York 
Avern  • -..i  l it  strikes  Main  Street  at  about  right  angles  ncai 
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the  business  centre.  The  averag-o  course  of  this  street  is 
east  and  west,  and  upon  it  most  of  the  husiness  concerns  of 
the  village  are  located.  Around,  over,  and  between  these 
gentle  hills  that  beautify  the  eastern  suburbs  of  tlie  village 
proj^er,  the  road  winds  eastward,  then  northward  with  many 
graceful  curves  for  a mile  and  a half,  till  it  strikes  the  liarbor 
on  its  eastern  shore.  Here  are  a number  of  docks  ui)on 
which  the  principal  merchandise  brought  to  or  carried  from 
the  village  is  landed.  Quito  a settlement  is  distributed  along 
the  shore  ui>on  the  road,  and  among  the  rest  are  several  stores 
and  shops.  On  the  hills  a little  further  down  are  several 
handsome  residences.  Ivcgular  sailing  packets  run  between 
this  place  and  New  York  City.  A ferry  between  here  and 
Norwalk  Conn.,  was  established  in  1704  by  Jonathan  Titus  to 
whom  the  trustees  of  the  town  granted  the  monopoly  of  the 
enterprise  for  the  consideration  of  sixteen  pounds  a year. 

- How  long  this  arrangement  existed  we  are  not  able  to  say, 
but  it  was  discontinued  many  years  ago.  The  progress  of 
commercial  enterprise  is  seriously  embarrassed  by  the  de- 
ficiency of  water  in  this  liarbor.  The  “ bright- 

ening ” however  in  these  progressive  days,  for  congress  last 
May  (1872)  aiipropriated  twenty-two  thousand,  five  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  purpose- of  improving  the  harbor  by  diggii  g 
out  the  mud. 

Brown  Brothers’  Pottery,  located  among  the  settlement  or. 
the  east  side  of  Ihe  harbor  is  one  of  the  interesting  features 
of  the  place.  Its  origin  is  ancient,  some  part  of  the  establisi;- 
ment  having  been  running  .since  the  pre-revolutionary  iiericd 
--SO.  says  tradition.  The  buildings  in  which  the  business  is 
caiTn-d  on  are  Jiot  in  a shai>e  to  be  easily  described  but  th<  y 
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probably  embrace  some  seven  or  eight  thousand  square  feet 
of  floor  room,  for  the  most  part  being  two  floors  in  height. 
The  Brown  Brothers’  manufacture  a great  variety  of  “stone  ” 
and  earthen  ware  such  as  jugs,  jars,  butter-pots,  ijie  platters, 
sauce  pans,  flower  pots,  hanging  baskets  &c.  Six  or  eight 
men  are  kej)t  at  work,  two  Avagons  are  all  the  time  traveling 
up  and  down  the  island,  and  during  the  busy  seasons  of 
spring  and  autumn  sloops  are  chartered,  loaded  with  goods 
and  sent  away  to  different  ports  along  the  Connecticut  shore 
as  well  as  other  places.  The  process  of  making  the  specialties 
of  this  establishment  is  very  simple,  yet  could  be  much  better 
described  by  the  hands  of  the  potter  with  the  clay,  than  with 
pen  and  ink  upon  paper.  The  first  thing,  however,  to  be  done 
is  to  mix  and  temper  the  clay.  For  the  different  articles 
diflerent  qualities  of  material  ai‘e  used  and  for  most  of  the 
articles  clay  from  different  mines  have  to  .be  mixed  together. 
This  mixing  is  done  in  a huge  bin.  The  clay  is  then  placed 
in  the  tempering  machine,  which  is  an  upright  iron  cylinder 
wuth  an  arrangement  inside  Avhich  being  turned  by  horse 
power  grinds  up  the  clay  and  squeezes  it  out  through  holes 
about  two  inches  in  diameter,  near  the  bottom  of  the  mill. 
Inside  these  holes  a fine  Avire  sieve  is  placed  so  as  to  keep 
back  any  sticks  or  small  stones  that  may  be  in  the  clay.  The 
doughy  mass  is  then  stowed  aAvay  in  a damp  cellar  Avhere  it 
will  keep  for  Aveek;»  s/ithout  losing  its  temper,  and  from  Avliich 
it  is  takoii  as  it  is  needed  for  use.  Nearly  all  the  kinds  of 
ware  made  here  ace  turned  on  a sort  of  lathe.  This  is  simply 
a disk,  say  a fool;  oi  more  in  diameter,  made  of  tAvo  inch  plank, 
and  fastened  in  a in.eizontal  position  on  the  end  of  a S2)indle 
which  is  ke'tat  whirling  around  by  a foot  treadle.  On  tJie 
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centre  of  this  disk  a lump  of  clay  is  placed,  and  as  it  spins 
round  the  hands  of  the  skilled  workman  are  pressed  against  it 
from  outside  and  inside  so  as  to  draw  it  up  to  the  desired 
shape.  Ill  making  jugs  the  handle  is  made  separate  and 
stuck  on  after  the  jug  is  finished.  Some  of  the  ware  is  cast  in 
moulds  of  plaster  Paris.  This  process  is  more  tedious  and 
consequently  about  twice  as  expensive.  After  the  ware  is 
formed  and  sufficiently  dried  to  allow  it  to  be  handled  with 
safety  it  is  stacked  up  in  large  (‘vens  or  kilns,  to  be  baked. 
These  kilns,  of  which  there  are  two  here,  are  made  of  brick,  of 
circular  form,  ten  or  twelve  feet  across  them  and  six  to  eight 
feet  high  and  arched  over  the  toj).  "When  they  are  filled  a liot 
fire  is  started  in  a pit  beloiv,  and  the  heat  and  flames  pass  up 
through  the  mass  of  wiu'o  until  it  becomes  of  a white  heat. 
The  glazing  on  the  outside  of  stone  ware  is  produced  by 
throwing  salt  into  the  kiln  while  the  heat  is  greatest.  This 
baking  process  consumes  three  hundred  cords  of  wood  per 
annum.  The  Pottery  is  located  immediately  on  the  shore  and 
a dock  is  connected  wi  th  it,  so  sloojis  can  float  up  to  the 
premises  to  land  wood  or  load  with  Avare. 

Returning  to  the  business  centre  we  find  a number  of  large 
stores,  two  hotels,  a steam  planing  mill  and  the  usual  assort- 
ment of  mechanic  shops  and  dealers  in  specialties,  as  well  as 
the  reprcsentatiAes  of  the  professions.  A thimble  factory 
was  establislied  iiere  in  1837,  by  E.  O.  Prime,  and  it  is  still 
in  operation.  Several  sitacious  buildings  in  this  vicinity  are 
devoted  to  busiiicss  purposes.  Among  them  are  Adams* 
Block,  Lockitt,  Eaton  ct  Co’s  Block,  Empire  Block,  and  Eiiter- 
pean  Th.ll.  Haiitington  Assembly  Rooms  is  a hall  for  public 
enle/liULiiijents  on  IIig  second  floor  of  Lockitt  Eaton  & Co’n 
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Block,  and  the  second  floor  of  Euterpean  Hall  is  devoted  to 
like  purposes.  The  former  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Wall 
Street  which  leads  down  to  the  west  side  of  the  harbor.  Near 
the  foot  of  this  street  is  a high  bank  of  sand  fronting  tlio 
road-side,  and  it  was  in  honor  of  this  hanJc  that  the  street  was 
named  after  the  great  money  centre  of  New  York. 

East  of  the  compact  business  portions  the  habitations  of 
the  farming  population  are  scattered  among  the  hills,  over  a 
large  surface  of  country.  In  this  neighborhood  was  the  old 
“town  spot,”  where  the  original  settlers  “iiitched  their 
tents.”  Upon  one  of  these  beautiful  hills  stands  the  Eirst 
Presbyterian  church,  the  lineal  successor  of  the  first  church 
established  'within  the  limits  of  this  town.  Its  history  is  the 
connecting  link  that  comi)lotes  the  chain  by  which  the  pres- 
ent is  bound  to  the  early  days  of  more  than  two  hundred 
years  ago.  As  such  it  is  worthy  of  our  notice.  The  first 
settlement  in  tlie  town  was  made  about  tlie  year  1653,  and  tlie 
first  church  organization  is  supposed  to  have  been  formed 
about  the  year  1658.  The  foundation  for  this  supposition  is 
the  fact  that  in  that  year  a minister  was  first  employed  here. 
Before  any  house  of  worship  had  been  erected  the  supposi- 
tion is  natural  that  religious  services  were  held  in  a school 
house.  The  first  church  edifice  was  built  in  the  year  1665,  in 
the  valley  near  the  site  of  Prime’s  thimble  factory,  a aliort 
distance  west  of  the  present  church.  As  the  members  of  the 
coiigregaticn  began  to  increase,  it  become  necessary  about 
twenty  years  after  to  enlarge  and  repair  it.  The  churcli 
organization  vvi.'.ich  occupied  this  building  was  of  the  Coiigre- 
gati')nal  order  until  the  year  1718,  when  it  came  under  ibe 
jurisdiction  of  ihc  Sufi'olk  Presbytery,  in  which  connection  it 
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has  ever  since  remained.  In  1715  the  old  church  having  served 
for  half  a century  was  honoraljly  discharged  and  the  frame  of 
anew  one  raised  in  its  place.  It  appears  the  “Trustees  of 
the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  Town  ” held  domin- 
ion over  the  church  proi^erty  as  well  as  every  thing  else  of 
a pul)lic  character.  In  1717  they  sold  the  old  church  for  live 
pounds.  The  site  of  the  old  church  did  not  agree  with  the 
wishes  of  the  congregation  and  all  concerned,  so  the  new  frame 
which  had  been  raised  there  was  taken  down  and  moved  to 
the  top  of  the  hill,  where  being  completed  it  remained  in 
service  until  the  Island  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  British  at 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution.  By  them  the  house 
was  stripped  of  its  inside  equipments  and  used  for  military 
jmrposes.  The  bell  which  had  been  an  object  of  admiration 
and  pride  was  carried  away,  broken  and  afterwards  returned. 
The  church  itself  was  finally  torn  down  by  the  same  wanbjn 
hands  and  the  timber  used  in  the  construction  of  barracks  for 
the  soldiers  quartered  in  the  place.  Directly  after  peace  had 
been  established  again,  in  1784  the  present  church  was 
erected  on  the  site  of  the  demolished  one.  Though  tlius 
ancient,  this  noble  edifice,  well  j>reserved  as  it  is,  seems  in 
appearance  not  far  behind  the  times,  and  if  no  unlooked  for 
calamity  befalls  it,  generations  yet  to  come  may  worshi]) 
within  its  time  honored  walls.  This  church  i:>roperty  is  mu.v 
valued  at  sixteen  tiiousand  dollars. 

'i'liG  first  minister  of  the  gospel  settled  over  this  primitiv' 
church  was  tlie  liev.  William  Leverich,  one  of  the  eari,)- 
settlers  and  patentees  of  the  town.  He  is  described  as  a mai. 
of  superior  tahne  and  education,  a native  of  England  and  l. 
grad,  ate  of  Caml.n'idge  University.  He  came  to  America  in 
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1633  and  arrived  at  Salem,  Mass,,  Oct.  10th.  For  many  years 
his  time  was  occupied  in  preaching  both  to  the  Avhite  settlers 
and  among  the  Indians  in  different  parts  of  Massachufsestts. 
In  1658  he  Avas  established  in  the  position  Avhich  brought  him 
to  our  notice,  as  the  first  minister  of  the  first  church  of  Hunt- 
ington. In  April  1669  he  left  his  charge  here  and  removed  to 
Newtown. 

In  1676,  after  the  church  had  been  without  a minister  some 
seven  years,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Jones  was  engaged  and  contin- 
ued here  through  the  remainder  of  his  life,  though  in  his 
declining  years  he  was  relieved  by  an  assistant.  His  labors 
here  continued  for  more  than  half  a century,  and  he  died  at  a 
ripe  old  age  somewhere  about  the  year  1731.  He  wasfolloAved 
by  Rev.  Ebenezer  Prime,  a native  of  I\lilh)rd  Conn.,  and 
graduate  of  Yale  College,  Avho  had  been  employed  us  assistant 
to  Mr.  Jones  in  1719  and  installed  as  colleague  in  1723.  The 
church  organization  at  that  time  consisted  of  forty-one  males 
and  Hventy-seven  females.  Mr.  Prime  was  the  progenitor  of 
an  illustrious  family  w^hose  representatives  of  the  present  day 
occppy  conspicuous  positions  among  the  citizens  of  this 
village  or  in  the  literary  circles  of  the  world.  He  spent  iiis 
life  among  this  congregation.  It  fell  to  his  lot  to  be  at 
the  head  of  this  church  and  about  closing  his  long  and  useful 
life  during  the  tnbulous  times  of  the  revolution.  After  hav 
ing  seen  his  clmrch  desecrated  and  his  OAvn  house  takee 
possession  of,  and  its  contents  mutilated  or  destroyed  by  tiie 
hand  of  a hostile  stranger,  Mr,  Prime  Avas  gathered  to  tlie 
fathers  in  the  nutumn  of  1779  Avhile  the  invader  Avas  still 
malnng  huvoe  s]jon.  his  property  and  upon  the  scaniy 
rco.ViU-da  of  lionest  toil. 
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Among  the  hills,  about  half  way  from  the  Harbor  to  the 
eastern  part  of  the  village,  stands  the  St.  John’s  Episcopal 
church,  a handsome  structure  built  in  1862,  at  a cost  of  near 
ten  thousand  dollars.  On  the  same  site  an  Episcopal  church, 
was  built  sometime  between  the  years  1750  and  ’GO,  and  in 
1707  placed  in  charge  of  Rev.  James  Greaton,  His  death 
which  took  place  about  six  years  afterward,  caused  a vacancy 
which  was  scarcely  filled  in  half  a century. 

Near  this  is  a neat  little  African  Methodist  church  estab- 
lished here  over  thirty  years  ago,  and  valued  now  at  about 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The  building  was  originally  in- 
tended for  a school  house  and  has  been  enlarged  and  im- 
proved. 

The  first  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  this  village  was 
built  in  1825.  In  1864  it  was  succeeded  by  a new  one  which 
stands  on  the  Main  Street  a little  west  of  the  business  part  of 
the  village.  This  church,  with  the  lot  on  which  it  stands  is 
estimated  to  be  worth  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  Baptist  church  erected  in  1869,  at  a cost  of  about  six 
thousand  dollars,  stands  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  vil- 
lage, not  far  from  the  Methodist. 

On  the  south  side  of  Main  Street  a little  east  of  the  com- 
mercial centre  stands  the  Second  Presbyterian  church,  a 
noble  building  placed  here  in  1865,  at  a cost  of  sixteen  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  belfry  of  this  church  contains  the  toun 
clock,  v/hose  sonorous  tones  remind  us  every  hour  of  the 
Preacher’s  words,  that  there  is  “a  time  to  everj  purpose  under 
the  heaven.” 

In  1837  a Universalist  church  was  built  on  INfain  Street, 
ue.a  ' he  north  end  of  Burying  Hill,  a short  distance  east  of 
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tlie  Second  Presbyterian  site.  In  1870  a new  one  was  built 
on  a site  a little  off  Main  Street  on  New  York  Avenue.  This 
is  a liundsome  and  commodious  edifice,  of  the  Gothic  order, 
and  cost  nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  Boman  Catholic  church  stands  on  IMain  Street  in  the 
western  suburbs  of  the  village,  and  is  among  if  not  abso- 
lutely the  largest  church  edificain  the  place.  It  is  built  of 
brick,  after  the  modern  style  of  church  architecture,  and  cost 
about  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  It  was  erected  in  18G7,  and 
it  occupies  a beautiful  site,  on  rising  ground  ,in  the  quiet 
borders  of  the  village.  A short  distance  west  of  this,  tlie  road 
rises  a hill,  from  the  top  of  Avhich  a good  view  of  the  village 
and  its  surroundings  can  be  had.  This  road  being  tlie 
continuation  of  Main  Street,  leads  west  to  Cold  Siiring  about 
two  miles. 

Huntington  may  well  boast  of  its  churches.  Of  the  eight 
churches  we  have  noticed,  six  have  been  built  within  the  last 
ten  years,  and  according  to  the  estimates  of  value  which  Ave 
have  received  on  them,  Ave  find  that  sixty-nine  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  have  been  approiiriated  Avithin  the  time  men- 
tioned to  the  purpose  of  church  building  in  this  village. 

Within  sight  of  the  business  centre  of  the  village,  a little 
to  the  east,  and  just  past  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  is 
the  old  “Burying  Hill,”  a mound  rising  from  the  street,  and 
containing  four  or  five  acres.  This  spot  is  to  the  people  of 
Huntinglon  sacred  soil,  for  in  its  bosom  sleeps  the  ashes  of 
their  latlicrs  of  many  generations.  Treading  the  rank  sod 
that  covers  this  congregation  of  the  dead,  Ave  seem  to  breathe 
the  atmosphere  of  two  centuries  ago.  The  blue  Avater  of 
yonder  h.iibor  sparkles  in  the  sunlight  of  to-day  “just  as  of 
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old,”  and  the  summer  breeze  sings  through  tliese  cedar  tops 
the  same  strain  it  hummed  in  tlie  ears  of  mourning  friends 
who  came  here  two  hundred  years  ago,  to  deposit  the  earthly 
remains  of  departed  loved  ones  beneath  the  soil  of  a wilder- 
ness and  a strange  land. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  revolutionary  war  an  earth- 
v/ork  fortification  covering  some  two  acres  was  thrown  uji 
in  the  centre  of  this  burying  gi-ound,  and  the  timber  of  the 
demolished  church  used  here  in  the  construction  of  bar- 
racks. The  graves  were  leveled  down  and  the  tomb-stones 
used  in  the  construction  of  rude  ovens  and  fire-places 
for  temporary  use.  Many  of  them  were  broken,  and  some 
bear  at  the  present  day  the  murks  of  Dritish  and  brut- 
ish violence.  The  leader  under  whose  direction  these 
acts  of  insult  to  the  graves  and  memories  of  the  inno- 
cent dead  were  committed  was  one  lienjamin  Thompson, 
a Massachusetts  Tory,  who  had  command  over  about  five  hun- 
dred British  soldiers  quartered  here.  The  jieople  of  the 
town,  when  they  learned  of  Thompson’s  intention  to  erect  a 
fort  in  their  grave-yard  petitioned  him  to  sjiare  them  the 
sight  of  such  sacrilege,  but  their  protests  were  in  vain. 

In  addition  to  the  uncalled  for  outrage  already  noticed,  Dr. 
Prime  in  his  history  adds  : — “It  would  seem  that  during  the 
whole  war,  no  stone  was  left  unturned  to  annoy  the  persons 
and  injure  the  pro])erty  of  the  inhabitants.  Their  orchards 
were  cut  dov;j',  iheir  fences  burned,  and  the  scanty  crops 
wdiich  they  were  able  to  raise  under  these  embarrassmeids, 
were  often  seizt  d l)y  lawless  force  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers, 
or  recklessly  destroyed  to  gratify  their  malice.  The  aged 
po  vu-  of  the  coiigi-egation,  while  he  lived,  was  peculiarly 
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obnoxious,  on  account  of  liis  known  patriotic  \icws  and  feel* 
ings.  When  tlio  troops  first  entered  tlie  town,  the  officers 
housed  their  horses  in  the  pastor’s  stable,  and  littered  them 
witli  sheaves  of  unthreshed  wheat,  while  they  cursed  the  ‘ edd 
rebel,’  as  they  were  pleased  to  call  liim.  They  then  took 
possession  of  his  house,  for  their  quarters,  breaking  the  furni- 
ture, which  they  did  not  need,  tearing  leaves  out  of  his  most 
valuable  books,  or  entirely  destroying  one  volume  of  a set,  as 
if  to  render  them  valueless,  without  taking  the  trouble  to 
destroy  the  Avhole.” 

The  cutting  down  of  orchards  and  tearing  up  or  burning  of 
fences,  and  seizing  of  crop’s  are  acts  which  though  appar- 
ently outrageous  in  the  abstract,  may  be  viewed  in  a light  to 
aj)pear  comparatively  excusable  Avhen  looked  upon  as  meas- 
ures of  war,  but  the  malicious  destruction  of  private  projierty 
of  really  small  value  to  any  one  else  than  the  owner,  and  out- 
rages upon  the  feelings  of  the  living  and  the  graves  of  the 
dead,  such  as  Ave  have  noticed,  are  exhibitions  of  refined 
devilishness  for  which  the  pretext  of  war  is  no  excuse.  The 
“ aged  pastor  ” in  the  above  quotation  was  the  Rev.  Eben- 
ezer  Prime,  grand-sire  of  the  historian,  of  Avhom  wo  have 
already  spoken.  His  death  occurred  Avhile  the  British  troops 
occupied  the  toAvn,  but  before  the  fortifications  had  been 
throAvn  up  in  the  burying  ground.  His  grave  Avas  enclosed 
by  the  intrenchment,  and  the  brave  commander,  who  led  siidi. 
a brilliant  charge  upon  an  army  of  grave-stones  ]3itchod  his 
tent  near  by  it,  so  he  could  have  the  pleasure  of  Avallcing  over 
it  Avlienevcr  his  patriotic  feelings  prompted  him  to  do  so. 
Erom  tiiis  silent  congregation,  Avliere  Ave  seem  to  hold  con- 
verse with  spirits  of  the  past,  about  tAVO  minutes  Avalk  bringu 
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ns  back  to  the  village  centre,  Avliere  the  embodied  spirits  of 
the  present  are  mingling  in  the  busy  scenes  of  every  day  life. 

Just  south  of  the  village,  and  about  half  way  up  the  slope 
which  leads  to  the  railroad  station  is  the  Rural  Cemetery  of 
Huntington.  This  is  beautifully  laid  off  and  ornamented,  and 
occupies  a hill-side  to  the  right  as  you  go  up  from  the  village. 
An  arch  over  the  gateway  bears  upon  it  in  characters  which 
“he  that  runneth  may  read,”  the  solemn  and  impressive 
reminder,  The  Hour  CometUT  The  general  beauty  of  this 
cemetery,  and  the  comiileteness  of  its  arrangements,  is  not 
eecoiid  to  any  other  like  institution  in  tlie  ct)unty.  It  con- 
tains a great  number  and  variety  of  handsome  and  costly 
monuments.  The  association  to  which  it  belongs  was  organ- 
ized March  10,  1851,  and  at  first  x^tirchased  ten  acres  of 
ground  of  the  estate  of  Abel  K.  Conklin.  A few  years  later 
four  acres  more  were  added,  so  the  plot  now  contains  fourteen 
acres,  from  which  some  three  or  four  hundred  burial  iffots 
have  been  sold. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  the  village,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street  from  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  and  ui)on  the 
summit  of  the  same  beautiful  hill,  stands  the  bistitution  to 
which  perhaps  above  all  others  the  people  of  Huntington 
point  with  honorable  pride  — the  Huntington  Union  School.* 
Upon  this  site  an  academy  was  erected  in  1791,  which 
served  its  “day  and  generation”  with  average  success,  until  it 
was  ] amove :l  to  make  room  for  the  present  building,  'i  Ins 
was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1858,  and  that  year,  in  Novemb-.n; 
the  school  w as  opened.  The  average  attendance  at  the  cciu- 
mencemeiil  was  about  three  hundred.  The  building  was 
enlarged  in  1370,  and  its  present  dimensions  are  fifty-tbrev.  by 
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seventy-five  feet  on  tlie  ground.  It  is  a frame  building  of 
tliree  high  stories  and  contains  ten  large  rooms  besides  a 
number  of  recitation  rooms,  cloak  rooms,  hall  and  libraiT. 
The  first  floor  is  occupied  by  the  Primary  and  Secondary 
departments  ; the  second  floor  by  the  Intermediate  depail- 
ment  and  Grammar  school,  and  the  third  flot>r  by  the  High 
school.  This  has  a cabinet  of  chemical  apparatus  and  a 
library  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy  volumes  besides  an 
encyclopedia  of  forty  volumes.  The  course  of  study  iiursued 
ill  the  school  is  arranged  to  be  completed  by  an  attendance  of 
twelve  years  ; the  pupil  entering  at  the  age  of  five  and  gradu- 
ating at  seventeen  years  of  age.  Since  18G2,  when  the  first 
class  graduated,  seventy-one  pupils  of  this  school  have  com- 
pleted the  course  with  honors.  The  average  attendance  of 
scholars  now  is  nearly  livti  hundred.  The  school  employs 
twelve  teachers,  including  the  Principal,  and  their  united 
siilaries  amount  to  six  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum.  The  present  value  of  the  building  and  its  appur- 
tenances is  about  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Tlie  institution 
enjoys  the  proceeds  of  a legacy  be(pieathed  in  1841  l)y  the 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Potter  for  educational  i)urposes.  The  origi- 
nal sum  of  endowment  was  seven  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars,  one  half  of  which,  by  a stipulation  in  the  will,  should 
remain  at  interest  till  tlie  amount  should  reach  ten  thousand 
dollars,  whicJ'i  time  arrived  but  a few  years  since.  A simiK  t 
sum  was  in  him  maimer  left  by  the  same  benevolent  indivi  i- 
uai  for  the  benefit  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church. 

The  town  poor  formerly  occupied  a comfortable  house  au  i 
a small  farm  ncai  tlie  village.  About  twelve  years  ago  the 
si'.:  vas  exciuiugO'l  for  one  at  Long  Swamj). 
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The  Huntington  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.  was  organized 
April  2d,  1838,  by  cliarter  of  the  legiislature  for  twenty  years. 

• IMarcli  11th,  1857,  the  charter  was  aincnded  and  extendeil  for 
twenty  years  longer.  Its  risks  are  ccjiitined  mostly  to  this 
town,  and  those  only  on  isolated  proi:>erty.  The  i)rcsent 
amount  of  risks  is  $197,590,  and  its  assets  $17,917.  The 
company  1ms  met  with  no  losses  since  1801. 

A Fire  Engine  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  combined 
was  organized  liero  in  1813,  under  the  general  state  law. 
About  the  year  1800  it  was  reorgauized  under  ii  special  law. 
It  has  about  forty  members, 

Jephtha  Lodge  of  Free  kfasonsis  a nourishing  institution, 
numbering  tjpwards  of  a Imudred  members.  It  was  instituted 
Jnne  21st,  1800,  since  which  time  three  other  lodges  have 
organized  from  iU  territory  and  membersliip, 

A newspaper  calleil  the  American  Eagle  was  started  here  in 
1821,  by  Samuel  A.  Beabiiry.  In  1825  its  name  was  changed 
• to  The  Jjong  Island  Joinaial  of  Philosophy  and  Cabinet  of  Va- 
riety. Under  this  name  it  was  issued  monthly  by  Samuel 
Fleet.  In  1827  it  was  changed  to  The  Portico,  and  in  1829 
discontinued  altogether.  The  Long  Islander  was,  started  in 
July,  1838,  by  W.  Whitman.  It  is  a seven  column  folio,  pub- 
lished every  Friday  by  G.  H.  Shepard.  The  iSufolk  Bulletin 
W'as  started  by  David  C.  brush  in  1817  under  the  name  SuJfiP 
Democrat.  In  ,1850  it  was  removed  to  Babylon  Avhere  it  was 
])ubli  lied  by  ( '1  .ales  layne.  Li  1805  it  returned  to  Himting- 
tcni  iiud  wus  is.sued  under  its  present  name,  and  edited  by 
CLioi.  ^11.  Sue  d.  It  is  a m at  looking  eight  column  piip.'.r. 
contuiniiig  tlie  general  and  local  news,  at  $2.00  per  unm  m. 
Tit  North  Bide  Herald  was  started  in  beptomber,  1872,  ly 
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Wm.  L.  Cook  & Co.  It  lias  recently  been  removed  to  Tslip. 

West  Neck  lies  uortlnvest  from  this  village.  It  is  an  exten- 
sive tract  of  rich  rolling  farm-land.  It  is  thinly  settled  and 
contains  a number  of  spleiulid  farms.  Down  the  road  which 
opens  through  it  in  a northwest  direction  from  Huntington  a 
good  round  three  miles  brings  yon  to  the  west  side  of  Cold 
Spring  Harbor  where  brick-making  is  extensively  carried  on 
by  Charles  F.  Jones  and  F.  M.  Crossnian.  These  two  firms 
employ  about  one  hundred  hands  in  the  business,  and  manu- 
facture say  fifteen  to  twenty  million  bricks  a year.  Their 
works  are  located  on  the  harbor  near  the  isthmus  which  con- 
nects Lloyd’s  Neck  with  West  Neck. 

Eckerson’s  Brick  Works  are  located  in  a rich  mine  of  clay 
of  suiierior  quality,  on  tlie  shore  of  Huntington  Bay  and 
lunong  the  hills  of  East  Neck,  two  miles  northeast  from  this 
village. 

Centreport  is  a cozy  retreat  among  the  hills  about  three 
miles  east  of  the  village  of  Huntington.  Its  location  is  at  the 
head  of  Centreport  Harbor,  known  in  olden  times  as  Little 
Cow  Harbor. 

From  Green  Lawn,  which  is  the  railroad  station  representing 
this  village  we  follow  the  road  down,  down,  down  about  one 
and  a half  miles  of  sand  hill,  twisting  this  way  and  turning 
that,  passing  here  and  there  a dwelling,  till  the  landscape  vii;  ,n' 
unfolds  to  us  rui;;  of  the  prettiest  little  sheets  of  vs’ater  to  h;‘ 
fo^iiid  Li^jon  i:lie  borders  of  the  island.  Tiiis  road  by  which  \v\j 
aporoaeh  from  the  station  continues  down  the  west  side  oi  die 
harbor,  and  i:  is  on  this  road  that  most  of  the  habitations  o 
located.  These  dwelling  sites  are  iileasant  ones,  uverlooking 
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as  they  do  the  harbor  and  the  hills  of  Little  Nock  which  rise 
on  its  eastern  shore. 

The  harbor  varies  in  ^vidth  from  a quarter  to  half  a mile, 
and  its  inland  extremity  is  neurl}'  two  miles  distant  from  its 
continence  with  Newport  Bay.  Though  perhaps  not  one  of 
the  best  for  commercial  purposes  it  is  a handsome  slieet  of 
water,  and  surrounded  as  it  is  by  these  lovely  hills  which 
make  the  beauty  of  the  landscape,  we  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  go  forward  with  the  march  of  time,  and  become  a 
popular  and  attractive  summer  resort  for  our  city  neighbors, 
who  wish  to  rusticate  among  the  northern  hills  of  Long 
Island. 

Nearly  half  a mile  of  the  upper  end  of  the  harbor  is  divided 
from  that  below  by  an  artificial  dam  across  it,  and  upcm  this 
dam  a gi-ist-mill  is  located.  Power  for  running  this  mill  is 
furnished  by  the  action  of  the  tide. 

In  a green  valley  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  village  is 
another  mill-site  on  the  dam  of  a fresh  water  pond  which  is 
supplied  from  springs  in  the  adjacent  hills. 

Just  beloAV  the  tide  mill  dam  is  a dock,  where  vessels"  of 
three  hundred  tons  capacity  may  come.  A iiacket  sloop 
makes  one  or  two  trips  a Aveek  betAveen  here  and  Ncav  York. 
Immense  quantities  of  manure  are  brought  from  New  York 
by  vessel  and  landed  here  for  the  farmers  of  the  neighboi'- 
hood.  There  are  tAVO  stores  in  this  part  of  the  village  and 
another  ove?’  it:  the  southeast  border.  The  population  of 
C'ei.U'opuit  i-j  aleut  tAvo  Imndrcd  and  fifty. 

Tiiore  ciro  two  small  churches  in  the  place;  both  Methodist, 
of  ditlerent  .sects.  One  of  these  stands  on  the  Avest  side  ot 
the  harbor  in  the  heart  of  the  village,  and  the  other  a liulo 
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distance  from  tlie  soutlieastern  shore,  half  a mile  or  more 
apart.  Near  the  latter,  which  is  on  tlie  road  to  Nortlipurt,  we 
come  upon  the  most  refreshing  evidence,  of  civilizaiicjn  the 
place  alibrds.  This  is  a handsome  school-lioiise,  standing  in 
a pleasant  grove  of  cedar  trees.  It  was  huilt  last  winter  and 
is  of  comfortable  dimensions.  Tliis  building  is  neatly  linish- 
ed  up  and  painted,  furnislied  all  round  with  nice  green  wiiulow 
blinds  and  surmounted  with  an  observatory. 

Keeping  the  road  eastward  from  this  village  as  it  winds 
among  the  hills  across  the  head  of  Little  Neck,  about  a mile 
brings  us  within  sight  of  the  village  of  Northport  with  its  ro- 
mantic surroundings.  The  road  from  which  we  gain  this  de- 
lightful pro.spect  of  water,  hills  and  village,  passes  over  the 
mounds  which  skirt  the  southwestern  extremity  of  Noi  thport 
Harbor  which  in  olden  times  was  burdened  with  the  uncouth 
name  of  Great  Cow  Harbor.  Another  mile  brings  us  round 
to  the  village,  which  lies  upon  the  eastern  shore.  Among  the 
first  indications  that  we  are  approaching  an  inhabited  centre 
we  pass  a Christian  burying- ground  occupying  a hill  on 
oiir  right.  Half  a mile  south,  or  southeast  from  here,  but  not 
wdthin  sight  of  this  road  is  another— the  village  cemetary.  A 
little  further  on  we  pass  a small  grist-mill  standing  on  tlui 
left,  which  is  something  of  a curiosity  in  its  waiy.  The  driv- 
ing wheel  of  this  mill  is  an  overshot,  about  five  feet  wide  and 
tAventyiive  feet  in  diameter.  It  receives  waiter  by  a w'ood(‘U 
tube  aJaont  r,  in  diameter,  which  runs  over  the  highw  y 
frOLU.  a pond  ui'C'U  the  top  of  a hill  several  rods  to  tlie  ligio. 
Tlie  supply  of  v.ater  being  limited  the  mill  can  only  be  ruu 
iSix  Ox  seven  ln)ars  a tlay. 

Krom  here  the  I'oad  leads  along  a steep  side  hill  thiriy 
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to  fifty  feet  above  the  base  whicli  skirts  high  water  mark,  and 
along  the  outside  of  this  road  there  is  notliing  to  ])rotect  a 
person  or  animal  from  ste})piiig,  stumbling,  i)hmging,  or  in 
any  other  way  being  preci))itattd  down  the  wild  preei])ice. 
Here  and  there  the  face  of  the  deelivity  is  covered  with  trees 
and  brambles.  Tons  it  seems  remarkable  that  in  the  time  of 
some  freshet  this  narrow  step  is  not  washed  away  and  torn 
l)y  running  water  so  as  to  bo  made  impassable.  On  the  har- 
bor below  us  are  numberless  tleetsof  small  boats,  some  intend- 
ed for  business  and  others  for  pleasure.  On  the  rising 
ground  above  u:j  pleasant  sited  dwellings  are  thinly  scattered 
along  the  road-side  till  we  come  into  the  Inairt  of  the  village. 
The  Northport  House,  is  to  the  traveler  at  the  close  of  da>- 
one  of  the  most  interesting  featnia'sof  tlui  place.  The  road 
by  which  we  have  entenal  hauls  direcdly  uj)  in  front  of  it. 
TTere  is  the  focal  point  of  the  village.  Wharves,  shiiuyards, 
lumber-yards,  stores  and  mechanic  sliops  are  huddled  in  live- 
ly confusion  about  this  point,  klain  Street  starts  here  and 
runs  up  a moderately  imdiiied  plane,  eastAvard,  and  upon  the 
first  half  mile  of  it  most  of  the  business  concerns  of  the  vil- 
lage are  located.  Bay  View  Avenue  runs  north  from  the  cen- 
tral point  mentioned  above,  and  its  course  lies  from  ten  to 
twenty  rods  from  the  shore,  and  elevated  fifty  feet  more  or 
less  above  the  level  of  the  water.  On  both  sides  it  is  lined 
with  n.  at  lookbgg  dwellings  for  a distance  of  three  Iburths  of 
a iude.  ll  is  uamed.  It  is  like  a grand  bahu/- 

ny  from  almo.  L any  point  of  wdiich  we  can  look  over  tin 
whol^;  harbor  vdtli  its  ship])ing  and  its  scores  of  little  i)lea  - 
ure  lurats  ski.unaug  hitlier  and  thither  upon  the  face  of  1);  ■ 
sme'  oi  water.  The  blufis  of  Eaton’s  Neck  in  the  northern 
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distance,  and  tlie  liills  and  valleys  of  Little  Neck  across  to  tlie 
west  add  variety  and  beauty  to  the  sc(.‘ue, 

Nortlii)ort  is  without  question  the  most  flourishing  village 
in  tliis  town.  In  fact  it  is  hardly  sui])assed  in  its  rapid 
growth  by  any  other  village  on  tlie  north  side  of  the  comity. 
Forty  years  ago  the  place  only  contained  eight  dwi'Ilings. 
Now  it  has  three  ship-yards,  two  liotels,  six  or  eight  general 
stores,  dealers  in  specialties  of  dry  goixls,  drugs  and  medi- 
cines, millinery,  boots  and  shoes,  saddlery,  paints  and  oils, 
lumber,  etc.,  a good  representation  of  the  |)rofessions  and 
trades,  and  a population  by  the  last  census  of  one  thousand 
and  sixty.  It  has  a district  school,  numbering  one  hundred 
and  forty  pupils,  and  employing  two  teachers.  The  present 
building  stands  on  Main  Strci  t and  tlmugh  of  aiiijarently 
coniforlublo  size  is  consideri'd  too  small  for  the  purjiose,  and 
the  question  of  supplying  its  place  Avith  a ncAV  one  is  being 
discussed.  The  enterprise  of  this  village  has  quite  recently 
been  directed  to  the  matter  of  church  building.  Within  the 
year  past  a ncAV  Methodist  Episcopal  church  has  been  com- 
pleted. This  is  a large  handsome  building,  standing  on  the 
Main  Street  near  the  school,  and  on  the  same  lot  on  which 
stands  the  old  church  of  the  same  denomination.  The  Avails 
of  the  old  church  are  of  brick,  and  the  structui-e  Avas  ereided 
about  the  year  183d.  A short  distance  further  up  the  st  >_  t 
stands  a small  church  erected  a feAV  years  ago  and  oceai'.o  d 
by  a society  o;  Ncav  School  Presbyterians.  A much  la.^m- 
bdiflcc  is  noH’  in  process  of  erection  by  the  united  Pre^l  ;i.  • 
rian  society.  Its  location  is  on  the  same  lot. 

Northport  has  a flourish) ng  Lodge  of  Free  l\rasous,  nmn- 
bering  about  huty  membeis.  It  has  only  been  instituted  a 
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few  years,  its  original  members  having  witlulrawn  from  tlio 
Lodge  at  Huntington.  A Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance meets  every  week.  They  nnmher  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  mem])ers. 

Ship-huilding  is  carried  on  to  considerable  extent  here. 
Tliere  are  live  sets  of  marine  railways,  and  tliree  ship-yards 
and  from  these,  barks,  as  large  as  six  or  seven  hundred  tons 
capacity  are  launched. 

Great  quantities  of  manure  are  brought  from  New  York 
and  landed  at  the  docks  for  the  farmers  of  the  back  region. 
A ])ac,ket  sloop  i)lies  between  liere  and  New  York. 

Large  quantities  of  clams,  oysters  and  eids  are  taken  from 
the  flats  and  becks  of  this  harbor.  These  bivalve  fisheries  give 
employment  to  a great  many  people,  and  no  doubt  tlxey  have 
had  a largo  influence  in  building  up  tiiO  place.  The  oysters 
of  this  harbor  are  among  the  finest  in  the  world. 

Over  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor,  a short  distance  from 
its  mouth  is  a valuable  bed  of  clay  and  sand  owned  and 
worked  l)y  the  Northport  Fire  Clay  and  Hand  Co.,  of  which 
Mr.  Israel  Carll  is  the  chief  partner  and  manager.  The 
different  materials  found  in  this  bank  are  used  for  a variety 
of  purposes.  First  the  clay,  which  is  the  most  valuable,  and 
of  a very  fine  quality,  is  used  for  making  fire-brick,  linings 
for  stov^es,  heaters,  furnaces  Ac.,  and  mixed  with  other  ; uu.,- 
riiils  it  is  used  for  flower  pots  and  various  other  kinds  of 
]ioitury.  s\  very  fine  sand  from  these  l)auks  is  used  in  ti  .. 
manufacture  of  French  China  ware.  This  sand  as  it  .i-UiCs 
from  the  dcjM>sit  is  of  a bluish  color  and  as  fine  as  iK  ..r,  but 
after  being  uxposed  to  great  heat  in  the  potter’s  kiln  it  - 
comes  a peaiiy  white,  and  is  used  iu  facing  or  glazing  tl.  . 
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ware.  The  clay  is  sold  at  S t a ton  and  tlie  otlier  inateriiils  at 
from  $1  to  a ton,  delivered  on  board  of  vessels  In'ru.  d'Uo 
mine  lies  in  convenient  proximily  to  the  shore  of  tlie  harbor, 
and  a dock  is  connected  with  it  Avliere  vessels  can  lay  alonj'- 
side  to  load.  Its  products  are  sent  to  all  X)arts  of  the  coimlry, 
from  Maine  to  Virginia.  This  bed  covers  more  or  less  of  the 
area  of  fifty  acres,  and  in  some  places  it  is  thirty  to  forty  feet 
deep.  Fifteen  to  twenty  men  and  ten  horses  are  kc])t  at 
Avork,  here  and  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  tons  of  clay  and 
sand  are  shipped  annnally.  This  proju'rty  is  now  vahu'd  at 
tiphOjOOO.  About  six  years  ago  it  Avas  bought  by  the  present 
pro2)i'ietors  for  a little  more  than  ^bl, ()(!(). 

On  the  eastern  shore  of  Northport  Fay,  a mile  or  more 
north  of  the  Aullage  the  l)Cach  sand  is  of  such  a shar[)  gritty 
nature  that  it  is  valuable  to  stom^  ciitb-is,  and  is  much  nsc^.! 
by  them  for  sawing,  dressing,  and  polishing  luarblcx  For 
these  purposes  about  10,UOO  tons  per  annum  arc;  ship[)cd  from 
here  by  Mr.  Albert  xkrthur  Avho  has  the  management  of  the 
enterprise. 

Northport  Station,  at  the  terminus  of  the  Northport  Franch 
Railroad,  lies  upon  the  plain  level,  about  one  and  a half  miles 
southeast  of  the  village,  and  two  miles  from  the  junction  of 
the  SmithtoAvn  k Port  Jefferson  railroad  Avith  this  branch. 

Vernon  Valley  is  a ])leasant  little  farming  district  coni.nn- 
iiig  perli;i])S  ene  hundred  and  liify  inhabitants  located  aiccd 
tAvo  miles  oast  oi  lSorth])e)rt,  to  which  it  is  a sort  of  tribni.ii'y. 
Ii  AAS1.S  foinu  j'ly  calh.\l  Fed  Hook.  It  contains  a Jh'esh\i  l i.ai 
eliUi'ch  and  a school.  Tlie  church  was  Imilt  here  in  1 
having  been  removed  from  Fresh  Pond  its  former  site;. 

One  and  a iaili  miles  norlheast  of  this  is  the  hamlci  n 
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Fresh  Pond,  lying  on  the  sound  shore,  in  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  this  town  and  extending^  partly  into  Smith  town.  It 
takes  its  name  Iroin  a body  of  "water  which  puts  in  from  the 
flonnd  on  the  lino  between  the  towns.  It  has  a store  and  a 
. po.st-otVice.  Two  extensive  brick  yards  are  located  upon  tlio 
Homid  shore  at  this  place.  These  aro  the  Long  Island  Lrick 
Yards,  and  the  works  of  Provost  Brothers.  The  latter  use 
Bteam  power  for  tempering  the  clay  and  moulding  the 
brick. 

- Just  west  of  here  Crab  INFcadow  is  a marshy  region  drained 
by  u creek  which  empties  into  the  sound.  In  this  vicinity 
arc  about  u <iozeii  farm  houses. 

Neck  lies  betw'een  Northport  Bay  and  the  sound. 

, It  in  oolUiecUul  with  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  by  a narrow 
sand  be^ich  two  mile-s  long.  The  Neek  contains  about  2,000 
acres,  one  half  of  which  is  ow'ned  b}’^  Cornelius  De  Laniater,  a 
wealthy  iron  founder  of  New  York.  lie  has  a tine  conntry 
seat  hero -and  indulges  to  considerable  extent  in  stock  raising. 
A bed  of  moulding  sand  is  found  in  the  central  part  of  the 
Neck,  from  which  supplies  of  sand  are  taken  for  use  in  the 
foundry  of  the  owner.  The  remaining  jjortion  of  the  Neck  is 
occupied  by  six  or  eight  farmers.  The  soil  is  good.  Upon 
the  extreme  nortliern  point  stands  a light  house,  bnik  i(; 
1798  at  a co.^t  of  $9,750.  It  -was  re-litted  in  1857  and  has  a 
fix  i light  wldeli  is  visible  seventeen  miles  distant.  The 
t :\ver  is  hily-six  feet  high  and  it  stands  ipoon  elevated  groi.i’5i 
which  makes  th(i  light  one  hundred  and  thirty- feet  ab(jvc  th.  ; 
sea  level. 


Green  Lavaj  a rail-road  sta.tion  on  the  Nortliport  Bra;',. Si 
? two  miles  and  a half  east  of  Huntington  »Station.  It  ic  a 
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plensant  locality,  on  tlie  elevated  plain,  and  consists  of  a 
hotel,  two  stores,  a “Real  Estate  Exchange,”  a blacksmitli 
shop,  and  about  a dozen  houses,  with  several  hundred  acres 
of  rich  farming  land.  From  this  neighborhood  the  hills  of 
the  interior  jiresent  a fine  landscape  view. 

About  a mile  south  from  here  is” a little  rural  vicinity  called 
Cuba,  and  a mile  and  a half  further  still  and  bearing  a little 
eastward  is  a scattered  settlement  of  farmers  lately  named 
Elwood. 

The  population  and  dwellings  are  so  scattered  over  a 
greater  part  of  this  town  [HuntingtonJ  that  it  is  a ditlicult 
matter  to  decide  just  where  one  vill  age  or  hamlet  leaves  ofi’ 
and  the  next  one  commences.  To  the  best  of  our  knowledge 
and  ability,  however,  we  will  fix  the  territorial  dimensions  of 
Elwood  at  two  miles  square.  This  is  occu[)ied  by  thirty 
dwellings  and  inhabitants  in  jaroportion.  Within  its  limits 
are  a school  and  a INlethodist  church.  A steam  grist-mill  was 
started  here  a feAV  years  ago,  but  has  been  removeil  for  want 
of  support. 

Adjoining  Elwood  on  the  northeast  is  another  district  of 
similar  characteristics  and  proi^ortions,  and  the  description  of 
one  will  answer  very  well  in  a general  way  for  the  other. 
This  is  known  by  the  name  of  Olay  Pitts  or  the  moderuizi  d 
synonyms  of  Genola  and  Fair  View.  Which  of  tlie  two  nauii  s 
will  be  the  eccepted  one  is  to  be  decided  by  time.  We  think 
the  latter  is  pericctly  appropriate  but  the  former  looks  more 
like  it  name. 

This  place  is  located  about  three  miles  north  of  Comae 
and  not  far  iToni.  the  same  distance  southeast  from  Northport 
It  oewapies  a piirr  of  the  “Eastern  Purchase ” which  is  her:> 
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divided  into  quite  regular  parallelograms  by  avenues  crossing 
each  other  at  right  angles  at  disdances  of  half  to  three  fourths 
of  a mile  apart.  It  lies  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  tow  den. 

A large  proportion  of  the  land  in  this  section  is  cleared 
and  divided  into  well  regulated  and  productive  farms.  Tlie 
roads  all  through  here  are  fenced  with  the  old-fashioned 
“Virginia”  rail  fences  — a good  style  where  timber  is 
plenty,  as  it  is  here.  The  soil  is  good,  and  the  roads  are 
level,  smooth  and  hard  — just  right  for  good  driving  and 
hauling  heavy  loads. 

West  Hills,  located  about  six  miles  inland  from  Cold  Spring, 
is  a vicinity  of  about  tliirty  lioiises  scattered  among  the 
broken  hilLs  which  occupy  the  western  part  of  this  township. 
'Among  these  hills  we  find  the  highest  ground  upon  tiie 
Lsland.  From  their  summits  beautiful  i)iospccts  of  the 
sound,  the  ocean,  and  distant  parts  of  the  island  are  pre- 
sented. Jayne’s  Hill,  also  known  as  Oakley’s  Hill,  and 
locally  as  “the  high  hill,”  one  of  this  group,  is  three  hundred 
and  fifty-four  feet  above  tide  water  in  the  sound.  This  is 
the  highest  point  of  land  on  Long  Island.  Though  the  soil 
here  is  comparatively  sandy,  “numerous  S2)rings  have  their 
origin  in  these  hills,  that  send  forth  unfailing  streams, 
which  after  running  a consideral)le  distance,  form  ponds  that 
are  evai^orated  V>y  the  sun  or  disai)i3ear  in  the  sand.” 

A small  Mofhodist  church  Avhich  stands  on  the  “turnpiKo,  ” 
oi-  middle  ooiiivlry  road,  was  built  in  1814. 

A neat  school-house  was  erected  in  1871,  upon  the  site  of  a 
former  one  \diich  had  been  burned  down  a short  time  la. '7  .... 

This  setaement  tuis  the  lionor  of  having  been  the  hi.  iii- 
pl  .ee  and  tiouio  ot  the  Hon.  Silas  Wood,  the  first  histouai:  '/f 
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Long  Island,  to  v/lioso  researclics  later  writers  are  mm^h 
indebted  for  items  concerning  the  aettlenumt  and  early  con- 
dition of  the  diflerent  towns. 

Mellville,  formerly  called  Sweet  Hollow,  is  a pleasant  mini 
village  of  about  forty  dwellings,  located  a mile  farther  scjuth, 
in  a more  open  but  rolling  section  gf  country.  It  contains  a 
store,  a Presbyterian  church  erected  in  and  a neat 

school-house  erected  during  the  summer  of  hS72.  in  its  [u)stal 
relations  it  is  tributary  to  Parmingdale,  five  miles  south-west, 
and  just  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county.  The  village  Ceme- 
tery, an  unincorporated  institution,  occupies  a beautiful  lull 
near  the  Presbyterian  church  and  contains  about  one  acre  of 
ground  which  is  tastefully  ornamented  and  arranged.  An 
arch  over  the  gateway  displays  the  suggestive  words,  “Life, 
how  short.” 

A IMethodist  chnreh,  located  on  the  roail  to  Parmingdale, 
about  two  miles  from  here,  was  erected  in  18 lo.  'L’liis  is  in 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  town. 

Half  Hollows,  a scattered  neighborhood  located  among  the 
liills,  on  the  southern  border  of  this  town  and  about  four 
miles  southeast  of  IMellville,  consists  of  about  twchty  houses 
and  a district  school  ; also  two  brick  yards  which  are  noticed 
elsewhere. 

Long  Bwamx)  is  a locality  surrounded  by  hills,  near  tlie 
geographical  cerdro  of  this  town,  lying  between  the  ^\h'st 
Hills  and  Dix  Hiii  ■.  about  two  miles  from  either.  This  is  tlio 
site  of  :.n  aiicioLO  ia.veiai  which  stood  on  the  old  “post  road. 
Tlie  il lojtingtoi!  ljvnii  poor  house  was  located  liere  lor  several 
years  [ '.eviems  to  the  al)olishment  of  that  institution  in  the 
ditTerciit  towiiS  oi  idi.is  county. 


TOWN  OP  HUNTINGTON. 


IGO 


Dix  Hills,  on  the  same  road,  and  about  six  miles  south  of 
Centreport  is  a vicinage  of  iierhaps  twenty  houses. 

Comae,  (sometimes  s})elled  Commack,  aiid  formerly  called 
Winne-Comack*)  is  a pleasant  cross-road  village,  situated  in 
the  cjLstern  part  of  the  town  on  the  middle  country  road,  or 
Smithtown  turnpike,  and  partly  within  the  bounds  of  (Smith- 
town.  It  is  an  ancient  settlement,  and  is  located  in  the  midst 
of  a rich  agricultural  xlistrict.  The  surface  is  level,  or  slight- 
ly rolling,  and  the  soil  heavy,  and  nearly  every  acre  improved 
and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  The  village  contains 
two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  two  churches,  two  schools, 
two  stores,  tw<i  hotels,  a ])ost-otlice,  and  the  celebrated  horse 
training  establisliment  of  Carll  Burr. 

. A Congregational  church  originally  placed  here  in  1881,  by 
li  sect  of  Methodists  called  Stilwellitcs,  stands  jn  the  southern 
part,  on  the  road  to  Deer  Park,  It  was  moved  here  from 
Centreport  where  it  had  been  built  several  yesirs  before. 

The  first  Methodist  church  erected  in  Suffolk  County,  and 

the  second  one  on  the  island,  stands  near  the  centre  of  the 

village.  It  was  erected  in  1789,  and  rebuilt  in  1888. 

*) 

* The  Winiiecomock  Patent  we  find  occasionally  mentioned  in  the  records  and 
documents,  but  have  been  unable  to  learn  its  exact  location  or  size.  A jjatent  is 
Bupposed  to  have  been  given  for  it  by  Lord  Oorubury  in  17tiJ,  whether  original 
or  confirmatory  does  not  appear. 
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TOWN  OP  BABTIiON — HISTORY  AND  DESOim^TICN. 

The  town  of  Babylon  was  formed  from  the  southern  part  of 
1 Huntington,  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  March  3, 

I 1872.  It  lies  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  county,  and  com- 

prises a territory  of  rather  more  than  six  miles  square.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  town  of  Oyster  Bay,  in  Queens 
county  ; on  the  north  by  Huntington  ; on  tlie  east  by  Islip  ; 
and  south  by  the  Great  South  Bay,  or  perhaps  more  properly 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  The  bay  opj^osite  this  town  is  shoal,  and 
contains  a great  number  of  islands,  the  most  of  which  ai'c  cov- 
ered with  salt  grass.  The  largest  is  Cedar  Island.  Tluit  part 
! ot  Oak  Island  Beach,  and  as  many  of  these  islands  iis  lie  with- 

I in  the  range  of  the  lines  of  the  town  belong  to  it.  The  south 

' side  is  divided  into  several  “necks,”  by  a number  of  creeks 

and  small  streams  Avhich  empty  into  the  bay.  Mills  are  located 
upon  three  of  these  streams.  The  surface  is  in  some  parts 
slightly  undulating,  but  for  the  most  comparatively  level.  The 
south  “country  road,”  which  runs  at  an  average  distance  of 


about  one  mile  from  the  Ijay,  and  iiarallel  witli  the  average  i 

course  of  the  shore,  is  inhabited  all  along,  and  also  forms  tin)  j 

princi[jr;.l  street  in  the  two  large  villages  through  which  it  j 

I>asses.  The  ceni.  l 1 and  northen  parts  are  mostly  covered  willi  j 

“scrub -oaks.”  The  Long  Island  Eailroad  runs  parallel  witl>  / 

the  norlh  line  1 1 tlie  town  and  about  one  mile  from  it.  Tin;  , 

South  Side  JlaiU’e.ul  runs  tliiough  the  southern  part,  four  j 

mii-  n from  the  ! 
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The  lands  included  witliin  tlie  bounds  of  this  town  wero 
purclmsed  of  the  Indians,  in  small  parcels,  at  diUV'reiit  times, 
from  the  year  1(557  to  the  year  1705,  and  were  included  in  tlie 
, difiorent  Huntington  patents  from  the  colonial  governors.  In 
|jj,'  a few  instances  purchases  were  made  by  individuals  on 
, their  own  behalf,  but  most  of  the  lands  were  bought  by  per- 
v 6r>na  deputized  for  the  purpose  by  the  people  of  the  town, 
[Huntington]  who  then  held  the  lands  in  common,  or  divided 
them  among  individual  members  of  the  miniature  colony  as 
oceohion  demanded.  The  western  part  was  occupied  by  the 
lifaraitpenguo  Indians,  and  the  eastern  part  by  the  Secatogues. 

• Thfl  first  |mrehn»es  consisted  only  of  meadow  lands  along  the 
'lahon&of  the  bay,  and  from  this  fact  avo  infer  that  no  settle- 
•iAW  inent  on  the  south  side  was  made  previous  to  the  year  IGbt), 
when  the  first  purchases  of  upland  were  made. 

■ The  present  limits  of  the  town  of  BaViylon  comprise  about 


twonty-fivo  thousuud  acres,  and  it  contains  a population 
of  about  four  thousand  five  hundred.  This  town  is 
probably  increasing  more  rapidly  in  population  and  improve- 
ments, in  proportion  to  its  size,  than  any  other  town  in  the 
county.  It  has  received  large  installments  of  population  and 
enterprise  from  the  city,  and  is  a jjopiilar  rendezvous  for 
sporting  men  and  pleasiirists  during  the  summer. 

Deer  Park  is  a station  on  the  Long  Island  Ihiilroad  ix.'  :li3 
noitlicnst  part.  It  contains  one  store,  a district  school,  iii.d 
■about  a do?.,  n houses.  About  half  a mile  southeast  oi  hccr'. 
Edward  P redd  Esq.  has  a farm  of  nine  hundred  aere.x.  Lb 
on  this  ]}]aco  are  spacious  buildings.  A trout  pond  lias  b.  er 
establisiiod  upon  a stream  Avhich  ri.ses  in  this  neighlojlio;  u 
and  tl.->\vs  to  tho  bay  through  the  western  suburbs  of  iiabyh  o 
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village.  The  country  seat  of  August  Belmont  is  upon  tliis 
stream,  just  below  the  one  noticed. 

In  the  lower  part  of  Half  llolhjws,  al)Out  two  miles  north- 
west from  Deer  Park,  and  near  the  north  line  of  the  town,  ai-o 
the  brick  yards  of  Walker  & Conklin,  and  W.  H.  & I\  A. 
Bartlett.  Tlie  first  employs  ten  to  twelve  hands,  and  niitke 
about  a million  bricks  a year.  The  second  tuake  from  si.\:  to 
seven  hundred  thousand,  dining  tlie  season.  Both  use  horse 
power  for  grinding  and  tempering,  and  are  in  oijeration  only 
during  the  summer.  The  site  of  these  yards  is  on  a marshy 
plain,  at  the  base  of  high,  steep  hills.  A little  brook  runs 
through  the  premises,  supplying  the  necessary  water,  and 
beds  of  clay  and  sand  are  found  in  convenient  proximity. 
Bricks  from  these  yards  are  shipped  to  distant  ])oints  by  way 
of  the  lamg  Island  Kailroad,  from  a switch  on  the  line  oppo- 
site, and  about  half  a mile  from  them. 

Amityville,  a handsome  village  of  six  hundred  inhabitants, 
lies  mostly  upon  West  Neck,  in  the  extreme  southwest  corner 
of  the  town.  It  contains  five  stores,  a few  mechanic  shops, 
two  hotels,  and  several  neat  looking  residences.  I’lio  village 
comprises  two  almost  distinct  settlements,  located  about  half 
a mile  apart,  the  upper  one  upon  the  South  Side  Kailroad, 
and  the  lower  one  upon  the  tuiui>ike,  or  south  country  road. 
A nice,  large,  two  story  seliool  house  completed  dining  the 
past  season,  [1872]  stands  about  midway  between  the  two 
settlemenis.  Tin  iciiool  contains  about  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty scholars.  .1  plcii'.ant  oak  grove  on  the  road  a little  In  luw 
the  station  is  used  for  [lienics,  celebrations  and  othei'  out- 
door meetings.  Tim  Kevere  .House,  built  in  J8i0  is  a haml- 
some  surmor.uhd  by  a Mansard  roof,  and  stands 
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near  tho  railroad  depot.  This  part  of  the  village  is  Ijiiildiiig 
up  very  rapidl3^  In  the  np])er  part  the  IMrthodists  have  a 
ciiapcl,  whicli  is  under  the  care  of  the  cliurch  in  the  lower 
village. 

Tho  lower  settlement,  upon  tho  turnpike,  is  tho  original 
village  site.  This  was  formerly  called  Huntington  {South.  An 
auciciit  saw  and  grist  mill  is  located  upon  a stream  in  tho 
eastern  part.  A trout  i)ond  is  being  arranged  upon  this 
Btreain.  The  creek  into  which  it  empties  is  navigable  for 
email  sail-boats,  a .short  distance  up.  Tiie  South  Side  Hotel, 
II  c^aloss.al  building,  intended  for  tho  accoinmodatit)n  of  sum- 
mer boarders,  stands  in  a pleasant  locality  in  the  centre  of  the 
villlago. 

. A Methodist  E|)istioiail  church  was  cstabli.shod  here  at  an 
inrrly  data  A second  building  was  erected  in  18-15,  on  a site 
' a short  disbuice  west  of  the  South  Side  Hotel,  near  the  resi- 
dence of  Woodliull  Skidmore,  Esep  Some  four  or  five  years 
ago  it  was  moved  to  its  present  site  on  the  road  leading  to  the 
II.  K.^  Station,  and  enlarged  to  its  present  accommodating 
capacity. 

From  this  village  east,  six  miles  to  Babylon,  the  “turn- 
pike” is  a pleasant  drive,  through  a continuous  though  scat- 
tered settlement  of  residences  and  farm-liouses.  On  this 
route  we  pa.ss  over  the  “nocks”  Copiag,  Neguntatogue  ; ad 
Santopoguo.  boAdes  a number  of  otiiers  whose  Indian  nanu.s 
W(^  iuive  nor  lear:ied. 

A little  south  of  the  geographical  centre  of  this  town,,  and 
in  the  midst  ot  the  wild  scrubby  idain,  stands  tin;  fairy  ci''y 
of  Bre.slau,  a li\iug,  speaking  monument  of  what  entmpi  A' 
ca.ii  do  towards  taming  the  dreary  wilderness  even  upon  I in; 
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slandered  soil  of  Longf  Island.  Less  than  four  years  ago  the 
whole  tract  upon  which  this  settlement  is  being  built  was  an 
unbroken  sea  of  scrub-oaks,  with  scarce  a foot])rint  of  civili- 
zation to  relieve  the  solitary  monotony  which  nn't  the  gaze  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Here  the  foxes  and  tlie  rabl)its 
and  the  wild  birds  found  a happy  retreat,  where  tlicy  were; 
seldom  molested  by  tlie  intrusions  of  manlcind.  But  a wa\e 
or  two  of  the  progressive  element  that  pervades  the  nine- 
teenth century  has  washed  over  tliis  spot,  and  transformed 
the  dreary  waste  into  a beautiful  village  site.  While  as  yet 
not  half  the  ground  is  cleared  of  the  “giaibs”  which  covered 
the  face  of  it,  spacious  avenues  have  been  o})en('d  and  the 
foundations  of  a German  city  ])lanted  here.  It  already  lias  a 
number  of  large,  hmidsomo  liuildings,  a popidation  of  about 
1,“200,  with  churclies,  schools,  lietids,  hu  tories,  workshojis, 
breweries,  lager  beer  saloons,  gin-shops,  and  idl  the  other 
usual  accessories  of  a civilized,  progressive  community. 

The  tract  upon  which  Breslau  is  located  covers  an  area  of 
nearly  two  miles  square,  and  was  tirst  nnide  ready  lor  settle- 
ment by  laying  out  avenues  and  building-lots  iqjon  it  in  18G0. 
The  initial  part  of  it  was  owned  by  Thomas  Welwood,  tlu', 
founder  of  the  settlement.  In  dividing  it  up  into  building 
lots,  open  squares  were  reserved  here  and  there  for  chuivlu.'s, 
schools,  cemetei'ies,  parks  and  similar  public  puriioscs.  Ne.ii 
the  centre  a iai-g.:  triangular  ])iece  is  intended  for  the  loca- 
tion ui  a city  hall  and  court-house  whenever  such  a buildmg 
shall  become  necessary,  d'he  principal  streets  are  one  hMu- 
dred  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  feet  wide,  and  tin;  Ic-, 
important  ones  from  lifty  to  eighty  feet.  The  priiiciiial  ar.  - 
;'i.  cv  are  laid  ciu  on  courses  diverging  from  the- central  p/.n 
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of  the  tract  in  different  directions.  The  surface  here  is 
almost  a perfect  level,  making  a beautiful  site  to  build  a vil- 
lage or  city  upon,  and  the  soil  is  just  a suitable  mixture  to 
urnisli  a foundation  for  smooth,  hard  roads. 

The  inauguration  of  this  settlement  was  celebrated  with 
great  festivities,  on  the  Gtli  of  Juno,  1870.  On  this  occasion 
thousands  of  people  from  the  city,  who  contemplated  pui‘- 
chasing  lots  here,  visited  the  i>remises  and  made  their 
selections.  Up  to  the  close  of  that  day  about  eight  thousand 
city  lots  had  been  sold.  Improvements  began  to  be  made 
immediately  after  that,  and  buildings  were  soon  in  proc(;ss  of 
erection.  The  settlement  now  contains  about  two  hundreil 
liOUseH  which  nre  scattered  here  and  there  over  the  tract. 
TliO  South  Side  Kailroad  runs  through,  near  the  centre  of  it 
find  a depot  and  post-ollice  have  been  establi.shed  upon  this. 
Nearly  all  the  buildings  are  wooden  ones,  of  good  size  and 
neat  appearance,  many  of  them  three  stories  high,  and  some 
really  elegant  in  style  and  linish.  They  are  almost  invariably 
fashioned  after  the  city  idan  ; with  flat  roofs,  and  showy 
fronts,  which  are  set  on  the  line  of  the  street,  and  the  whole 
building  shaped  to  correspond  with  the  shape  of  the  lot  on 
which  it  stands.  A three  story  building,  with  a city  finished 
front,  and  plate-glass  windows,  towering  up  in  the  very  midst 
of  a groundwork  of  lusty  scrub-oaks,  is  a picture  in  whieli 
the  charaeteis  of  city  and  country  are  strangely  and  curi(  ii-  iy 
Ideiidcd,  mit  sucdi  a picture  is  no  uncommon  thing  t(» 
with  here. 

The  settlers  of  this  village  are  mostly  Germans,  wl't., 
though  tile  iviost  of  them  appear  to  be  familiar  with  English, 
suit  prefer  to  use  their  native  language  in  their  conver.sa’i.,>ns 
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among  themselves,  as  well  as  in  their  schools,  Threo 
churches  have  been  erected  in  the  settlement,  a Ilomaii  Oalh- 
olic  in  the  soutliern  part,  a.  Jhq)tist  in  the  eastern  part,  and  a 
Protestant  Reformed  near  the  ccaitre.  These  are  all  hand- 
some edifices  of  medium  size,  thougli  the  latter  is  considera- 
bly in  advance  of  the  average,  both  in  ri'spect  to  size  and 
elegance  of  finish.  Near  tlui  last  is  a small  two  stoiy  build- 
ing, originally  erected  and  used  as  a depot  on  the  railroad, 
but  afterwards  moved  to  its  present  site,  aljout  a (piarter  of  a 
mile  north  of  the  track,  and  fitted  up  for  a school,  'iTio 
building  is  too  small  hn*  the  ])urpose,  and  a lunv  one  will 
shortly  be  erected.  The  number  of  children  to  be  i ducated 
in  this  district  is  estimated  at  two  hundred  and  sixty,  'Two 
large  hotels  are  located  near  the  railroad  dc])ot.  'Ihcse  are 
(lleste’s  oil  the  south  side  of  the  track,  and  iNihring’s  on  ihe 
north  side.  About  a (juarler  of  a mile  east  of  tlui  dc'pot,  and 
a little  south  of  the  track,  a large  l)rick  l)uilding  has  been 
erected  and  fitted  up  by  the  Breslau  Manufacturing  Company 
for  the  manufacture  of  picture-frames  and  a variety  of  orna- 
ments altogether  too  numerous  to  s})t;cify.  All  these  articles 
are  made  of  vulcanized  wood.  This  substance  is  composed 
of  common  saAv-dust  and  wood-fibre  in  chemical  combination, 
first  rendered  to  a pulp,  then  moulded,  and  afterward  pressed 
dry  under  xiowerful  presses  which  are  run  by  steam.  The 
wood-fibre  used  here  is  imported  from  (lermaiiy,  and  is  sini- 
jily  wood,  groimd  up  very  line.  The  articles  thus  nianufac-- 
tured  iiave  the  ap})eamnce  of  nicely  carved  Avood,  and  .seem 
to  be  fiLlly  as  stron,'-  and  as  duralde  as  the  AV'ood  in  its  natural 
state,  Tiic  grea.t  udvauiage  gained  by  this  method  of  Avork- 
ing  Avood  is  the  e.istj  a,nd  ])erfcction  Avith  Avhich  the  material 
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may  be  fasbionecl  into  any  desired  shape  or  design,  however 
complicated  it  may  Im.  The  process  was  pat(mted  in  Janu- 
ary, 18G9,  by  Dr,  F.  11.  Marcpiart,  the  Superintendent  of  tho 
factory  and  President  of  the  Company.  Tliis  manufacturing 
enterprise  was  first  started  at  Newburyport,  Mass.,  Imt  tlie 
Superintendent  thinks  Breslau  a far  preferal Jo  site  for  tho 
imr])Ose.  Owing  to  its  nearness  to  tho  great  centre,  New 
York,  and  otlnu-  advantages  enjoyed  here,,  he  claims  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  can  1)C  carried  on  here,  twenty  per 
cent,  cheaxjer  tlnin  at  the  former  jJace.  Tho  building  in 
wliich  the  work  is  carried  on  is  tliirty-four  l>y  one  Imiulred 
and  ten  feet  on  tlio  gi-ound,  and  three  stories  high,  Tho 
works  were  set  in  operation  in  August,  I87‘i,  and  at  jn-esent 
about  thirty  hands  are  employed,  which  number  will  proba- 
bly bo  increased  as  the  business  bo(‘omes  estal)lished. 
Besides  tliis,  several  otlier  manufacturing  enterxirises  are 
about  being  established  in  the  place. 

Babylon,  the  most  inix:)ortaiit  village  of  this  town,  lie.s  in 
the  very  southeast  corner,  uxxm  a neck  of  land  called  by  tho 
Indians  Samx)Owans,  Samxiaoms,  Humi>wams,  or  Sunquams, 
bounded  on  tho  oast  by  a brook  of  tho  same  name,  which 
also  forms  the  boundary  lino  between  this  town  and  Islip. 
The  village  is  rapidly  increasing,  not  only  in  iiopulati^m 
and  business,  but  in  all  those  improvements  which  ciiltnro 
and  lehncmeut  are  wont  to  suggest,  or  wealth  can  xu'ocii  ;. 
It  contains  mr.ij}  delightfid  country  residences  of  men  v.liwso 
business  is  in  the  city,  or  of  the  retired  x)OSsessors  of  i:.  le- 
pen  lent  hnirnes.  Tho  eastern  suburbs  of  the  village  enter  1 
beyond  the  line  of  the  toAvn  a short  distance  into  Jslip,  r.nd 
in  tins  yicii'ity  are  a number  of  elegantly  iitted-uii  estalJisli- 
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ments.  The  Episcopal  church,  called  Christ’s  church, 
erected  in  1870  in  this  locality,  is  one  of  the  finest  s[)('ciinens 
of  church  architecture  to  be  seen  in  a “ day’s  j(nn-ncy.” 

The  principal  part  of  Babylon  is  built  upon  two  streets, 
which  cross  each  other  nearly  at  right  angles.  'bliese  are  the 
Main  Street  which  runs  east  and  west,  and  Plaeide  Avcjiue 
north  and  south.  The  villagii  contains  four  large  general 
stores,  besides  a number  of  others  devoted  to  drugs  and 
medicines,  groceries,  boots  and  shoes,  clothing  and  other 
specialties.  It  has  four  churches,  and  live  large  hotels.  The 
annual  inilux  of  summer  visitors  from  the  cities  constitutes 
one  of  the  most  important  sources  of  the  life  and  ])rosperity 
of  the  village  and  its  business.  The  hotels,  which  are  su])- 
[)orted  principally  by  this  ijeriodical  tide  of  migration,  are 
the  Wa.shington,  the  Ameiican,  the  Snmpwams  House,  the 
lai  Orauge  House,  and  the  Watson  House.  Of  lln.-se  the 
Watson  House,  beautifully  located  on  Plaeide  Avmiue  is  one 
of  the  largest,  and  in  its  various  a])pointments  prol)aljly  witli- 
out  a rival,  the  tinest  hotel  on  Long  Island.  In  size  it  is  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  feet. on  the  front,  by  forty-seven  feet 
deep,  three  stories  high,  with  a cupola  twenty  feet  s(piare. 
The  parlors  are  elegantly  fitted  up  with  rich  furniture,  and 
the  dining  room  capable  of  seating  two  hundred  persons.  The 
sleeping  rooms  are  (ughteen  feet  square,  with  ceilings  twHvi- 
feet  high.  Tl.e  house  is  lighted  by  a two  hundn'd  light 
matie  gas  maciiinc  <m  the  premises.  Lawns,  gard  i:s, 
c.  otpiet  and  cricket  grounds,  occupy  about  eight  acr.‘‘s  si.i  - 
roujiding  the  house. 

Besides  tiie  local  attractions  which  Babylon  has  f<n-  city 
visitors,  it  is  th.  . connecting  point  between  railroad  and  stciUii- 
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boat  oommnnication  on  the  route  from  New  York  to  the  pop- 
ular seaside  resort,  Firo  Island,  A.  horse  cur  lino  runs  from 
the  railroad  depot  in  the  u])per  part  of  the  village,  down  Pla- 
cide  Avenue  to  the  steamboat  dock,  a distance  of  about  one  and 
a half  miles.  Thousands  of  visitors  annually  pass  over  this 
route,  on  their  way  to  and  fi'om  Fire  Island.  Babylon  de- 
])ot,  on  the  South  Side  liailroad  is  thirty-tive  miles  from 
Brooklyn.  The  village  contains,  by  the  census  of  1870  a pop-; 
Illation  of  twelve  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

A fine  stream  of  water,  sometimes  (*alled  Great  River,  which 
rises  near  Deer  Bark,  about  four  miles  nortli  of  here,  flows 
down  the  we.st  bide  of  the  “ nt!ck  ” upon  which  the  principal 
jMirt  of  the  village  is  located.  In  its  course  this  stream  su])plies 
neyeriil  trout  ponds  and  also  furnislu's  several  mill  sites,  the 
luit  one  of  whiuh  is  upon  the  Main  street  of  this  village,  and 
b occupied  by  a paper  mill.  The  others  are  located  along  the 
stream  from  one  to  three  miles  north  of  here.  Another  grist- 
mill is  located  in  the  eastern  part,  ujmn  Bampowans  River. 

• The  palatial  country  residence  and  extensive  pleasure 
grounds  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Litchlield  adjoin  the  Great  River  on 
the  west.  Blythbourne  Lake  is  a beautiful  sheet  of  water, 
surrounded  by  these  grounds  and  supplied  by  this  stream, 
upon  which  art  has  lavished  many  im})rovements.  Just 
beyond  this  is  a thinly  settled  neighborhood  called  West 
Babylon,  conlainiiig  some  good  farms.  Nehring’s  Park  is  a. 
largo  and  lioautliul  grove  of  oaks,  in  this  vicinity,  and  one 
milt/  west  of  tlie  village.  This  is  fitted  up  with  daneiijg 
])latforms  and  ot'ner  conveniences  for  the  accommodation  oi. 
pleasu-re  parties,  ;aul  during  the  summer  sea.son  is  frequently 
visited  by  pic-nivS  and  excursions  from  Breslau,  or  New  IkorL 
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by  tlie  way  of  that  place.  Fox’s  Grove  is  a similar  institution 
on  Placicle  Aveime  just  below  the  rnilroad.  A contmualiou  of 
tliis  avenue  iiortli  of  the  railroad  runs  to  Deer  I’ai'k  Station 
on  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  four  miles  north  (jf  here,  and 
from  this  circumstance  it  is  called  Dear  lAiiL  avenue.  This 
is  settled  nearly  all  the  way  up,  and  a number  of  elegant  resi- 
dences are  scattered  along  within  a mile  or  two  of  Rabylon. 
The  Babylon  Nursery  of  B.  H.  Foster  is  upon  this  road. 

The  Baptist  church  of  this  village,  a very  neat  edilice  re- 
cently completed,  and  dedicated  Oct.  15,  1872,  stands  in  the 
west  part,  on  the  corner  of  ISfaiii  StrecA  and  Oarll  Avenue,  It 
cost  about  $10,000.  The  names  of  Mrs,  S.  A.  Bertine  and 
]\lr.  E,  Ji.  Litcldield  are  prominent  among  its  generous 
patrons.  A handsome  ])ipe-organ,  valued  at  $1,000  was  pri;- 
sented  by  the  Strong  ITace  Bajhist  church  of  Rri)oklyii.  This 
denomination  has  l)een  estahlished  here  but  a few  years,  ami 
previous  to  the  erection  of  the  new  church  occupied  the 
small  chapel  which  iioav  adjoins  it. 

A small  Presbyterian  cliiirch  was  built  here  in  1730.  This 
stood  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  village,  until  during  the  revo- 
lution, when  ill  1778  the  British  soldiers  pulled  it  down  and 
carried  its  materials  to  Hempstead,  where  they  were  used  in 
the  construction  of  barracks.  In  178-1,  after  peace  had  been 
restored,  another  church  was  built,  which  was  occupied  until 
1838,  when  it  w.is  sold  and  a new  and  larger  one  erected  i.i 
its  steatl.  Ilistoiy  preserves  the  name  of  David  ’rhomi>.',c>i:, 
Esi'p  of  New  Aork  as  tlie  donor  (.d  a bell  belonging  to  th; 
church.  A new  and  magnilicent  church  was  erected  on  luo 
same  lot  in  1870,  at  a cost  of  $12,000.  This  stands  in  tl.  ■ 
heart  of  tlm  vili..ge,  and  contains  the  town  clock.  It  ha^  t 
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largft  pipe  organ  wliicli  cost  $2,000.  The  old  churcli  still 
occupies  its  original  site,  and  is  used  as  a lecture  room  and 
“ churcli  parlor.” 

The  tirst  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  this  village  was 
erected  in  1840.  It  is  now  used  by  tliat  society  as  a Sunday- 
school  and  lecture  room,  and  stands  on  a by-street  in  the  rear 
of  the  present  church.  This  is  a handsome  building,  of  good 
size  and  was  erected  in  1859.  Its  site  is  upon  Placide  Aveniu;, 
in  the  upper  part. 

Babylon  Cemetery  lies  a short  distance  north  of  the  rail- 
roa<l,  in  the  rear  of  several  house  lots  wliich  front  on  the  west 
hiiiu  of  Deer  Bark  Ave.  It  ailjoins  an  old  burying  ground  of 
olKiut  Olio  aore,  which  contains  several  graves  reinovi'd  liitlun 
from  Iho  ancient  burial  plot  in  the  village,  which  once  occu- 
. pied  4 part  of  the  Presbyterian  church  jnud.  The  Cemetery 
'wiw  first  started  as  a sort  of  individual  enterprise,  in  Jan. 
1858.  Several  years  after,  it  -was  placed  in  the  hands  of  an 
association  and  enlarged.  It  now  contains  six  acres,  and 
about  two  hundred  lots  have  been  sold  from  it.  Tlie  site  is 
level  and  clear  of  trees. 

The  District  school  of  Babylon  numbers  about  two  hundi-ed 
scholars,  and  is  accommodated  in  a commodious  two  story 
building  which  stands  in  the  upper  part. 

Sampaw'ans  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  was  instituted  in  1817,  and 
numbers  about  7o  members. 

I'he  .SulToik  .Democral  was  moved  to  this  village  from  Hunl- 
ingtoii  in  1859,  and  continued  here  until  its  return  to  i 
native  village  in  1865.  While  here  it  w-as  jmblisheil  by 
Charles  Jayne,  assisted  in  the  editorial  department  by  Joi,i: 
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The  South  Side  Signal,  one  of  the  largest,  and  the  most 
successful  weekly  newspaper  in  Siillblk  Coiiiity,  was  started 
here  in  18tk),  by  Henry  Livingston,  under  Avliose  manage- 
ment it  still  enjoys  a pros})erous  existence.  Tlui  pajier  is 
printed  on  a power  press,  driven  by  steam  ; both  <d'  which 
improved  facilities  fen*  newspaper  printing  Mr.  Livingstmi 
was  the  tirst  to  introduce  in  the  county. 

A large  tract  of  unimproved  land,  situated  upon  and  near 
the  Deer  Ikirk  road,  about  tw*o  and  a half  miles  north  of  this 
village,  has  recently  been  surveyed  into  small  building  lots 
and  otlered  for  sale  in  the  New^  Yt>ik  maiket,  with  a view  to 
promoting  settlement.  It  is  designated  as  Sid)url)an  ])roj)erty 
of  Habyhni,  and  judging  by  the  Aveekly  i‘i'])orts  of  dt;eds  re- 
corded, the  lots  are  la  ing  ra])idly  tala-n  up.  If  but  a small 
]>rop{ntii»u  of  tin*  purchasers  bta-ome  actual  si  ttlers  within  a 
short  time,  we  shall  soon  .see  a smart  village  ilsing  uj)  here  that 
may  Avell  rival  its  neighbor  llreslau.  The  loeatioii  of  this 
new  held  of  improvements  has  the  advantage  of  being  be- 
tw^een  two  railroads  ; the  Long  Island  road  one  and  a half 
miles  to  the  north,  and  the  South  Side  road  two  ajid  a half 
miles  to  the  south.  Tliese  lots,  25x90  feet  in  size  are  sold  at 
the  very  reasonable  price  of  ^7  each. 

By  a recent  numbering  of  the  inhabitants,  the  village  of 
Babylon,  including  its  tributary  suburbs  which  extend  al  out 
two  miles  in  either  direction  from  the  village  centi’e,  cojji.uiis 
a populati:u’:  of  2,078. 

A continuation  of  the  Central  H iilroad  from  rarming(k.le  tu 
this  place,  which  lias  recently  been  completed,  adds  auc  iher 
link  of  eonoiienicai ion  between  this  village  and  the  lu'wy 
worhL 


CHAPTER  X. 


THE  TOWN  OF  SMITHTOWN — HISTORY  AND  DESCRIPTION. 


Tlie  township  of  Smithtown,  formerly  called  Smithfield, 
comprises  a territory  of  nearly  ten  miles  square,  lying  on  the 
north  side  of  the  island,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  tlio 
Sound  ; ea.st  by  Brookhaven  ; south  by  Islij),  and  Avust  by 
Huntington.  Tlie  surface  is  elcATitcd  and  rolling,  and  along 
Iho  northern  part  hilly,  'i'ho  soil  is  mostly  of  an  exca'llont 
quality ; well  mlupted  to  grass  and  grain  farming,  which  is 
tho  principal  ocoupation  of  the  people.  Fruit  growing  is 
also  made  a Subject  of  considerable  attention,  with  encourag- 
ing and  profitahlo  results.  The  Sound  makes  a gentle 
indentation  upon  the  north  side  of  this  toAvn,  Avhich  is  called 
Smithtown  Harbor.  Nissaqnague,  or  Nesa(inake  lvi\'er  rises 
on  the  southern  border,  and  taking  a circuitous  course  IIoavs 
across  the  toAvn  near  the  middle  and  empties  into  the  Sound. 

The  land  lying  east  of  this  river,  as  far  as  “a  certain  ruim 
of  water  called  Stony  Brook,”  Avhich  forms  the  line  of  Brook- 
haven,  Avas  given  to  Lyon  Gardiner  of  Gardiner’s  Island,  by  a 
d<^ed  from  W3RUi.  lanch,  Grand  Sachem  of  Long  Island,  date  1 
July  11,  1G59.  Tliis  graut  Avas  made  in  consideration  of  the 
favf']  Mr,  Gardin-.r  had  done  the  Sachem,  in  rescuing  l.is 
only  daughter  from  a captivity  among  the  Narragausot 
Indians.  In  lf;C2  the  Nesaquake  Indians,  Avho  occupied  th?  A 
territory,  con(ir’nL-»i  the  transaction  ; and  iu  10G3  the  tra.  i- 
A\u:;  a.'id  by  Mr.  G irdiuer  to  Bicliard  Smith,  one  of  the  eatly 
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settlers  of  Brookliaven.  A patent  of  confirmation  was  given 
to  Mr.  Smith  by  Gov.  Nicolls,  March  3,  1G()5.  Soon  after 
this,  Mr.  Smith  jmrchased  an  additional  tract  lying  from  the 
Nesaquake  River  westward.  This  purchase  was  made  of  the 
Nesaquake  Indians,  and  a patent  from  the  Governor  was 
obtained  March  25,  1667,  which  was  supposed  to  cover  tliis 
and  the  former  tract,  though  strange  to  say  it  appears  to  have 
contained  no  definition  of  the  Avesterii  boundary  of  tlie  premi- 
ses confirmed  by  it.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1656,  tlie 
people  of  Huntington  jiurchased  of  the  IMatinecock  Indians 
a tract  of  laud  extending  from  Great  Cow  Harbor  to  Nesa- 
quake River,  which  of  course  covered  the  ground  last 
purchased  by  Mr.  Smith.  Tliis  occasioned  a lengthy  and  bit- 
ter controversy  which  resulted  in  tlie  estalilishment  of  Mr. 
Smith’s  claim,  and  the  setting  of  the  boundary  whore  it  still 
remains.  A liiial  patent  for  the  land  of  this  town  was  granted 
under  Gov.  Andros,  March  25,  1677,  in  which  the  boundaries 
are  defined  substantially  as  they  remain  at  the  present  day. 
The  quit-rent  required  by  this  patent  was  the  payment  an- 
nually of  “one  good  /a//:  6 unto  such  oilicer  or  officers  as 

shall  be  empowered  to  receive  the  same.”  The  division  lino 
between  the  town  of  Smithtown  and  Brookhaven  was  for 
some  time  a matter  of  controversy,  but  was  established  by 
compromise  March  7,  1725. 

The  item  is  preserved  both  in  history  and  tradition,  flat 
the  said  RichaiM  Smith  was  in  the  habit  of  using  a large  bull 
as  a substitute  for  a horse,  and  in  conseipience  of  this  cust  >m 
was  popularly  designated  as  the  “bull-rider,”  and  his  dcscemi- 
* ants  to  the  present  day  are  known  as  the  Bull  S/uillis,  wlii  1. 
title  is  used  to  distinguish  them  from  the  other  families  of  tl'C 
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same  name,  which  are  designated  as  the  Tangier  Smiths,  the 
Blue  Smiths,  and  tlie  Hock  Smiths.  There  is  also  a tradition 
that  when  he  made  the  second  purchase,  dcseribed  above,  he 
agreed  with  the  Indians  that  for  a consideration  (which  we 
have  not  learned)  he  Avas  to  have  all  the  land  he  could  ride 
around  in  a day,  and  that,  mounted  upon  his  favorite  bull  he 
charged  over  hill  and  plain,  through  brush  or  brarnVjle,  and 
actually  surveyed  the  lines  of  his  purchase.  This  tradition 
may  or  may  not  bo  truthful  : we  have  no  unquestionable 
authority  for  it. 

It  is  probable  that  Mr,  Smith  commenced  improvement 
upon  his  large  estate  here  soon  after  the  date  of  his  first  pur- 
cliiise,  but  the  settlement  evidently  did  not  increase  much  for 
eeveral  years.  A condition  in  the  patent  of  16G5  required 
that  ton  families  should  bo  settled  upon  the  tract  within  three 
years.  It  was  constituted  as  a township  by  the  patent  of 
1677,  but  the  inhabitants  do  not  appear  to  have  been  recog- 
nized in  the  character  of  a town  until  the  meeting  of  the  first 
colonial  assembly  in  1683.  This  early  proprietor  of  the  toAvn 
died  about  the  close  of  the  seventeeutli  century,  leaving  a 
gi'eater  part  of  his  original  possessions  to  be  divided  among 
his  seven  children,  Avhich  was  done  a few  years  afterward. 

When  the  war-clouds  of  the  Revolution  were  lowering,  the 
people  of  Smithtown  expressed  their  patriotism  in  resolutious 
similar  to  those  adopted  by  the  people  of  Huntington  ; ati  i 
at  u meeting  Ijel.l  August  9,  1771,  voted  that  “8ol.  Sinirh, 
HiUi’l  timiTli  and  Thos.  Tredwell  be  a committee  fully  (;)ii 
powered,  in  conjunction  with  the  committees  of  the  cih.-: 
towns,  to  clvoose  delegates  to  represent  thij  county  at  Ihc 
General  (Jongress,  and  to  do  all  that  shall  be  necessary  in 
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defence  of  our  just  rights  and  liberties  against  the  unconstitu- 
tional attacks  of  the  British  Ministry'and  Parliament.” 

Fresh  Pond  is  a hamlet  in  tlie  northwestern  })art,  on  tlio 
line  between  this  town  and  Huntington,  and  in  tlu!  neigUbor- 
hood  of  a pond  once  called  by  the  Indians  Unshemamuck. 
Cowamok  is  an  Indian  name  of  the  locality.  Tlie  entire  sec- 
tion of  the  town  lying  west  of  the  Nesa(piake  liiver  is  but 
thinly  poi^ulated,  and  large  tracts  of  it  are  still  covered  with 
forest  growth. 

Middleville  or  Sunk  Meadow  is  a neighborhood  of  perhaps 
twenty  farm-houses  located  near  the  Souinl,  about  two  miles 
east  of  the  Huntington  line.  It  Avas  called  by  the  Indians 
Slongo. 

Fort  Slongo,  located  near  this  place  Avas  built  by  the  Hritisli 
during  the  riivolntion.  It  Avas  cai)ture»l  ami  destroyed  Oct. 
8,  1781,  by  Ool.  Tallmadge  Avith  a party  of  one  hundrml  and 
fifty  Continental  troops. 

St.  Johnlaiid,  located  in  this  section  of  the  town,  is  a 
charitable  institution  under  the  management  and  patronage 
of  the  Episcopal  church,  or  perhaps  more  properly  its  benev- 
olent individual  members,  and  connected  in  a measure  Avith 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  in  NeAV  York.  In  its  design  the  benevo- 
lent enterprise  started  here  a fcAV  }mars  since,  as  a sort  of 
experiment  Avhich  has  thus  far  proved  encouragingly  succl'ss- 
ful,  embraces  c.  variety  of  objects,  among  Avhieh  are  the  ■•.ire 
and  educiiiioi'  of  cripi)led  and  destitute  children,  the  traiciiig 

oi  i.ajys  atnl  girls  for  the  active  duties  of  life,  and  the  esh.b- 
lisiimentof  i home  for  disatded,  indigent  or  friendless  .dd 
men.  Anotiim-  object,  in  which  direction  but  litth;  has  a;,  y.  t 
been  done  is  the  accommodation  of  poor  industrious  faimlie.s 
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with  cheap  and  comfortable  homes  in  wliich  they  conld  con- 
tinue their  accustomed  employment  for  siii)port,  but  of 
course  the  arrangements  in  this  piirtieular  were  not  expected 
to  cover  many  diflereiit  brandies  of  industry.  'J'o  use  Iho 
Words  of  its  projector,  “thcpurpo.se  was,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  one  industrial  Cliristiau  colony,  to  show  what  might 
be  done  for  the  relief  of  a large  portion  of  our  Protestant 
working  population,  by  the  multiplication  of  such  colonies 
■\dthin  a moderate  distance  of  the  city.”  This  institution,  or 
combination  of  institutions,  occupies  a farm  of  four  Imndred 
nxires  on  the  Sound  shore,  about  five  mihis  east  of  Nortliport 
and  four  mile.s  north  of  Head  of  the  Biver,  Smithtown.  Tlio 
*furm  was  purc.lni.sed  in  the  latter  part  of  tlie  year  18(55  at  a 
. cost  of  $11,000,  and  suitable  buildings  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  various  purposes  in  view  have  as  circumstances 
|)ermitted  been  fitted  up  or  erected  upon  it.  We  take  the 
liberty  here  to  make  a few  extracts  from  a pamphlet  contain- 
ing an  account  of  Bt.  Johnland,  kindly  furnished  us  by  the 
founder  of  the  enterprise,  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  Muhlenlierg. 
IMiese  extracts  will  explain  the  objects  and  operations  of  its 
managers. 

“ This  place  is,  throughout,  beautifully  diversified  with  hill 
and  plain,  with  meadow  and  wood,  and  has  numerous  eligible 
sites  for  the  various  institutions  expected  to  make  part  of  the 
colony.  For  Bt.  Johnland,  though  designed  to  be  a wlnue  io 
its  social,  inoi^d,  and  religious  rcvlutions,  is  not  limited  tu  a 
single  chiuity,  or  two  or  three  alliliati'd  ones,  but  nu'ant.  to  be 
a wide  Ch:  isii:.u  foundation,  ohm-ing  in  its  broad  ai  res  .iUi['le 
S[>ace  and  liealtliful,  enjoyable,  country  surruundiiigs,  net 
only  to  the  clustered  cottages  of  its  tenant  familii.'s,  l)tu  for 
tlie  schoo],  the  infirmary,  the  asylum,  the  college,  or  led- 
ever  else  of  l-enevolent  or  useful  Christian  charact(U'  which 
the  l)enofac:tions  of  its  friends  may  enable  the  Trusters  to 
r.ndertake.  ” 
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“Agricultural  labors  did  not  enter  into  the  pictured  plans 
of  the  work  ; but  with  so  many  prospective  mouths  to  feed, 
so  much  available  land  could  not  be  allowed  to  lie  falloAV, 
What  was  possible  in  the  way  of  agriculture  and  still  more 
of  gardening  Avas  attended  to,  and  the  returns  have  been 
reasonably  satisfactory.  ” 

“ In  the  first  year  of  occupancy  three  cottages  were  built 
and  tenanted,  and  the  commencement  nuale  of  the  lirst 
industrial  business  of  the  place,  that  of  the  })rinting-ollice,  or 
Or[)han  Boys’  Press,  noAV  the  Stereotype  Foundry.  This  Avas 
tlie  work  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Golder,  the  intelligent  and  faithful 
Superintendent  of  the  whole  jdace  from  the  beginning  until 
the  year  18G9,  Avhen  he  confined  himself  to  the  management 
of  the  branch  of  business  mentioned.  For  this,  fortunately, 
he  Avas  qualified  by  his  previous  professicm,  Avhich  at  pecun- 
iary disadvantage,  he  resigned  to  take  charge  of  the 
commencement  of  the  enterprise.” 

“The  Stereotype  .Foundry.  The  main  obj('ct  of  this  is  t(j» 
afltord  deserving  ori>han  or  destitute  boys,  aind  lame  or  inlirm 
youth  of  either  S(ax,  the  opportunity  (jf  learning  typc!-s<‘tting, 
and  the  art  of  printing  generally,  a-s  a mejins  of  future  silf- 
supj)ort.  As  many  c»f  the  crippK-d  boys  and  girls  as  are  able, 
are  engaged  in  the  composing-rooms  a limited  numlun-  of 
hours,  allowing  a portion  of  the  day  for  School,  and  another 
for  recreation.  The  beneficence  of  this  provision  is  obvious, 
supplying  a Christian  liome  and  suitable  education,  Avith 
training  to  remunerative  employment,  to  those  Avho  might 
otherAAuse  drag  out  their  days  iis  cumberers  of  the  ground  or 
burdens  upon  their  neighbors.  * * * 'piie  l)uildiiigs 

in  Avhicli  the  business  is  carried  on  were  erected  for  the  pur- 
pose mainly  by  funds  derived  from  the  late  Mr.  F.  F. 
llandolph,  one  of  the  earliest  friends  of  the  enterprise.  The 
printing-office,  so  called,  consists  of  tAvo  large  composing- 
rooms,  the  one  for  boys,  the  other  for  girls,  Avith  side  rooms 
for  finishers,  etc.  In  the  rear  is  the  .Foumb’y  for  moulding 
and  casting,  * * * That  this  our  first  organized  ii;- 

dustry  is  so  far  ii  success  may  bo  inferred  from  the  fact  that 
several  prominent  city  publishers  have  supplied  us  with  work, 
the  execution  of  AAhicli  gave  them  entire  satisfaction.” 

“I'henome  for  Crippled  Children  is  a sub.staiitial  two- 
story  house  of  fifty  feet  by  thirty  feet,  Avith  a Aviug  of  ll;c. 
same  ilimeusions,  '..tauding  iii  an  apple  orcdiard  and  haikii.g 
to  the  south.  It  has  three  doriiiitories  and  other  bed-rooms, 
a large  dining'-rooiii.  Sisters’ apartments,  kitchens,  etc.  ; and, 
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by  dint  of  some  crowding,  and  the  use  of  a double  cottage 
near  by  as  a sleeping  phu;e  for  the  older  boys  has  accommo- 
dated a family  of  fifty.” 

“ The  crippled  children  are  of  both  sexes,  and  of  all  ages 
from  four  to  sixteen.  They  live  together,  under  their  Sister 
‘House-Mother,’  as  nearly  like  natural  brotliers  and  sisters 
as  can  weU  be,  with  plenty  of  home  liberty,  out-of-door  fi  ee- 
dom,  and  all  other  accessories  of  healtli  and  yontiiful 
enjoyment.  They  all  attend  school  for  a longer  or  shorter 
time  daily,  according  to  their  age  and  physical  condition,  and 
are  considerately  and  tenderly  nurtured,  as  only  the  ado])ted 
little  ones  of  a home  of  Cliristian  love  could  be.” 

“The  funds  necessary  for  the  initiation  of  this  charity — a 
sum  of  ^7.500,  the  entire  cost  of  the  erection  of  the  house  and 
' its  appurtenances  — were  spontaneously  given  by  Mrs.  0.  L. 
Spencer  and  I\[i.ss  Catherine  Wolfe  ; and  i?l,00U  towards  the 
furni.shing  was  contributed  by  IMrs.  Aldricli.” 

It  is  projio.setl  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  these 
children  by  means  of  j>atrons,  paying  one  hundred  dollars 
yearly  for  any  cliild  they  may  choose  so  far  to  adojit.” 

“Ht,  John’s  Inn,  or  the  Old  Man’s  Home,  is  the  most 
oxtonsivo  structure  in  the  place,  consisting  of  a centre  build- 
ing, forty  feet  by  seventy  feet,  with  a building,  thirty-tivc  feet 
by  thirty-two  feet,  on  either  side,  connected  with  it  by  en- 
closed piazzas,  the  whole  presenting  a handsome  front  of  one 
hundred  and  lifty  feet.  The  main  house  is  divided  into  fine 
commodious  rooms  on  the  upper  floor,  and  consists  below  of 
''  a large  general  refectory,  a Superintendent’s  room,  kitchen, 
linen-room,  and  other  ofhees.  The  wings  on  either  side  are 
the  principal  quarters  of  the  old  men.  It  Avas  in  considera- 
tion of  their  convenience,  and  for  greater  safety  in  the  con- 
tingency of  fire,  that  the  Inn  was  planned  in  detached  and 
two-storied  houses,  instead  of  one  large  and  consolidated 
mansion,  as  might  have  been  done  for  the  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  given  for  the  purpose  by  our  chief  benefactor.  ]\lr 
John  D.  Wolfe.” 

“The  general  government  of  the  domain  is  vested  in  a 
Pit  bident  and  Hoard  of  Trustees.  Its  local  autlu>ritii!S  arc 
til 

!S,  ......  . 

Bister  and  her  a.ssociates.  Thi‘y  are  the  tdiief  care-tukcj  -:  of 
the  place,  the  motherly  gnarlians  of  the  children  ami  ^oalk, 
the  manager.^  of  supjilies,  and  of  the  domestic  economy  of  iim 
s ■. :.ttl  -‘ineiit  genera  1 ly.  ’ ’ 


Pastor,  SLiperiiitendent,  and  First  Bister,  in  their  resp. a l- 
ive .spheres,  A largo  responsibility  devolves  upon  the  I'l" 
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An  initiation  foe  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each  is 
required  by  the  institution  for  the  admission  of  boys  or  girls 
to  learn  the  art  of  type-setting.  This  sum  is  ex|)ected  to  be 
advanced  by  some  friend  or  patron  of  tlie  youth  so  admitted. 
Besides  the  different  institutiona  which  the  place  contains 
that  are  noticed  in  the  foregoing  extracts  there  are  also  the 
Boys  House,  the  “Mansion,”  the  School,  a number  of  cot- 
tages, and  a handsome  church.  This,  called  the  “Church  of 
the  Testimony”  was  built  three  years  ago,  by  the  liberality  of 
Mr,  Adam  Norrie.  The  dimensions  of  the  building  are  scv- 
enty-ffvo  by  thirty  feet.  Two  of  the  cottages  were  built  at 
the  expense  of  Mr,  John  CasAvell,  and  another  by  I\Ir.  E,  P. 
Fabbri,  and  the  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  Boys  House  [a 
building  thirty  by  thirty-five  feet,  containing  a dormitory,  lav- 
atory, library,  social  room,  \'c.  J W('re  the  gift  of  Mrs  l\lary  (’hi- 
solm.  Ill  addition  to  tho.se  already  mentioned,  the  names  of  H. 
B.  Minturn,  W.  H.  A.spinwall,  Percy  11.  Pyne,  J.  F.  Slieafe,  J. 
H.  Swift,  Win.  P.  Williams,  Lorillard  Spencer,  IMrs  Wyman, 
and  Stewart  Brown,  appear  among  the  most  liberal  supporters 
and  contributors  to  the  enterprise.  Dr.  IMuhlenbcrg  liimsidf 
has  given  a fortune,  besides  his  own  time  and  attention,  to 
the  building  up  and  establishing  of  the  enterjniso.  Up  to 
1H70  it  appears  that  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  laid 
been  contributed  and  expended  in  fitting  up  and  carrying  on 
the  various  institiitions  of  this  ]dace.  The  motto  of  St.  doh..- 
land  is  taken  fr«;  ni  tlie  First  Epistle  of  John,  III  Cliapter, 
ver:  e : “And  this  is  His  commandment;  that  we  sliould 
lieve  on  the  luniie  of  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  love  cn-: 
another,  as  he  gave  us  commandment.” 

A scattered  setll.?ment  extends  along  the  banks  of  :.hu 
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Nisseqiiague  River,  upon  either  side,  from  near  its  mouth  to 
tlie  settlement  called  Head  of  the  River,  about  four  miles 
inland.  Upon  the  river  are  several  landing  places  for  scows 
which  transport  freight  up  and  down,  to  and  from  the  place 
where  sloop  navigation  terminates,  near  the  river’s  mouth. 

Comae,  on  the  boundary  between  this  town  and  Hunting- 
ton,  extends  a short  distance  into  the  western  part  upon  the 
middle  country  road.  From  that  place  to  Smithtown,  Head 
of  the  River,  a distance  of  four  miles,  the  road  runs  through 
an  uninhabited  section  of  sandy  wilderness,  where  wo  see  but 
few  evidences  of  the  imiH’oving  hand  of  civilization,  excejit 
the  road  itself  and  now  and  then  a piece  of  broken  down 
worm  fence  which  once  helped  to  enclose  some  lield  now 
grown  over  with  cedars  and  brambles. 

Smithtown,  Head  of  the  River,  is  located  at  the  head  of 
navigation  on  the  Nissecpiagiie  Rivo».\  at  a point  Avhere  the 
middle  country  road  crosses  said  river,  and  near  the  geograph- 
ical center  of  the  town.  It  has  two  stores,  a hotel,  a grist- 
mill, a shingle  mill,  and  a superannuated  wboleii  factory,  be- 
sides a representation  of  the  usual  mechanical  trades  found  in 
a country  village.  A number  of  nice  residences  occupy 
pleasant  sites  in  the  vicinity.  Tlie  mills  spoken  of  are  oji  a 
pond  supplied  by  two  smaller  streams  which  uniting  foi-m 
Nissequaguo  River.  Each  of  these  tributaries  has  a mill  upoe 
it  a milo  above  tlie  junction.  The  one  coming  from  v.  -st  is 
I'he  oiiLlet  of  Willow  Pond,  so  n.amed  on  account  of  its  h;ivi»ig 
Ix-en  suirounded  with  willow  trees.  The  road  to  >. 

crosses  tliis  cne  about  a mile  west  of  here.  The  other  I rMo  li 
comes  from  a southerly  direction,  and  is  the  onthd  of  a poro 
in  the  neighborhood  called  New  Mills,  formerly  iilychoibuig’s 
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Mills,  about  a mile  away.  Each  of  these  two  tributary  ponds 
has  about  twelve  feet  fall  of  water,  while  the  main  pond  at 
the  Head  of  the  River  though  having  a greater  supply  of 
water  has  only  six  of  eight  feet  fall.  The  scows  used  in 
transporting  freight  up  and  down  the  river,  are  about  twelve 
feet  wide  by  forty  to  fifty  feet  long,  and  will  carry  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  tons,  though  the  river  seldom  has  water  enough 
to  allow  one  to  pass  with  more  than  half  a load.  The  Smitli- 
town  and  Port  Jefferson  Railroad  crosses  the  country  road 
through  the  heart  of  the  village,  over  an  iron  bridge  some 
forty  feet  high  and  several  hundred  feet  long,  which  also 
passes  over  the  river  and  adjoining  flats.  About  half  a mile 
east  of  here  the  railroad  curves  northward  again  and  re-crosses 
the  country  road  between  this  and  its  sister  village  the 
Branch.  Smithtown  depot  is  located  at  the  crossing.  The 
Head  of  the  River  is  the  seat  of  Smithtown  post-oflice,  and 
the  settlement  contains  a i)opulation  of  about  two  hundred. 
It  is  an  important  business  center  to  the  inhabitants  scat- 
tered over  the  adjacent  country  for  two  or  tlireo  miles  around. 

A Methodist  Episcopal  church  is  located  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  about  two  miles  north  of  here,  in  a vicinity  of  about 
a dozen  houses  called  the  “Landing.”  It  was  built  some- 
thing like  forty  years  ago.  About  twenty  houses  and  two  or 
three  small  stores  are  scattered  along  the  west  side  of  the 
river  below  here. 

Nisseqiiague,  Ine  most  ancient  settlement  in  the  tf)wn,  li»  i 
upon  i.he  east  side  of  the  river,  near  the  Sountl — or  pcrha()s 
more  properl}  Smitlitowii  Harbor.  This  broad  vicinage, 
which  is  hardly  compact  enough  to  be  properly  called  a set- 
tlement, contains  about  twenty  farm  houses  scattered  over 
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the  neck  of  land  which  lies  between  tlie  river  on  the  west  and 
Stony  Brook  Harbor  on  the  east.  The  northeast  point  of 
Nissequague  Neck,  near  the  entrance  to  Stony  Brook  Harbor, 
was  called  by  the  Indians  Rassapeague.  It  is  favored  l)y 
nature  with  a tine,  rich  soil,  and  is  divided  into  large  well 
cultivated  farms.  It  is  supposed  that  this  locality  was  the 
royal  seat  and  principal  headquarters  of  the  Nesaquake  In- 
dians. Near  the  river  Avas  the  residence  of  Ilichard  Smith 
the  patentee  of  the  town.  The  lirst  church  and  burial  place 
were  also  established  here  at  an  early  iieriod.  The  precise 
date  when  this  first  church  was  erected  does  not  appear,  but 
it  Avas  probably  not  many  years  after  the  tirst  settlement  of 
the  neighborhood.  It  stood  here  until  1750  Avhen  it  was  re- 
moved to  the  Branch.  Several  years  afterward  it  was  pulled 
down  and  its  materials  used  in  the  construction  of  a woolen 
factory  at  Blydenburg’s  Mills,  which  was  finally  burned 
doAvn. 

Smithtown  Branch,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  toAvn  is  a 
jfieasant  farming  village  of  about  three  hundred  inhabitants, 
in  the  midst  of  a section  of  beautiful,  level  farm  land,  on  the 
middle  country  road.  It  has  a post-ollice,  two  hotels,  a store, 
two  churches,  and  a handsome  large  public  school  endowed 
by  a legacy  bequeathed  by  the  late  Jonas  Smith.  A nursei y 
Avas  started  liCi-e  about  the  year  1810,  l.*y  Gold  Sillimaii  i' 
Flusliiiig  lu  was  abandoned  several  years  ago.  T'hc  ii!..d 
cLarcli  of  tlie  Presbyterian  denomination  in  this  village  '.v;  s 
moved  here  from  Nissequague  in  1750,  and  remained  ui.  il 
the  erection  oi‘  ihc  jn-esent  one  in  1827.  The  IMetliovii.  i 
ehu veil,  a budding  of  moderate  size  Avas  erected  in  1815.  A 
lUi'-aii  Cutlioiic  church  located  a mile  and  a half  south  of 
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here,  on  the  road  to  Ilauiipange  was  erected  about  tlie  year 
1813.  A Division  of  Sons  of  Temperance  meets  at  tlie 
Branch,  and  has  a membership  of  a]>out  sixty. 

Hauppauge  is  a settlement  of  about  forty  houses,  extend- 
ing a distance  of  three  miles  or  more  from  east  to  west, 
along  the  road  Avhich  forms  the  line  between  tliis  toAvn  and 
I slip.  It  is  a marshy  locality,  and  numerous  springs  rise  in 
tlie  neigliborhood  Avhich  form  the  source  of  Nissecpiaguo 
Biver.  The  village  was  settled  by  the  ^Yheeler  family,  and 
was  at  first  called  the  “Wheeler  Settlement.”  It  has  a ])ost- 
ollice,  three  stores,  a school,  and  a Methodist  churdi  erected 
in  1800.  Also,  a Division  of  Sons  of  Temperance,  number- 
ing forty  members. 

St.  James,  formerly  called  TTead  of  the  Harbor,  is  a pleas- 
ant rural  village  of  thirty  houses,  locateil  partly  upon  the 
level  highland,  and  partly  among  the  rough  hills,  at  the  head 
of  Stony  Brook  Harbor,  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town, 
about  tliree  miles  from  the  Sound.  Here  are  three  stores 
and  an  “inn.”  A i)ost-ollice  was  established  here  about  ten 
years  ago.  The  Smithtown  and  Port  Jefi'erson  Ilailroad  runs 
a little  south  of  the  village,  and  has  a depot  at  this  place. 
The  soil  of  the  neighborhood  is  heavy  and  fertile,  and  the 
people  are  mostly  farmers.  An  Episcopal  church  erected 
about  the  year  1857  stands  in  the  vicinity,  upon  the  elevat  al 
X)lain.  A Methodist  church  is  also  in  ijrocess  of  erecti  u/. 
This  villc.ge  lies  about  tliree  miles  northeast  of  the  Branch. 
SnhllitOAvn  Driving  Park  is  located  on  the  road  betwetm  the  e 
two  pomts.  Il  occupies  a beautiful,  level  field,  and  is  a popuv 
lar  resort  for  ihe  lovers  of  “ Uie  turf.” 
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A mile  northeast  of  St  James  brings  ns  to  the  quiet  little 
hamlet  of  Mills’  Poiul,  a collection  of  not  more  than  a dozen 
houses,  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  town.  Here  we  are  sur- 
rounded by  extensive  orchards  of  healthy,  vigorous  looking 
fruit  trees.  By  the  side  of  a small  pond  stands  tlie  commo- 
dious mansion  of  the  late  Wickham  W.  Mills,  almost  hidden 
among  the  great  mass  of  ornamental  trees  which  surrounds  it. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


TOWN  OP  ISLIP — HISTORY  AND  DESCRIPTION. 

The  town  of  Islip  lies  upon  the  south  side  of  the  island, 
centrally  distant  from  New  York  about  forty-tivo  miles.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  towns  of  Babylon  and  Hunting- 
ton,  on  the  north  by  Smithtown  and  Brookhaven,  on  the  east 
by  Brookhaven,  and  on  tlie  soutli  by  the  Great  South  Bay. 
The  town  is  about  eight  miles  in  width,  and  near  sixteen  in 
length  from  west  to  east.  It  contains  aliout  seventy  thousand 
acres,  and  a population  of  four  tliousiuid  live  hundred  and 
ninety-seven.  Tlio  Bay  opposite  most  of  this  town  is  from 
four  to  six  miles  wide,  and  contains  a number  of  small  islands 
lying  near  the  outer  beach.  The  water  for  tlie  most  part  is 
shoal.  Fire  Island  Inlet  is  opposite,  near  the  middle  of  the 
town,  and  from  it  several  natural  channels  diverge  toward 
different  points.  These  are  navigable  for  medium  sized  ves- 
sels. The  surface  of  the  town  is  level  and  the  soil  good. 
Along  the  south  shore  about  sixteen  noticeable  brooks  How 
into  the  Bay.  Some  of  these  rise  two  to  six  miles  inland, 
and  furnish  power  for  driving  some  machinery,  though  tho 
flatness  of  the  eoiuiiry  forbids  their  T)eing  utilized  to  mm  1^ 
extent  in  this  Jireotion.  Tlie  Great  South  Beach  oiiposilc 
this  town,  as  h.r  west  as  tlie  Ooiietquot  Biver,  belongs  to 
Bi'ookh  ave n to wm . 

The  histoiians  lell  as  that  settlement  by  the  whites  com 
monc.  1 in  this  tovai  ..bout  the  year  1666.  In  w'hat  part  of  the 
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town  such  early  settlement  was  made  we  are  unable  to  learn. 
The  town  was  first  recognized  as  a corporate  body  by  the  colo- 
nial government  November  25th,  1710,  and  the  first  town 
meeting  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1720.  The  first 
settlers  are  supposed  to  have  been  natives  of  Islipe,  in  Oxford- 
shire, England,  which  circumstance  accounts  for  the  name  of 
the  town.  The  lands  west  of  the  Conetquot  Biver  Avere  pre- 
viously occupied  by  the  Secatogue  tribe  of  Indians,  and  from 
them  were  purchased  by  the  whites.  The  Conetquot  Biver  is 
about  six  miles  Avest  of  the  east  boundary  of  the  town,  and 
the  tract  of  land  lying  betAveen  Avas  x)ni'ohased  of  Winnetpui- 
heagh  the  Sachem  of  Conetquot,  a family  or  branch  of  the 
Secatogue  tribe. 

The  first  patent  for  lands  Avithin  this  town  Avas  gi-anted  to 
William  Nicolls  November  29tli,  1(583.  This  extenuh  d from 
the  mouth  of  Conetquot  Biver  Avest  along  the  Bay  around 
what  is  noAV  called  Nicoll’s  Point  to  Cantasquntah  Creek,  and 
north  as  far  as  the  head  of  Conetquot  Biver.  A second  patent 
Avas  granted  to  Nicolls  November  1st,  108(5,  confirming  tlie 
former  one  and  embracing  in  addition  to  it  that  neck  of  land 
situate  between  Cantasquntah  Creek  and  the  brook,  Wingatt- 
happagh,  which  runs  doAvn  about  a mile  to  the  Avest.  This 
patent  extended  back  as  far  north  as  the  former  one.  Feb- 
ruary 20tli,  1007,  a third  patent  was  issued  to  Nicolls,  embr;u-- 
ing  that  tract  of  honl  lying  on  the  east  side  of  Conet(pu)t  aiid 
betAveen  it  and  Namkee  Creek,  Avhich  forms  the  present  ea.-l 
ern  boundary  of  ilie  toAvn.  These  three  patents  covercvl  ll’-' 
larger  part  of  the  toAvnsliip,  and  formed  a tract  of  land  m-ai  ly 
ten  miles  square.  For  about  a century  this  extensive  dumain 
Tv'iia  preseiTcd  by  entailment  in  the  possession  of  succcssjv.i 
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members  of  the  family.  After  the  year  1780,  however,  sales 
were  begun  and  have  eontinued  from  time  to  time  until  but  a 
comparatively  small  portion  of  it  now  remains  in  the  Jiands  of 
tlio  family. 

March  20th,  “in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  William 
and  Mary,”  [1092J  Andrew  Gibb  received  a ])ateiit  tor  that 
neck  of  land  lying  between  A\''ingattha])pagh  llrook  and  Oro- 
wac  Brook,  being  ;ibout  a mile  in  widtli,  and  extending  back 
to  mail'  the  centre  of  the  island.  The  central  part  of  the 
present  village  of  Islip  is  located  upon  the  ground  covered  by 
this  patent. 

October  10th,  1095,  Gov.  Fletcher  granted  a patent  to 
Thomas  and  llichard  Willets,  for  a tract  of  land  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  town,  lying  l)etween  Bam])Owams  Brook  on 
the  western  boundary,  and  Ocpienock  Brook  about  thrc(3 
miles  east.  This  tract  extended  from  the  Bay,  northerly,  to 
within  three-fourths  of  a nule  of  the  location  of  the  Long 
Island  Bailroad. 

A patent  Avas  issued  Juno  2d,  1097,  to  tStephamis  Cortlandt, 
for  a narrow  strij)  of  land  lying  next  east  of  Willet’s  patent 
and  terminating  on  the  Bay  slu)re  in  Saghtekoi^s  Neck,  which 
lies  between  the  broi)ks  C)i]uenoi-k  and  Mispatuck,  “and  by 
Christians  called  Appletree  Neck.” 

This  Patent  has  been  the  property  of  the  Thompson  family 
for  many  generations,  and  is  now  owned  by  the  estate  of  the 
Hon.  Jonatlian  Thompson  of  New  York  (he  Avas  Collector  of  the 
Port,  Pres’t  of  the  Manhattan  Bank,  and  held  other  important 
positions  for  many  years.)  It  consists  of  about  thirteen  .lain- 
dred  acres  of  land.  The  above  named  Mr.  Thompson  in- 
herited the  character  for  integrity  and  honesty  for  Avhich  his 
father.  Judge  Isaac  Thompson,  Avas  so  Avell  knoAvn,  andhisson 
the  late  David  Thompson,  Esquire,  of  New  York,  many  years 
Cashier  of  The  Baidc  of  America,  and  afterwards  President  of 
the  N.  Y.  Life  and  Trust  Comi)any,  Avas  esteemed  and  ro- 
spected  for  the  .same  storiiiig  qualities. 

Till!  land  b ‘t  ween  Cortlaiidt’s  patent  on  the  Avest  and  Gibiy’.s 
pat:aiton  tlie  east  Avas  granted  to  John  Moubray,  October  19ih, 
17o8, 

“Five  Island...”  lying  just  within  the  l)each  opposite  tins 
tOAvn,  the  original  name  of  Avhich  has  been  corriqjted  to  Eii-e 
Islands,  Avere  patented  to  Williain  Nicolls,  June  Ith,  l(i88. 

The  fact  that  several  members  of  the  Nicolls  family  havi. 
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figured  prominently  in  the  history  of  this  town,  ns  well  as 
other  parts  of  the  island  ami  state,  we  consider  suilicient 
apology  for  turning  aside  a moment  to  notice  the  genealogy 
and  history  of  the  family,  as  it  relates  to  the  sid)ject  in  hand. 

Mathias  Nicolls,  a native  of  Islipe,  in  Oxfordshire,  England, 
came  over  in  the  expedition  fitted  out  by  the  Duke  of  \'ork  to 
take  possession  of  the  province  of  New  Netherlands,  in  KiOl. 
He  was  a nephew  of  OoL  Richard  Nicolls,  who  commanded 
the  expedition  and  was  appointed  first  governor  of  the  colony 
under  English  rule.  Mathias  was  constituted  a member  of 
the  council  and  secretary  of  the  colony.  He  subsequently 
filled  other  offices  of  honor  and  responsibility  in  the  colony. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1087,  he  owned  sevm-al  large  tracts 
of  land  in  Queens  county  which  lie  left  to  his  son  William. 

William  Nicolls  is  suiiposod  by  Thompson  to  have  come 
from  England  with  his  father  in  1004.  At  that  time  he  was  a 
boy  of  about  seven  years  old.  Be  that  as  it  may  he  rose  in 
early  manhood  to  a position  of  prominence  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession; in  1083  having  been  appointed  the  lirst  clerk  of 
Queens  county,  which  position  he  held  five  years.  In  the 
year  last  mentioned  he  began  making  purchas(!s  of  land  which 
we  have  already  noticed  as  being  now  comprehended  in  the 
town  of  Islip.  In  1701  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  county 
of  Suffolk  in  the  General  Assembly,  but  not  lieing  a resident 
of  the  county  was  i-ot  permitted  to  hold  a seat  in  that  body. 
In  170-2  he  fixed  his  residence  at  Great  Neck,  Islip,  on  wliat 
is  now  the  ‘‘  Deer  flange  Farm,”  and  the  same  year  Avas  agai  i 
elected  to  the  Assembly.  He  was  now  admitted  aiid  furthei 
chosen  speaker  of  thu  house.  After  that  he  rei)resented  tlie 
co'iinj  in  Assembly  for  twenty  successive  years,  fifteen  of 
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which  he  occupied  the  position  of  speaker  and  was  only  pre- 
vented from  holding  these  honorable  stations  during  a longer 
period  by  failing  health  and  death.  In  1701  Mr.  Nicolls  Caine 
in  possession,  by  the  will  of  Giles  Sylvester,  of  about  one- 
half  of  Shelter  Island.  He  died  in  1723,  leaving  his  large 
estate  at  Islip  to  his  second  son,  William.  Benjamin  settled 
at  Islip  and  died  young,  leaving  two  sons,  William  and  Benja 
min.  William  Nicoll  the  second,  who  inherited  the  property 
on  Shelter  Island,  was  educated  a lawyer,  and  represented 
Suffolk  county  in  the  Assembly  from  the  year  1739  till  his 
death,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1708.  ’During  the  last 
nine  years  of  this  i^eriod  he  was  regularly  chosen  si)caker  of 
the  house.  He  died  a bachelor  and  his  promirty  descended 
to  his  brother  Benjamin’s  oldest  son,  the  third  'William 
Nicroll,  Avho  had  also  inherited  the  Islijj  estate  of  his  father. 
The>  se(!ond  Benjaniiji  removed  to  New  York  where  having 
received  a liberal  education,  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law. 
The  third  William  had  two  sons,  William  and  Benjamin.  To 
the  latter  he  left  his  estate  on  Shelter  Island  and  to  the  for 
mer,  the  fourth  William,  the  patents  at  Islip.  William  Nicoll 
the  fourth  died  in  1799,  leaving  an  inhint  son,  the  sole  heir  of 
his  property.  This  was  William  Nicoll  the  lifth,  who  died  in 
1823,  leaving  his  estate  to  his  three  children.  The  sixth 
William  Nicoll,  the  present  lineal  representative  of  thi"- 
ancient  family  and  estate,  occupies  a large  farm  on  Great 
Neck,  near  ilie  iiead  of  Cantasquntah  Creek,  on  the  laml  co\- 
ered  I'ly  the  tirst  patent  of  1G83. 

It  is  not  oiu  object  here  to  trace  out  anything  like  a Ino- 
grajjicai  or  eoiupkte  genealogical  sketch  of  this  illustrious 
family  but  sim})i}'  to  follow  the  line  of  descent  by  which  ihe 
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Nicolls  patents  have  been  handed  down  from  the  time  when 
the  “howling  wilderneas  ” covered  the  face  thereof  to  the 
present. 

The  shores  of  this  town  and  the  margins  of  its  numerous 
creeks  and  brooks  abound  in  wild  fowl,  and  are  regularly  made 
I>opular  resorts  for  sportsmen  during  the  seasons  of  the  year 
when  the  desired  game  is  most  plenty  or  the  law  does  not 
prohibit  its  being  taken.  Deer  are  found  upon  the  plains  and 
in  the  forests,  more  frequent  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
island.  Other  game  is  comparatively  plentiful.  Among  the 
reptiles  of  this  part  of  the  island  an  occasional  rattlesnake 
still  lingers.  These  are  very  rare  about  here,  and  in 
most  other  parts  of  the  island  entirely  unknown.* 

The  north  line  of  this  town  runs  through  the  Haiippaugo 
valley,  whose  numerous  springs,  noted  for  their  purity  and 
low  temperature,  supply  the  sources  of  the  Nissequague 
River.  The  hills  of  the  central  range  rise  on  the  south  of 
this  valley,  and  from  their  southern  slope  the  gently  descend- 
ing i^lain  stretches  away  to  the  south  side  of  the  island  on  an 
average  grade  of  about  twenty  feet  to  the  mile.  About  a 

* lu  September,  1801,  a reptile  killed  in  a swamp  iu  tliis  towu,  wLicb  ex- 
cited considerable  curiosity  among  the  people,  being  of  a species  unknown  here. 
It  was  thus  described  by  a New  York  periodical  of  tlie  time: — “Its  length  wa.s 
seven  feet,  and  of  proportional  tliicknoss.  It  was  on  the  belly  and  sides  of  r. 
straw  color;  on  the  back  were  thirty-six  black  spots  reaching  from  the  he:.d  to 
the  tall,  and  on  eacl.  side  of  this  row  were  other  dark  Inown  spots.  It  had  rm 
fan  ;,s  or  biting  Teeth,  and  was  therefore  not \enonions.  In  the  lower  ii;i;  i of 
f'  e,  month  was  a con.-iderable  lleshy  portion  like  a tongue,  winch  tcrininmO'l  in 
a long  bioispidated  projection.  It  had  scuta  both  on  the  belly  and  l.nl  wlii.  h 
am  ninled  to  about  three  hundred.  From  these  characters  it  is  evident  tind  it 
belonged  to  ihegt  iius  L’oa:  the  number  of  scuta  so  exactly  coi  respuiidin^;  to  u.e 
gpecies  termed  coastnctor,  and  is  said  in  India  to  grow  to  the  length  of  tlnriy 
feet,  and  to  be  capable  ^.f  destroying  the  largest  animals  by  entwining  it.-fd 
'da  ','t  the  body  of  its  .’ictims." 
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mile  and  a lialf  to  the  south  of  the  ridge  of  hills,  the  surface 
is  one  hundred  feet  above  tide  water.  Nearly  all  the  northeni 
part  of  this  township  is  a wilderness,  being  in  tlie  luulst  uf 
that  great  region  of  central  lands  long  known  as  tlui 
“plains,”  cr  “barrens  of  Long  Island.”  Through  this  wild 
region  the  Long  Island  llailroad  passes.  At  the  time  this 
road  was  opened,  about  thi)  ty  years  ago,  this  immense  tract 
of  unoccupied  land  was  covered  with  a heavy  growtli  of  tim- 
ber— yellow  pine  along  the  neighborhood  of  the  railroad, 
oak  and  chestnut  among  the  hills,  and  varieties  of  oak  on 
the  southern  borders.  8oon  after  the  opening  of  the  railroad 
this  great  forest  of  timber  was  almost  (mtirely  destroyed,  by 
the  axe,  and  the  frequent  fires  which  were  kindled  by  fallings 
cinders  thrown  from  passing'  hjcomotivcs,  and  by  charcoal 
biirm'r.s.  Vast  quantities  of  wood  were  couvt'rtcd  into  char- 
coal or  sent  to  market  as  ccxi’dwood,  and  in  this  way  the 
stately  forest  was  mown  down,  and  the  same  causes  operating 
ever  since  have  prevented  it  from  rising  again  to  its  forme]' 
magnitude  and  vigorous  luxuriajice.  The  timber-growth,  its 
only  valuable  product  being  thus  destroyed  or  stunted,  tin; 
htn  1 soon  became  overgrown  with  the  native  scrub-growth, 
and  was  abandoned  to  neglect  and  disrepute.  About  this 
time  attention  was  called  to  the  subject  of  cultivating  and 
improving  these  lands  for  agricultural  i)ui'i)osi‘S,  by  id-, 
Edgar  E.  Pock,  wlio  resided  in  Hmithtown  Praiudi  fi'om  .I'-  tl 
to  1817,  a]id  who  after  careful  exiimiiiation  of  the  S(ul  and  ii.s 
pruductions,  claimed  that  it  was  not  destitute  of  the  seo])!;'- 
i ig  elements  of  vegetation,  but  in  its  mitural  corn! it n a i u.,  j 
of  good  or  lair  quality,  and  cai)able  of  being  brought  lo  a 
l.igh  state  of  cultivation  by  ordinary  means.  He  advocated 
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the  settlement  of  these  lands  and  brought  the  subject  exten- 
sively before  the  public.  In  tlie  various  agricultural  pul)li(;a- 
tions  of  that  period  and  succeeding  years  may  Im  found  de- 
scriptions and  arguments  by  Dr.  Peck,  and  others  as  veil,  to 
show  that  these  lands  might  be  brought  into  successful  culti- 
vation and  become  the  home  of  a thriving  population.  In  the 
“Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  ” for  the  year  1817 
may  be  found  a full  account  of  the  manner  in  which  these 
lands  were  brought  before  the  public,  and  in  the  “ N.  Y.  State 
Agricultural  Society’s  Transactions”  for  the  year  1851)  will 
be  seen  a report  on  the  “Lands  of  Long  Island,”  by  Win- 
slow 0.  Watson,  the  whole  of  which  is  full  of  interest  and 
worthy  of  a careful  ])erusal,  but  we  must  be  coident  with 
quoting  here  the  following  paragraphs  w’hich  are  more  im- 
imuliately  comuadcd  with  the  subject  in  hand. 

Mr.  Watson  says  : — 

“More  than  one  careful  examination  of  this  district,  in 
reference  to  its  geological  structure,  agricultural  capabilities, 
and  local  advantages,  have  conlirincd  the  original  impression, 
that  no  natural  impediments  exist,  to  the  suci-essful  culture 
of  these  plains.  A strange  and  inscu  utabbj  popidar  delusion 
seems  to  prevail  very  generally  on  this  subject.  Hereditai-y 
opinions  seem  to  have  taken  singular  possession  of  the  )>ublic 
mind.  These  opinions  have  been  probably  adopted  and 
cherished  without  reflection,  and  without  examination  <;f 
facts,  which  are  every  where  disclosed  on  the  island.  Histo- 
rians of  Long  Island  have  assumed  the  same  conclusions,  and 
in  asserting  anO  litiusing  them,  have  exerted  a most  injuilous 
influence  u])on  private  interests  and  geiuu-al  progress.  ; 
decid.'d  have  luaui  these  views,  that  until  recent  ink  lligeut 
investigation  nad  clianged  the  policy,  portions  of  these  lau'ls 
wuu’c  deemed  so  utterly  worthless,  as  not  to  be  eonsithacd 
worthy  of  being  placed  on  the  grand  list.” 

“ I might  distrust  the  propriety  of  a stranger  meddliag 
with  this  locid  (piestion,  WTre  it  not  that  my  view's  have  lu  i-ti 
so  fully  sustained  and  fortified  by  the  dedded  opiiduns  of 
« Kimrai  Dix,  e.xpressed  in  his  recent  admirable  address  beloro 
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the  State  Society.  [An  extract  from  tlie  address  referred  to 
will  be  found  in  Chap.  V,  of  this  work.]  I have  no  possible 
interest  in  these  lands,  and  can  therefoi-e  speak  with  more 
freedom  and  impartiality.  The  facts  and  results  upon  which 
are  based  my  convictions,  I have  collected  with  great  care 
and  vigilance,  as  well  by  personal  investigations  as  from  con- 
versations with  intelligent  gentlemen,  who  are  familiar  with 
the  subject.  iVniong  the  numerous  pers(jns  to  whom  I am 
under  obligations,  1 may  particularly  refer  to  the  Itev.  E.  M. 
Johnson,  of  Brooklyn,  Avhose  clear  memory,  in  a green  and 
vigorous  age,  enables  liim  to  trace  the  progress  of  the  island 
for  nearly  half  a century  ; to  INlr.  Harold,  the  intelligent 
secretary  of  the  Queens  County  Society,  and  to  Mr,  Bridger, 
of  North  Islip,  who  combines  with  careful  observation  much 
practical  experience  in  the  cultivation  of  the  plains.  I should 
violate  my  sense  of  justice,  Avere  I not  to  refer  especially  to 
the  services  and  efibrts  of  I)oct.  Edgar  F.  Peck  of  Brooklyn. 
From  this  gentleman,  who  for  fifteen  years  has  strcmujusly 
combatted  the  deepest  ]H-ejudices  and  the  most  unyielding 
opposition  in  his  labors  for  the  develoiJimoit  of  these  lands,  I 
have  received  the  most  important  aiil  and  information,  I do 
not  hesitate,  in  this  connection,  to  adoi)t  the  Avords  of  an 
eminent  gentleman,  Avho  remarked  to  me  : ‘If  these  plain 
lands  are  reclaimeil  and  brought  into  successful  culture,  the 
result  must  bo  attributed  to  the  zeal  and  intelligence  of  Hr. 
Peck,  more  than  to  any  other  cause.’  The  convictions  of  Hr. 
Peek,  as  to  the  qualities  of  these  lands,  Avere  derived  from 
personal  investigations,  commenced  in  1841,  and  sidjsequent 
results  have  fully  confirmed  the  vieAvs  then  formed.” 

Along  the  line  of  the  railroad  through  this  section  a feAV 
settlements  have  been  commenced  within  the  last  tAventy-five 
or  thirty  years,  and  though  some  of  them  have  made  com- 
mendable progress,  the  great  bulk  of  the  plain  remains  at  tko 
present  day  unimproved.  The  fault  of  this  is  no  doubt 
atti'ibui.U-'ic,  more  to  the  genei-al  indilfcrence  of  land  In.ku.rs 
to  vhe  mritf'er  of  oilering  inducements  for  settlers,  tlnui  to 
any  defect  in  ilie  soil.  This  for  the  most  jjart  is  a fine  yi Do  ,v 
loam,  and  wl<rd  efforts  have  been  made  to  improve  it  fur  ( .d 
li'.ation  have  been  rewarded  Avith  favorable  residt.r. 
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Brentwood,  first  called  Modern  Times,  is  a village  of  ahont 
two  hundred  inhabitants,  lying  mostly  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Long  Island  railroad  in  the  northwest  port  of  the  town. 
It  occui)ies  a beautiful  level  site,  on  a plain  whose  surface  is 
elevated  near  one  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  tide  water, 
and  is  regularly  laid  out,  with  avenues  crossing  each  other  at 
right  angles.  The  village  plat  is  as  yet  but  partially  built  up. 
A few  handsome  residences  have  been  erected  here.  The 
settlement  was  commenced  about  twenty  years  ago,  by  a few 
individuals  who  proposed  to  establish  a socijil  community  on 
some  modification  of  the  “ free  love  ” principle,  the  precise 
details  of  which  we  do  not  understand.  The  scheme  seems 
to  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  when  its  vaporous  novelty 
passed  away  most  of  its  followers  settled  down  to  the  com- 
mon customs  of  civilized  life.  The  village  plat  embraces 
about  one  mile  scpiare.  The  present  name  was  adopted  by  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  Sept.  7,  1801.  Severtd  nurseries 
and  similar  enterprises  have  been  established  here,  and  for 
these  the  village  is  noted  to  a greater  extent  than  any  other 
in  the  county.  An  Episcopal  chapel,  a branch  from  St. 
Mark’s  church  at  Islip,  was  built  in  the  autumn  of  1872,  the 
corner  stone  laid  Sept.  12th.  For  about  twelve  years  pre- 
vious, the  school  house  had  been  used  for  public  worship  and 
Sabbath  school. 

Thompson  rotation,  the  site  of  which  was  half  a mile  west 
of  he,:e,  was  discontinued  and  the  depot  established  at  this 
village  in  Lee.,  ISGO.  At  that  time  the  people  donated  land 
and  money  amounting  to  $1,100  to  the  Kailroad  Company  for 
depot  buildings,  wi  ieh  have  since  been  used  also  fur  post- 
otlicc,  blegT.'iph  oflivce,  and  other  railroad  piuposes. 
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We  may  add  that  tlio  people  of  tliis  village  are  strict  ad- 
herents to  temperance  principles,  and  remarkably  liberal  in 
their  support  of  public  improvements  and  ediicationsd 
interests. 

North  Islip,  formerly  called  Suffolk  Station,  is  a railroad 
de2:)ot  and  iiost-ofiice,  one  and  a half  miles  east  of  JJrent- 
wood,  in  the  midst  of  the  i)lain.  This  Avas  formerly  llie 
point  of  connection  between  stage  and  rail  communication 
for  the  village  of  Islij),  four  miles  soutli.  It  is  about  to  be 
abandoned  as  a railroad  dex^ot,  and  a new  one  established  at 
Central  Islij)  in  its  stead. 

About  one  mile  further  east,  and  mostly  on  the  north  of 
the  railroad  lies  the  village  of  Central  Islij*,  another  modern 
settlement  which  during  a few  years  })ast  has  Jiiade  considera- 
ble growth.  It  contains  two  churches,  a st(;rc,  school, 
burying-ground,  and  about  fifty  houses.  The  inhabitants  are 
mostly  settlers  from  abroad.  An  Episcopal  chapel  Avas  built 
here  in  18G9.  In  ministerial  service  it  is  connected  Avith  St. 
Mark’s  church  at  Islip.  A Methodist  Episcopal  church  ia 
centrally  located,  and  Avas  built  in  1870  ; dedicated  May  10, 
1872. 

Lakeland  is  a railroad  station,  four  and  a half  miles  (;ast  of 
Central  Islip,  and  near  the  angle  of  Brookhaven  toAvn.  The 
settlement  contains  tAventy-fivc  houses,  a store  and  post-ollice. 
Manufactories  of  tobacco  and  segars,  and  pearl  buttons,  have 
been  established  here  within  a fcAv^  years  past.  The  soil  of 
the  neighlsjchood  is  good  for  farming  and  gardening,  ujid 
the  surface  leA^cl  and  ]>eautiful,  stretching  back  to  the  genllc 
hills  that  border  tue  roiuaiitjc  Lake  lionkoiikoma  about  a 
mile  distant,  on  rke  north.  This  settlement  Avas  commeneed 
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in  1848-9,  by  Dr.  E.  F.  Peck,  and  was  the  pioneer  settlement 
in  the  “Plains.”  Up  to  that  time  there  was  only  a small 
station  house  here  in  the  midst  ol*  the  wilderness.  Dr.  Peck 
selected  this  as  a desirable  tract  for  an  agricnltural  settlenn-nt 
of  farms  and  gardens,  and  erected  the  principal  buildings  in 
the  place,  at  a cost  of  several  tlionsand  dollars  ; laid  ont  and 
opened  Ocean  Avenue,  (the  principal  street  running  north 
and  south)  cleared  and  cultivated  a portion  of  the  land,  with 
a view  to  demonstrate  its  productive  quality  ; e.stablished  a 
post-office  and  was  apirointed  post-master.  He  entered  into 
the  enterprise  of  founding  an  agricnltural  settlement,  with 
the  promised  aid  of  the  L.  I.  li.  II.  Company,  in  the  carrying 
of  freight  and  passengers  to  and  from  this  point  at  reduced 
rates,  but  after  the  unfortunate  failure  of  the  It.  It.  Company, 
in  1851,  and  the  transfer  of  its  alTairs  into  the  hands  of  other 
managers  who  refused  to  continue  the  promised  aid  to  tlii.s 
settlement,  Dr.  Peck  sold  the  entire  tract  with  all  the  im- 
provements, and  retired  from  the  enterprise.  The  sale  of 
land  was  continued,  but  after  several  thousand  acres  had  been 
disposed  of,  the  progress  of  the  settlement,  so  nobly  begun, 
was  disastrously  checked  by  a confusion  of  titles  which  dis- 
possessed a great  proportion  of  the  i^urchasers.* 

About  two  miles  south  of  Lakeland  is  a collection  of  a 
dozen  houses  or  more  called  Bohemia,  occupied  by  German 
settlers  many  of  whom  are  engaged  in  segar  making,  f 

Holbrook,  on  the  L.  I.  Eailroad,  two  and  a half  miles  east 
of  Lakeland,  is  a pleasant  little  settlement  of  about  twenty 
houses,  containing  a district  school  and  a church.  Tho 
foundation  of  this  settlement  was  laid  in  1848,  by  A.  IMcCol- 
ter,  who  purchased  about  five  thousand  acres  of  the  wild 
plain,  and  offered  it  in  small  tracts,  of  five  to  twenty  acres,  to 

fjj-Uier  parUeaiai.-s  in  relation  to  this  matter,  see  Appendix. 

Ilu  iue  latter  part  of  Jnly,  187il,  a ravaging  tire  in  the  woods  spread  over  .ho 
eastern  part  of  thi  i town.ship,  burning  for  several  d.iys,  and  LLudiuiiing  a li.s- 
trict  of  thirty  to  fifty  square  miles  area.  In  its  course  it  destruyed  a iu'.mb<  r )f 
dwewingsat  liob.emiis  and  also  at  Edonvale  near  the  llroulihiiven  line.  Se'v.ral 
other  houses,  besides  barn.s,  farming  impiements,  crops,  and  tycu  unimald 
vju..h  were  within  its  range  were  burned. 
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men  of  moderate  means  wlio  wished  to  secure  comfortahle 
homes  in  the  country.  Attempts  luive  been  made  to  establish 
manufactories  of  ladies’  shoes  and  sillc,  but  tliese  as  yet  haA^o 
not  been  flattered  with  permanent  success.  A Presbyterian 
church  was  commenced  here  in  1803,  and  dedicated  in  1800. 
The  pociety  for  whose  benefit  the  church  was  erected  was 
organized  in  1800,  and  disbanded  in  1800,  since  whicli  time 
the  pulpit  has  been  occasionally  occupied  by  ministers  of 
different  denominations.  A Division  of  the  Sons  of  Teni))er- 
ance  numbering  forty-two  members,  is  now  in  a lively  state 
of  existence. 

In  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town  and  scattered  along 
the  old  south  country  road  for  a distance  of  about  four  miles 
is  a locality  knoAvn  as  AVcst  Islip,  occupied  almost  cxclu>ivi-ly 
by  the  country  seats  and  palatial  residences  of  gentlemen  of 
wealth  and  ease.  This  locality  lies  between  Babylon  on  the 
west  and  Bay  Shore  on  the  east.  The  country  here  is  level 
and  the  residences  mostly  on  the  north  side  of  the  road, 
which  winds  along  with  graceful  curves,  while  south  of  it  the 
clear  fields  and  meadows  stretch  to  the  bay  a mile  more  or 
less  distant.  Nowhere  else  in  the  county  do  we  find  so 
many  elegant  and  aristocratic  establishments  grouped  togeth- 
er, with  such  rich  and  elaborate  surroundings  as  here.  And 
it  is  worthy  of  roim.rk  that  this  same  locality,  Avhere  nOAv 
behold  such  a lVi:l  exldbition  of  what  art  and  Avcalth  liav  *. 
done  to  gratify  iho  ideas  of  a high  grade  of  civilizati(»n,  v;.  . 
once  the  hcaJap-arters  and  strong  hold  of  the  Secatogue  trii)(i 
of  Indians.  What  a murvellous  transformation  scene  luio 
passed  here  ! Ijcss  than  two  centuries  ago  this  very  spot  wa-> 
th.'  euaisputed  lierii  .ge  of  savages.  Here  their  tlusky  forms 
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squatted  and  shivered  around  smoking  fagot-fires  upon  tho 
bare  earth,  while  they  joined  in  rude  social  festivities,  or 
awaited  the  preparation  of  their  simple  meals,  or  held  council 
upon  the  enterprises  or  questions  which  engrossed  their 
interest.  Here  they  planned  wars  or  defences,  roamed  over 
the  waste  of  scrubby  plain  in  pursuit  of  game,  drew  from  the 
adjacent  waters  their  stores  of  fish  and  bi-valves,  and  wought 
wampum  from  the  shells.  Now  the  savage  and  the  parapher- 
nalia of  savage  life  have  passed  away,  and  their  places  are 
filled  by  the  spacious  mansions  of  the  rich,  with  all  their  ele- 
gant surroundings  and  splendid  equipages,  competing  well 
with  those  of  Eastern  princes  and  nobles. 

Along  this  section  a number  of  small  streams  rise  and  flow 
into  the  bay.  These  are  at  intervals  of  about  half  a mile, 
and  the  true  old  Indian  names  of  most  of  them  have  been 
preserved.  Sampowams  lliver  is  on  the  western  boundary  of 
the  town.  Next  to  that  we  have  a small  creek  called  8co- 
ciuams,  modernized  to  Mud  Creek,  Avhich  latter  name  implies 
as  much  truth  as  the  former  does  romance.  Next  to  that  we 
find  a more  considerable  stream  honored  by  the  title  of  Se- 
catogue  Brook.  The  residence  of  the  sachem  of  the  tribe  is 
supposed  to  have  been  upon  this  stream.  Near  the  head  of  it 
is  a large  trout-pond  belonging  to  Dr.  Alfred  Wagstaff.  d he 
land  lying  upi  ji  the  Avest  side  of  this  brook  Avas  called  by  ihc 
Indians  “(lorgo  his  Neck,”  Avhich  term  has  been  coiTui)ted  to 
Cv, urge's  Nedg  and  further  to  St.  George’s  Neck.  Secatogac 
Necli  lies  upon  the  east  side  of  the  brook  of  the  same  n;i!xLe, 
The  neck  of  laii  .1  called  Oquenock  is  said  to  IniA^e  been  an  ancicit 
burial-place  of  ihe  numerous  tribe  of  Indians  which inhabi o.  1 
section,  and  rhis  is  said  to  be  the  import  or  meaning  A 
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the  name.  Oquenock  Brook  runs  do^vn  the  east  side  of  it, 
and  separates  it  from  another  neck  called  hy  the  Indians 
Saghtekoos,  otherwise  Apple-tree-neck.  A little  hrook  which 
divides  the  shore  of  this  neck  was  called  by  the  Indians 
Keemiscomock  or  Weepoosc.  This  neck  it  will  bo 
remembered  comprises  the  width' on  the  bay  of  Yan  Cort- 
landt’s  patent.  It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  a stream  called 
Mispatuck.  Next  east  of  that  is  the  brook  Compowis,  cor- 
rupted to  Compowms.  Still  further  east  we  come  to  the 
brook  Manshtak,  upon  which'-  a saw-mill  was  established 
about  a hundred  years  ago,  by  David  Willets.  The  next 
brook  ea§t  of  this  is  the  Watchogue,  a small  stream  running 
doAvn^tlie  west  side  of  Panothticutt  or  Penataquit  Neck. 

Upon  this  neck  which  is  about  half  a mile  wide,  the  central 
piu’t  of  the  village  of  Bay  Shore  is  located.  This  village  is 
beautifully  situated  on  the  old  Country  Boad,  between  the 
South  Side  Bailroad  line  and  the  Bay.  The  station  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  village,  about  half  a mile  from  the  princi- 
pal centre,  is  distant  five  and  a half  miles  east  of  Babylon. 
The  village  has  an  air  of  thrift  and  life  about  it,  as  though  its 
people  considered  themselves  as  living  in  the  present  age  of 
progress,  and  not  feeding  solely  upon  the  memories  of  the 
past  or  visions  of  the  future.  It  has  a poijulation  of  al:.uat 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  engaged  prncipally  in  various  i..e 
chanical  juu  suits,  farming  and  bay  fishing.  Two  comnu)d.e’is 
hctels,  the  B ty  Shore  House  at  the  depot,  and  the  Domn'.y 
House  v)ii  Main  Street,  are  well  patronized  during  the  sum- 
nnu  months  by  city  visitors  who  wish  to  enjoy  the  ud vanta- 
ges for  x(..cre..tiou  which  are  here  presented.  The  village  l;..s 
a cood  instalimeut  of  the  ordinary  tradesmen,  and  si.v  sU>r  s 
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A grist-mill  is  located  on  Panotliticiitt  River  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  village.  A little  west  of  this  stands  the  Congre- 
gational church,  a building  of  moderate  dimensions  erected 
about  twenty  years  ago.  A short  distance  further,  on  the  same 
road,  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  a handsome  struct- 
ure erected  here  in  1867.  A small  burying  ground  is  con- 
nected with  this,  and  lies  in  the  rear  of  the  church.  Between 
here  and  the  railroad  and  upon  the  west  side  of  a new  street 
recently  oimned  up  between  the  two  churches,  stands  the  new 
school  house,  just  completed  at  a cost  of  $5,000.  This  build- 
ing is  a very  creditable  affair,  and  a good  rei^resentative  of  the 
enterprise  of  the  place.  The  school  numbers  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  scholars.  Bay  Shore  Division  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance  has  fifty  members,  and  meets  Wednesday  even- 
ings. This  village  is  located  nearly  central  upon  the  south  side  of 
the  Moubray  Patent  of  1708.  The  main  road  between  here 
and  Islip  is  inhabited  all  the  way  along,  which  fact  renders  it 
ratlier  difficult  to  determine  just  where  the  dividing  line 
should  be.  This  village  was  formerly  called  Mechanicsville, 
then  by  the  corrupted  Indian  name  Penataquit,  which  since 
the  coming  of  the  South  Side  Railroad  has  been  changed  for 
its  present  name.  About  a mile  and  a half  east  of  here  is  a 
burial  plot  of  aboiij;  an  acre,  styled  the  Clock  burying  ground, 
which  contains  a number  of  graves,  and  a family  vault, 
Several  other  family  burying  grounds  are  scattered  ab  -,,t 
the  s’leinity.  last  back  of  the  village  of  Bay  Shore  is  a small 
African  diurch. 

Isliy.' is  a handsome  village  of  about  one  thousand  popui.v- 
tion,  on  tlm  south  side  of  the  town  two  miles  east  of  Bay 
Siiui'e.  It  has  a station  on  the  South  Side  Railroad,  imh' 
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mile  back  of  the  village.  There  are  a number  of  mechanic 
shops  in  the  place,  and  five  general  stores,  one  of  >vhich,  that 
of  Clock  Brothers  is  claimed  to  be  the  largest  store  in  tlie 
county.  The  main  street  of  the  village,  which  is  the  south 
“country  road”  lies  about  one  mile  from  the  bay.  The 
churches,  stores,  hotels,  and  most  all  the  other  “institu- 
tions ” are  upon  it.  In  the  southern  and  eastern  parts  are  a 
number  of  fine  residences,  some  of  them  occuiiied  as  summer 
seats  and  others  permanently.  The  village  site  is  a beautil'ul 
one.  Nature  laid  here  a suitable  foundation  for  Art  to  build 
upon.  The  principal  part  of  the  village  is  built  upon  the 
neck  of  land  covered  by  Gibb’s  patent  of  1692,  which  lies 
between  the  brooks  Orowac  on  the  west  and  Wingatthappagh 
(an  Indian  name  meaning  ‘^sweei  waters  ”)  on  the  east.  This 
neck  is  about  a mile  in  width.  About  half  a mile  west  of  the 
brook  Orow'ac  another  stream  runs  dowm,  rejoicing  under  the 
two  names  of  Kakaijongh  and  Awixa.  It  is  needless  to  say 
the  latter  name  is  the  one  most  generally  used.  Saxton’s 
Neck  lies  betw'een  the  two  brooks  last  mentioned.  Upon 
this  neck  the  Olympic  Club  have  tine  buildings  elegantly 
furnished.  They  have  been  established  here  about  tlfteen 
years.  On  the  west  side  of  the  brook  Awixa  Mr.  John  IMoubray, 
the  patentee  of  the  large  tract  bearing  his  jianie,  built  a liouse 
and  settled.  A part  of  the  house  is  still  standing,  thoii.  h it 
has  undeigoiio  some  changes  since  first  placed  theie,  A 
pajter-ii.ili  beionging  to  Ebenezer  Hawkins  is  situateu 
Orowac  brook.  Near  this,  lumber  and  coal  yards  are  h-.-atcd 
Dll  the  main  road,  at  the  head  of  the  creek  into  wiiu.i.  Ihn 
brook  empties.  This  is  the  only  place  on  the  south  oiu  v.f 
the  county  wliere  there  is  depth  of  W'ater  sullicient  to  admit 
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navigation  as  far  up  as  the  country  road.  The  channel  hero 
is  about  thirty  to  forty  feet  wide  and  three  to  four  feet  deep. 
Large  scows  are  employed  to  transpoi-t  the  cargos  of  sloops 
and  schooners  from  out  on  the  bay  up  to  this  landing.  On 
a smaller  brook  which  empties  into  Orowac  creek  from  the 
east  Mr.  J.  H.  Doxsee  has  a large  trout-pond,  the  water  from 
which  is  also  utilized  in  driving  a wheel  connected  with  a 
shaft  which  runs  under  the  owner’s  barn.  Belts  from  pulleys 
on  this  shaft  are  attached  to  various  machines  as  occasion 
demands,  and  thus  a cheap  and  convenient  power  for  driving 
threshing  machines,  fanning  mills,  corn  shellers,  feed  cutters 
and  grinders,  saws,  grind-stones  and  the  like,  is  always  at 
hand  and  ready  for  action. 

Doxsee’s  canning  establishment  is  located  on  the  east  side 
of  Orowac  Brook  or  Doxseo’s  Greek  as  the  lower  part  is 
called,  about  half  a mile  below  the  main  road.  Here  a con- 
siderable business,  Avhich  has  no  rival  in  the  county,  is 
carried  on  in  the  preparation  of  hermetically  sealed  goods, 
principally  confined  to  the  canning  of  green  corn,  tomatoes, 
clams  and  fish.  After  considerable  time  and  money  had  been 
spent  in  experimenting  upon  the  jirocess  of  i3reserving  “qiia- 
haugs,”  or  hard  clams,  Mr.  Doxsee  started  the  business 
successfully  about  seven  years  ago.  The  canning  of  fish  — 
moss  bunker.  — was  added  during  the  past  season  fbSvz  j 
These  fish  are  < ‘scaled,”  and  cleaned,  by  a series  of  sinqdo 
j. I chinos  vl'icli  perform  the  work  with  unerring  nicety,  ft.r 
which  tlicy  ere  cooked,  by  a process  which  we  do  not  pre  [ ose 
to  explain,  and  then  packed  in  tin  cans  somewhat  the  j-'i  ape 
of  sardine  cai...  but  containing  about  tw'o  pounds  e.a  i. . 
cry  body  kno9,'s  that  the  meat  contained  in  these  fish  i^  ti.e 
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sweetest  of  almost  any  fish-meat  in  the  world,  but  the  great 
objection  to  eating  them  has  always  been  the  innumerable 
fine  bones  which  they  contain.  The  beauty  of  the  “Ameri- 
can Lunch  Fish  ” put  up  at  this  establishment  is,  that  they 
are  cooked  or  prepared  in  such  a way  that  all  the  bones,  not 
excepting  the  back-bone,  are  as  tender  and  eatable  as  any 
part  of  the  meat,  and  can  hardly  be  discovered  from  it. 
About  thirty  thousand  fish  have  been  put  up  here  this  season. 
A five-horse-power  steam  engine  is  used  for  running  the  nec- 
essary machinery,  and  ten  to  twenty  hands  are  employed  in 
the  establishment.  The  principal  other  articles  canned  here 
during  the  season  are  six  thousand  bushels  of  clams,  four 
hundred  bushels  of  tomatoes  and  the  product  of  ten  acres  of 
corn. 

Near  this  is  a good  dock  to  which  any  ordinary  sized  sloo]) 
or  schooner  can  come  at  any  time  of  tide.  The  channel  from 
the  outer  bay  to  this  point  has  been  improved  within  the  i>ast 
year  by  the  expenditure  of  about  $7,000  ; $1:,400  of  which  was 
appropriated  by  the  state  legislature,  and  the  balance  paid  by 
individual  contribution  of  J.  H.  Doxsee  Esq.  Here  is  a 
splendid  opening  for  business  in  the  way  of  a lumber  or  coal 
yard,  or  any  other  branch  of  business  requiring  a locaticm 
immediately  accessible  by  vessel.  With  a channel  fifty  f >et 
wide  and  seven  to  eight  feet  of  water  this  is  Avithout  a q-..  s- 
tioii  the  iiiost  ecnvcnient  landing  on  the  shore  of  the  te-vn, 
A ship-}aid  has  not  long  since  been  establislied  near  ili'- 
mouth  of  the  creek  by  Alonzo  KSmith.  Tavo  sets  of  maj-ii)e 
raihsuys  are  rounected  Avith  it,  and  considerable  repairin,^  is 
also  done. 

1 i’res'hyteriajx  chapel  was  built  in  this  village  in  the  y.'  i 
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1852,  connected  with  the  church  of  that  denomination  at 
Babylon.  In  1857  a separate  church  was  organized  here.  A 
new  church  edifice,  one  of  the  largest  and  handsomest  in  the 
county,  was  completed  about  IMay  1st,  1869,  at  a cost  of 
$15,000,  including  furniture  etc.  About  $8,000,  or  the 
greater  part  of  the  expense  of  this  noble  enterprise  was  paid 
by  the  generous  contribution  of  the  late  Mr.  Eobert  L.  Mait- 
land. A handsome  bell  from  Meneely’s  celebrated  West  Troy 
Foundry  Avas  presented  by  the  Stervarts — sugar  refiners,  of 
'New  York.  The  choir-loft  contains  a splendid  pipe  organ 
which  cost  $1,500,  to  the  jjurchase  of  wliich  Dr.  A.  G. 
Thompson  made  liberal  contributions.  The  old  church  is 
retained  as  a lecture  room,  used  for  the  accommodation  of 
prayer  meetings,  Sunday  schools  and  the  hke. 

A short  distance  east  of  the  new  Presbyterian  stands  the 
Methodist  Ejuscopal,  a handsome  edifice  of  less  dimensions, 
but  neat  appearance.  The  first  church  erected  by  this 
denomination  about  this  neighborhood  was  built  some  time 
about  the  year  1840,  on  a site  about  half  Avay  betAveen  this 
village  and  Bay  Shore.  In  1866  the  old  church  Avas  pulled 
doAvn,  and  some  of  its  materials  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  present  one,  which  was  erected  that  year.  The  congre- 
gation in  which  the  tAVO  villages  had  before  been  represented 
was  now  divided  and  a separate  church  established  in  eacit 
place 

Nearly  half  a mile  east  of  this,  on  the  same  road,  St.  iNlark’s 
Episcopal  church  .hands  on  the  corner  of  Johnson’s  Aveiiiic. 
This  is  a plain,  .snir.tantial  looking  building,  of  moderate  ui 
mevnJons,  and  thcr.gb  by  no  means  meagre  in  any  respect,  is 
stnl  a rather  modest  ali'air  in  comparison  A\ith  the  display  f 
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costly  trappings,  glittering  coaches,  dashy  teams  and  liveried 
drivers  which  may  be  seen  gathering  here  “on  a Sunday 
morning.”  This  church  was  built  in  1847.  The  organiza- 
tion was  at  first  a branch  from  St.  John’s  church  at  Oakdale. 
St.  Mark’s  church  now  has  three  mission  stations  ; one  at 
Youngsport,  one  at  Brentwood,  and  one  at  Central  Islip,  all 
under  the  care  of  the  same  Hector. 

The  Public  school  of  Islip  is  a handsome  two-story  build- 
ing, the  initial  part  of  which  was  erected  about  twenty  years 
ago,  and  in  1869  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  second 
story.  The  average  attendance  of  pupils  now  numbers  about 
one  hundred  and  twelve,  and  two  teachers  are  employed. 
Amos  Boxsee  was  a teacher  in  this  school  twenty  years  or 
more.  He  retired  from  the  position  in  1859,  and  about  two 
years  afterward  started  the  Nassau  Institute  at  Bay  Shore, 
with  the  intention  of  establishing  a first  class  boarding 
school.  The  institution  was  fitted  up  with  various  appliances, 
such  as  a printing  office,  astronomical  instruments  and  ob- 
servatory, musical  instruments  and  so  forth,  calculated  to 
give  a pretty  complete  course  of  instruction  in  the  different 
arts  and  sciences,  by  practical  demonstration  as  well  as 
theory.  In  consequence  of  loss  of  eyesight,  Mr.  Doxsee  was 
obliged  to  abandon  the  enterprise. 

The  Town  Hall  was  built  in  1869,  by  a joint  stock  coni] 'any 
Cil  eighteen  stock-holders,  at  a cost  of  $2,800.  It  stand.'>  iii  '•■r 
Lite  scliool  house,  and  is  used  for  town  meetings  ami  vai  iotis 
public  gather ir.gs.  The  upiier  floor  is  occnpied  byMcrih'.U' 
Lodge,  No.  691,  F.  ct  A.  M.  This  flourishing  Lodge  A\.is  iu- 
slituied  in  Jldy,  1869,  and  now  numbers  sixty  incm)  is. 
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Islip  Division,  S.  of  T.  meets  in  the  same  building.  This 
institution  rep6rts  thirty-four  members. 

This  village  has  three  hotels,  depending  principally  upon 
the  flood  of  summer  visitors  from  tlie  city  for  their  support. 
They  are  all  located  in  that  part  of  the  village  which  lies  east 
of  the  Wingatthappagh  Brook.  Of  these  the  “ Pavilion,”  a 
mammoth  establishment,  is  one  of  the  finest  hotels  on  the 
island. 

Several  nice  trout  ponds  have  been  improved  on  the  brook 
Wingatthappagh,  and  the  adjoining  grounds  are  tastefully 
laid  out  and  beautified. 

East  of  the  village,  occasional  farm  houses  are  scattered 
along  the  road.  About  three  miles  brings  us  to  the  head  of 
tlio  Coiietquot  Biver,  Avhero  the  South  Side  Club  have  a 
house  for  their  reception,  beautifully  located  on  a smooth, 
well  kept  lawn  by  the  side  of  a mill  pond,  which  offers  supe- 
rior facilities  for  the  popular  diversion  of  trout-fishing.  A 
grist-mill  is  situated  on  the  dam  of  this  pond.  The  South 
Side  Railroad  line  runs  a little  south  of  here,  and  a “flag 
station  ” for  the  accommodation  of  the  club  is  located  near 
by.  The  country  seat  of  the  late  Robert  L.  Maitland,  gener- 
ous benefactor  of  the  Islip  Presbyterian  church,  is  a short 
distance  w^est  of  the  Club  House.  A l)rook  runs  through  the 
premises,  joining  the  Conotquot  below,  and  upon  it  troiir 
ponds  have  been  established. 

Yoniig.-ipcrl  is  ii  hamlet  of  twenty-one  houses,  on  the  ^ve>-t 
side  of  Conctqnoi  River,  near  its  mouth.  It  has  one  store, 
and  a freight  f.tation  on  the  South  Side  Railroad  two  juil  s 
north  of  it  'I'he  inliabilants  are  principally  bay-men.  Au 
Episcopal  chapel  was  established  here  two  or  three  years 
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since,  connected  with  St.  Mark’s  clinrch  at  Islip.  A Metho- 
dist chapel  is  also  about  being  erected.  The  school-lioiise 
belonging  to  the  district  which  includes  this  hamlet  together 
with  the  eastern  part  of  Islip  village,  is  a respectable  two 
story  building,  and  stands  in  the  woods  about  a mile  and  a 
half  west  of  here.  The  school  numbers  over  a hundred,  and 
employs  two  teachers.  The  business  of  ship-building  and 
repairing  was  carried  on  here  twenty  years  ago  by  Erastus 
Youngs,  in  whose  honor  the  settlement  was  named.  This 
enterprise,  for  some  reason  or  other  to  us  unaccountable,  has 
been  abandoned.  We  see  no  good  reason  why  a flourishing 
village  should  not  have  been  built  up  in  this  place.  The 
depth  of  water  up  this  river  is  said  to  be  sufficient  to  float 
anything  that  na\’igates  the  bay.  The  river  is  wide  and  its 
bank  comparatively  abrupt.  The  surface  of  the  neighbor- 
ing land  is  a beautiful  plain,  and  the  soil  good.  Nature  has 
scarcely  left  a more  convenient  or  desirable  village  site  than 
here,  upon  the  whole  shore  of  the  South  Bay.  As  far  as  wo 
can  see,  the  great  obstacle  to  its  imx)rovement  has  been  the 
monopolizing  grasp  with  which  the  soil  has  been  held  in  a 
body  together,  by  the  successive  x^roprietors  of  the  whole 
tract.  Now  that  this  impediment  has  been  to  some  extent  re- 
moved we  hope  to  see  the  spirit  of  x^rogress  revived  here  on  a 
more  magnificen.,  scale  than  ever  before.  The  “ Deer  Bango 
Farm,”  containiiig  four  hundred  acres  and  a large  mansion, 
beautifully  sit  anted  in  full  view  of  the  bay  and  beach  hilh 
lies  about  lialf  a mile  south  of  here.  This  property  has  re- 
cently beeii  pa.rcliRse<l  by  J.  Neale  Plumb  Esq.,  and  is  to  iu‘ 
improved  .as  an  el  ;gaut  country  residence.  It  will  no  doub! 
be  ^..ide  one  oi  the  finest  on  the  island.  The  farm  contan. 
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ing  the  residence  of  Hon.  William  Nicoll  adjoins  it  on  the 
west. 

Oakdale  is  a name  given,  two  or  three  years  since,  to  the 
locality  extending  along  and  near  the  south  “country  road” 
from  the  Conetquot  Kiver  eastward  for  a distance  of  two 
miles  or  more.  It  has  a station  on  the  South  Side  Railroad, 
and  since  the  completion  of  that  road  a post-office  has  been 
established  here.  It  contains  one  church,  a store,  a district 
school,  and  about  forty  dwellings,  mostly  scattered  along  the 
main  road  and  upon  a lane  which  runs  down  towards  the  bay. 
Near  the  residence  of  W.  H.  Ludlow,  Esq.,  stands  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  church,  the  first  house  of  worship  erected  within 
the  limits  of  this  town.  This  was  built  by  the  third  William 
Nicolls,  about  ten  years  before  the  Revolution.  Historians 
difibr  ns  to  the  exact  date.  The  church  stands  in  the  midst 
of  an  ancient  burying  ground.  In  1813  it  was  re-built,  and 
consecrated  by  the  bishop,  July  6th  of  that  year. 

The  eastern  boundary  of  Oakdale  appetu’s  indefinite.  If 
we  place  it  at  Greene’s  Brook,  which  seems  to  be  tlie  only 
suitable  natural  line,  we  must  include  another  church.  That 
is  the  Dutch  Reform  church,  organized  Dec.  19,  I860.  The 
building,  which  stands  a little  west  of  Greene’s  Brook,  is 
neat  in  appearance,  of  comfortable  size,  and  was  dedicated 
Nov.  11,  1867. 

Sayville  is  a tliriving  village  of  one  thousand  population, 
pleasantly  situate'!  near  the  ba}’-,  immediately  east  of  Oaktiah  . 
The  railroad  stai  ion  in  the  northern  part  is  tAVO  and  a qn.'ir- 
ter  miles  east  of  the  latter  point,  and  fifty  miles  froi.i 
Brooklyn.  There  are  three  large  general  stores  in  the  place 
bronn' ’ a number  of  shops.  Ship-building  and  repairing  is 
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carried  on  by  Francis  Greene,  whose  yard  contains  two  sets  of 
“ways.”  The  fisheries  of  the  bay  constitute  tlie  chief  indus- 
trial enterprise  and  support  of  the  place.  Sayville  has  a 
good  school,  a hotel,  and  three  medium  sized  churches,  be- 
sides the  Dutch  Reform  church,  which  we  mentioned  as 
being  located  between  here  and  Oakdale.  A Methodist  Ejhs- 
copal  chapel,  connected  with  the  church  of  that  denomination 
at  Patchogue  was  built  here  in  1846,  About  seven  years  ago 
a church  society  was  organized  here.  The  central  part  of 
Sayville  is  located  near  the  point  where  two  roads  from  east 
form  a junction,  and  this  church  is  located  upon  the  northern 
limb  of  this  fork.  The  public  school  building  stands  near  it 
on  the  same  road.  This  is  a commodious  two  story  edifice, 
the  original  part  of  which  was  built  in  1859,  at  which  time  it 
stood  scarcely  second  to  any  other  like  institution  in  the 
county.  Its  cost,  at  that  time  was  about  ^1,500.  In  1871  it 
was  enlarged.  The  school  numbers  an  attendance  of  about 
two  hundred,  and  employs  three  teachers.  The  Congrega- 
tional church,  standing  on  the  south  branch  of  the  “fork” 
was  built  as  a chapel  to  the  Cong,  church  of  Patchogue  in 
1848,  or  thereabout.  The  Cong,  church  of  Sayville  was  or- 
ganized from  the  Patchogue  church.  Sept.  1,  1858,  with  forty 
members.  An  Episcopal  chapel,  belonging  to  St.  .Tol.n’s 
church  at  Onlalale,  was  built  in  the  eastern  part  of  thi.b  vil- 
lage about  six  years  ago.  Sayville  has  a flourishing  Divisi>.>n 
of  Sons  of  Tem])eraiice,  numbering  about  one  hundred  ai  d 
forty  members.  In  many  respects  it  justly  claims  tlie  luriMU’ 
of  being  tl\e  buuner  Division  of  the  county.  Sayville  Lodge 
M . 822,  L 0 O.  E.  was  instituted  with  ten  charter  me  a- 
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bors,  May  2,  1872,  ami  numbers  at  present  twenty-one 
members. 

Terry’s  Brook  forms  the  dividing  line  between  this  village 
and  Bayport,  on  the  east.  A grist-mill  Avas  once  established 
upon  this  stream,  but  it  has  Long  since  been  abandoned. 

Bayport  is  a pleasant  little  settlement  in  the  extreme  south- 
east corner  of  the  toAvn,  containing  tAvo  stores  and  six 
hundred  inhabitants.  Its  former  name  Avas  Middle  Road,  and 
until  a few  years  past  it  Avas  considered  as  properly  a part  of 
SayviUe.  A post-ollice  has  been  established  here,  and  a sta- 
tion on  the  railroad.  The  people  are  engaged  princpally  in 
farming  and  fishing.  The  enterprise  of  canning  “American 
sardines  ” Avas  undertaken  here  a year  or  two  ago  but  did  not 
succeed.  Fish  oil  factories  have  been  established  on  the 
shore  of  the  bay  near  this  place. 

One  of  the  most  note-A\'orthy  institutions  of  this  place  is 
its  public  school.  This  is  a tAvo-story  building  of  handsome 
appearance  and  respectable  dimensions  pleasantly  situated  on 
the  south  main  road,  near  the  centre  of  the  village.  The 
school  employs  tAvo  teachers  and  numbers  about  one  hundred 
and  tAventy-five  scholars. 

A Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  here  a few 
year's  since,  and  a house  of  Avorship  is  about  to  be  erect('d. 
This  church  is  snp]>lied  Avitli  ministerial  serAOCo  in  coimecti  ni 
with  Say’dilc. 

Fire  Island  is  the  name  given  to  the  sand  beach  lying  l;e- 
tAve.en  the  bay  and  the  ocean,  nearly  opposite  the  villagu  of 
Bay  Shore,  distant  about  live  miles.  It  has  become  one  .d' 
the  most  favorod  and  popular  of  the  seaside  resorts  of  i a -o 
loi  -Vid,  even  iioidmg  rank  among  the  celebrated  Avaterii  g 


222 


TOWN  OF  ISLIP. 


places  of  tlie  Atlantic  sea  board.  The  Surf  Hotel  the  largest 
building  in  Suffolk  County  is  said  to  be  capable  of  accommo- 
dating fifteen  hundred  guests.  During  the  summer  season  a 
steam  ferry  connects  this  i^lace  with  Babylon,  seven  miles 
northwest.  The  first  light  house  was  built  here  in  1825,  at  a 
cost  of  $8,000.  The  present  one  was  built  in  1858.  The 
tower  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  from  its  base,  and 
the  light  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  feet  above  water.  The 
light  is  a revolving  one,  and  is  visible  fifteen  to  twenty  miles 
at  sea ; the  lens  of  the  first  order.  The  beach  upon  which 
the  institutions  are  located  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  inlet. 

Fire  Island  Inlet  is  the  only  opening  on  the  whole  south 
shore  of  the  county  through  which  navigation  may  pass  be- 
tween the  bay  and  ocean.  The  beach  is  constantly  shifting, 
and  the  inlet  is  subject  to  correspondingly  freipient  changes 
of  position.  The  inclination  is  westward.  From  testimony 
brought  out  by  Thompson  it  appears  that  about  the  year 
1750,  and  perhaps  for  many  years  before,  there  were  seven 
inlets  east  of  Fire  Island.  During  a great  storm  which  oc- 
curred in  the  year  1700,  it  is  said  the  sea  made  a sweep 
through  the  beach  about  nine  ihiles  wide,  and  the  sand 
washed  in  formed  what  is  now  called  Cedar  Island.  Fire 
Island  Beach  in  1760  or  thereabout  was  only  a sand  bar,  and 
was  called  by  tlie  Indians  Seal  Island,  from  the  fact  that  it 
had  been  a favo'-ite  play-ground  for  tliose  acpiatic  aninu  Is. 
Witbiu  the  recollection  even  of  middle  aged  men  now  livii.g. 
who  have  had  opportunity  for  observation,  the  inlet  Jri'i 
moved  near  halt  a mile  further  west. 
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HKOOKHAVEN  TOWN — HISTORY  AND  DESCRIPTION. 

Brookhaven  town,  the  largest  in  the  county,  occupies  the 
breadth  of  the  island  from  sound  to  ocean,  and  about  six- 
teen miles  of  its  length.  It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  Smith- 
town  and  Islip,  and  on  the  east  by  Riverhead  and  Southamp- 
ton. Instead  however  of  being  in  shape  nearly  square,  as  the 
above  description  might  lead  one  to  suppose,  it  has  more  the 
appearance  of  two  parallelograms  of  about  the  same  length, 
lying  side  by  side,  but  the  north  one  extending  several  miles 
further  east.  The  surface  along  the  north  side  of  the  toAvn 
is  hilly  and  elevated,  A range  of  hills  also  extends  through 
the  middle,  from  east  to  west.  The  south  half  is  level  and 
comparatively  low.  Large  tracts  of  salt  meadows  border  the 
bay  on  the  south  side.  The  soil  generally  is  moderately 
fertile  ; in  the  northern  part  a heavy  loam  ; in  the  southern 
liart  a few  grades  lighter  ; while  through  the  middle  a great 
variety  of  soils  may  be  found,  ranging  from  a stiff  clay  which 
has  in  many  places  been  utilized  for  brick-making,  to  a light 
“blowy”  sand  which  a New  York  lawyer  who  had  investtd 
largely  in  it.  (luv  declared  “a  warrantee  deed  would’t  hold.  ’ 
In  (his  secidoii  the  various  grades  of  sand  jiredomiu;  I'*. 
There  are  lields  ct  this  loose  drifting  matter  where  we  h .rt,- 
seen  great  JniLs  in  the  ground,  some  fifteen  feet  or  iiioie-  in 
depth  wiiich  hud  been  blown  out  by  the  winds  of  a few 

i\c  years.  The  sand  thus  blown  out  is  frequently  lodj^cil 
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in  huge  mounds  like  snow  drifts,  wherever  a bush  or  a hedge 
fence  induces  its  deposit.  The  lamented  Horace  Greeley  iu 
his  address  at  the  Suffolk  Couuty  Agricultural  Fair  last 
October,  advised  the  planting  of  the  sterile  wastes  of  Long 
Island  with  forest  trees,  and  the  use  of  gas  lime  as  a fertilizer 
for  that  purpose.  There  is  no  question  but  these  naked 
fields  of  barren  sand  could  be  occupied  in  this  way  more 
profitably  than  in  any  other.  Though  we  are  not  competent 
to  discuss  the  gas  lime  question,  we  may  say  there  is  no  lack 
of  evidence  to  show  that  some  kinds  of  forest  trees,  espe- 
cially the  pines  will  grow,  and  to  a reasonable  extent  flourish 
upon  these  desert  places.  The  greater  part  of  this  town  is 
still  covered  Avith  forest  and  scrub  growth.  The  settlements 
are  mostly  along  the  line  of  the  three  “country  roads  on 
the  north  side,  through  the  middle,  and  on  the  south  side. 
Between  these  ranges  of  settlements  large  tracts 
of  Avood-land  intervene,  the  monotony  of  which  is 
scarcely  broken  by  any  attempt  at  improvement.  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  the  greater  part  of  the  best  farming  land  in  this 
town  is  yet  covered  Avith  scrub-oaks  and  timber.  Immense 
quantities  of  cord-Avood  are  cut  and  sent  to  market  from 
tliese  wooded  plains,  but  the  frequency  of  fires  during  tlie 
last  forty  years  has  seriously  affected  the  groAvth  of  timber, 
and  greatly  diminished  the  extent  of  this  industry. 

From  th'.;  besi.  authority  Ave  can  find  it  appears  the  fir.si 
seuleniei:t  ol  Euro]:>eans  in  this  tOAvn  AA^as  made  in  tin;  y ' ir 
lGo5>  by  a paiiy  of  immigrants  from  Boston,  Ma.ss.  .IiiC 
exact  iiumOei'  cf  the  fir.st  installment  of  settlers  does  mat 
appear,  birt  wilLin  tAVO  years  from  the  date  mentioned  ihe 
of  mto,',  most  of  them  probably  heads  of  famiiie.y 
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composing  the  colony  was  increased  to  fifty-four.  The  first 
settlement  Avas  made  at  Setaiiket,  on  the  north  side,  near  tlio 
head-quarters  of  the  Setalcott  tribe  of  Indians,  from  whom 
the  northern  part  of  the  territory  occupied  by  the  toAvn  was 
purchased.  The  lands  of  the  town  were  purchased  of  the 
Indians  at  difterent  times,  in  tracts  of  various  size,  sometimes 
by  individuals  on  their  own  account,  by  permission  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  town,  and  sometimes  by  the  proprietors  in 
common  through  their  authorized  representatives.  Tlie  first 
purchases  from  the  natives  af>pear  to  have  extended  only  to 
the  northern  part  of  the  present  territory,  wliile  the 
greater  ^jart  of  the  south  half  lay  for  several  years  Avithout 
being  occupied  by  the  Avhite  immigTants.  The  toAvn  Avas 
first  incorporated  by  a patent  from  Gov.  Nicolls,  March  15, 
loot),  contirming  the  title  to  all  lands  Avhich  hud  been  bouglit, 
or  should  afterwards  be  bought  of  the  natives,  Avithin  the 
territory  bounded  on  the  west  by  a line  running  across  the 
island  at  Stony  Brook,  and  on  the  east  by  a line  crossing  the 
island  at  Wading  River.  The  names  of  Capt.  John  Tucker, 
Daniel  Lane,  Richard  Woodhull,  Henry  Per  ring,  and  John 
Jenner  appear  as  trustees  in  this  patent.  At  the  time  of  this 
patent,  and  for  several  years  aftei-Avard,  it  is  jn-obable  that 
purchases  of  the  Indians  were  confined  mainly  to  the 
north  half.  November  19,  1075,  the  Setalcott  Sachem,  Gi<', 
with  four  Ollier  jnincipal  men  of  the  tribe,  confirmed  to  l.ta 
pa ti  ) dees  of  the  town  all  fojiner  grants,  and  coiiveyed  t > 
Richard  Woudhr.ll  all  the  unsold  land  Avithin  the 
named  in  the  patent  as  far  south  as  the  middle  of  the  isla:  1. 
On  the  23id  of  tliC  same  month  Richard  Woodhull  transfc! n d 
in  11  dm  to  these  hinds,  thus  acquired,  to  the  inhabitants  if 
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the  town.  This  grant  and  confirmation  of  former  grants 
appears  to  cover  all  the  land  claimed  by  the  Setalcott  tribe. 
The  south  side  of  the  town  was  claimed  by,  and  purchased  of 
the  Pochough  or  Patchogue  tribe.  A tract  of  land  in  the 
southwest  part  of  the  town  was  purchased  by  John  Winthrop 
in  1666,  and  the  title  confirmed  by  pat(mt  March  29,  1680. 
This  tract  extended  from  the  creek  at  Blue  Point  called  by 
the  Indians  Namkee,  east  to  a certain  “ fresh  water  pond  in 
Starr’s  neck,  at  Accombamack,”  which  is  now  the  western 
part  of  Bellpori.  This  patent  covered  five  “ necks  ” of  land 
on  the  south  side  and  extended  back  to  the  middle  of  the 
island. 

A tract  of  land  extending  eastward  from  Connecticut 
Piver  to  Mastic  Biver,  and  north  to  the  middle  of  the 
island,  was  purchased  of  the  Indians  by  Col.  William  Smith 
in  May,  1691,  and  a patent  for  the  same  was  granted  by  Gov. 
Fletcher  Oct.  9,  1693.  This  patent  also  included  what  is 
now  known  as  Strong’s  Neck,  then  called  Little  Neck,  at 
Setauket,  which  had  been  purchased  by  Col.  Smith  Oct. 
22,  1686  ; also  “all  the  islands  in  the  bay  between  the  main 
land  and  the  beach,  from  a certain  gut  or  inlet  called  Hunt- 
ington East-Gut,  to  a place  called  Cuptwauge,  being  South- 
ampton west  bounds.”  The  lands  included  in  this  patent 
were  confirmed  under  the  title  of  St.  George’s  INIanor,  and 
considerable  part  of  these  lands  remain  at  the  present  day  in 
the  possession  of  the  desiamdants  of  the  original  pati  iit  »• 
The  traei  of  land  reaching  Iroin  the  eastern  bounds  of  ( i 1 
SmitlL  s forniei  jjident  to  tlie  line  of  Southampton  wa.,  o 
firmed  to  niin  by  another  patent  from  Gov.  lietclicj’  in  Io'.m 
Hi  Jeim  upon  this  territory  being  sharply  denied  by  scmu  1 
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settlers  who  had  purchased  land  of  the  Indians  within  its 
bounds  it  appears  that  he  succeeded  in  liolding  but  a small 
X^ortion  of  it.  This  tracts  called  tlie  Moriches  Patentship, 
and  lying  outside  of  the  defined  limits  of  this  or  any  other 
town,  ax^iiears  to  have  remained  in  that  loose  condition  unlil 
within  a few  years  of  the  revolution,  when  by  request  of  the 
people  living  there  it  was  recognized  as  jiart  of  this  town. 

A second  patent  was  issued  for  this  town  by  Gov.  Dongan, 
which  included  all  former  grants,  Dec.  27,  1G86.  This  patent 
named  John  Palmer,  Richard  Woodhull,  Samuel  Eburne, 
Andrew  Gibb,  William  Satterly,  Thomas  Jenner,  and  Tliomas 
Holme  as  trustees,  to  continue  in  office  until  others  should 
be  chosen  in  their  stead. 

The  lands  of  the  town  which  were  x^nrchased  by  the  fifty- 
four  xjroxnietors  in  common  were  at  dilTerent  times,  and  as 
occasion  demanded,  divided  among  them.  In  some  of  these 
divisions  fifty-five  shares  were  made,  the  extra  one  being  set 
apart  for  gospel  purxioses.  As  was  the  case  in  many  other 
towns,  the  early  settlers  of  Brookhaven  regarded  the  suxix>ort 
of  the  gosx^el  ministry  as  an  irnx3ortant  consideration  which 
duty  coupled  with  the  administration  of  civil  allairs,  and  x>ro- 
vision  was  accordingly  made  for  it.  The  first  meeting-houses 
were  erected  and  the  first  ministers  employed  and  x^aid  by  the 
town. 

This  town  placed  itself  under  the  x^rotection  of  Comuicti' 
in  1G>9,  and  hi  bi02  became  a part  of  that  colony.  Tin’s  ecu- 
neetion  w;u-  broken  oil’  by  the  conquest  of  1GG4,  after  whiv-i.  it 
eanre  under  li  e Duke’s  govejnment  of  New  York  witlj  i le 
other  towns  ol:  I.ong  I.slaud. 

“ At  a town  meeang,  December  18,  1G85,  it  was  voted  ami 
anrc'.d  that  ktr.  Samuel  Eburne  shall  go  to  Yorke,  to  coni'er 
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with  the  Governor  about  our  lands  within  our  patent  ; and 
to  get  a new  patent,  and  that  the  town  is  willing  to  tind  the 
Governor  twenty  sheep  for  a present  forthwith.” 

“At  a legal  town  meeting,  July  ye  13th,  1087,  warned  by 
Mr.  Justice  Woodhull,  it  was  voted  and  agreed  that  ten 
pounds  a-year  shall  be  payd  to  the  maintenance  of  a Hehool- 
Master  for  the  future,  and  that  the  trustees  agree  with  ]Mr. 
Francis  Williamson  to  officiate  as  School-Master  for  thirty 
pounds  a-year,  twenty  pounds  whereof  is  to  be  payd  by  the 
children.” 

“May  7,  1G87,  at  a toum  meeting  it  was  voted  and  agreed 
that  the  Indians  should  be  disarmed,  and  to  surrender  tliem- 
selves  upon  demand,  otherwise  to  be  looked  upon  as  eiicmies. 
Ten  men  were  chosen  to  go  to  ye  south  to  disarm  ym,  and 
their  arms  to  be  left  at  Capt.  Woodhull’s.” 

The  names  of  Richard  Floyd,  Richard  Woodhull,  and  Col. 
Win.  Smith  are  among  the  most  prominent  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  this  town,  and  their  respective  descendants  have  at 
dilTerent  times  occupied  positions  of  honor  and  public  trust, 
not  only  in  this  town,  but  in  other  and  wider  spheres.  Rich- 
ard Woodhull,  it  appears,  was  the  surveyor  for  the  primitive 
colony  and  was  often  intrusted  with  important  public  com- 
missions. Col.  William  Smith,  the  patentee  of  St.  George’s 
Manor,  w'as  born  at  Higham-Ferrers,  in  Northamptonshire, 
England,  Feb.  2,  1C55,  and  in  1675  was  appointed  governor  of 
Tangiers  by  Charles  II ; in  which  position  he  continued  till 
1683.  In  remembrance  of  this  circumstance  his  descendants 
to  the  present  time  are  known  as  the  Tangier  Smiths,  by  way 
of  distinction  from  other  families  of  the  same  name,  lie 
arrived  at  Now  York  Aug.  6,  1686,  and  soon  after  visrUed 
bctuuket,  wliere  in  the  following  year  he  purchas(;d  Lidlo 
Neck,  froie  the  proprietors  of  the  town,  who  at  that  time  ha}j- 
heiied  to  be  entertaining  a dispute  about  the  premise.',.  Hi, 
subsequent  piirchases  of  laud  in  this  town  have  already  ))e<m 
iji  Ltioned.  On  the  accession  of  Henry  Slaughter  to  ihe 
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giibematorial  chair  of  New  York,  in  March  1691,  he  appointed 
Col.  Smith  one  of  the  members  of  his  council,  which  position 
he  continued  to  occupy  until  his  death,  Feb.  18,  1705.  In 
1691  he  was  also  appointed  an  associate  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  province  ; and  in  1692  was  appointed  chief  justice 
of  that  court,  which  office  he  held  until  removed  by  Gov. 
Bellamont  in  1700.  At  this  time  he  was  president  of  the 
council,  and  on  the  death  of  the  governor  in  March  1701,  and 
in  the  absence  of  John  Nanfan,  the  lieutenant  governor,  he 
was  promoted  by  virtue  of  his  position  to  the  head  of  the  gov- 
ernment. June  8,  1693,  he  was  commissioned  to  succeed  Col. 
Youngs  in  command  of  the  militia  of  Suffolk  county.  He  was 
also  appointed  by  Gov.  Slaughter  one  of  the  commissioners 
who  tried  and  convicted  Jacob  Leisler,  the  usurper.  William 
Smith  the  third,  gi-andson  of  Col.  William,  and  son  of  Major 
William,  Avas  a man  of  considerable  rank  during  the  days  of 
the  revolution.  He  was  for  many  years  a judge  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  and  a member  of  the  first  provincial  Con- 
gress. His  son,  Gen.  John  Smith,  was  a member  of  the  con- 
vention that  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in 
1788,  and  afterward  was  elected  member  of  Congress,  and 
after  serving  four  years  in  that  capacity  was  returned  to  the 
United  States  Senate  from  this  state.  He  died  in  1816. 
Eichard  Floyd,  the  head  of  another  prominent  family  in  the 
history  of  this  town  and  the  State,  emigrated  from  Wales  ia 
1651.  He  w a magistrate  in  the  town,  and  a colonel  in  the 
miiiiia,  His  son  Eichard  married  a daughter  of  Col.  VVilluim 
Nicohs  of  Isiip.  Both  he  and  his  son  Eichard  Floyd  the 
third,  accor.jmg  to  the  inscription  on  their  tombs  in  the  oid 
SetTuket  burying  ground,  weve  colonels  of  the  county  a.icl 
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judges  of  tlie  court  of  common  pleas.  A sister  of  Ricliard 
Floyd  the  third  was  the  wife  of  Col.  Thomas  IJongan,  gov- 
ernor of  the  province.  General  William  Floyd,  a representa- 
tive of  this  family,  of  the  third  American  born  generation, 
was  a native  of  Mastic,  and  a i^rominent  man  in  the  i^rovince. 
He  was  a delegate  from  this  province  to  the  first  continental 
congress,  and  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. He  was  born  Dec.  17,  1731,  and  died  Aug.  4, 
1821.  A daughter  of  his  became  the  wife  of  Col.  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  some  of  whose  exploits  dur- 
ing the  revolution  are  prominent  in  our  history  of  tliat  time. 
General  Nathaniel  Woodhull  was  a descendant  of  Bichard 
Woodhull,  of  whom  we  have  spoken,  and  was  born  at  Mastic 
Dec.  30,  1722.  His  wife  was  a sister  of  Geii.  William  Floyd. 
Gen.  Woodhull  entered  the  field  with  the  rank  of  a major,  in 
the  army  under  Gen.  Abercrombie,  during  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  on  the  Canada  frontier.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  he  joined  the  army  in  1758,  and  served  in  the  as- 
sault upon  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  also  in  Brad- 
street’s  expedition  against  Ft.  Frontenac  the  same  season. 
In  1760  he  w^as  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  of  the  third 
j^egiment  of  New  York  troops,  and  engaged  under  Gen.  Am- 
herst in  the  expedition  against  Montreal  which  resulted  in  the 
reduction  of  Canada.  After  this  he  retired  to  private  life, 
which  heenjoycil  until  the  difiiiadties  which  preceded  the  ia.v- 
olution  eall-:.d  Idm  to  take  a leading  position  in  the  greut 
struggle  for  liberty.  In  1760  he  was  elected  to  the  ass(!mLly, 
and  during  the  e;.ntinuance  of  the  colonial  government  was  a 
faitnful  advocate  of  the  wishes  of  his  constituents  of  SutToik 
county  for  the  picservation  of  “their  freedom  and  the  coui- 
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mand  over  their  own  purses.”  Col.  Woodhiill  was  at  the 
head  of  tlie  delegation  from  Suffolk  county  in  the  first  pro- 
( vincial  congress  Avhich  met  in  New  York  May  22,  1775,  and 

I on  the  28th  of  August  following  Avas  elected  president  of  that 

1 body.  He  likewise  retained  the  same  position  in  the  provin- 

I cial  congress  of  1776.  The  congress  of  1775  re-organized  the 

I militia  of  the  colony  and  appointed  Col.  Woodhull  brigadier 

I general  of  the  brigade  which  was  formed  of  the  militia  of  Suf- 

folk and  Queens  counties.  On  the  10th  of  August,  1776,  Gen. 
Woodhull  left  his  seat  in  the  provincial  congress  or  conven- 
tion— then  in  session  at  White  Plains — to  take  an  actiye  part 
in  the  military  operations  which  were  then  being  commenced 
; upon  and  about  Long  Island.  While  waiting  at  Jamaica  for 
reinforcements  to  assist  in  collecting  and  driving  eastward  the 
I cattle  on  the  Avestern  part  of  the  island,  bo  as  to  secure  them* 

I beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy,  and  further  delaying  a re- 

I treat,  in  the  hope  of  receiving  instructions  from  the  conven- 

f 

j tion,  he  was  overtaken  by  a party  of  British  troops  on  the 

j 28th  of  August,  and  made  prisoner,  at  the  same  time  being 

: subjected  to  such  barbarous  treatment  at  the  hands  of  his  cap- 

j tors  that  he  died  from  the  effects  of  his  wounds  on  the  20th  of 

I the  folloAving  month. 

I Several  other  members  of  these  ancient  and  illustrious  fam- 

ilies are  Avorthy  of  notice,  but  as  biograx>hy  is  not  an  object  in 
this  article  Ave  muat  forbear. 

At  ii  meetii'.g  of  tlie  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  this 
toAvn,  June  8,  1775,  called  by  the  prosx)ects  of  political  trou- 
bles then  immiivmt,  a “committee  of  observation,”  consisting 
of  sixteen  ijersons,  was  elected  to  act  for  the  toAvn  in  the  i)ro- 
spe>  ti  vc  deliberations  on  political  matters.  According  to  in- 
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struction  this  committee  met  to  organize  at  Coram  on  the 
27th  of  June,  the  following  members  being  present : John 
Woodhull,  Thomas  Helme,  John  Kobinson,  Thomas  Fanning, 
Lieut.  Win.  Brewster,  Noah  Hallock,  Joseph  Brown,  John 
Woodhull,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Roe,  Jr.,  Capt.  Jona.  Baker,  Daniel 
Roe,  Samuel  Thompson  of  Manor  St.  George,  Wm.  Smith 
and  Jonah  Hulse  of  the  Moriches  Patentship,  and  Capt. 
Josiah  Smith.  John  Woodhull  was  chosen  chairman  and 
Samuel  Thompson  clerk,  and  the  following  resolutions  were 
passed : 

“ That  we  express  our  loyalty  to  His  Majesty,  King  George 
III,  and  acknowledge  him  as  our  rightful  lord  and  sovereign.” 

“That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  the  several 
Acts  passed  in  the  British  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a revenue  in  America;  also  the  Acts  for  stopping  the 
.Porfof  Boston;  for  altering  their  charter  and  government; 
for  establishing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  abolishing 
the  equituble  system  of  English  laws  and  erecting  in  their 
stead  French  Despotic  Government  in  Canada  ; as  also  tlie 
Act  for  restraining  the  New  England  fishery  ; and  further  de- 
claring they  have  power  to  make  laws  binding  on  us  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  are  contrary  to  the  constitution  and  subver- 
sive of  our  legal  rights  as  English  freemen  and  British  sub- 
jects. ” 

“ That  we  will  use  our  utmost  endeavor  strictly  to  adhere 
to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Honorable  Continental  Congress, 
and  to  comi)ly  with  the  injunctions  of  our  Provincial  Conven- 
tion, Avhich  (under  God)  we  hope  is  the  most  effectual  means 
to  obtain  redress  of  our  present  grievances,  and  save  us  from 
impending  ruin.” 

“We  do  uiuiiiimouslij  make  this  our  apology  to  the  re- 
spectable public  and  to  our  several  Congresses,  ihat  we  Isave 
come  so  late  into  tlie  Ooiigressional  measures,  and  liope  a 
vc-il  may  be  east  over  our  past  conduct ; for  our  reiui^.s- 
nesfi  was  not  ior  want  of  patriotic  spirit,  but  because  op.pa;.i- 
tion  ran  so  high  in  some  parts  of  this  town,  which  arose,  we 
verily  believe,  from  want  of  better  information.” 

“It  is  una’ciinously  resolved,  that  we  will  keep  a strict 
watch  that  no  provisions  be  transported  from  the  bounds  oi 
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our  constituents,  so  as  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies.” 

“Ordered,  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  printed 
by  John  Holt.” 

The  early  organization,  the  customs,  and  regulations  of 
this  town  resembled  in  most  respects  those  of  other  English 
towns  on  the  island  ; though  there  appears  to  have  been  less 
of  that  strict  Puritanism  and  systematic  unity  manifested  in 
tlie  acts  of  its  settlers  than  the  history  of  some  of  the  eastern 
towns  exhibits. 

In  1703  the  trustees  of  the  town  passed  a regulation  pre- 
scribing the  order  in  which  the  inhabitants  should  be  seated 
in  the  church.  It  appears  that  at  that  time  the  salary  of  the 
minister  was  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions  from  the 
inhabitants,  though  the  management  of  church  affairs  Avas 
under  the  care  of  the  people  in  their  political  capacity. 
Grants  of  land  Avere  sonudiines  made  by  the  proprietors 
to  ministers  in  consideration  of  their  services.  During  the 
first  years  of  the  settlement  a house  Avas  erected  Avhich  served 
both  as  a place  for  holding  toAvn  meetings  and  a house  of 
worship. 

The  first  settlements  Avere  made  along  the  north  side,  and 
most  of  the  lands  being  divided  among  the  proprietors  in 
long  lots  extending  from  the  north  side  to  the  middle  of  the 
island,  tradition  says  that  as  the  strength  of  the  colony  in- 
creased by  the  maturity  of  the  younger  inhabitants,  the 
paternal  settlers  adopted  the  custom  of  establishing  their  sons 
upon  tiie  south  end  of  their  respective  lots.  If  this  be  true  it 
is  probable  . hat  ilic  ^.ettlenients  along  the  middle  country  road 
Avere  m'lde  or  l.egiiii  not  long  after  those  on  the  north  side. 
Another  tradition.  iLat  settlement  Avas  commenced  in  the 
mid  'i  of  the  lOAvn  al)out  the  year  1700  ; the  rambling,  dis- 
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connected  manner  in  which  this  section  of  country  is  settled  ; 
the  evidences  of  antiquity  discernible  here  ; and  the  apparent 
fact  that  but  little  natural  inducement  for  settlement  could 
have  existed  ; all  seem  to  agree  in  pointing  towards  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  tradition. 

Stony  Brook,  on  the  border  of  Smithtown  is  a village  of 
700  inhabitants,  on  the  east  side  of  Stony  Brook  Harbor,  in 
the  northwest  part  of  the  town.  The  locality  was  called 
by  the  Indians  Wopowog,  and  from  the  immense  quantities 
of  shells  found  in  the  neighborhood,  is  supposed  to  have  been 
a favorite  place  of  residence  with  the  natives.  It  is  on  the 
line  of  the  Smithtown  and  Port  Jefferson  Bailroad,  and  also 
has  a good  harbor,  from  which  a considerable  coasting  trade 
is  carried  on.  Ship-building  is  eng.aged  in  to  some  extent, 
and  a new  set  of  marine  railways  have  recently  been  laid 
down  for  the  accommodation  of  repairs.  Large  quantities  of 
cordwood  have  been  shipped  from  this  port  during  years  past. 
An  ancient  mill  site  is  situated  on  a small  stream  of  water 
Avhich  empties  intc  the  harbor  at  this  point.  The  vilhige 
lines  a single  street,  about  a mile  and  a half  in  length  and 
running  an  average  direction  of  north  and  south. 

A few-  elegant  residenc:'s  have  recently  been  fitted  up  by 
the  heirs  of  the  late  Jonas  Smith,  who  was  a wealthy  ship 
owner  of  this  place.  The  village  contains  two  flourisLing 
distiict  sduiols,  one  in  the  northern  part  and  the  other  in  the 
southern  part,  two  hotels,  one  of  which,  however,  is  at  pres- 
ent closed  10  that  purpose  and  occupied  as  a tenement  liortse, 
liv^e  stores,  and  a number  of  work-shoi5S.  The  manufacture 
of  pianos  was  carried  on  some  years  ago  by  C.  S.  Si  ainny. 
Two  docks  extend  into  the  harbor  from  the  lower  part  or  the 
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village,  and  a line  of  packets  communicate  with  New  York. 
The  “flats”  of  this  harbor  abound  with  that  species  of  shell- 
fish known  as  soft,  or  long  clams.  A few  years  ago  a company 
embarked  here  in  the  enterprise  of  desiccating  these  bi- valves 
and  condensing  them  by  a process  Avhich  would  warrant  the 
preservation  of  their  good  qualities  for  a number  of  years. 
This  enterprise  has  been  discontinued.  A Methodist  church 
stands  on  the  high  ground  in  the  northeast  part.  The  build- 
ing is  of  handsome  proportions,  and  was  erected  in  bshO  A 
former  one  was  built  in  1817,  which  was  sold  and  converted 
into  a dwelling  about  the  time  the  new  one  was  placed 
in  its  stead.  Stony  Brook  Division,  S.  of  T.,  meets  in  the 
basement  of  this  church,  and  hiis  a membership  of  111. 
A weekly  newspaper,  the  Independent  Press  was  started  in 
this  villago  by  H.  klarkham,  in  18G5.  It  was  moved  to  Port 
Jefl'orson  in  1808,  where  it  is  still  continued. 

The  surface  in  this  neighborhood  is  hilly,  some  of  it  con- 
siderably elevated,  and  largely  occupied  by  farms.  Almut  a 
mile  east  of  Stony  Brook  the  colored  people  have  a small 
meeting-house  called  “Bethel”  church.  Crane  Neck  Point 
is  a huge  shoulder  of  land  projecting  three  miles  into  the 
sound,  forming  the  eastern  shore  of  the  cove  call(?d  Smith- 
town  Bay,  from  the  eastern  part  of  which  Stony  Brook  Har- 
bor projects  i ill  and.  Slicrawoug  avas  a name  given  by  tRo 
Indians  to  a locality  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor.  Crans 
IS:«;ek  and  Old  Field  together  form  one  “neck  ” or  peninsula, 
the  former  name  being  commonly  applied  to  the  western  part, 
and  the  latter  to  the  eastern  part.  Large  quantities  of  gravel 
are  taken  from  tire  beach  at  Crane  Neck  and  shipped  to  Nev,r 
Yoric  and  other  cities,  where  it  is  used  in  furnaces  for  melting 
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iron,  in  laying  gravel  roofs,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  sand- 
paper and  glass.  Fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  tons  are  taken 
from  here  during  the  season,  which  usually  lasts  from  the 
first  of  May  to  the  first  of  October.  Vessels  are  “ laid  on  ” 
and  the  gravel,  after  being  screened  is  run  on  board  in  hand 
barrows.  The  gravel  is  worth  $1  ‘ a ton,  on  board  here,  and 
brings  $2.50  a ton  in  New  York.  Flax  Pond  Bay,  on  the 
sound  shore,  near  the  western  extremity  of  this  peninsula, 
was  formerly  disconnected  from  the  sound,  and  contained 
fresh  water.  It  was  used  by  the  early  inhabitants  as  a place 
for  rotting  flax,  from  which  circumstance  it  derives  its  name. 
It  lies  in  the  middle  of  a swampy  valley.  Soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century  a connection  Avas 
effected  between  the  water  of  this  pond  and  the  sound,  after 
Avliich  the  water  V)ccame  sidt,  as  also  the  grass  on  the  meadows 
adjoining. 

Setauket,  the  first  settlement  in  the  toAvn,  and  for  many 
years  the  “ seat  of  government,”  lies  near  the  head  of  Setauket 
Harbor  about  four  miles  northeast  of  Stony  Brook,  and  two 
miles  from  the  sound.  The  village  is  scattered  over  a large 
extent  of  territory,  including  a number  of  tributary  settle- 
ments. It  comprises  tAvo  principal  centers,  one  called  Se- 
tauket, or  “up  toAvn,”  and  the  other  East  Setauket,  eacii 
containing  a post-oilice,  two  or  three  stores,  and  a feAV  shops, 
The  formei  is  located  about  the  head  of  Conscience  Bay, 
otheiAvise  Old  Field  Bay,  and  the  latter,  one  mile  east  at  il.e 
head  of  Setauket  Harbor.  A considerable  part  of  the  western 
settlement  is  built  upon  the  banks  of  a mill  pond,  on  i 
little  stream  whicli  discharges  into  the  head  of  tlie  bay,  A. 
mill  was  built  upon  tins  stream  about  the  middle  of  the  last 
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century.  Another  site,  a little  lower  down  is  still  occupied. 
Before  any  mills  had  been  erected  in  this  town  the  people 
were  in  the  habit  of  shipping  their  grain  across  the  sound  to 
bo  made  into  flour.  The  first  mill  was  established  in  1(J90, 
upon  a small  stream  at  the  head  of  the  harbor  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  village.  This  was  abandoned  about  a huiidred 
years  ago,  and  nearly  all  traces  of  the  dam  and  even  the 
stream  are  now  almost  obliterated.  A highway  crosses  where 
the  pond  once  was,  and  a number  of  buildings  are  located 
upon  it,  A swamp  and  a little  brook  remain. 

The  first  settlement  is  supiDosed  to  have  been  made  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  “Green.”  This  is  an  oiDen  field,  or 
common,  containing  perhaps  an  acre  of  ground,  located 
between  the  two  main  centers,  before  mentioned,  and  set 
apart  at  a very  early  period  for  public  purposes.  The  i^riin- 
itive  settlement  was  for  some  time  called  Ashford,  and  the 
harbor  Cromwell  Bay.  .The  settlement,  as  we  have  pre- 
viously stated  was  commenced  here  in  1655, 

When  the  band  of  Puritan  forefathers  whose  names  are 
preserved  as  the  first  settlers  of  this  town  commenced  to 
set  the  machinery  of  cizilizatlon  in  motion  here,  one  of  the 
first  things  they  did  was  to  build  a house  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  their  town  meetings,  and  the  worship  of  God.  In 
those  days  the  highest  law  (humanly  speaking)  was  the  voice 
of  the  people,  and  they  frequently  assembled  to  consider  and 
adopt  measures  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
little  colony.  Manifesting  their  faith  by  their  works,  I hey 
freexuently  evinced  in  their  public  acts,  a wholesome  regerd 
for  that  higlier  ilian  Imman  law  — the  law  of  God.  Tor 
BCVoial  years  before  the  settlemeat  of  a minister  in  this  eon- 
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gregation  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Eburne.  Feb.  2,  1671,  the  people  resolved  to  build  a meet- 
ing-house. The  resolution  was  very  soon  carried  into  effect, 
and  a building  twenty-eight  feet  square  was  erected  on  a site 
adjoining  the  “Green.”  This  stood  until  a new  one  was 
erected  on  or  near  the  same  spot,  in  the  year  1715.  This 
church  was  standing  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  and  wasj 
then  ajipropriated  to  military  uses  by  the  British  soldiers 
who  had  taken  possession  of  it.  More  fortunate  than  some 
other  Presbyterian  churches  of  that  period,  however,  it  was 
allowed  to  remain  standing,  and  though  considerably 
damaged  it  was  with  some  repairs  continued  in  use  until  the 
year  1811,  when  it  was  removed  to  make  room  for  the  pres- 
ent one.  This,  a rather  commodious  structure,  was  com- 
menced immediately  after,  and  dedicated  May  21,  1812.  It 
stands  upon  the  east  side  of  the  “ Green,”  in  the  old  burying 
ground. 

This  burial  place  was  no  doubt  the  first  established  in  the 
town.  August  9th,  1714,  Col.  Bichard  Floyd,  “in  considera- 
tion of  his  good  affection  and  desire  to  advance  the  public 
interest  of  the  town,  did  freely  and  voluntarily  give,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  a public  burying-place,  half  an  acre  of  land, 
to  be  laid  out  of  his  home  lot,  adjoining  the  old  burial-jdace  ; 
the  inhabitants  and  their  heirs  maintaining  the  fence  adjoin- 
ing the  hind  given  by  the  said  Floyd.”  Since  then  additions 
hace  I leen  iruiuo  to  it,  so  that  now  it  contains  several  acres  of 
ground  and  a great  many  graves,  among  wdiich,  the  most 
conspictions  aiioicjit  ones  are  those  of  early  members  of  the 
Floyd  and  ’WoodliuH  hunilies.  Over  two  of  these  (graves  of 
the  c.n  tj  Floyds)  monumental  tables  have  been  placed.  They 
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stand  a few  feet  apart,  and  it  is  said  the  grave  of  the  original 
Eicliard  Floyd  was  made  between  them,  but  during  the 
revolution  the  British  soldiers  who  were  quartered  hero 
leveled  the  grave,  pulled  up  the  head  stone  and  laid  it  across 
from  one  table  to  the  other,  and  used  the  arrangement  with  a 
fire  under  side,  for  cooking  and  baking.  One  of  the  oldest 
stones  in  this  ground,  that  bears  a legible  inscription  contains 
the  following,  — “ Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  William  Jayne,  born 
(at  Bristol  Eng.)  Jan’ry  ye  25th,  1618,  Dec’d  March  ye  24th, 
1714,  JE  96.”  This  is  verbatim,  but  in  the  original  “ye”  s 
the  e is  placed  over  the  y,  in  the  true  old  fashioned  style.  In 
another  part  of  the  ground,  within  an  enclosure  of  iron 
fence,  stands  the  monument  erected  a few  years  since  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  J onas  Smith  of  Stony  Brook.  This  mon- 
ument is  of  a coarse  gray  material,  and  is  about  twenty  feet 
in  height  and  four  feet  square  at  the  base.  One  of  the  highly 
polished  faces  of  the  die  contains  the  following  simple  inscrip- 
tion : — “Jonas  Smith,  Born,  July- 9,  1794;  Died,  Oct.  23, 
1867.” 

On  the  northwest  border  of  the  “Green”  stands  Caroline 
Episcopal  church,  the  first  church  of  that  denomination 
erected  on  the  island.  The  building  is  remarkably  well 
preserved,  considering  its  great  age,  having  stood  here  more 
than  a hundred  arxd  forty  years.  It  was  built  in  the  year 
1730,  and  has  been  several  times  repaired.  In  1734,  the 
town  gave  to  this  church  a piece  of  ground  surrounding  ir, 
for  a burial-place  or  church  yard.  That  yard  is  now  well 
filled  with  graves. 

On  the  centre  of  the  “Green”  stands  a district  school 
In  c.-w-  of  moderate  size  and  very  neat  appearance,  recently 
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built  to  replace  an  old  one  which  stood  near  the  same  spot. 
An  old  building,  used  as  an  arsenal  in  the  days  when  militia 
“ trainings”  were  in  x^ractice,  was  torn  away  several  years  ago. 

Across  the  fields,  perhaps  a quarter  of  a mile  eastward 
from  the  Presbyterian  church,  stands  the  old  parsonage 
house,  in  a quiet  retreat  near  the  harbor.  This  was  built 
according  to  the  record  of  the  order,  “upon  the  land  that 
was  Goodman  Moger’s,”  and  also  set  apart  “to  remain  a 
parsonage  house  to  perpetuity.”  To  this  Mr.  Prime,  Avriting 
nearly  thirty  years  ago,  rather  jocosely  adds,  “ and  its  pres^ 
ent  aspect  affords  conclusive  evidence,  that  hitherto  the  vote 
has  been  maintained.  ” During  the  past  year  the  old  house 
has  been  relieved  from  further  duty  as  a parsonage,  and  a 
new  one  built  on  the  road  near  the.  church. 

A handsome  Methodist  Ex)iscopal  church,  located  nearly 
half  Avay  between  the  two  village  centres,  Avas  built  in  1870. 
A small  chax^el,  erected  upon  this  site  in  1843,  was  formerly 
used  as  a house  of  worship  by  this  society. 

A large  brick  building,  say  forty  by  one  hundred  feet,  and 
four  stories  high,  stands  on  a hill  near  this  church.  It  was 
built  about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  for  several  years  occupied  sis 
a piano  manufactory  by  Robert  Nunns.  It  now  stands  idle. 

The  village  of  Setauket  covers  an  area  of  about  two  milet 
square,  and  contains  a x)ox>ulation  of  about  fourteen  hundred 
Thepeoxfie  are  engaged  in  farming,  ship-building,  and  “going 
to  sea.”  The  surface  of  the  country  is  hilly,  and  the  s..il 
inodevateiy  fertile.  Some  fine  farms  are  situated  in  tlie 
A'icimty.  Sliip-bnihling  is  carried  on  to  considerable  extent 
on  the  harbor  near  East  Setauket.  The  largest  vessel  ev  r 
built  here  was  the  shix^  Adorna,  of  seventeen  hundred  tons 
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capacity,  launched  from  the  yard  of  David  Bayles  in  1870. 
A handsome  two  story  school  house  stands  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  village.  It  was  built  in  the  year  1866,  and  is  a credita- 
ble institution ; representing  with  good  effect  the  enter^^rise 
and  intelligence  of  the  people.  Tffe  school  numbers  one 
hundred  and  fifty  scholars,  and  emi)loys  three  teachers.  A 
Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  was  organized  in  this 
village  in  1868.  It  now  reports  a membership  of  sixty-six. 

A weekly  newspaper  called  the  Long  Island  Star,  was  es- 
tablished here,  in  1866,  by  James  S.  Evans,  Jr.  During  its 
palmy  days  it  enjoyed  a liberal  support,  and  was  remarkably 
successful.  In  1869  it  was  moved  to  Port  J efferson,  and  in 
1870  across  the  island  to  Patchogue,  where  after  a few  issues 
it  ceased  to  twinkle. 

Nassakeag,  modernly  called  South  Setauket,  is  a locality  in 
the  neighborhood  of  a swamp,  two  miles  south  of  the  western 
centre  of  this  village.  A “Free  Christian”  church  was 
erected  here  in  1869,  and  the  society  established  through  the 
efforts  of  Pev.  Ephraim  Hallock  who  has  ever  since  supplied 
the  pulpit. 

Norwood  is  a hamlet  of  less  than  half  a dozen  houses,  about 
two  miles  south  of  East  Setauket. 

The  settlement  of  Old  Field  consists  of  about  twenty-five 
houses  scaitererl  along  a road  which  leads  from  the  west 
side  of  the  luili-poiid  sit  Setauket,  north  and  east,  a distance 
of  thee  miles.  This  road  opens  through  a section  of  beauti- 
ful  inrming  laiid,  which  lies  between  the  northwest  shore  of 
Conscience  Bay  and  the  Sound.  On  Old  Field  Point,  culied 
by  the  Indnma  Cometico,  being  the  northernmost  extreiinty 
•I  hiio  peninsula,  a light-house  was  built  in  1823.  It  eosi 
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$3,500  ; was  re-fitted  in  1855  ; has  a white  tower,  thirty-four 
feet  high  ; lens  of  the  fourth  order  ; and  gives  a fixed  light  at 
an  elevation  of  sixty-seven  feet  above  water  level,  visible 
thirteen  miles  distant.  Ship-building  was  carried  on  several 
years  ago  upon  the  western  shore  of  Conscience  Bay. 

BetAveen  this  bay  and  Setauket  Harbor  lies  Strong’s  Neck, 
formerly  called  Little  Neck,  and  by  the  Indians  Minasseroke. 
It  is  connected  with  the  neighboring  land  by  a low  isthmus 
on  the  southwest  part,  sometimes  flooded  by  the  tide.  This 
beautiful  peninsula  contains  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
the  principal  part  of  which  is  improved.  It  is  supposed  that 
here  was  the  royal  seat  and  a favorite  residence  of  the  Setal- 
cott  Indians.  This  neck  was  purchased  of  the  town  proprie- 
tors by  Col.  William  Smith,  Oct.  22,  168G,  and  afterward 
included  iu  his  patent  for  St.  George’s  Manor.  It  now 
belongs  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Hon.  Selah  B.  Strong,  one 
of  his  descendants. 

Dyer’s  Neck,  called  by  the  Indians  Poquott,  lies  between 
Setauket  and  Port  Jeflerson  Harbors.  These  harbors  and 
Conscience  Bay  have  a common  entrance  from  the  Sound. 

Nestling  cosily  in  the  bottom  of  a deep  valley.  Port  Jefifer- 
son  appears  to  the  vision  of  a traveler  as  a little  world  of  busy 
life  all  hid  aAvay  by  itself  among  the  rugged  hills  that  sur- 
round it.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  century 
it  has  groAvn  from  a little  hamlet  of  less  than  half  a dozen 
houses  to  a village  of  about  two  thousand  inhabitants,  and  is 
to-day  Olio  of  the  most  important  centres  of  trade  in  Suffolk 
Ccuinty.  In  soim^  parts  of  our  country  it  is  true,  villages  hav'o 
sprung  up  in  the  prmutive  wilderness  to  like  proportions  in 
a yaai  or  tuc,  hiiL  such  mushroom  productions  are  ahvuy  ' 
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stimulated  by  some  great  excitement  or  peculiar  inducement 
not  found  here.  Few  villages  without  natural  or  artificial 
stimulus  have  made  greater  progress  during  the  last  half  a 
century  than  this.  It  lies  at  the  head  of  a beautiful  harbor, 
two  miles  east  of  Setauket,  and  at  the  present  eastern  termi- 
nus of  the  Smitlitown  and  Port  Jefferson  Railroad.  The 
Indian  name  of  the  locality  was  Souwassett,  which  was  at  an 
early  period  set  aside  for  the  characteristic  title  of  Drowned 
Meadow.  The  natural  condition  of  the  site  was  unfavorable 
for  building  upon,  being  composed  mainly  of  salt  marshes 
overflowed  by  the  tide,  and  steejr  hill-sides.  Perseverance 
and  hard  labor,  however,  have  accomplished  much  toward 
improving  the  situation,  by  digging  down  the  hills  and  filling 
up  tlie  marshes.  Still  the  greater  hills  remain,  as  they  ever 
must,  to  give  a tint  of  romance  and  wild  beauty  to  the  sur- 
rounding scenery.  In  the  matter  of  the  size,  beauty,  and 
grandeur  of  its  encompassing  hills.  Port  J efferson  can  liardly 
be  placed  in  the  shade  of  any  village  on  the  island.  From 
some  points  nearly  the  whole  village  can  be  seen  at  a glance, 
the  buildings  on  the  opposite  hill-side  rising  step  by  step 
above  each  other,  like  the  side  of  a huge  amphitheatre.  The 
business  of  the  village  is  confined  to  the  low  ground,  the 
elevated  portions  being  occupied  by  dwellings.  Some  of 
these  are  of  tasty  design,  and  display  considerable  architeci- 
ural  grace.  Thera  are  three  main  avenues  of  travel  leading 
into  the  jilaoe  , one  from  each  of  the  three  land-ward  sides. 
The  one  from  the  south  forms  the  main  street  of  the  village. 
This  and  n'ost  of  iim  other  streets  are  narrow  and  crooked.  T]  le 
Inurbor  is  one  of  tiis  finest  on  the  Long  Island  coast,  thougi.! 
is  ts  ,•  matter  of  regret  that  this  remark  cannot  include  its 
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entrance.  Appropriations  from  Congress  have  been  made  to 
the  amount  of  $30,000,  for  the  improvement  of  this  entrance, 
and  the  work  of  building  a break-water  to  protect  it  from  be- 
ing obstructed  by  drifting  sand  or  gravel,  has  been  commenced. 
The  completion  of  this  work  i§  looked  forward  to  as  the 
“good  time  coming”  for  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
place.  Regular  lines  of  packets  make  communication  with 
New  York  City,  and  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Several  attempts 
have  been  made  to  establish  steamboat  connection  with  New 
York,  but  these  enterprises,  generally  after  brief  existence, 
have  been  abandoned.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  after 
the  completion  of  improvements  around  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor  they  will  be  resumed,  and  may  be  made  permanently 
successful.  A steam  ferry,  making  two  round  trips  daily 
between  this  place  and  Bridgeport,  has  been  in  operation  two 
seasons.  Land  communication  with  the  outside  world  was 
formerly  eflected  by  stage  lines  connecting  mth  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  at  Wave'ly  Station,  ten  miles  distant.  The 
railroad  extension  to  this  place,  which  was  put  in  operation 
last  January  [1873]  is  greeted  by  the  traveling  public  as  a 
much  desired  relief  from  the  tedious  stage  routes  of  the  past. 

Ship-building  was  commenced  here  in  1797  by  Capt.  John 
Wilsie.  At  that  time  there  were  only  five  houses  within  iho 
present  limits  of  the  village.  It  was  then,  and  for  several 
years  after,  inip-^rtant  only  as  a landing  from  wdiicli  cord-wood 
v;as  taken  by  llie  small  sloo'ps  which  frequented  the  sound,  to 
the  New  York  market.  By  the  year  1812  the  number  cf 
houses  had  hiCreased  to  nineteen.  During  the  war  of  ilLat 
year  and  the  two  or  three  succeeding  years,  the  shipping  of 
tlu.-3 1. arbor  was  harassed  and  considerably  damaged  by  the 


TOWN  OP  BBOOKHAVEN. 


245 


British  cruisers  which  sailed  up  and  down  the  sound.  A small 
fortification  was  erected  near  the  northern  extremity  of  Dyer’s 
Neck,  overlooking  the  west  side  of  the  harbor,  and  this  was 
mounted  with  a single  gun  capable  of  throwing  a 32-pound 
ball.  On  one  occasion  seven  sloops  were  taken  from  the  har- 
bor under  cover  of  night,  by  two  English  frigates,  the 
“ Indemnity  ” and  the  “Parmoon.”  In  working  them  out 
of  the  harbor  one  of  the  sloops  ran  aground  on  the  “flats,” 
and  was  set  fire  to  and  burned  to  the  water’s  edge.  The 
others,  or  at  least  most  of  them  were  afterward  ransomed  by 
their  respective  owners. 

About  the  year  1836  the  progress  of  this  village  received  a 
fresh  impetus,  and  the  ship-building  enterprise  was  pushed 
forward  with  greater  energy.  The  present  name,  Port  Jeffer- 
son was  adopted,  and  the  foundations  of  future  prosperity 
were  established.  Among  the  names  that  are  held  in  pleasant 
remembrance  in  connection  with  the  history  of  that  period, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  is  that  of  Capt.  William  L.  Jones, 
to  whose  zealous  and  well-directed  efforts  for  the  promotion 
of  its  interests  the  place  is  much  indebted. 

As  we  have  already  intimated  the  chief  support  of  this 
village  is  its  ship-building.  This  enterprise  is  carried  on 
more  extensively  than  it  is  in  any  other  port  on  the  Long 
Island  shore.  Tnere  are  seven  yards  in  which  vessels  of  large 
size  are  built,  and  these  are  almost  constantly  occuijied.  Also 
seven  sets  of  marine  railways  are  employed  for  hauling-oui; 
vessels  to  bo  ro-bailt,  repaired,  or  painted.  About  tAvo  hun- 
dred men  are  at  the  present  time  employed  in  this  inclustr;y 
and  its  accessor;y  branches.  One  of  the  largest  vessels  ca  er 
bviih  i.ere  Avas  the  bark  Nomad,  of  about  seven  hundred  toiis, 
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launched  in  the  year  1872,  from  the  yard  of  James  M.  Bayles 
& Son. 

Besides  the  support  which  this  village  derives  from  the 
ship-building  interest,  it  is  an  important  commercial  centre, 
conveniently  situated  in  the  midst  of  a large  district  of  smaller 
villages  and  agricultural  hamlets.  ' It  contains  about  twenty 
stores,  including  several  dealing  in  specialties  of  drugs  and 
medicines,  boots  and  shoes,  dry  goods,  clothing,  and  grocer- 
ies, also  a large  quota  of  the  various  shops  and  offices  usually 
found  in  a flourishing  country  village. 

In  the  centre  of  the  village,  on  opposite  sides  of  “Hotel 
Square,  ” stand  the  two  principal  hotels, — the  Port  Jefferson 
Hotel  and  the  Townsend  House.  A small  part  of  the  latter 
house  is  said  to  be  nearly  two  hundred  years  old,  having  once 
been  occupied  by  members  of  the  Roe  family  who  were  among 
the  early  inhabitants  of  the  neighborhood.  Though  its 
ownership  has  passed  out  of  the  original  name,  it  has  ever 
since  been  held  by  descendants  of  that  family. 

The  celebrated  carriage  factory  of  E.  Tuthill,  located  in 
this  village,  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  promi- 
nent institutions.  Mr.  Tuthill  started  the  business  here  in 
the  year  1855,  with  a capital  of  about  $150,  besides  an  ordi- 
nary out-fit  of  tools  with  which  to  carry  on  the  trade.  From 
that  very  modest  beginning  the  business  has  been  graduali]^ 
increased  until  it  iiovv  ranks  among  the  principal  manufactar- 
ing  cstablisliinents  on  the  island.  Fifteen  to  twenty  skilled 
workmen  are  constantly  employed  in  the  various  departments, 
and  the  annual  sales  of  work  amount  to  more  than  thiny 
thousand  dollars.  Specimens  of  carriages  from  this  sliOp 
have  repeatedly  mkeu  the  highest  premiums  at  the  agriciil* 


TOWN  OP  BROOKHAVEN. 


247 


ural  fairs  of  this  county  and  Queens,  and  have  invariably 
taken  the  palm  over  all  others  wherever  exhibited.  In  some 
instances  they  have  been  brought  into  competition  with  those 
of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  manufacturers.  Among  the  varie- 
ties of  work  done  here  may  be  mentioned  photograjjh  cars, 
farm  wagons,  stages,  elegant  hearses,  coaches,  phaetons,  bug- 
gies, skeletons,  and  numberless  other  styles  of  vehicle  which 
from  ignorance  of  technical  names  we  are  unable  to  specify. 

Among  the  other  important  manufacturing  enterprises  of 
the  village  are  the  Suwasset  Steam  Flouring  Mills,  a steam 
moulding  and  planing  mill,  and  a pum23  and  block  manufac- 
tory, the  machinery  of  which  is  driven  by  the  tide  as  it  Hows 
in  and  out  upon  the  meadow  at  the  head  of  the  harbor. 

Two  wharves  j)roject  into  the  water  from  the  northern  part 
of  the  village,  and  another  from  the  neighborhood  of  a small 
tributary  settlement  uiaon  the  western  shore  of  the  harber. 

A Methodist  Ej^iscopal  church,  the  first  liouse  of  worship  in 
the  village,  stands  in  the  eastern  part,  on  Thomjjson  Street. 
It  was  erected  in  1836.  Its  site  is  about  to  be  changed. 

The  Baptist  church  was  built  in  the  year  1855,  by  a Congre- 
gational society,  and  was  jiurchased  by  the  present  denomina- 
tion in  1861.  It  occupies  a pleasant  location  in  a central  part 
of  the  village,  looking  down  “ Hotel  Square.” 

A Presbyterian  church  was  erected  on  the  west  side  of 
Main  Street  in  1854,  which  until  within  a few  years  jjast  was 
coiujected  in  its  ministerial  service  with  the  old  church  at 
Setanket, 

Idle  Public  School  of  this  i^lace  ranks  among  the  foremost 
of  educational  instil  utions  in  Suliblk  County.  It  occrqhes 
i vo  builclijigSj  adjoining  each  other.  The  smaller  one  oi 
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these  formerly  accommodated  the  whole  school,  but  in  1863 
the  necessity  for  more  room  having  become  so  great,  the  larger 
one,  a spacious  building  of  two  high  stories  was  added.  The 
school  employs  four  teachers,  and  has  an  attendance  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  scholars. 

The  Independent  Press,  a seven-column  weekly  newspaper, 
first  started  at  Stony  Brook  on  a smaller  scale,  was  moved  to 
this  village  in  July,  1868,  and  is  stiU  published  here  by  EL 
Markham,  its  founder. 

The  Long  Island  Star,  whose  exictence  commenced  at 
Setauket  and  ended  at  Patchogue,  was  published  in  this  vil- 
lage from  July  1869,  to  August  1870. 

Our  Own,  a monthly  sheet  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
order  of  Sons  of  Temperance,  was  published  here  a few 
mouths  in  1870. 

The  Long  Island  Leader,  a handsome  nine-column  weekly, 
was  started  here  April  12th,  1873,  by  W.  A.  Overton,  Jr.,  and 
its  eminent  success  thus  far  gives  promise  of  a prosperous 
future. 

Port  Jefferson  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  one  ot 
the  largest  and  most  prosperous  in  the  county,  numbers  about 
two  hundred  members  in  “good  and  regular  standing.”  Tt 
has  a large  and  well  furnished  room,  over  the  store  of  J.  M.  & 
G.  F.  Bayles,  at  tlio  foot  of  Main  Street. 

Suffolk  l odge,  F.  k A.  M.,  was  first  instituted  at  Smitli- 
tovn,  in  1797.  It  was  re-organized  at  Port  Jefferson  in  l&oG, 
and  mnnbei‘3  about  one  hundred  and  forty  members. 

On  the  west  siile  of  the  harbor,  ranged  along  the  side  iiiii 
whi  dt  rises  abnipily  trom  the  line  of  high  water,  is  a detached 
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wing  of  the  village  known  as  the  West  Side.  Two  ship-yards 
and  a wharf  are  located  in  this  vicinity. 

“Brick  Kiln”  is  a tract  of  waste  land,  rising  and  extending 
back  from  the  salt  meadows  that  skirt  the  west  side  of  the  vil- 
lage. Here  is  an  inexhaustible  mine  of  clay,  upon  which 
several  attempts  have  been  made  to  utilize  it,  but  without 
permanent  success.  The  clay  has  the  appearance  of  being  a 
very  fine  article,  and  no  doubt  Avhen  it  is  applied  to  the  use 
for  which  it  is,  best  adapted,  whatever  that  may  be,  it  AviU 
prove  a source  of  considerable  profit  to  its  owners. 

“Mittyville”  is  a local  name  given  to  a small  settlement  about 
half  way  up  the  hill  on  the  road  running  soutli  from  the 
village.  It  occupies  a comjiaratively  level  step,  and  takes  its 
name  from  an  eccentric  old  lady  who  was  one  of  its  first 
inhabitants. 

Cumsewogue  is  a farming  district  upon  the  high  level  plain 
about  a mile  south  of  the  village  centre.  The  railroad  de^mt 
is  located  here,  and  the  vicinity  is  rapidly  improving.  It  con- 
tains several  handsome  residences. 

In  this  locality  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery  occupies  one  of  the 
highest  elevations  in  the  whole  region.  This  “silent  city” 
was  established  in  1859,  and  considering  the  short  time  it  has 
had  for  growth  and  improvement  presents  a fine  appearance. 
It  occupies  a little  more  tlian  thirteen  acres  and  has  many 
Avell  kept  ouriai  plats,  and  several  handsome  monumeiits. 
Tlic  first  grave  made  here  was  that  of  Mrs.  Hulse,  Avifc  of 
Cl-iarles  L.  Hr.lsc.  The  shaft  of  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
monuments  in  this  cemetery,  a fluted  cylinder,  is  said  to  iiave 
once  done  duty  as  a pillar  in  the  front  of  Barnum’s  Museum 
.IruMing  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Ann  titrect,  Kew 
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York.  The  summit  of  the  hill  in  the  midst  of  this  cemetery 
commands  a most  beautiful  and  extended  prospect  of  the  ad- 
joining landscape.  Looking  northward,  below  you  lies  the 
village  of  Port  Jefferson  with  its  hundreds  of  busy  meclianics 
whose  lively  hammer-chorus  echoes  through  these  grand  old 
hills  from  morning  till  night;  just  beyond,  the  harbor  with  its 
shipping  is  spread  out  before  you;  and  still  further  the  blue 
waters  of  the  sound,  dotted  here  and  there  with  a sail,  stretches 
far  and  wide,  until  it  is  relieved  by  the  rugged  outline  of  the 
Connecticut  shore  in  the  hazy  distance.  On  your  left  the 
green  fields,  the  farm-houses,  and  the  churches  of  Setauket 
relieve  the  monotony  of  rolling  woodland.  On  your  right  the 
line  of  broken  cliffs  which  form  the  northern  shore  of  the  island 
stretches  away  to  the  east  as  far  as  the  eye  can  follow. 
Behind  yo\i  the  locomotive  bellows  and  vomits  smoke  and 
cinders  as  it  glides  along  its  iron  trail  in  the  foreground, 
while  further  on  the  level  iffain  dotted  with  houses  and  clear- 
ings loses  itself  in  the  background.  This  picture  is  too  full  of 
beauty  to  admit  of  anything  like  a just  description  with  pen 
and  ink.  To  be  appreciated  it  must  be  seen,  and  is  well 
worth  turning  aside  for.  It  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  admira- 
tion and  delight  of  the  beholder. 

Mount  Misery  is  the  name  given  to  that  peninsula  whick 
lies  between  tlie  harbors  of  Port  Jefferson  and  Mt.  iSin.ii, 
The  surface  is  elevated  and  considerably  broken.  IMucli  ot 
the  soil  good,  and  the  timber  abundant  and  thrifty.  d tu 
greater  part  of  this  peninsula  is  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
3.  Strong,  Lsq.,  ancestor  of  the  late  Hon.  Selah  B.  Stiong  of 
Setauket.  kJaioh  of  the  land  is  covered  with  timber.  th-.L- 
V ood  is  tiia  local  name  of  the  estate. 
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Mount  Sinai,  formerly  called  Old  Man’s,  is  a scattered 
settlement  near  the  head  of  a harbor  bearing  the  same  name, 
about  three  miles  east  of  Port  Jefferson.  It  contains  three 
small  stores,  a windmill,  two  churches,  a handsome  district 
school  building,  erected  two  years  since,  and  a x^opulation 
of  280.  Rocks  are  abundant  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the 
surface  is  extremely  ragged  and  broken.  Its  jjresent  name 
is  a very  appropriate  one.  A jDerson  might  with  some  show 
of  reason  sujipose  that  the  mighty  convulsions  which  troubled 
the  ancient  Mount  when  Moses  received  the  Commandments 
from  the  hand  of  the  great  Lawgiver,  had  at  some  time  in  the 
past  visited  this  its  modern  namesake,  in  a similar  manner. 
The  former  name,  “Old  Man’s,”  is  said  to  have  originated  in 
the  circumstance  that  many  years  ago,  in  the  early  stage  of 
the  settlement,  a small  house  was  fitted  ui>  and  keiit  by  an 
old  man  for  the  accommodation  of  travelers  who  happened 
to  be  delayed  in  the  vicinity  by  night  or  storm  or  fatigue. 
The  guests  of  the  little  inn  when  asked  where  they  stopjied 
would  rexffy  ; “With  the  old  man;”  a^id  from  that,  tradition 
says,  came  the  name  of  the  locality.  Its  Indian  name  was 
Nonowantuck. 

The  harbor  is  shoal,  and  is  frequented  only  by  vessels  of 
the  smaller  class.  An  artificial  channel  extends  across  it  from 
the  entrance.  fehi]>  building  has  been  carried  on  here  in  a 
small  way.  Large  iracts  of  meadow  adjoining,  and  numer- 
ous small  islands  in  the  harbor  are  covered  with  salt  gi-ass. 
Immense  quautitijs  of  clams  are  dug  from  the  extensive  flats 
of  this  harbor,  and  taken  by  the  cargo,  to  markets  akng  the 
Connecticut  shore  besides  sui3 plying  the  wants  of  the  neigl; 
bo  . 1 iind  interior  villages  of  this  town.  Scallojjs,  fish,  and 
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eels  are  also  among  the  products  of  the  harbor.  From  the 
great  quantities  of  shells  found  upon  its  banks  it  is  supposed 
that  the  neighborhood  was  once  thickly  poi^ulated  by  the 
Indians. 

The  first  church  in  this  neighborhood  was  erected  about 
the  year  1720.  It  appears  to  have  been  occupied  for  sev- 
eral years  as  a branch  or  mission  station  connected  with  the 
original  church  at  Setauket.  A distinct  organization,  under 
the  care  of  the  Suffolk  Presbytery  was  formed  here  Sept,  3,  | 

17G0,  under  the  pastoral  administration  ‘ of  the  Rev,  Ezra  | 
Reeve,  who  had  been  ordained  and  stationed  over  this  con-  | 
gregation  Oct.  10,  1759,  The  continuance  of  this  minister  j 
extended  to  Oct,  25,  1763,  after  which  the  organization  here  | 
lost  its  original  form,  and  Dec,  23,  1789  the  “first  Congrega-  1 
tional  church  of  Brookhaven”  was  organized  in  its  place.  In  i 

1805  the  old  church  was  pulled  down  and  a new  and  larger  | 

one  erected  on  the  same  site,  which  is  still  standing.  This 
is  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  settlement,  upon  a pleas- 
ant elevation  overlooking  the  harbor  and  sound.  An  ancient 
grave-yard  lies  near  it.  j 

A small  Methodist  church,  erected  in  1843,  stands  near  the 
central  part  of  the  village,  on  the  road  leading  to  the  harbor.  j 
Miller’s  Place,  a compact  settlement  of  thirty-five  houses,  j 

is  located  on  the  sound  shore  about  two  miles  east  of  Mouid  i 

I 

Sinai.  It  enjoys  a delightful  location  upon  a level  plum,  - 

elevetod  fifty  feet  or  more  above  the  level  of  tide  water,  and  ^ 

is  wiilhd  one  of  the  most  beautiful  villages  along  the  noith 

si;,lf3.  Its  residences,  farm-houses,  and  cottages  have  a lod-  i 

■1 

form  appeaiaiicc  of  neatness  and  unostentatious  beauty.  The  f 

.tilwmeut  \\vs  in  1671  Ahtkew  Miller,  sou  : 
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of  Jolin  Miller,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Easthampton.  It  has  a 
small  store  and  post-office.  An  academy  was  erected  in 
1834  which  has  enjoyed  an  average  degree  of  prosperity.  In 
church  relations,  as  well  as  other  matters,  the  people  of  this 
village  are  intimately  connected  with  those  of  Mount  Sinai. 
A “landing”  on  the  sound  near  this  place  facilitates  the  trans- 
portation  of  cordwood  to  distant  markets. 

Rocky  Point  is  a thinly  populated  region  lying  along  the 
north  side,  from  two  to  four  miles  further  east.  It  has  a 
small  store,  a district  school,  and  about  twenty  dwelling 
houses.  A post-office  has  recently  been  established.  Largo 
quantities  of  cordwood  are  shipped  from  a “lauding”  on  the 
sound  shore  at  this  point,  and  manure  and  other  freights 
returned.  The  surface  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  sound 
is  considerably  brok  n,  but  further  inland  it  becomes  level 
and  elevated,  affording  favorable  sites  for  convenient  farms. 
A Congregational  lecture  room  stands  in  the  central  j)art  of 
the  neighborhood,  on  the  road  to  the  “landing.” 

Woodville,  sometimes  called  Swezey’s  Landing,  is  a more 
compact  hamlet  on  the  sound  shore,  two  miles  further  east, 
and  about  the  same  distance  from  the  eastern  line  of  the 
town.  It  has  long  been  an  important  depot  for  the  expor- 
tation of  cordwood. 

It  may  be  proper  to  insert  here  the  explanation  that  the 
landings  which  occur  so  frequently  along  the  sound  shore 
of  this  towii,  as  well  as  on  the  shores  of  some  of  the  bays  i.a 
other  parts  of  the  island,  are  simply  convenient  places  where 
the  smaller  class  of  sloops  and  schooners,  by  which  the  w ots/i 
freighting  is  chiehy  carried  on,  may  run  ashore  at  high  water 
O'*  to  use  the  common  expression,  “lay  on,”  so  as  to  receiv  ; 
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or  deliver  tlieir  cargo  by  the  aid  of  wagons  driven  rlongside 
as  soon  as  the  tide  falls  sufficiently  to  admit  of  it. 

A small  part  of  the  village  of  Wading  Biver  lies  in  the 
extreme  northeast  corner  of  this  town.  Settlement  is  sup- 
posed to  have  commenced  in  this  neighborhood  at  a very 
early  period,  as  it  was  voted  at  a,  town-meeting  held  Nov. 
17th,  1671,  “that  there  shall  be  a village  at  the  Wading 
River,  or  thereabouts,  of  eight  families,  or  eight  men,  to 
have  accommodation  as  the  place  will  afford.”  As  the 
principal  part  of  the  village  lies  within  the  township  of 
Riverhead  it  will  bo  noticed  in  that  connection. 

Striking  inland  from  this  point  and  following  the  to^vn 
line  southward  across  the  great  wooded  plain,  we  pass  a 
succession  of  swamps  and  ijonds  the  largest  of  which  are 
Long  Pond,  Sandy  Pond,  and  Grass  Pond,  the  last  one 
lying  near  the  augle  formed  by  the  eastward  projection  of 
the  south  half  of  this  town,  about  five  miles  inland  from  tlio 
sound.  The  Peconic  River  has  its  source  in  this  neighbor- 
hood, and  running  eastward  forms  the  dividing  line  between 
this  town  and  Riverhead,  on  the  north  of  the  i^rojection  just 
spoken  of,  which  extends  a distance  of  about  five  miles 
beyond  the  north  half  of  the  town. 

ManorviUe,  so  named  from  having  once  been  included  in 
Col.  Smith’s  patent  of  “St.  George’s  Manor,”  occupies  a 
considerable  p it  of  this  extension,  and  lies  centrally  upon 
the  Long  Island  Railroad,  sixty-five  miles  from  New  York, 
an<l  at  Ibe  junction  of  the  Sag  Harbor  Branch  with  the 
main  line.  The  inhabitants,  numbering  nearly  five  hundi-ed, 
are  scattered  o\or  a tract  of  country  three  or  four  miles 
square.  The  viciniiy  abounds  with  swamps  and  smaU  streaius 
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from  which  circumstance  it  is  sometimes  called  Brookfield. 
Singular  as  it  may  apj>ear  in  reference  to  this  fact,  the  face  of 
the  country  is  nearly  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of  tide-water,  and 
the  soil  generally  inclined  to  be  sandy.  There  is  however  a 
considerable  j^roportion  of  good  farming  land  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. A great  portion  of  the  region  is  still  covered  with 
forest  growth,  and  the  cutting  and  hauling  of  cordwood 
constitutes  an  important  industry  of  the  people.  The  light, 
free  soil  of  this  locality  is  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  small  fruits  and  garden  vegetables,  to  which  branches  some 
attention  is  paid.  Peaches,  svrawberries  and  blackberries  are 
cultivated  with  success. 

The  principal  center  of  the  place  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  railroad  depot,  and  from  this,  diverging  roads  lead  in 
difierent  directions  to  the  scattering  vicinages  Avhich  lie 
round  about.  This  central  point  contains  a hotel,  three 
stores,  a churdi,  the  railway  depot  buildings,  and  a few 
shops.  The  manufacture  of  brick  was  commenced  here  a few 
years  ago,  but  has  been  abandoned.  The  church,  belonging 
to  the  Methodist  Protestant  denomination,  was  built  at 
Moriches  in  1840,  and  moved  hither  in  1868.  A Presby- 
terian church  standing  nearly  two  miles  soutliAvest  from  this 
point,  was  built  in  1839.  This  was  the  first  house  of  worship 
established  in  the  locality,  and  for  several  years  before  its 
erection  public  worship  had  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Juimilian 
Ilubinsofi,  (flii-oug'h  whose  efibrts  the  church  was  orgajjizod) 
in  Ills  o^7n  hoTise. 

Wampmissic  is  the  Indian  name  of  an  extensive  swaiup 
lying  near  the  rrdlroad,  about  three  miles  west  of  Manor 
btatiou. 
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Yaphank,  formerly  called  Millville,  is  a village  of  three 
hundred  inhabitants  on  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  four  miles 
further  west,  and  near  the  intersection  of  the  Connecticut 
River.  The  County  Alms  House  occupies  a pleasant  site 
near  the  railroad  depot.  The  principal  part  of  the  village 
lies  along  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  extending  northwest 
about  two  miles.  It  contains  three  churches,  two  grist-mills, 
a lumber  yard,  two  stores  and  a number  of  mechanic  shops. 
The  district  school-house,  a neat  octagon,  with  an  observatory 
on  top,  stands  on  an  open  lot  in  the  center-  of  the  village. 
The  mills  are  located  on  the  stream,  about  a mile  apart,  and 
have  been  established  near  a hundred  years,  the  lower  one 
longer.  A woolen  factory  stands  upon  the  lower  dam,  but 
for  many  years  it  has  not  been  in  operation.  More  than  half 
a century  ago  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  establish 
a saw-mill  at  a point  called  Oosunk,  about  half  a mile  below. 
An  ancient  “fulling  mill,”  an  accessory  of  the  “homespun” 
age,  once  stood  on  the  same  stream  at  a point  where  it  passes 
through  a range  of  hills  which  extends  across  the  northern 
outskirts  of  the  village.  Nothing  appertaining  to  the  mill 
is  left  but  a part  of  the  broken  dam. 

The  principal  street  of  the  village  lies  along  the  river-side 
between  the  two  mills.  The  people  are  mostly  farmers  and 
mechanics.  Tlie  name  Yaphank,  sometimes  spelled  Yamp- 
hanke,  is  of  Iiulian  extraction,  and  was  by  the  natives  applied 
to  a sm all  tributary  wLich  Hows  into  the  Connecticut  River 
some  I'our  miles  below  here. 

St.  Andrew's  Fretestant  Episcopal  church,  a neat  little 
building  in  the  southeastern  part,  was  erected  in  1853.  A 
Baptist  oliiuch,  located  near  the  school,  was  built  in  1854  ; 
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dedicated  July  4th  of  that  year.  It  has  recently  been  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  society  disorganized.  A Presbyterian 
church  stands  a little  further  up,  on  the  same  street.  It  was 
built  as  a chapel  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Middletown,  in 
1852,  in  which  connection  it  remained  until  Oct.  18,  1871, 
when  a separate  church  was  organized  here. 

The  Suffolk  County  Alms  House  stands  within  sight  of  the 
railroad  depot,  a short  distance  northwest.  It  is  located  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  about  seventy  of 
which  is  cleared  and  under  a good  system  of  cultivation. 
The  land  is  level,  and  of  excellent  quality.  This  farm  was 
purchased  in  1870,  for  $12,700.  It  lies  in  a square  body,  and 
the  cleared  portions  are  fenced  in  a good,  substantial  manner. 
A small  hxrm-house  and  large  barns,  which  were  on  the 
premises  when  they  were  purchased  by  the  county,  still 
remain  in  use.  The  Alms  House  is  a handsome  and  commo- 
dious structure,  standing  near  the  centre  of  the  cleared  fields. 
It  consists  of  a main  building,  three  stories  high,  35x90  feet, 
with  a wing  40x80  feet  and  two  stories  high  on  each  side, 
making  a total  length,  on  the  southern  front,  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety-five  feet.  A basement  extends  under  the  whole 
building.  The  first  floor  is  divided  into  nineteen  large 
rooms,  the  second  floor  into  twenty-seven  rooms,  and 
the  third  floor  of  the  center  building  into  four  rooms. 
An  observatory,  from  which  an  extended  prospect  of  the 
environs  may  be  gained,  is  reached  by  a flight  of  steps  from 
tlie  gairet  of  tliis.  The  open  garrets  contain  three  iurge 
walvji'- tanks,  from  which  tlie  house  is  suiqilied.  These  tajiks 
are  made  of-  sheet-iron,  each  having  a capacity  of  about  three 
tliovisand  giillons.  Water  may  be  led  into  them  from  [ho 
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roof  of  the  building,  or  pumped  up  from  a driven  well  in 
the  basement.  From  the  main  entrance  to  the  building, 
a vestibule  extends  back  to  a hall-way  which  runs  east  and 
west  through  the  middle  of  the  house,  and  from  this  hall-way 
doors  open  into  all  tho  rooms  on  the  main  floor.  The  main 
stairway  in  the  vestibule,  and  two  other 'liights  from  the  long 
jjassage,  lead  to  a similar  hall-way  on  the  second  floor,  run- 
ning east  and  west  through  the  middle  of  the  house  and 
communicating  with  the  rooms  on  that  floor.  Another  flight 
of  stairs  from  the  rear,  leads  to  a north  and  south  passage 
which  opens  to  the  north  from  the  long  passage,  in  the  center 
building,  and  communicates  with  a number  of  rooms 
intended  for  the  confinement  of  that  class  of  lunatics  who  are 
not  fierce  enough  to  require  the  more  solid  walls  of  the  base- 
ment cells.  These  long  passage's  are  divided  by  partitions 
across  them,  so  that  tho  inmates  in  one  end  of  the  house  may 
be  separated  from  those  in  the  other  end.  The  eastern  half 
is  occupied  by  the  females,  and  the  western  half  by  the  males, 
each  having  separate  stairways  and  exit  doors  ; leading  to 
their  respective  yards  in  the  rear.  The  front  part  of  the 
center  building,  both  on  the  first  and  second  floors,  is 
occupied  by  the  Superintendents’  rooms  and  the  Overseer’s 
private  apartments.  The  rear  of  the  center  building  contains 
the  kitchen  and  laundry,  while  the  dining  rooms  occupy  the 
rear  of  the  wings.  A steam  cooking  ap^jaratus  in  the  kitchen 
has  a capMcity  sullicient  to  cook  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Xjersons.  Tlie  basement  contains  the  engine  room,  coal  room, 
clotlies  drying  room,  three  storage  rooms,  workshop,  and 
seven  cells  for  the  conhnement  of  rabid  or  dangerous  lunatics. 
Gdie  whcle  house  is  warmed  by  steam,  pipes  connecting  with 
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Ihe  boilers  in  the  west  end  of  tlie  basement  ninnin"  tbrongb 
every  room  and  returning.  A five-horse-power  engine  feeds 
the  boilers,  and  pumps  Avater  from  a driven  well  for  use  in 
the  kitchen  and  laundry,  or  to  supply  the  tanks  in  the  garrets. 
Coils  of  hose  are  kept  in  the  halls  always  ready  to  be  con- 
nected Avith  the  tanks,  to  be  used  in  case  of  lire  in  any  part 
of  the  building.  The  clothes  drying  room  is  heated  to  in- 
tensity, by  a series  of  steam  pipes,  sufficient  to  dry  a change 
of  wet  clothes  in  fifteen  minutes.  The  cost  of  the  entire 
heating  aj^paratus  was  eleven  thousand  dollars.  The  neces- 
sary managers  of  the  house,  whose  time  is  employed  in  keep- 
ing all  the  departments  in  order,  are  the  overseer,  assistant 
overseer,  matron,  assistant  matron,  and  engineer.  The 
physician  of  the  house  is  employed  by  the  year,  and  is 
required  to  make  frequent  calls.  He  has  a prescription 
room,  stored  with  drugs  and  medicines,  on  the  second  floor. 
The  Avashiiig,  ironing,  cleaning,  and  other  work  of  the  house 
is  done  by  the  inmates.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made 
to  give  employment  to  those  who  happen  to  have  trades,  and 
are  able  to  work  a part  of  the  time.  In  the  Avork-shop  in  the 
basement  a few  are  employed  at  times  at  basket  making  and 
coo])ering,  and  some  very  nice  specimens  of  tubs,  pails  and 
baskets  are  manufactured.  Odd  jobs  of  carpenter  Avork  about 
the  house  arc  done  by  the  same  means,  and  thus  a considera- 
ble expense  to  the  county  is  saved.  Those  of  the  men  who 
arc  a])le  to  stand  it  are  kept  part  of  the  time  at  work  out  of 
doors,  and  in  this  Avay  the  farm  is  run  on  an  economical  basis. 
In  fact,  the  Avhole  management  of  the  house  and  farvc  is 
conducted  v;ith  a vieAV  to  economy,  at  the  same  time  pre- 
sei’ving  in  the  largest  jjossible  degree  the  health  and  comfcii 
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of  the  inmates.  The  house  is  large  enough  to  afford  room  for 
five  hundred  subjects,  though  the  apartments  now  are  too 
large  to  admit  of  accommodating  that  number  in  a suitable 
manner.  The  average  number  of  inmates  thus  far  ranges 
about  one  hundred,  and  the  cost  of  materials  to  feed  and 
clothe  them  will  average  about  ninety-five  cents  a week  for 
each  one.  An  inspection  of  the  store-rooms  connected  with 
the  kitchen  will  satisfy  any  one  that  the  fare  is  equal,  if  not 
superior,  in  quality  to  that  obtained  by  the  average  of  Ameri- 
cans. A Charities  Aid  Society,  composed  of  benevolent  indi- 
viduals from  different  parts  of  the  county,  has  recently  been 
organized  in  connection  with  this  institution,  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  it  and  keeping  an  oversight  upon  its  management 
and  assisting  in  caring  for  and  ministering  to  the  wants  of  its 
inmates.  Among  oilier  things,  it  is  the  object  of  this  auxil- 
ary organization  to  secure  occasional  religious  services  in  the 
house,  to  be  conducted  by  volunteers  from  neighboring 
churches  as  often  as  their  other  duties  will  allow  them  to  attend. 
A large  room  on  the  third  floor  of  the  main  building  is  appro- 
priated to  that  use.  The  grounds  about  the  building  have 
been  tastefuUy  laid  out,  and  planted  with  ornamental  and 
ruit  trees.  The  whole  cost  of  the  establishment,  including 
the  farm  and  all  the  improvements,  was  about  seventy  thoii- 
and  dollars.  The  house  was  erected  in  1871,  and  the  poor 
from  some  of  the  towns  w^ere  moved  into  it  during  the  latter 
part  or  that  year.  Tire  building  committee,  appointed  by 
the  board  of  Supervisors  to  superintend  its  construction, 
were  Wm.  R.  Post,  of  Southampton  ; L.  B.  Smith,  of  Smith- 
town  ; and  P . H Overton,  of  Southold.  The  architect  v/as 
Cluo  kis  Hallett,  of  Piiverhead  ; and  the  builders  were  the 
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Randall  Bros.,  of  Green  Point.  The  present  Overseer  is 
John  Lowden,  of  Amity ville,  and  the  Superintendents  of  the 
County  Poor,  who  have  general  charge  of  the  institution, 
Stephen  R.  Williams,  of  AmityviUe  ; Edward  L.  Gerard,  of 
Yaphank  ; and  E.  Hampton  Miilford  of  Orient. 

Stages  connect  at  Yaphank  Station,  for  Moriches  seven  miles 
southeast,  and  Middle  Island,  five  miles  northwest. 

Bellport  Station  on  the  railroad,  two  and  a half  miles  west 
of  here,  is  a hamlet  of  about  half  a dozen  houses,  in  the 
midst  of  a level  plain,  which  as  yet  is  covered  with  forest  and 
scrub-growth.  It  was  formerly  an  important  point  of  rail- 
road communication  for  the  village  of  Bellport  four  miles 
south. 

Medford  on  the  same  line,  two  and  a half  miles  further 
west,  is  a railroad  station  in  the  middle  of  the  woods.  Stage 
lines  from  Patchogue  on  the  south,  and  Coram,  Selden,  Port 
Jefferson,  Mt.  Sinai  and  Millers  Place  on  the  north,  connect 
here. 

Middle  Island,  located  as  its  name  implies,  near  the  geo- 
graphical centre  of  the  island,  is  a thinly  settled  farming 
district,  covering  an  area  of  three  miles  square  or  more,  and 
containing  a population  of  about  three  hundred.  It  lies  on 
the  middle  Country  Road  in  the  center  of  this  town,  and  has 
two  churches,  two  district  schools  and  two  stores.  The  face 
of  the  country  m this  vicinity  is  undulating,  and  the  soil  for 
the  most;  part  rather  light.  Extensive  beds  of  clay  lie  under- 
neath, and  some  of  these  were  formerly  worked  in  a small 
way  for  Innck  making  A range  of  hills  extending 

through  tlie  town  from  east  to  west  forms  the  southern 
border.  The  Oonneoticut  River  rises  near  the  Country  Road^ 
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and  flowing  an  average  course  a little  east  of  south,  empties 
into  the  Great  South  Bay  nine  miles  distant.  A number  of 
ponds,  surrounded  by  low  hills,  and  having  no  connection  or 
outlets,  lie  about  the  vicinity.  To  the  largest  one  of  these, 
once  called  Glover’s  Pond,  the  name  Artist  Lake  has  lately 
been  given.  This  beautiful  sheet  of  water  lies  beside  the 
Country  Road  in  the  eastern  part,  and  mthin  a few  years 
past  considerable  improvements  have  been  made  upon  the 
adjoining  property  by  parties  from  the  city.  Tlie  name 
Artist  Lake,  was  suggested  by  the  circumstance  that  some  of 
the  new  settlers  followed  the  profession  of  picture  painting. 
A few  houses  scattered  about  the  shores  of  two  smaller  ponds, 
lying  near  each  other,  in  the  northwest  part,  are  included  in 
the  hamlet  of  Swezeytown. 

The  first  Presbyterian  church  was  built,  on  the  Country 
Road,  in  1706.  It  stood  until  a new  one  was  built  on  the  same 
site  in  1837.  This  remains  at  the  present  time.  The  name 
Middletown  is  frequently  used  with  reference  to  the  parish  of 
this  church.  A public  burying-ground  was  establ  shed  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  road  about  the  time  the  first  church 
was  built.  Union  Cemetery,  containing  five  acres,  adjoins 
this  on  the  south  and  west.  It  Avas  opened  for  burial  in  18(37, 
and  as  yet  but  little  improvement  has  been  made  upon  it. 

A Methodist  Episcopal  church  Avas  erected  in  1811,  aboni:  a 
quarter  of  a iniU,  Av^est  of  this.  It  was  removed  to  Corain  in 
1858.  Allot Uer  clmrcli  of  the  same  denomination  AVas  built 
in  the  soutliei.si:  part  of  the  Aucinity,  two  miles  distant,  in  3 SCO. 

RiLlgeville  is  a scattered  settlement  of  a dozen  houses,  about 
throe  miles  east  of  Middle  Island,  in  the  midst  of  an  exten- 
sive tract  of  Avoodland.  A handsome  school-house,  conn 
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pleted  in  December  last,  [1872]  is  also  used  as  a house  for 
public  worship,  and  is  occupied  as  a mission  station  of  the 
parish  of  Middletown.  Long^vood,  the  residence  of  Hon. 
Wm.  Sidney  Smith,  and  once  a i^art  of  Col.  Smith’s 
patent  of  1693,  lies  just  south  of  here. 

Ooram,  the  most  ancient  settlement  in  the  interior  of  this 
town,  lies  along  the  Country  Eoad  two  miles  west  of  Middle 
Island.  It  contains  a population  of  about  two  hundred,  and 
has  a church,  a school  and  a store.  The  soil  generally  is 
light,  and  though  it  may  appear  to  the  superficial  observer 
as  scarcely  more  than  worthless  sand,  much  of  it  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  growth  of  specialties  such  as  locust  timber, 
small  fruits  and  melons,  »for  the  production  of  which  this 
region  has  long  been  noted.  Extensive  swamps  lie  in  the 
vicinity,  and  immense  beds  of  clay  are  found  but  a few  feet 
below  the  surface,  some  of  which  have  been  explored  to  the 
depth  of  forty  feet  without  striking  through  them.  Coram 
Pond  is  a small  body  of  water  lying  in  the  bottom  of  a deej) 
basin,  and  receiving  a little  rivulet  which  drains  an  3levated 
swamp  a quarter  of  a mile  away.  The  name  of  this  place, 
sometimes  spelled  Cor?^m  is  said  to  have  been  given  in  honor 
of  one  of  the  native  Indian  chiefs  in  whose  jurisdiction  the 
territory  lay. 

The  town  poor-house  was  established  here  in  1817,  upon  a 
small  farm  winch  was  purchased  at  a cost  of  $900,  and  con- 
tin  nod  in  That  use  until  the  annual  towm  meeting  of  1872, 
when,  the  inmates  having  been  .removed  to  the  new  county 
poor-house,  it  was  sold.  Previous  to  the  occupancy  of  riie 
town  poor  house,  It  was  customary  for  the  Overseers  to  let 
ouc  the  keeping  of  the  poor  dependents  upon  town  charity, 
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to  whoever  would  agree  to  keep  them  from  starving  at  the 
lowest  price. 

For  more  than  three  quarters  of  a century  the  public 
meetings  of  the  town  have  been  held  in  this  place.  During 
the  revolution  a number  of  exciting  events  took  place  here. 
Petty  skirmishes  and  robberies  were-  of  frequent  occurence. 
At  one  time  a magazine  of  about  300  tons  of  hay,  which  had 
been  collected  by  the  British  troops,  was  burned  by  a party 
of  “rebels.” 

A Baptist  church  was  erected  here  in  1747.  This  was  the 
first,  and  for  several  years  the  only  church  of  that  denomi- 
nation in  the  county.  The  organization  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  well  sustained.  The  building  was  sold  in  1847, 
and  moved  to  Port  Jefferson,  where  its  materials  were  used 
in  the  construction  of  a tenement  house.  A Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  originullv  built  at  Middle  Island,  was  taken 
down  and  moved  hither  in  1858.  It  occupies  the  same  site 
on  which  the  old  Baptist  meeting-house  stood.  An  ancient 
burying  ground  is  situated  near  it. 

Coram  HiUs  is  a hamlet  of  sixteen  houses  and  a district 
school,  located  in  the  “hill  country”  two  miles  southeast  of 
here,  on  the  road  to  Yaphauk. 

Following  the  country  road  west  from  Coram,  we  pass  over 
one  of  the  “everlasting”  hills,  and  enter  Selden,  formerly 
called  Westfielil.  Its  present  name  was  given  in  honor  of  a 
gentleman  of  the  legal  profession  avIio  j)roposed  to  do  some- 
thing “handsome”  for  the  place  but  never  did  it.  The  vil- 
lage occupies  two  Tillies  on  the  country  road,  and  contains  a 
district  suhooh  a church,  and  150  inhabitants.  The  people 
are  engaged  to  considerable  extent  in  the  cultivation  of  small 
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fruits,  melons,  vegetables  and  garden  seeds,  and  the  propa- 
gation of  sweet  potato  and  other  garden  plants.  The  church 
spoken  of  was  built  in  1857,  and  has  been  occupied  most  of  the 
time  as  a Presbyterian  chapel.  A society  of  that  denomination 
was  organized  in  connection  with  it,  Aug.  11,  1868. 

New  Village,  sometimes  called  West  Middle  Island,  is  a 
farming  district  extending  along  the  country  road  from  Sel- 
den  to  the  western  border  of  the  town,  a distance  of  about 
four  miles.  It  includes  a population  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  has  a district  school  and  a church,  The  latter  was 
built  in  1812,  and  was  originally  intended  as  a union 
meeting-house.  It  has  been  occupied  jDrincipally  by  a Con- 
gregational society,  which  was  organized  in  1815.  It  stands 
in  a grave-yard  beside  the  country  road. 

At  the  tin^e  the  Long  Island  Hailroad  was  in  process  of  con- 
struction a route  was  surveyed  running  through  this  section 
a short  distance  below  the  country  road,  and  this  being  con- 
sidered the  most  convenient  one,  ground  was  broken  upon 
it  here,  and  a smart  piece  of  the  road  graded,  before  t’  le  route 
was  changed  to  the  present  site,  three  miles  further  south. 
A huge  embankment  thus  formed  may  still  be  seen  in  this 
vicinity. 

Lake  Grove,  formerly  Ronkonkoma  or  Lakeville,  is  a pleas- 
ant settlement  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  two 
miles  soutliw  esi  of  the  place  last  noticed,  and  near  the  angle 
of  the  towMi  line  formed  by  the  advance  of  Islip  upon  tlie 
southern  part.  It  has  a large  district  school,  and  three 
churches.  Several  gentlemen  doing  business  in  the  city  have 
made  tiiis  iocniity  tlioir  country  residence.  Brick-making  ia 
carried  on  to  some  extent. 
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Lake  Ronkoiikoma,  in  tliis  neighborhood,  on  the  line  of 
Brookhaven,  IsHid  and  Smithtown,  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  beautiful  sheets  of  fresh  water  on  the  island.  The  lake 
is  about  three  miles  in  circumference,  and  lies  some  twenty 
feet  below  the  average  surface  of  the  neighboring  land.  It 
is  surrounded  by  a beach  of  lohite  sand  from  which  peculiarity 
it  is  said  the  Indian  name  it  bears  was  derived.  The  water  is 
remarkably  clear,  of  great  depth,  and  abounds  with  tish  of 
different  varieties.  In  the  olden  time  the  neighborhood  of 
this  lake  was  a favorite  resort  for  the  huntsman,  frequented  as  it 
was  by  great  numbers  of  deer.  It  is  now  a popular  retreat  for 
pleasure-seekers  and  pic-nic  parties  from  the  neighboring 
villages.  Thousands  annually  visit  its  shores,  for  recreation 
and  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  its  scenery.  Its  banks  are 
shaded  by  a belt  of  sturdy  oalcs,  which  gTew  “from  little 
acorns”  many  long  years  ago.  Several  fine  groves  in  the 
vicinity  are  used  for  camp-meetings,  mass-meetings,  celebra- 
tions and  other  public  gatherings  of  a religious,  political  or 
social  character. 

St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  church,  a small  but  handsome  Gothic 
structure,  built  in  1867,  stands  on  the  northeast  shore  of  the 
lake.  A Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  erected  in  1852. 
It  stands  at  the  cross-roads  near  the  school,  about  half  a mile 
northeast  of  the  other,  and  near  the  village  burying-groun  1 
It  was  enlargca  .-e.d  rebuilt  in  1868. 

A short  di‘-t;'.nce  up  the  New  Village  road  stands  a Baptist 
church,  erected  iu  i860. 

Lalceland  Suitioir  on  the  Long  Island  Railroad  lies  about 
one  mile  soiuIj  of  here,  within  the  town  of  IsLip. 
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Portion  Road  leads  from  the  lake  eastward  through  a thinly 
scattered  settlement  of  about  25  houses,  called  Parmingville  or 
Bald  Hills,  covering  a distance  of  four  miles,  and  lying  between 
this  village  and  Coram  Hills.  A neat  and  commodious  dis- 
trict school  is  located  near  the  center  of  the  neighborhood. 
The  western  part  of  the  seci-xon  is  sometimes  called  Mooney 
Pond. 

Waverly  Station  on  the  L.  I.  Ptaihoad,  near  the  northeast 
angle  of  Islip  town,  is  a compact  hamlet  of  about  fifteen 
houses,  containing  a school,  a store,  and  Holts /ille  Post-office. 
It  is  located  in  the  midst  of  a fine  level  clearing,  which  if 
improved  would  make  a beautiful  site  for  a large  village.  A 
neatly  kept  burying  ground  lies  a short  distance  west  of  the 
habitations.  Gardening  and  gi-ape  culture  have  been  com- 
menced here.  ■ 

Blue  Point  lies  in  the  extreme  southwest  corner  of  the 
town,  upon  a point  of  land  called  by  the  Indians  Manowtas- 
quott.  Namkee  Creek  an  insignificant  little  drain  of  , .vater 
running  through  a bog  marsh,  forms  the  western  boundary 
of  this  village,  as  well  as  of  the  town.  The  people  are  mostly 
farmers  and  bay-men.  The  richest  oyster  grounds  in  the 
Great  South  Bay  lie  near  this  i3lace,  and  the  name  “Blue 
Point  oysters  ” suggests  a very  popular  idea  of  excellence. 
The  village  contains  two  churches,  tAVO  stores,  a Division  of 
the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  a population  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty-one.  A A'ery  neat  district  school  house  Avas  built 
in  1871.  Kear  ti.\is,  on  the  Avest  side  of  the  principal  “lane  ’’ 
stands  the  Baptist  clmrcli.  This  Avas  built  as  a Union  or 
Congregational  cliiirch,  m 1865,  and  in  the  early  part  of  1870 
avud  i .at.sferred  to  the  present  denomination.  A Methodist 
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Episcopal  church  stands  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 
It  was  built  in  1866.  The  South  Side  Raikoad  runs  through 
the  midst  of  this  village,  and  has  a depot  at  a central  point. 

Edenvale,  a settlement  of  five  houses  upon  the  scrubby 
plain,  two  miles  north  of  here,  was  commenced  about  fifteen 
years  ago. 

Patchogue,  deriving  its  name  from  the  Pochough  tribe  of 
Indians  who  once  occupied  the  region,  is  the  largest  village 
on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  and  contains  a population  of 
about  twenty-three  hundred.  It  is  situated  on  the  Great 
South  Bay,  about  two  miles  east  of  the  town  line,  and  at  the 
present  terminus  of  the  South  Side  Railroad.  The  depot 
buildings  of  the  Comi)any,  in  the  lower  jjart  of  the  village, 
are  the  largest  and  finest  of  tlie  kind  in  the  county.  The 
south  Country  Road  forms  the  principal  street.  The  site  is 
level,  and  most  of  the  streets  are  quite  wide  and  compara- 
tively straight.  The  village  contains  four  churches,  two 
hotels,  two  cotton  factories,  two  grist-mills,  tweb  a stores, 
and  a number  of  shops  and  saloons.  The  fisheries  of  the  bay 
afford  the  principal  support  of  the  place.  Oysters,  clams, 
and  fish  are  taken  in  great  quantities  from  the  adjoining 
waters  and  sent  to  the  New  York  market.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  oyster  business  which  is  carried  on  from  this  village 
gives  employment  to  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  aiil 
it  is  probable  that  the  annual  proceeds  of  the  business, 
together  with  the  other  fisheries,  amount  in  the  aggregate  to 
more  than  a quarter  of  a million  dollars.  Prom  six  to  eight 
Itimdred  acres  of  the  neighboring  bottom  are  “planted  ” with 
oysters,  by  individuals  who  lease  the  ground  of  the  town,  r jr 
lli.,'  propagation  and  growth  of  these  bivalves.  These  ailiii- 
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cial  oyster  beds  are  supposed  to  yield  an  annual  value  of  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  or  more.  Upon  this  industrial 
foundation  principally,  this  village  has  grown  within  the 
present  century  from  an  inconsiderable  hamlet  to  its  present 
incretising  size  and  importance.  In  addition  to  this,  however, 
it  has  long  been  noted  as  a center  of  considerable  manufac- 
turing interest.  Two  streams  of  water  flow  into  the  bay, 
one  on  the  western  border  of  the  village  and  the  other  on  the 
eastern.  These  are  sufficient  to  furnish  power  for  driving  a 
large  amount  of  machinery.  Large  flour  and  grist  mills  are 
located  on  each  of  them.  On  the  west  one,  called  Patchogue 
Creek,  a paper  mill  is  situated  about  one  and  a half  miles 
back  of  the  village,  in  the  midst  of  a tributary  settlement  of 
a dozen  houses,  sometimes  called  Canaan.  The  “Union” 
Twine  Mills  are  located  on  the  same  stream,  at  the  village. 
This  manufacturing  enterprise  was  first  started  here  on  a 
small  scale  by  parties  from  Massachusetts,  afterwarf’.  con- 
ducted by  Justice  Roe,  and  about  the  year  1800  established 
on  a large  scale  by  George  Fair  of  New  York,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded by  John  Roe,  father  of  the  present  proprietor,  John 
E.  Roe*  These  were  the  third  cotton  mills  established  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  first  to  manufacture  carpet  warp  from 
cotton.  The  “Swan  River”  mills,  located  on  the  eastern 
stream,  are  under  the  same  proprietorship  and  management. 
This  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1854,  but  was  soon  aftei 
rebuilt.  Roth  these  mills  are  occupied  in  the  manufacture  of 
carpet  v.'arp  find  tv/iue,  using  about  200,000  x^ounds  of  raw 
material  annually.  During  the  last  seven  years  their  capacity 
has  hrcen  increased  one  hundred  x^er  cent.  Each  mill  contains 
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eight  hundred  spindles,  employs  fifteen  to  seventeen  hands, 
and  uses  about  thirty-six  horse-power  of  water. 

A short  distance  west  of  the  village  is  a small  stream  called 
Little  Patchogue,  on  which  a woolen  factory  containing  some 
live  hundred  sjDindles  was  formerly  located.  The  stream  is 
iipw  unoccupied.  Among  the  manufacturing  enterprises 
which  have  been  in  operation  here  in  the  past  were  an  iron 
forge,  several  tanneries,  and  a machine-shop  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  envelope  cutters.  Ship-building  is  carried 
on  along  the  shore,  but  is  mostly  confined  to  vessels  of  light 
draft,  such  as  are  used  in  the  navigation  of  the  bay.  The 
shallowness  of  the  water  forbids  launching  vessels  of  large 
size.  Owing  to  this  unfavorable  feature  of  the  bay,  there  is 
no  wharf  here,  and  vessels  are  obliged  to  lie  off  in  the  channel 
and  receive  or  diselnirgo  their  cargoes  by  means  of  “ligliters” 
which  can  run  so  near  the  shore  that  teams  may  be  driven 
into  the  water  alongside  of  them. 

Like  most  of  its  sister  villages  of  the  South  Side,  Patchogue 
enjoys  a share  of  the  patronage  of  summer  boarders  fr  jin  the 
city.  Tire  Eagle  Hotel,  a house  of  liberal  dimensions  and 
attractive  surroundings,  is  generally  filled  to  overflowing  with 
this  class  of  visitors  during  the  season. 

The  old  parish  burying-ground  lies  in  the  western  part  of 
the  village,  near  the  Patchogue  Creek  mill-iiond.  It  contains 
about  two  acres,  well  filled  with  graves.  The  most  conspicu- 
ous moxiuiaent  is  tliat  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Oliver 
'\Y.  Eice,  M.  T).,  who  died  Novemlier  12th,  1809.  The  base 
of  this  ill  on  ament  is  about  live  feet  square,  and  the  die  is 
surmounted  by  a.  iu'-avy  cross.  It  stands  within  an  Cii* 
closure  of  iron  fence,  near  the  main  street. 
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Near  this  resting  place  of  the  dead  the  first  house  of  worship 
'was  erected  in  1794.  It  belonged  jointly  to  the  four  denomi- 
nations, Congregationalist,  Methodist,  Baptist,  and  Presby- 
terian, and  each  sect  Avas  allowed  to  occupy  it  their  proportion 
of  the  time.  About  the  year  1822  the  building  was  replaced 
l>y  another  which  still  occupies  the  site,  though  for  many 
years  it  has  been  abandoned  as  a house  of  worship  and  devot- 
ed to  other  purposes.  In  1831  the  Methodists  withdrew  from 
^ the  union  and  erected  a small  church  of  their  own  near  by. 
The  other  two  denominations  having  at  that  time  become 
nearly  or  quite  extinct,  the  joint  building  passed  into  the 
possession  of  the  Congregationalists.  In  1855  the  church  at 
l^resent  occupied  by  that  denomination  was  built.  This  is  a 
handsome  building,  of  somewhat  imposing  dimensions,  and 
stands  on  Pino  Street,  a little  north  of  the  centre  of  the  vil- 
lage. The  present  INIethodist  church,  a commodious  building 
located  near  the  railroad  depot,  was  built  in  1853.  The 
former  church  built  by  that  denomination  was  sold  to  the 
Roman  Catholics,  by  whom  it  is  now  occupied.  St.  Pr  ill’s 
Episcopal  church,  standing  on  the  Main  Street  near  the  'vil- 
lage centre,  was  built  in  1843. 

The  public  school  building  of  this  'village  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  finest  in  the  county.  It  is  located  on  Ocean  Ave- 
nue, a short  distance  below  the  village  centre.  The  building 
if  three  stories  high,  and  was  erected  in  the  spring  of  1870 
at  an  expense  of  $10,700.  The  school  is  under  first-class 
management,  and  mmdjers  in  attendance  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty  scholars,  and  employs  seven  teachers. 

Brookhaven  Lodge,  No.  80,  I.  O.  of  O.E.,  was  organized 
her?  in  1847,  and  numbers  at  precsent  one  hundred  and  eight 
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members.  South  Side  Lodge,  'No.  493,  F.  & A.  M.,  was 
instituted  here  in  June,  1860.  Feb.  22,  1862,  the  building 
in  which  its  meetings  were  held  was  burned,  and  the  Lodge 
sustained  a loss  of  all  their  regalia,  furniture,  records  &c. , by 
the  fire.  The  lodge  was  re-organized  in  June  1862.  The 
membership  at  present  numbers  about  one  hundred.  Patch- 
ogue  Division,  Sons  of  Temperance,  reports  a membership  of 
one  hundred  and  seven. 

From  the  eastern  part  of  Patchogue  a continuous  settlement 
called  Union  Street,  or  East  Patchogue,  extends  along  the 
main  road  to  Bellport,  a distance  of  about  three  miles.  This 
section  is  occupied  by  farms  and  pleasant  residences.  The 
country  is  level  and  the  road  a delightful  one  to  drive  over. 

Bellport  is  a village  of  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  inhabit- 
ants, neatly  built,  and  pleasantly  located  on  the  shore  of  the 
Great  South  Bay.  It  occupies  one  of  the  most  eligible  sites 
for  a beautiful  and  prosperous  village  on  the  whole  south  side 
of  the  island.  The  neck  of  land  which  it  covers  was  called  by 
the  Indians  Accombamack,  sometimes  spelled  Occombomock. 
The  water  of  the  bay  here  is  of  sufficient  depth  to  allow 
vessels  of  considerable  size  to  come  up  to  a wharf  which  pro- 
jects from  the  foot  of  the  jmncipal  “lane.”  Lumber  and 
coal  yards  and  marine  railways  are  located  near  the  same  sjjot. 
Ship-building  lus  also  been  carried  on  here  to  some  extent. 
The  village  was  commenced  about  forty  years  ago,  and  it 
rapid  growth  for  a fev/  years  gave  fiatteiing  promises  of  future 
prosperity.  Among  the  most  prominent  leaders  in  building 
it  up  were  Tdessrs.  Thomas  and  John  Bell,  from  whom  it  de- 
rived its  Hume,  A number  of  fine  country  residences,  beaii- 
tifidiy  eituaied  amid  luxurious  surroundings  are  located  along 
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the  main  road,  and  dwellings  of  less  pretensions  are  pleas- 
antly sited  in  full  view  of  the  canvas  spangled  bay  and  the 
distant  line  of  beach  hills.  There  are  three  stores  in  the 
village.  An  academy  was  established  here  soon  after  the 
village  began  its  growth,  and  for  a time  that  building  was 
used  also  as  a place  of  worship.  As  an  educational  institution 
it  has  during  a part  of  the  time  filled  a good  measure  of  suc- 
cess, but  for  several  years  past  it  has  only  been  occuj)ied  by 
the  district  school  of  the  village.  A Presbyterian  church,  of 
handsome  proportions  and  design,  was  erected  here  in  1850. 
It  stands  on  the  main  street,  and  contains  a fine  pipe  organ. 
Bellport  Division,  Sons  of  Temperance,  was  instituted  during 
the  infancy  of  the  order,  and  has  preserved  its  existence  with 
fluctuating  prosperity  about  thirty  years.  It  now  reports 
ninety-eight  members.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
successful  temperance  organizations  in  Suflblk  County,  and 
the  happy  influence  which  it  has  wielded  among  the  people 
has  been  marked  by  good  fruits.  It  is  deserving  of  favorable 
notice  on  account  of  the  fact  that  during  an  early  jperiod  of 
its  existence  sufficient  interest  in  its  wellfare  was  inspired  to 
build  a Temperance  HaU  for  its  accommodation,  thereby 
insuring  to  the  institution  a more  substantial  and  permanent 
foundation.  This  building,  a neat,  plain  edifice,  two  stories 
in  height  and  of  comfortable  dimensions,  is  still  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  Division.  The  lower  room  was  formerly 
occupiei  as  a place  of  worship  by  a Congregational  society, 
but  that  society  having  diminished  in  strength  and  numbers,  a 
Methodist  Episcopid  church  was  formed  here  in  18^0,  and 
that  denomination  lius  since  then  occupied  the  same  room., 
It  is  .now  taking  measures  to  build  a church  of  its  own. 
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Brookhaven  Temple  of  Honor  was  instituted  at  Bellport, 
Oct.  6,  18GG,  and  also  meets  in  the  Temperance  Hall.  This 
organization  numbers  thirty  members. 

A small  settlement  of  colored  people  lies  a short  distance 
back  of  this  village,  and  a neat  little  African  church  is  cred- 
itably sustained  among  them. 

Adjoining  Bellport  on  the  east  lies  the  village  of  Brookha- 
ven, until  recently  called  Fire  Place.  It  contains  two  church- 
es, two  district  schools,  two  stores  and  a population  of  about 
four  hundred.  Immense  tracts  of  salt  meadows  skirt  the 
shore  of  the  bay  at  this  point.  A great  part  of  this  meadow- 
land  is  owned  by  farmers  of  the  interior,  many  of  whom  come 
from  eight  to  sixteen  miles  to  gather  the  hay  product  and 
haul  it  home.  The  people  of  this  village  are  mostly  farm- 
ers and  llsliermon.*  Gunning  for  wild-fowl  in  the  neighbor- 
hood is  followed  as  a source  of  profit  by  some  and  as  pastime 
by  others.  Trout-ponds  have  been  established  on  a smaU 
stream  called  Beaver  Dam  Biver  which  runs  through  the 
midst  of  the  settlement.  The  eastern  part,  sometimes  called 
the  “Neck,”  borders  on  Connecticut  Biver,  and  a dock  has 
been  constructed  here,  at  a point  which  bears  the  Indian 
name  Squassucks.  A small  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was 
built  in  this  village  in  1818,  and  in  1872  it  was  moved  to  an- 
other site  and  omarged.  It  now  presents  a handsome  appear- 
ance. A sinall  lecture-room  litted  up  about  forty  years  (igo 

=*=A  casualty,  long  to  be  remembered  ou  account  of  its  fatal  resuits,  and 
•worthy  <ot  a place  in  lii-iory,  occurred  on  the  ocean  shore  opposite  liere,  on  the 
night’ of  September  5lh,  1S13.  A party  of  eleven  men  went  from  this  placo 
across  to  tb,e  beach  to  draw  a seine  for  lisb,  and  by  some  terrible  misbai>  they 
were  al’i  thrown  into  the  sea  and  drowned.  These  men  were  William  Hose, 
Isaac  Woodrulf,  Lewis  Par.sball,  Benjamin  Brown,  Neliemiah  Hand,  J iraes 
Homan,  Cb'arlea  Llhscn,  James  Prior,  Daniel  Parshall,  lleury  Homan,  and  Jolm 
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by  a Congregational  society  is  occasionally  opened  for  relig- 
ious service.  An  Episcopal  cliiirch  has  been  built  here  dur- 
ing the  present  season.  A line  of  mail  and  express  stages 
connects  this  village  and  Bellport  with  the  South  Side  Ituil- 
road  at  Patchogue. 

Adjoining  Brookhaven  on  the  northeast,  and  centrally  dis- 
tant about  two  miles  from  it,  lies  the  hamlet  of  South  Haven, 
on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  Biver  about  three  miles  from 
its  mouth.  This  settlement  contains  about  twenty  houses,  a 
post-office,  store,  school,  church,  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  a 
moulding  and  planing  mill.  The  Suffolk  Club  House  is  a 
magnificent  building,  pleasantly  situated  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  and  surrounded  by  extensive  pleasure  grounds  bor- 
dering on  the  mill-pond.  The  first  Presbyterian  church  was 
erected  here  about  the  year  1705.  The  present  one,  standing 
near  the  bank  of  the  river,  was  built  in  1828.  About  half  way 
from  here  down  to  the  river’s  mouth  a small  tributary  to 
which  the  Indians  gave  the  name  Yamphanke  flows  into  it 
from  the  west. 

The  western  boundary  of  Col.  William  Smith’s  purchase 
followed  up  this  tributary,  and  thus  included  a tract  of  land 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut  Biver.  The  principal 
part  of  South  Haven  is  located  on  that  tract.  The  “Parish 
of  Southaven,”  as  it  was  formerly  called,  does  not  appear  to 
, have  been  include.'l  in  the  town  of  Brookhaven  until  about 
the  time  of  the  revolution. 

Ivl'astic  is  a large  peninsula  situated  between  Connecticut 
Biver  on  the  west  and  Forge  Biver  or  Mastic  Biver  on  tliC 
east,  and  containing  about  fifteen  square  miles  of  territoiy. 
It  j’U'ojects  so  far  iiito  the  bay  that  only  a narrow  strait 
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varying  in  width  from  one  quarter  to  three  quarters  of  a mile 
remains  between  it  and  the  Great  South  Beach.  It  separates 
the  Great  South  Bay  on  the  west  from  the  East  Bay  on  the 
east.  Patterquos  Creek  empties  into  the  strait  from  about 
middle  way  of  the  southern  shore.  Smith’s  Point  is  the 
southwestern  extremity,  and  Floyd’s  Point  the  southeastern. 
The  shore  is  extremely  ragged,  and  many  of  its  “necks  ” and 
localities  retain  their  aboriginal  names.  Among  these  ar» 
Poosepatuck,  Sebonock,  Necommack,  Coosputus,  Patterquos, 
Unchahoug  and  Mattemoy.  This  peninsula  is  the  southern 
part  of  that  tract  of  land,  extending  back  to  the  middle  of  the 
island,  which  was  purchased  of  the  Indians  by  Col,  Wm. 
Smith  in  1691,  and  afterwards  incorporated  by  patent  from 
the  Colonial  Governor,  under  the  title  of  St.  George’s  Manor. 
A considerable  part  of  the  real  estate  has  ever  since  been 
held  by  descendants  of  the  original  patentee.  The  soil  is 
good,  and  the  territory  is  divided  into  a few  large  farms, 
upon  which  stock-raising  is  carried  on  to  considerable  extent. 
The  larger  part  is  still  covered  with  forest  growth.  Some  of 
the  most  illustrious  and  iDrominent  men  of  our  County  or 
State  have  had  their  homes  here,  among  whom  we  may  men- 
tion Gens.  Nathaniel  Woodhull  and  William  Floyd,  who  were 
among  the  foremost  of  the  revolutionary  heroes.  During  the 
revolution  the  British  erected  a fortilication,  called  Ft,  St, 
George,  on  the  Ave.h  side  of  the  peninsula,  (near  the  presenr, 
residence  of  lion,  E.  T.  Smith)  which  was  captured  an  1 
destroyed  ].}'  a detachment  of  Continental  troops  under  M ij. 
Benjamin  Talimadge,  Nov.  23,  1780.  This  peninsula  abounds 
in  pleasant  groves  of  lusty  oaks,  and  its  retirement  ar.d 
inimudic  beaaii.es  are  frequently  sought  by  pleasure  ijartie,s 
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and  excursionists,  while  poets  are  inspired  to  sing  in  glowing 
strains  of  its  enchanting  loveliness.  On  the  west  side  of 
Forge  Iliver,  about  two  miles  above  its  mouth,  is  the  home 
of  the  so-called  Poosepatuck  Indians,  whose  aboriginal 
ancestry  was  once  a family  of  the  Pochough  tribe.  The 
settlement  contains  nearly  a dozen  houses,  and  a small 
church.  This  secluded  si^ot  is  noted  for  being  the  place  of 
holding  a religious  aniversary  of  the  colored  people,  which  is 
regularly  celebrated  on  the  second  Sunday  in  June,  and 
from  this  fact  denominated  the  “June  meeting.”  The 
design  of  this  custom,  which  has  been  observed  for  several 
generations,  was  to  bring  together  in  a social  and  religious 
re-union  the  remnants  of  the  different  Indian  tribes  of  the 
island,  but  that  design  has  been  sadly  perverted  by  the  in- 
trusion of  the  curious  and  the  profane,  through  whose  un- 
happy  influence  the  meeting  has  been  made  an  occasion  for 
sport  and  drunken  revelry.  In  justice  to  the  colored  partici- 
pants, and  to  the  disgrace  of  the  white  population,  both  of 
whom  attend  these  annual  gatherings  from  a distance  of 
twenty  to  thirty  miles  around,  it  may  be  added  that  a large 
proportion  of  these  interlopers  belong  to  the  latter  class. 

Moriches  is  the  general  name,  derived  from  the  Indians 
who  once  occupied  the  territory,  now  applied  to  a continuous 
settlement  extending  along  the  Country  Road,  from  the  head 
of  Forge  River  to  v/ithin  two  miles  of  the  east  line  of  the 
town,  a distance  of  about  five  miles.  It  is  divided  into  three 
villages,  AYest,  Centre,  and  East,  Moriches,  each  of  which  has 
a xtost-ofiice.  Farming  taid  fishing  are  the  principal  occupa- 
tions of  the  people  The  soil  js  ^Qod  and  the  surface  level. 
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The  shore  is  divided  into  a number  of  necks,  by  several  creeks 
that  put  into  it,  and  streams  Avhich  run  down  through  it. 

West  Moriches,  [Moriches  P.  O.J  containing  a store,  gi'ist- 
mill,  saw-mill  and  paperrmill,  and  tliirty-hve  houses,  is  loca- 
ted at  the  head  of  Forge  River  about  three  miles  from  the 
bay.  The  river  is  navigable  for  small  vessels  nearly  up  to 
this  point.  An  iron  forge  was  established  here  by  Col.  Floyd 
in  tlie  early  part  of  the  present  century,  but  it  did  not  long 
continue  in  operation. 

Centre  Moriches,  a village  of  six  hundred  inhabitants,  is 
beautifully  situated  near  the  East  Bay.  It  contains  two*" 
churches,  four  stores,  two  hotels,  and  a number  of  tradesmen. 
A grist-mill  is  located  on  Terrell’s  River,  which  forms  the 
line  between  this  and  East  INIoriches.  The  village  enjoys 
considerable  celebrity  as  a watering  place,  and  is  largely 
visited  during  the  summer  season.  Two  large  boarding- 
houses are  located  near  the  shore,  and  a large  number  of 
private  families  accommodate  boarders.  A bathing  station 
on  the  South  Beach  opposite  here,  affords  excellent  facilities 
for  surf-bathing,  and  a number  of  sail-boats  make  connection 
with  that  point  daily.  The  habitations  of  this  village  are 
beautifully  situated  along  the  Country  Road  and  down  the 
several  “ lanes  ” which  lead  to  the  bay,  many  of  them  in  full 
view  of  the  water.  The  first  church  of  this  village  was  biiiii 
in  1809.  Altiicugh  the  origin  of  the  settlement  must  date 
back  neaily  Uvc  centuries,  and  a church  organizatiou  liad 
been,  siistjvined  hero  for  halt  a century,  no  house  of  worship 
appears  to  liave  been  tirected  until  that  year,  when  a house  icr 
the  use  of  all  denoininations  was  built.  In  1839  the  present 
Presbyterian  church  was  erected  by  the  Presbyterians  an<l 
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Congregationalists,  for  the  alternate  use  of  each.  It  has 
since  been  enlarged,  and  occuj)ies  a pleasant  site,  near  the 
^ centre  of  the  village.  A neat  school-house  recently  built, 
stands  near  it.  In  the  western  part  stands  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  also  built  in  1839.  A Methodist  Protestant 
church  was  erected  here  in  1840.  In  1868  it  was  moved  to 
Manor  Station,  where  it  now  stands.  A neatly  kept  cemetery 
lies  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  settlement,  a short  distance 
back  from  the  main  road.  This  occupies  a part  of  a certain 
jjiece  of  land,  containing  about  seven  acres,  which  was 
given  to  the  Presbyterian  church  and  congregation  for 
a Parsonage  &c.,  by  Capt.  Josiah  Smith,  about  the  year  1845. 
The  burying  ground,  covering  one  and  a half  acres,  is  called 
the  Presbyterian  Cemetery  of  Moriches,  and  was  opened  for 
burial  about  the  year  1851.  Stage  lines  connect  this  village 
with  the  Sag  Harbor  Branch  it.  R.  at  “Moriches  Station” 
[Eastport]  four  miles  east,  or  with  the  main  line  at  Yaphank 
Station,  seven  miles  northwest. 

East  Moriches,  the  continuation  of  this  village  beyond 
Terrell’s  River,  contains  about  four  hundred  inhabitants,  a 
large  district  school,  a lecture  room,  store,  tannery,  and  a few 
tradesmen’s  shops.  A number  of  handsome  residences  are 
pleasantly  situated  in  full  view  of  the  bay.  Some  of  these, 
and  a number  of  cottages,  are  occujjied  as  country  seats  ]j>y 
New  Yorkers  varo  spend  the  summer  here.  Fishing,  boat- 
building  and  .repamiig  are  carried  on  to  some  extent. 

Eiistxrort  is  a village  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  inhabilants, 
011  the  line  between  this  town  and  Southampton.  It  com- 
prises two  sehoohdistricts,  one  in  each  town.  The  people 

j principally  tishermen,  sailors  and  small  farmers.  Tire 
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inatitutiona  of  the  place  are  a church,  two  grist-mills,  two 
stores,  a wintergTeen  oil  distillery,  blacksmith  and  wheel- 
wright shop.  On  the  western  border  a little  brook  rises  near 
the  country  road.  This  is  called  Little  Seatuck,  and  a trout- 
pond  has  been  laid  out  upon  it.  On  or  near  the  town  line,  in 
the  centre  of  the  village,  a larger  stream  called  by  the  Indian 
name  Seatuck  Kiver  supplies  a saw  and  grist  mill.  In  the 
summer  of  1865  a sorgham  mill  was  established,  which  has 
since  been  kept  running  during  the  season  of  each  year, 
though  the  business  has  lost  that  vigor  and  enthusiasm  with 
which  it  was  commenced.  A wintergreen  oil  distillery  was  es- 
tablished on  this  mill-dam,  by  Jeremiah  Horton,  in  1870,  and 
it  is  still  in  operation.  The  grounds  of  the  Se-a-tuck  Club 
border  the  western  shore  of  this  mill-pond,  and  large  pools 
have  been  constructed  by  them  for  the  propagation  of  trout 
with  Avhich  to  stock  the  pond.  The  club  house,  first  opened 
in  1872,  is  a noble  specimen  of  architecture,  and  occupies 
an  elevated  site,  overlooking  the  pond,  and  commanding  a 
pleasant  view  of  the  bay  and  ocean.  About  half  a mile  east 
of  the  mill-stream  just  noticed  is  another,  a smaller  one, 
which  furnishes  power  for  driving  a saw  and  grist  mill. 
The  section  between  these  two  mill-streams  was  once  called 
Waterville.  A Methodist  Protestant  church,  built  about  tlie 
year  1845,  stands  in  this  part  of  the  village.  A depot  on  tlie 
Sag  Harbor  Braneli  Ilailroad,  at  the  point  of  intersection  with 
the  country  road,  In  the  western  part  of  this  village,  is  called 
Moriches  SLatioii.  This  is  five  and  a quarter  miles  southeast 
from  Manor  Mention.  A post-ollice  by  the  name  of  SeatucK 
was  established  in  this  village  in  1849,  and  discontinued  in 
iboT,  The  present  village  name  was  adopted  by  a meeting 
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of  the  inhabitants  in  1860,  and  a post-office  by  that  name 
established  about  the  commencement  of  the  present  year. 
The  streams  of  this  place,  which  we  baye  just  noticed,  flow 
into  a cove  which  indents  the  coast,  from  the  East  Bay. 
Moderate  sized  sloops  and  small  schooners  enter  this  cove 
and  bring  merchandise  from  New  York.  Considerable  quan- 
tities of  pine  wood  are  taken  from  here. 


CHAPTER  XIII, 


HTVSRHEAD  TOWN — HISTORY  AND  DESCRIPnON. 


The  town  of  Biverhead  was  formed  from  the  western  part 
of  Southold,  March  13,  1792.  The  name  was  derived  from 
that  of  the  principal  village,  being  located  at  the  head  of 
boat  navigation  on  the  Peconic  Biver.  But  few  improve- 
ments were  made  here  until  after  the  neighboring  towns  had 
become  well  advanced.  As  a consequence  the  history  of  this 
town  is  comparatively  modern,  and  in  its  character  as  a dis- 
tinct incorjioration  has  no  pre-revolutionary  record.  Its 
territory  extends  east  and  Avest  about  fifteen  miles,  with  an 
average  width  of  about  five  miles.  The  Long  Island  Sound 
washes  the  northern  shore,  Southold  town  joins  it  on  the 
east,  Peconic  Biver  and  Bay  separates  it  from  Brookhaven 
and  Southampton  on  the  south,  and  Brookhaven  bounds  it 
on  the  west.  The  sound  shore  forms  a line  of  high,  precipi- 
tous bluffs,  and  in  their  vicinity  the  surface  is  broken  into 
rugged  hills.  From  these  rough  elevations  the  surface  grad- 
ually descends  to  near  the  level  of  tide  water  on  the  south 
side  of  the  town.  The  soil  in  the  northern  jiart  is  a rich 
heavy  loam,  and  in  the  southern  part  comparatively  light. 
Clay  beds  e.bound  in  the  loamy  regions.  The  western  inland 
portion.?  of  tl'.e  town  are  thinly  settled,  and  but  partially  iiu- 
proved,  while  in  the  eastern  x^ai’t,  and' along  the  north  side, 
most  of  the  land  is  cleared  and  kept  under  a good  state  of 
cultivation. 
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During  tlie  war  of  1812,  several  vessels  belonging  to  tliis 
town  were  captured  by  the  British  in  the  sound.  May  31, 
1814,  a smart  skirmish  took  place  on  the  sound  shore.  A 
British  scpiadron  lying  six  or  seven  miles  off  on  the  sound, 
sent  two  large  barges  shore-ward,  to  where  two  or  more 
sloops  lay  on  the  beach  ready  to  load  with  wood.  About 
thirty  militia,  under  Capt.  John  Wells,  hearing  of  their 
movements,  repaired  to  the  spot,  in  readiness  to  receive  them. 
The  hvo  barges  contained  about  fifty  men,  who,  as  they 
approached  the  shore,  oi^ened  fire  from  their  cannon  and 
musketry.  As  they  were  about  to  board  the  sloop  “ Nancy,” 
the  militia  opened  fire  upon  them,  with  such  destructive 
effect  that  their  attention  was  at  once  absorbed  in  the  matter 
of  saving  their  lives  by  immediate  retreat.  None  of  the 
militia  were  injured,  but  it  was  supposed  that  several  of  the 
enemy  were  killed  or  wounded. 

The  principal  part  of  the  village  of  Wading  River  lies  in  the 
extreme  northwest  corner  of  this  town.  This  ancient  settle- 
ment occupies  a convenient  site  among  the  hills  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  a creek  which  the  Indians  called  Pawquacumsuck. 
This  creek  forms  the  dividing  line  between  this  town  and 
Brookhaven,  and  receives  a smaU  stream  which  furnishes 
poAver  for  driving  a grist-mill.  This  village  contains  a popu- 
lation of  about  t'VO  hundred  and  fifty.  Two  district  schools 
are  loerded  wiliiin  the  limits  of  the  neighborhood.  The 
creek  is  navigable  for  small  boats.  Considerable  quantities 
of  cordwood  are  exported  from  a landing  on  the  sound  shore. 
A Congregation'a  c.lmrch,  of  respectable  dimensions  and  ap- 
X^earance,  .stands  near  ike  centre  of  the  village.  It  was  built 
in  18' >7,  to  replace  a smaller  one  which  had  been  standing 
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near  a hundred  years,  and  which,  tradition  says  was  originally 
occupied  by  a church  of  the  Presbyterian  order.  The  people 
of  this  village  are  engaged  mostly  in  farming,  and  apparently 
belong  to  the  well-to-do  class.  A stage  line  connects  v/itli 
the  railroad  at  Manor  Station. 

About  three  miles  east  of  Wading  Iliver  a settlement  of 
farm-houses  begins,  and  extends  without  any  remarkable 
interruption,  in  a' continuous  line  to  the  eastern  limit  of  the 
town,  and  beyond.  This  settlement  lines  the  North  Country 
Road  a distance  of  about  twelve  miles,  the  habitations  being 
located  at  convenient  intervals,  and  a large  proportion  of 
them  on  the  north  side  of  the  highway.  This  road  follows  a 
course  parallel  with  the  sound  shore  and  about  one  mile 
from  it,  passing  through  a section  occupied  almost  entirely 
by  rich,  highly  cultivated  and  productive  farms.  This  lino 
of  settlement  embraces  Baiting  Hollow,  Roanoke  and  North- 
villo.  The  inhabitants  are  almost  exclusively  farmers,  and 
the  appearance  of  fruitful  fields,  and  large,  well  filled  barns, 
graneries  and  stock-yards,  which  are  common  all  through  this 
section,  speaks  in  evidence  of  the  success  ^vith  which  agricul- 
ture is  carried  on. 

Baiting  Hollow,  the  western  part  of  this  settlement,  occu- 
pies four  miles  of  the  road,  and  includes  about  sixty  dwell- 
ings. It  embraces  two  school  districts,  and  has  two  churches. 
Jericho  Landing,  on  the  shore  near  this  place,  is  a point  from 
which  considerable  quantities  of  cordwoodhave  been  shipped. 
Settlement  here  is  supposed  to  have  been  commenced  dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  the  last  century.  Near  the  center  of 
the  eastern  school  district  stands  the  two  churches.  The  first 
Oongm,' I'donal  church  was  built  in  1803,  a society  of  that 
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denomination  having  been  organized  in  1792.  About  twenty 
years  ago  the  old  church  was  sold,  and  a new  one  built  in  its 
place.  The  New  Jerusalem  (Swedenborgian)  church,  stand- 
ing a short  distance  further  east,  was  built  in  1839,  by  a 
society  which  had  been  organized  in  1831. 

Roanoke  is  a school  district  and  farming  vicinage  contain- 
ing about  thirty-five  houses,  lying  between  Baiting  Hollow 
and  Northville.  A post-office  was  established  here  about  two 
years  since,  but  has  been  discontinued. 

Northville  [Success  P.  O.]  comprises  two  school  districts, 
and  occnj^ies  about  four  miles  of  the  Country  Road,  run- 
ning to  the  town  line  on  the  east.  It  contains  about  four 
hundred  inhabitants.  The  first  house  of  worship  in  this  vil- 
lage was  moved  here  from  its  original  site,  on  the  Middle 
Country  Road  about  two  miles  east  of  the  village  of  River- 
head,  in  1835.  This  belonged  to  the  Congregational  society, 
and  was  used  by  them  until  the  erection  of  a new  building. 
In  1859  the  old  church  was  converted  into  an  academy, 
and  for  a number  of  years  a first  class  school  was  maintained 
in  it.  The  patrons  of  Northville  Academy  have  been  from 
all  parts  of  the  County,  and  some  from  other  places  in  the 
State  as  well.  This  building  stands  on  the  north  side  of  the 
main  road,  and  directly  opposite  stands  the  present  Congre- 
gational church,  erected  in  L859.  This  is  a neatly  finished 
building,  of  liberal  proportions,  and  is  supplied  with  most 
of  the  modem  improvements.  Near  it  lies  the  village  ceme- 
tery, a v/eli  arranged  and  neatly  kept  burying-gi'ound.  Tliis 
village  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  attractive  fural  settle- 
ments on  the  island.  The  location  is  elevated  and  remarka- 
bly liealthful,  and  .'vhile  its  retirement  is  sufficient  to  answer 
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almost  any  demand — the  wild  hills  which  form  a bulwark 
against  the  sound  shore  affording  an  ample  field  for  the 
sweetest  solitude — the  more  stirring  scenes  of  life  and  busi- 
ness are  within  convenient  reach,  by  a short  hour’s  drive 
over  a pleasant  road  to  the  county  seat  and  centre  of  public 
activity  and  trade  at  River  head. 

This  village  is  the  head-quarters  of  the  Riverhead  Town 
Agricultural  Society,  an  energetic  organization  of  farmers  who 
have  succeeded  in  a.  large  measure  in  reducing  the  theory  of 
co-operation  to  practice.  This  co-operation  is  effected  with 
profitable  results  in  the  purchase  of  fertilizers,  implements, 
seeds  &c.  Its  purchasing  agency  has  done  a business 
amounting  to  $16,000  a year. 

During  the  war  of  1812  an  American  cutter,  closely  pursued 
by  a British  man-of-war,  was  run  ashore  at  this  place,  and  a 
determined  fight  took  place  between  the  quickly  gathered 
militia  and  the  pursuing  barges  from  the  ship.  The  Ameri- 
cans maintained  so  hot  a fire  from  behind  tlie  bank  that  the 
marines  were  several  times  repulsed,  and  although  aided  by  a 
heavy  cannonade  from  the  ship  were  forced  to  retire.  The 
ship  sailed  down  to  the  British  fleet  at  Orient,  and  was 
ordered  back  the  next  day  to  renew  the  fight,  and  then  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  the  dismantled  and  sinking  prize. 

In  the  soiiiliwestern  part  of  this  town  lies  a thinly  settled 
region,  containing  perliups  twenty  houses  on  a tract  thr('e 
miles  square.  This  section  is  light  and  sandy,  but  at  the 
same  time  aboands  in  marshes  and  ponds  which,  though 
most  of  them  have  no  visible  connection,  are  supposed  tu 
fec  i li  e head- waters  of  the  Peconic  River.  This  vicinage, 
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covering  a school  district,  lies  adjacent  to  and  on  the  north 
of  Manorville,  and  is  considered  as  belonging  to  that  place. 

Calverton  is  a railroad  station  and  post-office,  about  five 
miles  east  of  ManorviUe,  and  on  the  southern  border  of  the 
town.  This  is  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  wooded  region, 
and  the  initial  of  the  railroad  station  was  a side  track  which 
was  laid  for  the  convenience  of  loading  cars  with  cordwood. 
It  was  at  first  called  Hulse’s  “Turnout,"  and  afterward,  Avhen 
it  became  a “ flag  station  " was  named  Baiting  Hollow  Station, 
from  the  fact  of  its  being  a convenient  point  of  departure  for 
that  place,  which  lies  about  three  miles  directly  north.  The 
school  district  embraces  within  its  limits  about  forty  dweU- 
ings,  the  most  of  them  being  located  on  the  Middle  Country 
Hoad,  which  runs  about  a mile  and  a half  north  of  the  rail- 
road. A district  school  is  located  on  that  road,  a store  at  the 
depot,  and  a grist-mill,  known  as  the  Conungum  mills,  on 
the  Peconic  Biver,  less  than  half  a mile  south  of  the  depot. 
A bone  mill  is  located  on  the  river  a mile  and  a half  further 
down. 

Biverhead  village,  the  county  seat  of  Suffolk,  and  one  of 
the  most  pleasant  and  flourishing  villages  in  the  county,  lies 
at  the  head  of  navigation  on  Peconic  Biver,  a few  miles  east 
of  the  longitudinal  centre  of  the  town,  and  on  its  southern 
border.  The  soil  in  this  neighborhood  is  light  and  sandy, 
but  the  village  site  is  level  and  sufficiently  elevated  to  be  free 
from  marshes.  It  is  regularly  laid  out,  on  streets  of  conven- 
ient width,  which  have  been  improved  and  beautified  by 
laying  off  nejit  sidewalks  and  planting  shade  trees.  Tlie 
larger  proportion  of  its  residences  are  of  tasty  design  and 
firdsh  and  many  oi  them  really  elegant  specimens  of  archi- 
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tecture.  The  Middle  Country  Road  forms  the  Main  Street, 
and  the  other  principal  streets  are  Griffiing  and  Roanoke 
Avenues,  running  north  from  this  and  crossing  the  railroad, 
the  former  passing  near  the  depot.  The  principal  part  of  the 
village  lies  on  the  south  of  the  railroad,  between  it  and  the 
river.  The  northern  part  is  rapidly  building  up.  Ten  years 
ago  there  was  not  a dwelling  to  be  seen  on  the  north  of  the 
track.  It  was  then  occujiied  by  cleared  fields,  and  groves  of 
native  timber.  Since  that  time  roads  have  been  laid 
out,  and  scores  of  handsome  houses  built,  so  that  now  we 
find  this  part  of  the  village  smiling  with  prosperity  and  im- 
provements. 

The  village  contains  the  Suffolk  County  Court  House  and 
Jail,  the  County  Clerk’s  Office,  the  Agricultural  Fair  Grounds 
and  Buildings,  six  churches,  two  grist  mills,  two  moulding 
and  planiug  mills,  a paper  mill,  three  hotels,  twenty  stores, 
a cigar  manufactory,  and  a considerable  number  of  shops  and 
offices.  It  is  estimated  that  this  village  has  a capital  of  half 
a million  dollars  employed  in  its  mercantile  and  manufacturing 
enterprises.  It  has  a population  of  about  sixteen  hundred, 
engaged  mostly  in  various  mechanical,  commercial,  and 
professional  occupations.  The  first  settlement  of  the  village 
was  commenced  in  1690,  by  John  Griffing  and  a few  others. 
Its  increase  during  the  first  hundred  years  was  very  small, 
the  settlement  at  the  close  of  the  last  century  numbering 
only  four  or  five  liouses.  The  progress  of  its  growth  during 
the  present  century  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  in 
1813  tlie  village  contained  seventy  dwellings,  and  at  the 
present  time  thirty  years  later,  contains  two  hundred  and 
eighty.  The  first  grist-mill  was  erected  in  1695.  Tlie 


TOWN  OF  RIVERHEAD. 


289 


Peconic  River  supplies  power  for  driving  a grist-mill  and  a 
paper  mill,  located  at  the  village,  and  a woolen  factory  on  the 
stream  about  a mile  above.  Another  grist-mill  in  the  village, 
is  supplied  by  a canal  leading  from  a pond  about  a mile  aw’ay 
on  the  southwest.  Bridge  Street  leaves  Main  near  the  centre 
of  the  village,  and  crosses  the  river  at  the  head  of  boat  navi- 
gation. The  river  up  to  this  point  is  shoal,  and  the  channel 
narrow  and  crooked.  Several  attempts  have  been  made, 
at  different  times,  to  make  it  wider  and  deeper,  so  that 
medium  or  large  sized  vessels  could  come  up  to  the 
village.  An  effort  to  accomplish  this  design  was  made  in 
1835,  and  a stock  company  was  incorporated  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  work  commenced,  but  it  wais  discontinued  before  it 
had  made  any  remarkable  progress.  Appropriations  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  State  and  General  Government  have  been 
made  within  the  last  three  years,  to  the  amount  of  S30,000, 
and  it  is  intended  to  dredge  the  channel  seventy-five  feet 
wide,  at  low  water,  from  the  village  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
a distance  of  two  and  three  quarter  miles.  Trade  on  the 
river  is  now  canded  on  by  means  of  scows  and  small  sloops, 
which  receive  the  cargoes  of  large  vessels  at  the  river’s  mouth 
and  bring  them  up  to  the  village.  The  improvement  of  this 
river  will  add  greatly  to  the  benefit  and  i^rosperity  of  the 
village. 

The  courts  of  Suffolk  County  were  moved  to  Riverhead  in 
1729,  having  jireviously  been  held  at  Southampton  and 
Scuilioid.  A small  frame  building  was  erected  in  1728,  which 
answered  both  for  court-house  and  jail,  and  the  first  court 
session  was  held  in  it  March  27,  1729.  This  house  stood 
until  the  storms  and  sunshine  of  a century  had  beaten  it 
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almost  to  detsruction,  when  it  was  repaired,  reconstructed 
and  enlarged,  and  a new  jail  building  erected.  The  old 
court-house,  now  in  a fair  state  of  preservation,  stands  in  a 
favorite  position,  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  is  occupied 
by  several  stores  and  offices.  The  present  court-house  occu- 
pies a spacious  lot  on  Griffing  Avenue,  near  the  railroad 
dejjot.  It  was  erected  in  1854  and  ’55,  at  an  expense  of 
$17,800.  The  building  committee  were  S.  B.  Nicoll,  of 
Shelter  Island  ; Wm.  B.  Post,  of  Southampt^m  ; and  Sylves- 
ter Miller,  of  Biverhead  ; appointed  by  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors. The  building  is  constructed  of  brick  and  etone,  is  two 
stories  in  height,  with  a basement  beneath,  and  contains  the 
court-room  on  the  second  floor,  the  grand  and  petit  juries’ 
rooms  and  sux)ervisors’  room,  on  the  main  floor,  and  apart- 
ments for  the  family  of  tlie  sheriil  or  jailer  on  the  main  floor 
and  in  the  basement.  In  the  rear  of  the  building  is  tlie  jail- 
yard,  the  court-house  forming  one  side,  while  the  other  three 
sides  are  protected  by  a high  board  fence,  surmounted  by  a 
thickly  set  row  of  shari)ened  spikes.  The  jail,  standing  in 
the  centre  of  this  yard,  is  a small  two-story  octc'igon,  about 
thirty  feet  in  diameter,  and  is  built  of  stone. 

The  record  of  capital  x^unishment  in  this  county,  since  the 
close  of  the  Bevolution  is  as  follows,  John  Slocum  was 
executed  Sept.  4,  1786,  for  horse-stealing.  William  Erskine 
(colored)  was  executed  Oct.  5,  1791,  for  rape.  William 
Enoch  was  executed  Jan.  12,  1835,  for  the  murder  of  his 
wife.  John  Haliock  was  executed  July  2,  1836,  for  the  mur- 
der of  a colored  woman.  Samuel  Johnson  was  executed  July 
b,  1841,  for  tiie  murder  of  his  wife.  Nicholas  Behan  was 
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executed  Dec.  15,  1854,  for  the  murder  of  James  'Wickman, 
at  Cutchogue,  June  2,  1854. 

The  County  Clerk’s  Office,  a grim  looking  fire-proof  build* 
ing,  stands  near  the  heart  of  the  village,  on  the  corner  of 
Main  Street  and  Griffing  Avenue.  It  is  a single,  high  story, 
about  twenty  by  thirty  feet  on  the  floor,  and  its  walls  are 
completely  lined  with  shelves  and  cases  all  filled  up  with 
documents,  books,  and  massive  record  libers.  Five  men 
are  constantly  employed  in  the  office,  besides  other,  outside 
copyists  who  are  employed  part  of  the  time,  as  necessity 
demands.  As  an  illustration  of  the  amount  of  business  done 
at  this  office  in  the  recording  of  deeds  and  mortgages,  at  the 
present  time  in  comjjarison  with  the  past,  we  will  mention 
that  Liber  A,  of  Deeds,  the  first  book  in  which  such  a record 
was  kept  by  the  County  Clerk,  notwithstanding  its  being  a 
very  small  volume,  was  sufficient  to  contain  all  the  deeds 
recorded  from  the  year  1687  to  the  year  1714.  Liber  B 
begins  with  1714,  and  ends  with  1768.  Liber  C contains 
those  records  from  1768  to  1804.  Liber  A,  of  Mortgages, 
contains  the  record  from  1755  to  1775 ; Liber  B,  from  1775  to 
to  1778  ; Liber  C,  from  1778  to  1794.  The  libers  now  used 
are  massive,  leather  bound  volumes,  containing  about  six 
hundred  pages  each,  and  an  average  of  five  of  these  libers  are 
now  used  every  year  for  recording  mortgages,  and  ten  every 
year  for  deeds.  Among  the  ancient  records  in  this  office  is  a 
smaii  book  containing  a record  of  wills  and  court  proceedings, 
covering  a space  of  time  from  1691  to  1733,  Avhich  was  for 
man}'  years  lost  to  the  office,  but  was  finally  unearthed  and 
returned  Oct,  31,  1871,  by  Thomas  S.  Lester,  of  New  York,  u 
pon  of  the  Exeoiiior  of  the  estate  of  EzraL’Hommedieu,  who 
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held  the  office  of  county  clerk  for  a number  of  years,  and 
among  whose  papers  it  was  found.  Another,  still  older  book, 
contains  the  record  of  court  proceedings,  &c.,  from  16G9  to 
1684.  The  weight  of  records,  documents  and  books  on  file  in 
this  office  would  amount  to  about  six  tons,  and  the  written 
surface  of  its  records  would  cover  about  eleven  and  a half 
acres  of  ground.  N.arly  all  the  available  space  in  the  present 
building  is  now  occupied,  and  the  constant  accumulation  of 
matter  already  calls  for  more  room.  The  erection  of  a nciw 
office  is  being  considered,  and  will  probably  soon  be  effected. 
The  building  proposed  will  be  a fire-proof  structure  of  two 
stories  and  a basement,  twenty-eight  by  forty  feet. 

The  Fair  Grounds  of  the  Sufiblk  County  Agricultural 
Society  are  located  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  village,  a short 
distance  north  of  the  railroad  depot.  The  grounds  cover 
area  of  twenty  and  a quarter  acres,  which  were  bought  for  the 
surprisingly  moderate  figure  of  $1,650.  This  land  was  pur- 
chased by  contributions  from  the  people  of  Tliverhead,  and 
donated  to  the  Society  for  a permanent  fair  ground.  The 
deed  for  it  was  delivered  to  the  board  of  managers  Jan.  22, 
1868.  The  ground  was  enclosed  that  year,  with  a substan- 
tial board  fence,  and  in  1869  the  exhibition  hall  was  erected. 
This  building  cost  about  $5,000,  and  at  the  time  of  its  erec- 
tion was  one  of  the  finest  county  exhibition  halls  in  the  State. 
Its  ground  plan  describes  a cross,  each  of  the  four  wings 
extending  thirty  iect  from  the  common  centre,  which  is  forty- 
feet  square,  being  the  square  of  the  width  of  the  wings.  A 
gallery  aboiit  eight  feet  wide  runs  entirely  around  the  interior 
of  the  building,  and  this  is  reached  by  eight  sei)arate  stair- 
ways running  up  at  the  angles  formed  by  the  intersection  of 
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the  wings.  Wide  doors  open  from  the  main  floor  at  the  end  of 
eacli  wing.  The  building  stands  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
enclosure.  A small  building  occupied  by  the  President’s  and 
Secretary’s  ofiices  stands  on  the  line  of  the  street  at  the 
entrance  gate,  near  the  southeast  corner  of  the  grounds. 
Stalls  for  animals  are  ranged  along  the  west  side.  A half- 
mile  track,  for  the  exhibition  of  horses  and  their  trotting 
capabilities  occupies  the  northern  part.  The  total  expense  to 
the  Society,  for  the  grounds,  buildings  and  improvements  was 
about  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Adjoining  the  Fair  Grounds,  on  the  east  lies  the  village 
Cemetery.  This  is  situated  in  a grove  of  young  oaks,  and  is 
artistically  laid  out,  with  curved  walks  and  avenues.  It  con- 
tains a great  many  neat  and  pretty  monumental  pieces,  and 
well  kept  burial  plats.  In  a circular,  hedged  enclosure,  near 
the  entrance,  stands  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  structures 
in  the  cemetery  — the  soldiers  monument.  This  was  erected 
by  the  generosity  of  Hon.  John  S.  Marcy,  and  contains  the 
names  of  those  who  were  in  the  Union  service  from  this  vil- 
lage, in  the  late  war.  This  cemetery  contains  about  ten  acres, 
only  one  half  of  which  is  improved,  and  it  was  oj^ened  for 
burial  in  September,  1859. 

In  1829  a society  of  Congregation alists  was  formed  from  tha 
membershi])  of  the  church  at  Upper  Aqiiebogue,  and  in  1881 
this  society  erected  a house  of  worship  about  two  miles  east 
of  this  village.  The  inemV)ership  of  this  society  Avas  dividoil 
between  Eiverhead  and  Northville,  and  in  1834  the  church 
was  divided  and  a separate  one  organized  in  each  place 
The  house  of  worship  was  moved  to  Northville  and  the  society 
at  i.iiverhead  occupied  the  lower  room  of  the  building  which 
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had  just  been  erected  for  a female  seminary.  This  arrange- 
ment continued  until  the  year  1842,  when  the  present  Con- 
gregational chui'cli  was  erected.  It  stands  on  Main  Street, 
just  east  of  tlie  village  centre,  and  having  been  rebuilt  and  en- 
larged in  18G9,  is  a building  of  comfortable  dimensions  and  re- 
spectable appearance.  It  occupies  a roomy  lot,  and  the  Female 
Seminary  above  alluded  to  stands  beside  it.  This  building 
was  erected  in  1834,  by  Dr.  Joshua  Fanning  and  Mr.  George 
Miller.  Their  object  was  to  establish  a first  class  school  for 
young  ladies,  and  also  to  provide  a room  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  religious  services,  without  regard  to  any  particular 
denomination  or  society.  The  upper  floor  was  used  for  the 
school-room,  and  the  lower  floor  for  religious  services.  The 
school  was  opened  in  1835,  by  INIiss  Leonard,  who  afterward 
became  the  wife  of  Mr.  George  Miller,  and  under  her  super- 
vision it  has  been  continued  from  that  time  till  within  about 
a year  of  the  present.  The  school  has  been  well  sustained, 
both  by  residents  of  the  village  and  patrons  from  various 
parts  of  the  island.  During  its  many  years  of  prosperity  it 
had  an  average  attendance  of  thirty  to  forty  pupils. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  a splendid  building,  of 
magnificent  proportions  and  elegant  design,  stands  a short 
distance  further  east,  on  the  same  street.  It  is  surrounded 
])y  a church-yard,  well  filled  with  graves.  This  building  was 
commenced  in  18G9,  and  completed  and  dedicated  in  1871,  at 
a cost  of  about  $12,000.  The  society  to  which  it  belongs 
rejoices  in  tli.e  fact  ih;it  it  is  now  clear  of  debt.  This  denom- 
ination v/as  ovgiunzcd  hero  in  1833,  and  its  first  house  oi 
v/orship  was  erected  in  1834.  This  building,  a very  plainly 
finished  house,  was  sold  on  completion  of  the  new  church, 


TOWN  OF  P.IVERHEAD. 


295 


and  now  stands  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  near  by. 

A New  Jerusalem  [SwedenborgianJ  church,  a very  neat 
edifice  of  moderate  dimensions,  stands  on  the  corner  of  Abner 
and  Second  Streets,  in  the  midst  of  the  village.  Services  by 
this  denomination  were  maintained  for  a number  of  years 
previous  to  the  erection  of  a church,  in  a private  hall.  The 
house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1855.  A small  cemetery 
belonging  to  this  denomination  lies  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  village,  adjoining  the  Koman  Catholic  grounds. 

St.  John’s  Roman  Catholic  church,  built  about  five  years 
ago,  is  a handsome  edifice,  to  which  is  attached  the  residence 
of  the  officiating  clergyman.  This  stands  upon  a lot  of  about 
two  acres,  belonging  to  the  church,  and  a part  of  which  is 
occupied  as  a burying-ground  for  the  denomination.  This 
lies  a sliort  distance  north  of  the  railroad. 

Directly  west  of  the  last  mentioned  church  stands  the 
Episcopal  church,  completed  last  spring,  1873.  It  occupies  a 
lot  extending  from  Washington  to  Roanoke  Avenue,  fronting 
on  the  latter.  It  is  a handsome  Gothic  structure,  finiched 
inside  with  hard  wood  ceiling,  arched  overhead. 

A neat  little  chapel  on  Concord  Street,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  village,  was  built  by  a society  of  Free  Methodists,  in 
1869.  A clmrcli  of  that  denomination  was  organized  here 
Jan.  20,  1870,  and  has  at  present  a membership  of  about 
thirty.  It  is  supplied  with  ministerial  service  in  connection 
with  a society  of  the  same  denomination  at  Greenport,  wliieh 
was  organized  at  the  same  time.  Tliese  are  the  0]ily  two 
societies  oi  that  denomination  in  the  county. 

'l  iu'-  pul)lic  sciiool  of  tiiis  village  is  accommodated  in  a 
handsome  baikling,  couAposed  of  three  wings,  standing  in  tha 
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eastern  part  of  the  village.  It  occupies  a lot  which  alTords 
convenient  room  for  play-grounds  adjoining  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  yard  on  the  east.  The  building  is  two 
stories  high,  and  was  brought  to  its  present  dimensions  b}’- 
the  enlargement  of  the  former  house  in  18G7,  and  again  in 
1871i  It  was  organized  as  a Union  School  in  April,  1871. 
Six  teachers  are  employed  in  the  school,  whose  aggregate 
salaries  amount  to  $2,800  a year.  The  average  number  of 
scholars  attending  the  school  is  three  hundred. 

The  village  has  two  fire-engine  companies,  sustained  by 
voluntary  effort  and  enterprise.  lied  Bird  Engine  Co.,  No.  1, 
was  organized  in  1836.  It  has  thirty-eight  members  and 
owns  a first  class  engine  and  two  hundred  feet  of  hose. 
Washington  Engine  Co.,  No.  2,  was  organized  Juno  1.  1861. 
This  has  thirty  nuunbers,  and  OAvn  a larger  engine,  and  four 
hundred  feet  of  hose,  liiverhead  Lodge,  No.  645,  F.  & A. 
M.,  was  organized.  May  2,  1867,  with  fourteen  charter  mem- 
bers. It  is  in  a flourishing  condition,  and  has  at  present  a 
membership  of  one  hundred  and  nine.  A Division  of  Sons 
of  Temperance  has  been  in  existence  here  since  the  early 
days  of  the  order,  some  twenty-five  years.  It  now  numbers 
eighty-five  members.  The  Biverhead  Savings  Bank  was  first 
opened  for  business  on  Saturday,  June  1,  1872.  During  its 
first  year  of  business  it  opened  accounts  with  four  hundred 
and  twenty  depositors,  and  received  deposits  to  the  amount  of 
seventy  thousand  dollars.  A nev/spaper,  called  the  Suffolk 
Gazeiiey  w'as  started  in  this  tillage  in  August,  1849.  In  the 
early  part  of  1851  it  was  moved  to  Sag  Harbor,  where  it  was 
X^ublished  rmtii  Dec.  1354,  when  it  was  moved  back  to  Biver- 
head r.iid  soon  after  discontinued.  The  Suffolk  Union  was 
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started  here  in  1859,  by  Washington  Van  Zandt.  It  was 
continued  until  the  winter  of  1862-3,  when  its  office  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  the  publication  of  the  paper  suspended. 
The  Suffolk  County  Monitor  was  started  here  in  1865,  by  Buel 
G.  Davis,  and  suspended  in  1866.  The  Rivei'head  Weekly 
News,  the  only  paper  now  published  in  the  village,  was 
commenced  in  March,  1868,  by  James  B.  Slade  its  present 
publisher. 

Riverhead,  being  the  county  seat,  and  centre  of  attraction 
for  nearly  all  the  public  gatherings  of  the  county  people,  is 
much  better  furnished  with  hotel  accommodations  than  would 
be  required  to  answer  the  necessity  of  its  own  local  business, 
though  its  arrangements  in  this  respect  are  not  as  extensive 
as  they  should  be  to  fully  meet  the  demand  of  the  frequent 
floods  of  visitors  called  together  hero.  Besides  a number  of 
smaller  boarding  houses,  there  are  three  large  hotels,  the 
Grilling  House,  on  the  avenue  of  that  name,  and  the  Long 
Island  House,  and  Suffolk  Hotel,  on  Main  Street. 

One  of  the  heaviest  business  enterprises  of  this  place  is  the 
moulding  and  planing  mill  of  Charles  Hallett.  This  is  situa- 
ted on  the  bank  of  the  river,  just  below  the  bridge,  and  the 
yard  of  the  establishment  has  a dock  front  of  one  hundred 
feet  on  the  river,  where  vessels  can  discharge  lumber  directly 
at  the  door  of  the  mill.  When  the  proposed  improvement  or 
the  river  is  completed,  vessels  drawing  six  to  eight  feet  of 
waier  can  float  up  to  this  dock.  This  mill  was  started  in 
1868.  ]\Ir.  Hallett  in  1857  started  a large  planing  and  monid- 

ing  iuiil  just  above  the  bridge,  where  the  river  siq^plied  a 
water  power  for  driving  tlie  machinery.  That  building  and 
is  now  used  for  a jmper  mill,  and  manufactoiy  of 
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wagon  jacks,  the  former  enterprise  being  owned  by  Mr. 
Hallett,  and  the  latter  by  the  S wezey  Brothers.  Hullett’s  mould- 
ing mill  occupies  a building  forty  by  two  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  on  the  ground,  and  three  floors  in  height.  It 
contains  thirty  difterent  wood- working  njachines,  and  employs 
about  fifty  men.  The  machiiieiy,  with  which  the  building  is 
nearly  filled,  is  driven  by  a sixty-horse-power  steam  engine. 
The  establishment  turns  out  about  $100,000  worth  of  work 
annually,  and  this  work  is  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  island. 
Fleming’s  planing  and  moulding  mill,  also  run  by  steam, 
stands  on  the  river,  a short  distance  below.  Two  lumber 
yards  are  also  located  in  this  neighborhood.  Hallett’s  pai)er 
mill,  started  about  two  years  since,  in  the  building  first  occu- 
pied by  the  planing  and  moulding  mill,  employs  six  men  and 
turns  out  about  a Ion  of  straw  board  a day.  This  paper  is 
made  of  oats,  wheat  and  rye  straw,  about  equal  proportions 
of  each.  The  straw  is  first  placed  in  a large  tank  Avhich  will 
hold  about  a ton,  and  lime  is  sprinkled  all  through  as  it  is  put 
in.  When  tire  tank  is  filled  steam  is  turned  on,  entering  at 
the  bottom  and  penetrating  the  whole  mass.  This  process 
continues  about  twelve  hours,  when  the  rotted  straw  is  placed 
in  a tank,  with  water,  where  it  is  torn  to  pieces  and  ground 
into  a pulp.  To  do  this  thoroughly  requires  about  two 
hours,  after  whicli  ti.'.c  pulp  is  rim  into  another  tank  where  it 
is  mixed  ''A'ith  more  water,  and  from  which  it  is  led  into  a tray 
in  V.  hieli  a wire  gauze  cylinder  is  constantly  revolving.  Tiio 
jjulpy  mass,  whicli  at  this  stage  of  the  jjrocess  is  thinner  than 
cream,  adheres  to  the  cylinder,  while  the  water  drains 
through.  As  the  cylinder  revolves  it  comes  in  contact  with 
a wide  .’clt  band  wldch  attracts  the  pulp  from  it  and  deposits 
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it  on  a solid  wooden  cylinder,  under  pressure.  As  often  as 
the  layer  of  paper  thus  formed  on  the  wooden  cylinder  be- 
comes the  required  thickness  for  a sheet  of  board, 'it  is  cut 
and  pulled  off.  The  board  after  being  dried,  is  run  through 
between  heavy  iron  rollers,  where  it  is  subjected  to  a pressure 
equal  to  many  tons  weight,  and  then  it  is  ready  for  market. 
This  miU  is  run  during  about  eight  months  of  the  year,  and 
in  that  time  manufactures  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
tons  of  straw  board.  Perkins'  woolen  fact'^ry,  located  on  the 
river,  about  a mile  above  the  village,  is  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  stocking  yarn,  flannel  and  cassimeres.  The  value 
of  its  manufactures  amounts  to  about  ^20,000  a year.  The 
organ  manufactory  of  Earle  & Bradlej’^  stands  on  the  railroad 
line,  opposite  the  depot.  The  manufacture  of  pipe  organs 
was  commenced  in  this  village  by  George  W.  Earle,  in  Deo. 
1868.  Twelve  to  fifteen  hands  are  employed  in  this  establish- 
ment, and  a very  superior  quality  of  work  is  turn'^d  out.  Pipe 
organs  ranging  in  value  from  1^500  to  $5000  are  built  here. 
Organs  have  been  built  by  this  firm  for  several  of  the  large 
churches  of  this  county,  but  their  largest  orders  are  from 
New  York  and  its  neighboring  cities  and  towns.  An  organ 
worth  $5,000  was  completed  here  last  spring,  for  a church  in 
New  Jersey,  and  two  others  have  since  been  built  for  churches 
in  New  York,  at  prices  of  $2,400  and  $3,500. 

The  suburb  oi  this  village  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the 
rivex  is  locally  known  as  “Brooklyn,"  A small  African  chuioli 
is  located  there.  This  is  over  the  line,  in  Southampton 

About  two  miles  north  of  Biverhead  lies  a tributary  settle- 
ment called  Middle-IloLid,  This  consists  of  about  twenty-five 
liouses,  scattered  along  a road  which  runs  east  and  west 
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through  a swampy  locality,  for  a distance  of  two  or  three 
miles.  A district  school  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  vicin- 
age. 

Aquebogue  is  an  ancient  settlement  extending  along  the 
IMiddle  Country  Road  about  four  miles,  and  joining  River- 
head  on  the  west.  It  contains  two  schools, — one  near  each 
end  of  the  settlement  — a church,  two  stores  and  several 
shops.  A saw  mill  and  carriage  manufactory  is  located  on  a 
small  stream  near  the  railroad,  about  a mile  south  of  the  main 
road.  The  church  of  this  village,  belonging  to  the  Congre- 
gational denomination,  is  a large,  noble  structure,  standing 
on  the  north  side  of  the  village  street,  near  the  head  of  the 
Meeting  House  Creek,  which  puts  in  from  Peconic  Bay. 
This  house  of  worsljip  w^as  erected  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
your  18i>2,  and  inherited  from  its  successor  the  title  of  the 
“Steeple  Church.”  The  former  building,  to  which  this  title 
was  first  given,  was  built  in  1797,  and  in  1833  re-modeled  and 
re-built,  at  which  time  the  steeple  which  suggested  the  title 
was  placed  upon  it.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from 
the  church  lies  a burying  ground  of  about  two  acres,  which 
was  commenced  in  that  use  in  1755.  The  first  church  of  this 
pp,rish  stood  on  this  ground,  and  was  probably  built  shortly 
before  that  time  : the  exact  date  is  not  known.  The  village 
street  is  a pleasant  one,  and  it  continues  through  an  unbroken 
settlement  tor  siiverai  miles  eastward.  This  village  contains 
a pupalation  ot  ihree  hundred  and  fifty.  It  was  formerly 
called  Upper  /Aquebogue,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  settlw- 
munt  of  Lower  Aquebogue  wdiich  adjoins  it  on  the  east. 

About  two  miles  of  the  Country  Road,  running  east  fioin 

1 ncticed  .‘?ottiemeut,  >vus  fpriaerlj  called  Lower,  or 
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Old  Aquebogue.  This  comprises  about  forty  houses,  and 
contains  a church,  school,  store,  a few  mechanic  shops,  and  a 
somewhat  ancient  burying-ground.  The  first  church  in  the 
town  was  built  here.  The  society  was  founded  as  a Presbyterian 
church,  and  the  edifice  erected  in  1731.  It  was  repaired  and 
enlarged  in  1830,  and  rebuilt  in  its  present  shape  in  1859,  the 
denomination  having  been  changed  to  the  Congregational 
form  a few  months  before.  It  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
denomination.  This  settlement  is  now  included  in  the  sec- 
tion called  Jamesport.  The  railroad  station  bearing  that 
name  is  a short  half  m;le  below  the  main  road. 

The  village  proper  of  Jamesport,  lies  on  the  shore  of 
Great  Peconic  Bay,  about  one  mile  south  of  the  railroad.  It 
has  a wharf  at  the  head  of  ship  navigation,  five  and  a half 
miles  below  Biverhead.  The  village  site  is  pleasantly  located 
and  regularly  laid  out  with  numerous  streets  crossing  each 
other  at  right  angles.  It  was  the  design  of  its  founders  to 
establish  here  a flourishing  and  important  maritime  village. 
The  settlement  was  begun  in  1833,  at  which  time  there  was 
not  a habitation  here.  Within  five  or  six  years  from  that 
time  about  forty  dwellings  were  erected,  but  the  village  has 
made  but  little  progress  since.  In  1843  there  were  two  or 
three  whale-ships  belonging  to  this  port.  It  now  contains  at 
store,  a school,  and  a Methodist  Episcopal  church.  This 
latter  biiildijig  was  erected  at  the  commencement  of  the  set- 
tlement, by  the  people  of  the  village,  for  a school,  or  house  ox 
worship,  wliichever  it  might  be  needed  for.  In  1854  the 
MtdhoJist  society,  wliich  had  worshiped  in  it  fvpnx  the  co:nw 
mencemeui,  ejected  its  piiv<?hase,  and  in  1871  it  '\vusreio 
o^  at.vl, 
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The  Jamesport  camp-meeting  grounds  are  located  in  a 
pleasant  grove  just  south  of  the  railroad  depot.  The  first 
camp-meeting  ever  held  here  was  in  Sei)tember,  1834.  The 
ground  was  then  owned  by  the  Methodist  Society,  who  in 
1854  exchanged  their  title  to  it  for  the  ownership  of  the  house 
of  worship.  In  1870  it  was  re-j)urchased  for  camp-meeting 
purposes,  by  the  Suffolk  County  Camp-Meeting  Association, 
and  has  since  been  held  for  that  use.  In  April,  1873,  this 
Association  was  incorporated  by  a charter  from  the  State 
Legislature.  By  this  charter  its  management  is  vested  in  a 
board  of  twenty-seven  trustees,  two-thirds  of  whom  are  re- 
quired to  be  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  This  ground 
comprises  about  six  acres,  and  was  purchased  at  a cost  of 
$1,000.  The  expense  for  tho  preachers’  head-quarters  and 
other  improvements  that  have  been  made  ui^oii  it,  amount  to 
about  $2,000. 

The  village  of  Franklinville,  which  is  the  continuation  of 
the  line  of  settlement  along  the  Country  Boad,  lies  mostly 
within  the  limits  of  Southold  town,  and  will  be  noticed  in  that 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


SOUTHAMPTON  TOWN — HISTOKY  AND  DESCRIPTION. 


The  town  of  Southampton  occupies  the  greater  part  of  the 
lower  peninsula  of  the  east  end  of  Long  Island.  It  is  a little 
more  than  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  varies  in  width  from 
half  a mile  to  eight  miles.  It  is  widest  at  the  ends,  and  is 
nearly  cut  in  two  in  the  middle  by  the  indentations  of  Shin  • 
necock  and  Great  Peconic  Bays.  It  is  bounded  on  the  south, 
outside  the  beach,  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ; on  the  west  it  joins 
Brookhaven  ; on  the  north  it  is  separated  from  Biverhead  and 
Southold  by  Peconic  Eiver,  and  Great  and  Little  Peconic 
Bays.  The  town  of  Easthampton  joins  it  on  the  east. 

This  town  contains  ninety-one  thousand,  five  hundred 
acres,  about  one-third  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  The 
north  side  is  hilly  and  sandy,  and  for  the  most  part  covered 
with  forest  growth.  The  settlements  are  along  the  south  side, 
bordering  the  bays  and  the  ocean.  The  soil  of  the  western 
half  is  with  few  local  exceptions  light  and  sandy.  East  of 
Shinnecock  Hills  the  south  xiart  is  a beautiful  plain  of  level 
fertile  land.  Stock-raising,  farming  and  fishing  are  liuj 
leading  pursuits  of  the  x^eoxfie. 

In  tlie  early  part  of  the  year  1640,  a company  of  eignt 
ypimg  Englishmen  banded  themselves  together  at  Lynn, 
Mass  , purchased  a small  sloop,  for  the  sum  of  £80,  and  in  it 
stiirted  out  to  establish  a settlement  upon  the  then  unfarrowed 
id  and  of  Paumanacke.  The  sloop  was  commanded  by  one  of 
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the  party,  Capt.  Daniel  Howe,  to  whom  the  other  owners 
assigned  their  various  shares,  to  be  paid  for  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  goods  and  passengers  at  rates  which  were  to  be  speci- 
fied. Further  conditions  stipulated  that  the  vessel  was  to  be 
kept  by  the  said  Daniel  Howe,  and  to  make  as  many  as  three 
trips  a year  between  Lynn  and  their  proposed  “ i)lantatioii  ” 
on  the  Island.  This  agreement  was  entered  into  before  the 
dej)arture  from  Lynn,  and  the  original  document  entitled 
“The  Disposall  of  theVessell”  is  still  preserved  among  the 
records  of  the  town.  It  is  dated  March  10,  1039.  The  little 
band  of  pioneers  thus  organized,  purchased  of  James  Farrett, 
Agent  for  Earl  Stirling,  tlie  right  to  further  purchase  of  the 
Indians  and  thus  to  possess,  eight  miles  square  any  where 
ui)on  the  island  that  they  might  select.  The  equivalent  to  be 
paid  to  Farrett  for  this  right  was  four  bushels  of  Indian  corn. 

After  a month  or  so  spent  in  exploring,  the  parties  landed 
at  Cow  Bay,  {in  Queens  County)  and  after  bargaining  with 
the  Indians  for  a tract  of  land,  commenced  a settlement. 
They  had  proceeded  in  this  enterprise  but  a little  while 
when  the  Dutch  Governor  of  New  Amsterdam,  William  Keift, 
who  had  previously  purchased  these  lands  of  the  Indians,  and 
whose  authority  the  Lynn  settlers  had  disregarded,  sent  a 
squad  of  twenty -eight  soldiers  and  officers,  and  arrested  the 
“ foreign  strollers  ” who  had  thus  intruded  upon  his  posses- 
sions, “ and  even  hevzn  dowm  the  arms  of  High  Mightinesses/* 
Six  of  the  party  were  taken  to  Fort  Amsterdam  and  examined 
before  the  Governor.  This  rvas  on  the  15th  of  May.  Four 
daj's  afteiwards  they  were  discharged  on  condition  tliat 
they  should  abandon  their  settlement  and  depart  beyond  the 
IViL'h  claim.  This  they  did  as  soon  as  practicable  after  their 
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release,  and,  sailing  down  the  sound,  through  Plum  Gut  and 
up  Peconio  Bay,  they  landed  at  North  Sea,  and  some  time 
during  the  month  of  June  commenced  the  settlement  of 
Southampton. 

July  7th,  following  this,  Farrett  defines  the  boundaries  of 
the  plantation  as  beginning  at  the  isthmus  now  called  Canoo 
Place,  and  extending  eastward  the  whole  breadth  of  the  land 
as  far  as  the  present  limits  of  the  town  go.  The  settlers 
whose  names  appear  in  Farrett’s  grant  were  Edward  Howell, 
John  Gosmer,  Edward  Farrington,  Daniel  Howe,  Thomas 
Halsey,  Edward  Needham,  Allen  Breed,  Thomas  Sayre, 
Henry  Walton,  George  Wells,  William  Harker,  and  Job 
Sayre. 

The  reader  will  perhaps  notice  that  according  to  the  dates 
as  we  have  given  them  from  history  and  the  records  of  this 
town,  there  appears  to  have  been  a difference  of  more  than  a 
year  between  the  time  when  the  settlers  of  Southampton 
made  ready  to  leave  Lynn,  and  the  time  when  they  first 
appeared  upon  the  island.  Howell,  in  his  History  of  South- 
ampton explains  away  this  mystery  in  a very  satisfactory 
manner  by  referring  to  the  fact  that  about  that  time 
there  existed  a custom  of  reckoning  the  year  as  com- 
mencing with  the  25th  of  March,  so  that  while  the  first  part 
of  that  montl)  was  counted  in  the  year  1639  the  latter  part  (or 
the  remaining  days  after  the  25th)  of  the  same  month  was 
ccunted  in  ilio  year  1610.  This  makes  it  plain  that  in  re  dity 
the*  date  of  their  landing  at  Cow  Bay,  about  the  middle  oi 
April  ICIO,  was  but  little  more  than  a montli  after  their  prv-p- 
arations  foj'  ieuving  Lynn,  as  indicated  by  the  “ Disposad  ol 
i;  <;  VeAseli,”  dated  March  10th,  1639, 
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December  13,  1610,  the  Shinnecock  Indians  gave  to  the 
settlers  a deed  for  this  land,  in  consideration  of  sixteen  coats 
already  received,  and  sixty  bushels  of  corn  to  be  delivered  by 
the  last  of  September  1611,  and  a further  condition  that  the 
said  white  settlers  should  defend  them  against  the  unlawful 
and  unjust  attack  of  any  other  Indians  that  might  assail  them. 

The  town  as  thus  first  laid  out  comprised  only  about  half 
its  present  territory.  A deed  for  the  remaining  or  western 
half  was  given  by  the  Indians  to  the  “ Townsmen  of  South- 
ampton,” Sept.  17,  1666.  April  10,  1662,  four  years  previous, 
the  same  tract  had  been  purchased  of  the  Indians  by  Thomas 
Topping,  for  twenty  fathoms  of  wampum.  In  order  to  quell 
the  dissatisfaction  manifested  by  the  Indians  at  the  encroach- 
ments of  civilization  upon  their  territory  the  whole  town  xvas 
re-purchased  of  them  Aug.  16,  1703,  for  which  they  received 
j£20.  In  this  way  did  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  town  pre- 
serve i^eace  with  the  Indians,  by  compromising  with  their 
fickleness  and  ignorance.  In  addition  to  this  they  were 
subjected  to  the  further  annoyance  of  being  twice  compelled 
to  take  out  patents  under  the  different  governors  that  were 
appointed  over  them.  The  first  of  these  was  granted  under 
Gov.  Andross,  Nov.  1,  1676,  and  the  second,  which  was  but 
an  amendment  or  confirmation  of  the  first,  under  Gov.  Don- 
gan,  Dec.  6,  1686, 

The  lands  at  first  were  hold  and  occupied  by  the  inhab- 
itants ill  couimoii,  but  the  increase  of  immigration  soon  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  make  a division  of  lands  among  individ- 
uals in  piopcrtiou  to  the  various  amounts  each  had  investi  d 
in  the  purchase  of  them.  In  the  early  days  of  this  little 
colu.ij  the  people  were  their  own  legislators  and  jurors,  and 
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assembled  together  twice  a year,  or  oftener,  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  to  and  deciding  any  civil  or  criminal  cases  that 
might  be  brought  before  tliem,  and  passing  such  laws  as 
seemed  appropriate  or  necessary. 

In  1644  the  people  of  this  town  placed  their  heretofore 
independent  government  under  the  ijrotection  of  the  colony 
of  Connecticut.  By  this  arrangement  the  town  was  to  have 
jurisdiction  over  its  own  local  aflairs,  and  to  nominate, 
annually,  three  magistrates  for  the  town,  two  only  of  which 
were  to  be  approved  and  appointed  by  the  General  Court  of 
Connecticut.  These  magistrates  were  the  guardians  and  dis- 
pensers of  justice,  and  had  authority  in  all  cases  except  where 
capital  punisliment  was  involved.  Such  cases  were  to  be 
referred  to  the  courts  of  Connecticut.  An  appeal  was  allowed 
from  the  decisions  of  these  magistrates  to  the  people  of  the 
town  assembled  in  annual  town-meeting. 

Among  the  regulations  and  orders  passed  by  the  town  at 
different  times,  the  following  tines  and  penalties  were  pre- 
scribed. For  lying,  by  a person  over  fourteen  years  of  age, 
a fine  of  five  shillings,  or  a seat  in  the  stocks  five  hours.  For 
stealing  a man’s  working  tools,  a fine  of  ten  shillings.  If  a 
man  went  on  a spree  and  became  drunken,  he  was  fined  ten 
shillings  for  the  first  offence,  twenty  shillings  for  the  second, 
and  thirty  shillings  for  the  third.  If  an  Indian  dug  ground- 
nuts on  hmd  occupied  by  the  whites,  he  should  be  set  in  the 
stocks,  and  If  he  persisted,  the  second  time  he  was  caught  lie 
slionid  be  wliipped.  If  a youth  under  sixteen  should  stml 
uu}  fruit  from  his  neighbor’s  orchard,  the  law  required  that 
his  parents  slionld  wailox)  him  severely,  in  the  xjresence  of  a 
r,pi;ctator.  If  the  culprit  had  no  xjarents  to  administer  this 
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ordinance,  or  if  they  refused  to  do  it,  the  magistrates  should 
attend  to  it  personally,  and  in  the  latter  case  also  impose  a 
sufficient  penalty  upon  the  parent  for  his  negligence.  If  a 
man  spoke  disrespectfully  of  his  neighbor  he  was  fined  more 
or  less,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  or  some- 
times sharply  whipped.  When  a woman  got  in  the  way  of 
using  harsh  words,  she  was  stood  up  in  court  with  a split 
stick  on  her  tongue.  The  Puritan  settlers  believed  in  enforc- 
ing the  doctrines  of  the  Bible  to  the  very  letter,  and  this  was 
the  way  they  li^id  of  bridling  the  tongue — that  unruly  mem- 
ber. Suppose  these  regulations  were  in  force  all  over  the 
country  at  the  present  day  ? Wouldn’t  magistrates  and  reve- 
nue officers  have  stirring  times,  collecting  tines,  picking  up 
drunken  men,  whittling  out  split  sticks,  and  lathering  bad 
boys  ? 

The  town  kept  a very  strict  watch  over  the  character  of  its 
inhabitants,  as  their  number  increased.  New  comers  were 
placed  on  probation  for  a season,  to  prove  their  honesty  and 
good  behavior,  before  being  admitted  to  the  fuU  privileges  of 
free-holders,  and  if  their  character  proved  unsatisfactory  they 
were  rejected  and  obliged  to  leave  the  jurisdiction.  No 
inhabitant  was  allowed  to  sell  his  house  or  land  to  a stranger, 
except  he  was  apf>roved  by  the  town. 

Wolves  in  early  times  were  made  a special  subject  of  legisla- 
tion. licwards  of  twenty  and  thirty  shillings  were  offered  by 
the  town  nt  dilTcrent  times  for  killing  them. 

Tnong'h.  the  wore  on  professedly  amicable  terms 

with  the  Indians  it  appears  tliey  were  most  of  the  time  suS’ 
picious  of  Lhern,  and  lived  in  constant  fear  of  an  outburst  cf 
the  s;.  ago  element.  All  male  citizens  over  sixteen  years  of 
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age,  unless  exempt  by  law,  were  required  to  assemble  for 
military  drill  six  times  a year,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  con- 
stant readiness  for  defense  of  the  settlement.  In  cases  of 
sudden  attack  an  alarm  was  to  be  given  by  the  tiring  of  one 
or  more  guns,  hearing  which  the  people  were  to  assemble  at 
specitied  points,  equipped  for  action.  These  regulations  were 
more  strictly  enforced  during  such  times  as  danger  seemed 
imminent.  We  do  not  learn,  however,  as  any  attacks  were 
ever  made  by  the  Indians  upon  the  people  of  this  town. 

The  Indian  name  for  this  section  was  Agawam.  The  name 
Southampton,  was  given  in  remembrance  of  the  place  in  Eng- 
land from  which  the  settlers  immigrated  to  this  country. 

In  1644:  the  town  passed  regulations  for  equitably  disposing 
of  any  whales  that  should  be  cast  upon  the  beach,  so  as  to 
give  the  whole  people  a share  in  such  prizes,  instead  of  allow- 
ing the  greedy  discoverers  to  monopolize  the  whole.  The 
discoverer  of  a stranded  whale  was  to  receive  a reward  of  five 
shillings  for  his  trouble,  “but  yf  yt  shall  be  by  the  Magistrate 
or  whom  he  shall  appoint  adjudged  not  to  be  worth  tive  shil- 
lings, then  the  sayd  parties  which  shall  give  information  shall 
have  yt  for  his  paynes.”  It  was  further  specitied  that  if  any 
one  should  tind  a whale  on  the  Sabbath  day,  he  should  not  be 
entitled  to  any  reward.  In  later  years  the  business  of  cruis- 
ing along  the  shore  in  small  boats,  after  whales,  grew  up  am] 
was  extensively  engaged  in  by  the  people  of  this  town. 

The  following  items  are  worthy  of  preservation.  In  1641 
the  town  forl3,jde  the  sale  or  transfer  of  any  war-like  imple- 
ments to  the  Indians,  under  penalty  of  confiscation  of  the 
entire  personal  eil'ects  of  the  party  so  transgressing.  In  lbl5 
the  town  required  eacn  family  to  take  turns  in  sweeping  out 
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the  meeting-house,  and  making  fire  in  it  on  Sunday  mornings, 
in  cold  weather.  Delinquents  in  the  matter  were  subject  to 
a fine  of  two  shillings  and  six  pence  a time.  The  same  year 
‘ the  people,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  a sudden  attack  from 
the  IndicUis,  carried  their  fire-arms  to  church  with  them  on 
Sundays.  In  1680  the  town  paid  their  minister  £100  a year 
in  produce,  at  specified  rates,  besides  the  use  of  certain  lands, 
and  shares  in  the  commonage.  It  appears  that  a mill  for 
grinding  grain  was  established  at  a very  early  period,  and 
that  this  enterprise  was  under  the  management  of  the  town. 
In  1652  “the  town  meeting  agreed  to  allow  their  neighbors 
of  Easthampton  liberty  to  grind  their  corn  at  their  mill,  pro- 
vided they  helped  to  open  the  sepoose.  ” In  1665  the  town 
authorized  John  Jessup  to  “call  forth  thirty  men  to  goe  to 
the  west  sepoose,”  probably  to  assist  in  some  repairing  which 
Wiis  necessary.  In  the  year  1653,  during  the  time  when  the 
peace  of  the  English  settlements  on  Long  Island  was  greatly 
disturbed  by  the  suspicion  that  the  Indians  and  the  Dutch 
were  conspiring  to  exterminate  or  drive  tliem  away,  the 
general  court  of  the  town  ordered  that  no  Indian  should  be 
allowed  to  come  within  a specified  distance  of  the  village,  nor 
to  come  to  the  mill  with  any  gun  or  bow  and  arrow.  The 
same  year  Jonas  Wood  was  deputed  to  go  to  Connecticut,  “to 
obtaine  for  ye  towne  a store  of  ammunition.”  At  that  earl^ 
period  it  seems  tiie  matter  of  establisliiiig  a permanent  con- 
nection between  Shiimecock  Bay  and  the  Ocean  must  have 
leceived  considerable  attention.  August  18th  of  that  yeur, 
“At  a towne  rneethige  it  is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  anotlnr 
attempt  to  let  go  Shimiecock  water.  Thompson  says,  “in 
the  year  1875  there  were  in  this  town  seventy-five  men  who 
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bore  arms  in  the  militia.”  The  total  population  of  the  town 
in  1698  was  nine  huntlred  and  seventy-four.  Of  these  there 
were  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  “male  Christians,” 
three  hundred  and  fifty  “female  Christians,”  forty  male,  and 
forty-three  female  negro  slaves,  and  one  hundred  and  iifty- 
two  Indians,  including  women  and  children. 

A part  of  the  village  of  Eastport,  which  has  been  noticed  in 
connection  mth  Brookhaven,  extends  into  the  southwest 
corner  of  this  town.  A Methodist  Protestant  church  was 
built  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  village  about  the  year  1846. 
Seatuck  Kiver  divides  the  village  nearly  in  the  middle.  An- 
other stream,  of  smaller  size,  runs  down  half  a mile  east  of  it, 
furnishing  power  for  driving  a saw  and  grist  mill.  The  sec- 
tion between  these  two  streams  was  once  called  Waterville. 

Speoiik  is  a small  village,  rather  compact  for  one  of  its 
class,  lying  in  the  west  part  of  this  town,  about  one  mile 
from  the  boundary.  The  station  on  the  Sag  Harbor  Branch 
B.  E.  is  near  the  western  part  of  the  village,  and  two  and  a 
quarter  miles  east  of  Moriches  Station.  Speonk  has  a popula- 
tion of  about  two  hundred.  Its  habitations,  forty-five  in 
number,  occupy  the  sides  of  a single  street,  one  mile  and  a 
half  in  length,  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  railroad  and 
half  to  three  fourths  of  a mile  south  of  it.  The  whole  village 
is  beautimliy  located  on  a level  neck  of  fine  farming  land, 
-'.Vitkin  fall  view  of  tlie  bay  about  half  a mile  distant,  and  the 
beacli  kills  beyond.  Its  inland  skirts  abound  with  pleasant 
groves  of  oak  timber,  The  peoirle’ are  nearly  all  farmers  of 
the  wcll-to-iio  sort  Fish  Creek  is  a x^ond  of  salt  water  ti'ilni- 
t-ry  to  I. he  bay  and  skirted  by  flats  of  salt  meadow,  on  the 
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western  boundary.  The  noticable  institutions  of  the  place 
are  a district  school,  a post-office,  a church,  an  academy  and 
a summer  boarding  house.  The  latter  is  the  Bay  Side  House, 
opened  during  the  season  of  1872  for  the  first  time.  Its  loca- 
tion is  near  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  afibrds  a delightful 
view  of  the  beach,  the  bay,  and  the  adjoining  meadows.  A 
very  neat  building,  intended  for  an  academy,  was  erected 
here  about  ten  years  ago,  and  a school  was  kept  up  in  it  a few 
years  by  Mr.  John  Tuttle,  a native  of  this  xfiace.  Tlie  in- 
stitution is  now  closed.  The  church  of  this  place  was 
originally  Presbyterian,  but  late  arrangements  have  xfiaced  it 
under  the  care  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  persuasion,  in 
connection  with  the  church  of  that  denomination  at  Eastport. 

Westhamifion  is  a settlement,  or  rather  a group  of  settle- 
ments, of  extended  but  indefinite  limits,  covering  ground 
enough  for  a resxDectable  sized  township,  next  in  order  east, 
and  contiguous  to  Speonk.  It  is  jjroperly  separated  from  the 
latter  by  Speonk  Biver.  This  river  rises  just  above  the  rail- 
road line,  about  one  and  a half  miles  from  the  Bay.  It 
supplies  a mill-x)ond,  the  upper  end  of  which  is  crossed  by  the 
Branch  K.  E.,  and  on  the  dam  at  the  lower  end  is  the  car- 
riage shop  of  E.  P.  & L.  Tuttle.  The  business  was  estab- 
lished here  in  1844,  by  Mr.  Daniel  Tuttle,  father  of  the 
present  projuietois.  The  x>i'esent  building,  erected  in  1851/, 
is  of  brick,  twenty-live  by  sixty-two  feet  on  the  ground,  and 
two  stories  lii gin  3 1 contains  various  machinery  for  sawing 
turning,  boring,  drilling  and  othenvise  sliax^ing  and  workiiig 
wood  and  metal,  all  driven  by  water  XJower.  Some  very  nice, 
substantial  uitd  even  viiowy  carriages  are  fitted  ux>  at  tins 
bln  i-; 
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The  land  on  the  east  side  of  this  river,  and  below  the  road 
which  crosses  the  dam  is  known  by  the  name  of  Brushy  Neck. 
It  contains  a few  houses.  Next  east  of  it  is  a rather  indefinite 
locality  called  Tanner’s  Neck,  from  the  fact  that  many  years 
ago  one  of  the  early  settlers,  a Deacon  dagger,  carried  on  tlio 
tanning  business  here.  The  neighborhood  from  Speonk 
Biver  extending  about  half  a mile  east,  including  these  two 
necks,  and  covering  altogether  perhaps  twenty  houses,  has 
lately  received  the  name  of  Union  Place.  A Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  erected  in  1833,  stands  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  vicinity,  upon  the  principal  road  through  it.  This 
road  is  the  continuation  of  the  one  which  branches  off 
to  the  south  from  the  old  Country  Road  at  Eastport,  and  forma 
the  main  street  of  that  village,  Speonk,  and  this  place,  join- 
ing the  Country  Road  again  at  Beaver  Dam,  about  a mile  east 
of  here. 

At  Beaver  Dam  we  find  an  ancient  miU  site.  Tradition 
claims  that  the  dam  on  which  the  mill  is  located  was  actually 
constructed  by  those  industrious  animals  in  whose  honor  it 
was  named.  The  Westhampton  post-office,  a store,  a black- 
smith and  wheelwright  shop  are  located  near  here.  Also  a 
respectable  sized  brick  school  house.  Near  this  is  the  old 
burying  ground,  covering  a lot  of  three  or  four  acres.  lu 
this  we  find  some  ancient  graves,  made  about  the  middle 
tlie  last  century,  or  perhaps  before.  The  most  promment 
iriemory  piece  here  is  the  soldiers  monument,  erected  by  the 
■ x^eople  cf  this  parisli  in  honor  of  their  neighbors  who  fell 
while  in  tlie  Uuicn  service  during  the  late  war.  It  is  about 
sixteen  feet  iiigli.  bj  three  and  a half  feet  square  at  the  ba  .3, 
r,  ud  was  erected  in  1866.  The  material  is  a coarse  brown 
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stone.  The  die  contains  the  following  inscription  and  names. 
“Westhampton’s  tribute  to  the  patriotism  and  bravery  of  her 
sons,  who  in  the  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
heroically  fought,  and  honorably  fell.”  Capt.  Franklin  B. 
Hallock,  Serg’t  Cyrus  D.  Tuthill,  Corp.  Hiram  H.  Wines, 
Keeves  H.  Hayens,  Timothy  W.  Robinson,  Thomas  M. 
Smith,  Edward  Stephens,  James  E,  Griffing,  Henry  S.  Ray- 
nor. 

Westhampton  station  is  about  a mile  north  of  here,  and 
two  miles  and  three  quarters  east  of  Speonk.  Down  the  west 
side  of  the  stream  upon  which  Beaver  Dam  is  situated  is  a 
hamlet  of  less  than  half  a dozen  houses  called  by  the  Indian 
name  of  Pautuck.  On  the  east  side  of  the  same  creek  we  find 
another  little  hamlet  rejoicing  in  the  name  of  Onock.  Edwin 
0.  Halsey  Inis  a large  summer  boarding  house  hero.  It  is 
supplied  with  gas,  manufactured  on  the  premises.  This 
house  is  in  convenient  proximity  to  the  bay,  and  as  that  body 
of  water  is  quite  narrow  here,  the  beach  and  ocean  are  easily 
reached.  The  land  here  is  level,  and  though  naturally  light, 
is  well  fed  with  fish  and  other  fertilizers  from  the  bay,  and 
therefore  made  productive.  Next  east  of  this  is  the  hamlet  of 
Potuck,  similar  in  general  character  to  those  we  have  i^assed, 
while  just  beyond  that,  we  reach  the  breezy  plain  of  Ketch- 
aboneck,  which  lies  upon  the  west  bank  of  Asspatuck 
Creek.  At  iliis  plaeo  is  a small  store  and  a district 
school.  The  He  .yell  House,  by  Mortimer  D.  Howell,  is  a 
magnificent  saramer  boarding  house  at  this  i^lace.  Its  loca- 
tion is  in  the  mid^>i  of  a beautiful  lawn,  with  an  unobstructed 
prosi3ect  of  tlie  lieacli  hills  less  than  a mile  away.  This  house, 
since  iti.  completion  in  ISfio,  has  been  the  resort  at  times  dur- 
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ing  the  “heated  term,”  of  the  great  showman,  P.  T.  Barnum, 
He  had  spent  some  time  here  as  a guest  of  the  proprietor’s 
father,  before  its  erection,  and  in  his  '^Struggles  and  JH- 
umphs  ” he  relates  some  of  his  amusing  experiences  while 
here  in  his  genial  and  interesting  style. 

From  this  place  a road  leads  directly  across  to  the  beach, 
the  great  bay  at  this  extremity  being  so  narrow  that  it  is 
spanned  by  a bridge.  On  this  road,  and  within  hilf  a mile 
of  the  ever  thundering  breakers,  stands  the  sea  side  residence  of 
Gen.  John  A.  Dix.  This  spacious  and  elegant  mansion, 
erected  but  a few  years  ago,  stands  by  itself  ujDon  the  open 
plain,  and  shows  in  conspicuous  relief  against  the  naked 
landscape  which  surrounds  it.  The  ground  in  the  vicinity  is 
level,  and  nearly  as  destitute  of  trees  or  shrubbery  as  the 
desert  of  Sahara.  A lawn  has  been  graded  and  “seeded 
down  ” in  front,  and  young  trees  planted  upon  it,  which  will 
in  time  afford  a refreshing  shade,  and  relieve  the  monotony  of 
the  scenery.  Notwithstanding  the  lack  of  trees  or  shade,  this 
region  during  the  heat  of  summer,  is  one  of  the  coolest  spots 
on  the  whole  island.  The  very  absence  of  any  amount  of 
trees  or  shrubs  is  a favorable  condition  to  the  free  circulation 
of  that  almost  invariable  sea-breeze  which  sweeps  over  the. 
land  during  the  summer  afternoon. 

A dam  and  })ridge  across  Asspatuck  Creek  connects  Ketcii- 
aboneck  witli  Quiogue.  This  little  hamlet  of  about  lu.lf  a 
dozen  dwolliugs  occupies  a peninsula  which  is  about  liali  a 
mile  in  width,  and  lies  between  the  last  named  creek  oii  the 
v^est  and  Quantiick  Creek  on  the  east.  Both  these  o-ecks 
em])ty  .into  Qaantuck  Bay,  which  is  connected  by  a naLo  ow 
outitjt  with  the  extremity  of  the  East  Bay. 
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The  Presbyterian  church  of  the  parish  of  Westhampton,  a 
plain  building,  but  of  comfortable  size,  stands  in  the  border 
of  the  woods  at  this  place.  The  first  church  of  this  parish 
was  erected  sometime  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century. 
It  stood  within  or  hard  by  the  burying  ground  we  have  no- 
ticed at  Beaver  Dam,  about  two  miles  west  of  here.  The 
present  house  was  erected  in  1831,  and  dedicated  Jan.  20, 
1832. 

Westhampton  Lodge,  No.  885,  of  Good  Templars,  was 
organized  on  the  15th  of  April,  1869.  It  now  numbers  about 
forty-eight  members. 

Several  fish  oil  factories  have  been  established  on  the  beach 
opposite  Westhampton. 

Quogue,  situated  upon  a*  level  plain,  just  east  of  the  latter 
})laco,  is  a small  village,  rather  compact,  containing  a sub- 
stantial population  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  which  is  during 
the  mouth  of  July  and  August  temporarily  increased  to  four 
or  five  times  that  number.  This  periodical  increase  is  due  to 
the  “boiling  over  ” of  New  York  city  during  the  heated  term. 
The  true  aboriginal  name  of  this  place  is  suj^posed  to  have 
been  Quaquanantuck,  though  from  the  similarity  of  the  words 
it  seems  to  us  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  long  name 
may  have  been  the  origin  of  Quantuck,  the  name  of  the 
small  bay  lying  sontliwest  of  here.  Quogue  is  a favorite 
watering  place.  It  lies  directly  on  the  ocean, — only  a fiat  of 
meadow  about  half  a mile  in  width  intervening  between  the 
village  street  and  the  beach  hills  on  the  shore. 

It  is  fasluonable,  and  perfectly  natural  for  city  dwellers, 
accustomed  to  the  ceaseless  round  of  confusion  and  excito- 
mtc-n,  tud  euifeited  by  the  exquisitely  refined  nonsense  of 
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artificial  life,  to  resort  for  a season,  as  if  in  desperation,  to 
the  very  opposite  extreme  of  scenery  and  surroundings. 
From  the  city,  where  every  inch  of  ground,  and  all  that  is 
possible  of  aerial  space,  is  filled  with  the  works  of  man,  and 
the  very  air  is  darkened  by  swarms  of  human  bees,  it  is  a 
joyous  relief  to  flee  to  the  solitude  of  these  desolate  and 
barren  hiUs,  where  one  sees  nothing  but  the  crude  formations 
of  nature  and  hears  no  other  sound  but  the  uncultivated 
voice  of  the  murmuring  sea.  “What  are  the  wild  waves 
saying  ? ” is  a question  which  many  i^oetic  dreamers  have 
propounded  as  they  stood  upon  the  burning  sand  and 
watched  the  ocean  rave  and  wallow  at  their  feet,  as  if  mad 
with  its  fruitless  attempts  to  communicate  some  important 
warning  or  information  to  the  minds  of  men. 

This  recreation  of  city  people  (kuing  the  hot  summer 
months  gives  to  this  place  its  life,  and  the  pecuniary  result  is 
its  chief  support.  Six  large  houses  are  open  during  the  sum- 
mer, for  the  reception  of  visitors.  The  village  street  describes 
a semi-circle,  sweeping  down  towards  the  ocean  and  landward 
again.  The  village  cemetery  lies  back  of  the  settlement,  in 
the  fields.  Near  the  centre  of  the  village,  on  the  corner  of  a 
street  running  to  the  ocean,  is  a neat  little  chapel,  built  in 
1871,  open  to  all  Christian  denominations,  but  under  the  care 
of  the  Presbyt.niau  society  of  this  parish,  [Westhampton,  | 
The  village  has  a store  and  a x30st-office. 

On  the  beach  opposite  this  j^lace,  a visionary  genius,  siip- 
portod  by  capitalists  from  the  city,  commenced  a few  years 
ago  extensive  experi)nents  in  the  manufacture  of  iodine  from 
the  salt  water  of  the  ocean.  Large  buildings  were  erected, 
a ad  (lio  process  commenced  on  an  extravagant  scale,  but  the 
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project  proved  a failure  and  was  abandoned.  Shortly  after- 
ward the  engineering  spirit  of  that  enterprise  conceived  the 
idea  of  manufacturing  steel  from  the  sand  on  the  beach. 
Capitalists  were  again  found  to  support  the  project,  and  mag- 
nificent experiments  were  set  on  foot  in  this  new  direction. 
The  result  of  these  experiments  seemed  to  jjrove  that  a supe- 
rior article  of  steel  could  be  produced  here,  but  at  so  great  a 
cost  as  to  forbid  any  profits  arising  from  the  business.  The 
enterprise  was  therefore  pronounced  a failure,  and  the  estab- 
lishment with  its  machinery  was  sold  at  great  sacrifice,  and 
has  been  removed. 

Two  miles  northeast  of  Quogue,  on  a neck  of  land  lying 
between  two  small  arms  which  project  inland  from  the  west- 
ern part  of  Sliinnecock  Bay,  is  the  village  of  Atlaiiticville, 
formerly  called  Fourth  Neck.  By  the  census  of  1870  it  has 
a population  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  The  people 
are  mostly  small  farmers,  fishermen  and  mechanics.  On  the 
northern  limit  of  the  settlement  is  a small  brook  to  which  the 
Indians  gave  the  name  of  Weesuck.  The  place  has  a “right 
smart  ” district  school,  a small  M.  E.  church,  a store  and 
post-office.  A Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  was 
instituted  here  Feb.  4,  1869,  and  now  numbers  fifty-five 
members. 

Quogue  Station,  on  the  Sag  Harbor  Branch  R.  R.,  is  located 
half  a mile  uorliiwest  from  the  upper  end  of  this  village,  and 
about  three  miles  from  Quogue.  The  station  representing 
Quogue  was  formerly  located  about  a mile  and  a half  west  of 
the  present  stopping  place,  at  a point  more  convenient  for  the 
people,  but  owing  to  some  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  erectioa, 
of  lepot  buildings,  it  was  removed  hither,  evidently  as  i 
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means  of  reducing  the  obdurate  Quogue  people  to  a proper 
degree  of  penitence  and  submission,  Tlie  accommodations  at 
this  station  are  a platform  and  a side  track.  This  station  is 
about  three  and  a half  miles  east  of  Westhampton.  A very 
few  houses  are  scattered  about  the  vicinity. 

About  three  score  and  ten  years  ago  there  stood  a small 
house  on  the  north  side  of  the  old  South  Country  Eoad,  about 
two  miles  west  of  the  isthmus  of  Canoe  Place,  and  about  four 
miles  east  of  the  present  village  of  A tlanticville.  The  house 
stood  alone  in  a valley,  on  or  near  the  premises  now  owned 
by  Mr.  Elisha  King,  and  it  was  then  occui)ied  by  an  aged 
widow  lady.  In  this  comparatively  fertile  valley  there  stood 
a pool  of  water,  no  doubt  on  a clay  bottom.  Walking  near  it 
one  day  the  old  lady  picked  up  a lump  of  the  soil  and  made 
the  chance  remark  “this  is  good  ground^  From  this  un- 
important incident  the  village  of  Good  Ground  took  its  name. 
Such  is  the  tradition  handed  down  among  the  natives  of  the 
place. 

Since  that  time  this  locality  has  become  an  important 
centre  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  hamlets.  The 
principal  part  of  the  village  lies  along  the  road  a distance  of 
one  mile  from  east  to  west,  and  contains  twenty-six  dwellings, 
a Methodist  Episcopal  church,  built  in  1836,  three  stores,  a 
post-office,  hotel,  windmill,  and  a district  school.  The  soil  is 
light,  aud  favorable  to  the  growth  of  small  fruits.  Large 
quantities  of  strawberries  were  shipped  from  here  during  tlie 
season  of  18'72  to  the  Boston  “Jubilee.”  The  Branch  It.  hi. 
lies  parallel  with  the  village  street,  twenty  to  forty  rods  south 
of  it  Good  Gi'ouuu  dexjot  is  four  miles  and  a quarter  east  of 
Qiujgue  Station. 
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The  peninsula  of  Ponqiiogue,  or  more  thoroughly  aborigi- 
nalized,  Paugonquogue,  projects  southward  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Good  Ground  into  Shinnecock  Bay,  and  nearly 
divides  it  into  two  parts.  This  peninsula  is  quite  regular  in 
form,  and  about  two  miles  across  it  in  either  direction.  It  is 
partly  covered  with  Oakland  pine  forest,  and  the  surface  for  the 
most  part  is  level  and  very  sandy.  On  a point  which  forms 
its  southern  extremity  is  a clearing  containing  the  hamlet  of 
Ponquogue.  This  settlement  contains  fifteen  dwellings  and 
the  Light  House,  which  stands  in  majestic  conspicuousness 
upon  the  point,  a little  in  advance  of  the  habitations  and  just 
one  mile  from  the  ocean  shore.  The  lantern  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  from  the  ground,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  is  reached  by  a flight  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  steps.  It  is  of  French  manu- 
facture, the  lens  of  the  first  order,  and  the  light  a stationary 
one,  visible  thirty-five  miles  at  sea.  This  “ Light”  was  built 
in  1857,  and  lighted  for  the  first  time  on  the  night  of  Jan.  1. 
1858.  The  Bay  View  House,  a commodious  hotel  standing 
near  this  point,  is  well  patronized  by  pleasurists  who  wish  to 
enjoy  the  facilities  for  gunning  and  fishing  which  the  place 
aftbrds. 

About  a mile  northwest  of  Ponquogue,  on  Smith’s  Creeks  is 
a settlement  ot  eighteen  houses  called  Springville.  This  is  on 
the  west  side  of  the  peninsula.  The  most  prominent  instit'i- 
tion  of  the  place  is  a district  school  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pupils.  Btill  further  up,  and  on  the  creek  which 
forms  the  wcstein  Injiindary  of  the  peninsula,  and  gives  tini 
locality  its  name;  is  the  hamlet  of  Tianna,  containing  fourtecu 
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houses.  This  is  about  a mile  southwest  of  the  village  centre 
of  Good  Ground. 

Eed  Creek  is  a scattered  neighborhood,  containing  half  a 
dozen  houses,  located  three  miles  northwest  of  Good  Ground, 
near  Peconic  Bay.  Southport  Bay  is  a wing  of  the  bay  lying 
behind  a narrow  strip  of  land  called  Red  Cedar  Point,  which 
projects  a mile  north Avest  into  the  bay.  The  western  part  of 
this  locality  is  also  knoAvn  by  the  name  of  Hubbardtown,  and 
here  a small  grist-mill  has  been  established  on  a brook  which 
empties  just  west  of  Southport  Harbor.  Red  Creek  has  a 
school,  and  by  the  census  of  1870  a population  of  forty-six. 
The  bay  and  creeks  are  skirted  by  immense  tracts  of  salt 
meadows. 

SquiretoAvii,  on  Great  Peconic  Bay,  one  and  a half  miles 
southeast  from  hero,  and  the  same  distance  north  of  Good 
Ground,  is  a hamlet  consisting  of  six  farm-houses.  The  first 
settlement  was  made  here  about  eighty  years  ago  by  one  Ellis 
Squires,  the  ancestor  of  that  numerous  family  whose  repre- 
sentatives are  so  often  met  with  in  this  part  of  the  town. 
Here  also  the  shore  is  lined  with  salt  meadoAvs,  and  in  pre- 
revolutionary times  the  people  of  other  jjarts  of  the  town 
were  Avont  to  come  and  cut  the  grass  for  hay.  For  their 
accommodation  Avliile  temporarily  sojourning  here  during  the 
haying  season,  they  had  erected  a rude  house,  and  it  was  in 
this  house  that  Mr.  Squires  with  a large  family  of  children 
estM/lislied  themselves  and  began  the  settlement. 

Canoe  Place  is  a village  of  fishermen,  but  little  more  than  n 
mile  east  of  Good.  Ground.  It  is  on  the  northern  extremity 
of  that  part  ci  Shiiinecock  Bay  Avhich  lies  east  of  the  penin- 
suh  of  Ponqnogue,  The  place  has  an  air  of  historical  and 
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scenic  romance  hovering  about  it,  and  teems  with  the  associa- 
tions and  legends  of  the  dead  past.  Its  site  is  among  a 
group  of  low  sandy  hills,  overlooking  the  bays  north  and 
south,  and  affording  an  unobstructed  view  of  the  bleak  waste 
of  Shinnecock  hills  on  the  east.  The  Indian  name  of  the 
place  is  variously  given  by  different  authorities,  as  Merosuck, 
Niamiick,  and  Niamug.  The  land  here  is  drawn  up  to  a nar- 
row isthmus,  less  than  half  a mile  in  width,  and  the  settlement 
is  just  on  the  west  side  of  this  contracted  jjoint.  Across  this 
narrow  link  the  Indians  used  to  haul  their  canoes  from  the 
Peconic  to  the  Shinnecock  and  vice  versa.  Hence  the  pro- 
priety of  the  name.  It  has  twenty-eight  houses,  an  old 
established  tavern,  a store,  and  a small  Congregation^  church. 
These  are  scattered  among  the  sand  hiUs  which  infest  the 
vicinity.  Canoe  Place,  like  all  tlie  oilier  hamlets  which  liave 
been  noticed  under  the  head  of  Good  Ground,  is  tributary  to 
that  place,  and  within  the  delivery  of  that  post-office. 

The  aggregate  jiopulation  of  Good  Ground  with  its  tribu- 
tary settlements,  excepting  Bed  Creek,  which  has  been  given 
by  itself,  was  by  the  census  of  1870,  five  hundred  and  four. 

About  half  a mile  east  of  Good  Ground  station  the  railroad 
passes  through  an  old  Indian  burying-ground,  which  was  also 
at  an  early  period  the  site  of  a church  belonging  to  the 
Shinnecock  tribe.  This  ground  is  now  grown  over  witli 
bushes  and  trees,  and  bears  no  discernible  evidence  of  the  use 
to  \Yhicli  it  was  once  consecrated,  except  that  within  a little 
enclosure  of  weather-beaten  picket  fence  a plain  head-stone 
guards  a single  grave.  Tliis  is  but  a few  rods  from  tlie  track, 
on  lim  south  side,  and  can  be  seen  from  the  ear  Avindow  while 
passing  by.  It  is  the  grave  of  the  Bev.  Paul  Culiee,  a nuttve 
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preacher  of  the  Shinnecock  tribe,  who  is  mentioned  by  the 
historians  as  a man  of  extraordinary  eloquence  and  talent. 
Of  i3arentage  somewhat  mixed  with  African  blood  he  was 
born  March  4tli,  1757;  reared  as  a servant  in  the  family  of 
Major  Frederick  Hudson,  at  Wading  River;  on  reaching  the 
years  of  maturity,  having  not  long  before  been  converted 
from  a career  of  persistent  recklessness  to  the  Christian 
religion,  he  was  constrained  by  the  promptings  of  his  own 
heart  to  engage  in  the  work  of  preaching  the  gosx)el  to  his 
native  brethren.  During  the  last  thirteen  years  of  his  life  he 
was  employed  by  the  New  York  Missionary  Society  to  labtjr 
among  the  tribes  on  the  eastern  part  of  Long  Island.  That 
Society  after  his  death  erected  the  marble  slab  which  stands 
by  his  resting  place.  He  died  on  the  7th  of  March,  1812. 

Shinnecock  Bay  is  uu  irregular  body  of  water,  about  ten 
miles  in  length,  extending  most  of  the  way  from  Quogue  to 
Southampton.  It  is  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a sand 
beach,  through  which  inlets  have  at  different  times  been 
opened  at  various  points.  The  present  one  is  nearly  closed. 
This  bay,  and  particularly  the  eastern  part,  has  long  been 
famous  for  the  great  numbers  and  excellent  quality  of  its 
hard  shell  clams.  During  years  gone  by  an  immense  business 
has  been  done  in  collecting  and  shipping  these  clams  to  all 
parts  of  the  State  and  New  England,  where  they  have  held 
the  highest  rej  iitatioi)  in  the  markets. 

On  tlie  eastern  confines  of  Canoe  Place  the  waters  on  tiie 
north  and  on  the  soutli  approach  each  other  so  close  that 
we  may  see  them  both  from  the  car  windows  as  we  pass  across 
the  narrow  istliiinis  of  Niamug.  A tradition  exists,  to  the 
effect  that  at  some  period  in  the  misty  recesses  of  the  past, 
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a canal  was  opened  across  this  narrow  neck,  connecting  the 
waters  of  the  Shimiecock  with  those  of  the  Peconic.  If  it  is 
true  that  such  an  enterprise  was  ever  engineered  by  the 
savage  natives,  time  or  the  hand  of  man  has  effaced  all  traces 
of  it.  The  “Long  Island  Canal  Co.”  was  organized  April 
15th,  1828,  with  a capital  of  $200,000,  having  for  its  object 
the  connection,  of  the  bays  along  the  south  side  of  Long  ' 
Island,  by  canals,  and  tlie  opening  through  to  Peconic  Bay  at  1 

this  point.  A survey  was  made,  but  nothing  further  done.  i 

April  8th,  1848,  the  “Long  Island  Canal  and  Navigation  Co.”  ! 
was  organized  with  a nominal  capital  of  $300,000,  designed  to  j 
accomplish  the  same  object,  but  as  before  without  successful  i 
result.  ' ! 

I 

Having  crossed  this  narrow  link  of  earth,  we  find  ourselves  | 
at  once  amid  the  barren  hills  of  Shinnecock,  reveling  in  their  j 
legends  of  dark  tragedies,  and  associations  of  savage  romance.  ^ 
Here  we  are  told  that  the  dare-devil  traveler  who  challenged  | 

all  the  grim  spirits  of  the  infernal  regions  to  deter  him  from  i 

crossing  these  hills  on  a dark  and  stormy  night,  many  years  j 
ago,  was  soon  after  found  lying  dead  by  the  road-side,  without  ^ 

a mark  of  violence  upon  him  except  that  his  tongue  was  j 

drawn  out  “by  the  roots”  and  hung  on  a neighboring  bush.  | 

As  his  money  was  found  untouched  in  his  pockets,  it  was  ' 

evident  the  mysterious  deed  had  not  been  perpetrated  lor  | 
plunder,  tunl  as  the  xjeculiar  nature  of  the  wound  seemed  ro  | 
forbid  the  supposition  that  human  hands  were  responsilde  tor  j 
the  deed,  its  commission  was  ascribed  directly  to  the  fiends  of  I 
drvririiess  whose  vengence  the  hapless  traveler  had  defied.  | 

XJpou  the  southern  border  of  this  rugged  group,  and  over-  ' 

looking  the  bay,  Sugar  Loaf  Hill  raises  its  bald  peak  above  j 
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its  lesser  brothers.  This  hill  rises  abruptly  from  the  shore  of 
the  bay  to  an  elevation  of  considerable  more  than  one  hun- 
dred feet,  being  the  highest  point  on  the  south  side  of  the 
island,  and  the  first  land  seen  by  the  mariner  when  approach- 
ing this  coast. 

These  hills  occupy  the  breadth  of  the  peninsula  as  it 
widens,  and  extend  from  Canoe  Place  eastward  about  four 
miles.  They  were  once  the  residence  of  that  tribe  of  Indiana 
whose  name  they  bear.  Huge  piles  of  sand,  they  formed  an 
almost  impassible  barrier,  which  divided  the  intercourse  of 
civilization  upon  one  side  from  that  upon  the  other.  This 
barrier  is  now  pierced  by  the  iron  band  over  which  the  loco- 
motive trundles  through  these  desolate  hills,  shrieking 
and  panting  like  a frightened  living  thing,  straining  every 
nerve  in  its  frantic  haste  to  evade  the  ghosts  of  dusky  savages 
whose  soil  it  has  desecrated  and  whose  peaceful  slumber  its 
unearthly  yells  have  disturbed.  As  we  pass  over  the  serpen- 
tine course  which  this  railroad  takes,  the  monotony  of  “fill  ** 
and  “cut"  is  occasionally  relieved  by  a pleasant  glimpse  of 
the  slopes,  the  marshes,  Peconic  Bay,  and  the  opposite  shore. 
The  undulating  surface  is  a barren  waste.  Here  and  there 
a patch  of  some  low  growing  shrub,  and  scattered  blades  of 
“poverty  grass,"  are  the  only  representatives  of  vegetation 
that  dare  venture  an  existence  upon  the  hills.  In  the  valleys 
and  marshes  some  good  pasturage  for  cattle  is  found.  Graz- 
ing is  the  ]>urpos6  to  which  this  tract  is  appropriated.  There 
are  no  trees  here.  Scarcely  an  apology  for  one  is  to  be  seen 
in  the  wiiole  region.  Nor  do  we  see  any  evidence  to  support 
the  conciu.sipn  that  ii.  ever  >vas  wooded,  though  it  is  possible 
that  some  parts  of  it  were  once  productive  of  trees, 
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On  the  16tli  of  August,  1703,  in  order  to  settle  difficulties 
which  were  constantly  rising  between  the  Indians  and  the 
white  people,  and  to  establish  more  definitely  the  understand* 
ing  of  each  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  other,  the  people 
of  this  town  through  their  trustees,  re-purchased  of  the  Indians 
the  land  they  occufued,  and  at  the- same  time  gave  them  a lease 
on  the  Shinnecock  tract,  Avhich  included  these  hills  with  the 
neck  of  low-land  adjoining  on  the  southeast.  This  lease 
was  given  for  a term  of  one  thousand  years,  and  the  considera- 
tion which  it  specified  was  the  x^ayment  of  one  ear  of  corn  to 
the  trustees,  on  the  first  day  of  November  of  each  year.  By 
its  terms  the  Indians  were  allowed  the  x^rivilege  of  xdo'vving, 
Xdanting,  and  cutting  timber  for  fencing  and  fuel,  also  “to  cut 
flags,  bulrushes,  and  such  grass  as  they  usually  make  their 
mats  and  houses  of,  and  to  dig  ground  nuts;”  the  townspeoxde 
reserving  “meadows,  marshes,  grass,  herbage,  feeding  and 
pasturage,  timber,  stone  and  convenient  highways.”  By  an 
Act  which  x^assed  the  State  Legislature  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1859,  the  Indians  were  authorized  to  give  their  lease,  by 
which  they  held  these  specified  claims  upon  the  wliole  terri- 
tory, in  exchange  for  the  absolute  ownershix^  of  that  x^oi’thjn 
known  as  Shinnecock  Neck,  which  lies  over  on  the  southeast 
boundary  of  the  hills.  After  the  consummation  of  tliis 
arrangement  the  Hills  were  sold  to  a comx^any  of  individuais, 
by  whom  it  is  still  held  in  undivided  shares.  This  sale  u as 
made  at  ])iiblic  auction,  Feb.  19th,  18G1.  The  teriitory  tlius 
ericlosed  in  one  coiainon  x'jasturage  occux^ies  about  .three  thou- 
sand tvvu')  liimdred  iicros,  and  was  sold  for  i$G,250, 

Tne  Indians  tlnii  r.cmain  at  the  x^resent  day  are  considera- 
bly mixed  with  African  blood.  They  are  generally  rei)re- 
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sented  as  being  a sober,  industrious  class  of  people.  The 
savage  arts  are  forgotten  among  them.  They  own  their  lands 
in  common,  and  elect  three  trustees  annually,  by  whom  they 
are  represented  in  real  estate  transactions.  They  are  neither 
subject  to  taxation,  nor  admissible  to  the  privilege  of  the 
ballot-box.  They  have  a small  Congregational  church,  and  a 
good  school,  which  is  supported  by  the  State.  Their  occupa- 
tions are  principally  farming  in  a small  way,  fishing,  and  “go- 
ing to  sea.”  At  present  they  number  about  one  hundred. 
A Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  is  supported  by  them, 
and  numbers  about  fifty  members. 

About  two  miles  east  of  Shinnecock  Hills,  in  the  midst  of  a 
fertile  plain  lies  the  time  honored  village  of  Southamj)ton. 
It  is  to-day  what  it  has  always  been,  a village  of  sober,  indus- 
trious, well-to-do  farmers.  It  boasts  of  no  magnificent 
specimens  of  architecture,  either  public  or  private,  but  its 
churches,  residences  and  stores  are  substantial  and  commodi- 
ous. From  the  railroad  depot,  seven  and  a quarter  miles 
east  of  Good  Ground,  on  the  northern  skirts  of  the  village, 
the  main  street  runs  nearly  south  a distance  of  one  and  a half 
miles  to  the  sea  shore.  The  street  is  wide  and  level,  and  the 
dwellings  so  thick  upon  it  that  one  naturally  su^jposes  he  is  in 
the  midst  of  a commercial  or  manufacturing  village,  and  is 
hardly  able  to  realize  the  fact  that  it  is  simply  a farming  com- 
munity. The  place  contains  six  stores,  two  or  three  black- 
smith sliops,  two  district  schools,  an  academy,  a post-ollicc,  a. 
wind  iiiiil,  se;verui  private  boarding  houses,  and  two  churches. 
Tliis  village  is  the  capital  of  Southampton  town.  The  town 
elections  are  held  here,  and  the  polls  are  oi^ened  in  the  base- 
lucnt  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
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The  first  settlement  of  Europeans  within  the  limits  of  this 
town  was  made  here,  in  the  month  of  June,  1640,  by  a com- 
pany from  Lynn,  Mass.  The  location  of  that  primitive  settle- 
ment was  about  half  a mile  east  of  the  main  village  street,  and 
the  vicinity  is  now  called  “Old  Town.”  The  first  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  the  neighborhood,  soon  after  the  set- 
tlement was  made,  i^robably  during  the  same  or  the  following 
year.  According  to  the  best  authority  we  can  find,  it  was 
thatched  with  straw,  and  its  exact  location  was  on  the  corner 
of  two  roads,  bounded  on  the  east  by  what  is  now  called  Old 
Town  Street,  and  north  by  a nameless  highway.  This,  like 
most  of  the  early  churches  of  the  island  was  probably  congre- 
gational or  independent  in  form,  but  as  the  religious  ideas  of 
the  people  developed  and  matured,  the  church  adopted  the 
Presbyterian  title,  and  by  that  denomination  the  history  of 
the  early  church  is  preserved.  The  precise  period  when  the 
church  was  thus  merged  into  the  Presbyterian  order  is  not 
known. 

At  some  indefinite  period  of  time  between  the  years  1650 
and  1670  a second  church  was  erected  by  order  of  the  town. 
The  size  of  this  church  was  twenty-four  by  thirty-two  feet, 
and  its  location  on  the  east  side  of  Main  Street,  a short  dis- 
tance below  the  present  church.  In  1695  a bell  weighing  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three  pounds  was  imported  from  Lon- 
don and  placed  in  this  church.  The  first  bell  used  in  th.e 
Soiiiiiamptoii  cJmrch  weighed  fifty-four  pounds,  and  had 
been  returned,  to  tlie  English  founders  in  part  payment  for 
this  now  one.  The  price  of  bells  at  that  time  was  fourteen 
pence  a pound.  [See  Howell’s  History,  p.  138-9,] 

In  the  year  1767  a larger  and  more  pretentious  church  .vas 
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built  on  the  same  side  of  Main  Street,  and  on  the  corner  of 
Meeting  House  Lane,  opposite  where  the  Presbyterian 
church  now  stands.  This  third  edifice  was  the  “tabernacle  of 
God’s  house  ” during  the  dreary  years  of  the  revolution.  It 
was  reconstructed  in  1821,  and  after  the  completion  of  the 
new  church,  in  1844  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Method- 
ists, who  moved  it  to  its  present  site,  a little  further  up  the 
street,  and  still  occupy  it.  The  present  Presbyterian  church 
was  built  in  1843  and  is  a commodious  and  respectable  struc- 
ture. The  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson  Avas  the  first  minister  of 
this  ancient  church  organization.  He  was  installed  over  the 
little  flock  of  six  or  eight  members,  before  leaving  Lynn. 

Among  the  curious  relics  of  record  preserved  in  the  toAvn 
clerk’s  office,  illustrating  the  character,  customs,  and  actions 
of  the  early  inhabitants,  we  find  the  original  copy  of  an 
agreement  for  pastoral  services  and  their  compensation,  made 
betAveen  the  Rev.  John  Harriman,  third  pastor  of  this  church, 
and  a committee  appointed  by  the  town  for  the  purpose, 
dated  June  1674.  This  document  was  written  in  a style  of 
short  hand,  having  a general  api^earance  someAvhat  resem 
bling  Pitman’s  system  of  phonography.  It  was  preserved  an 
unsolved  mystery  until  two  or  three  years  ago,  when  it  was 
translated  into  plain  English  long  hand  by  J.  Hammond 
Trumbull  of  Hartford,  Conn. 

Soathampton  Academy  stands  on  the  corner  of  Main  Street 
and  Academy  Lane,  diagonally  opposite  the  Presbyterian 
chureli.  It  is  a ]dain  building,  tAVO  stories  in  height,  of 
moderate  proportions,  and  was  built  in  1831.  In  the  summer 
of  1853  it  was  paitiaUy  Avrecked  by  a thunder  bolt  which 
f.ir;  uA:  it  during  a sliOAver  one  morning.  The  steeple,  chim- 
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ney,  floors  and  windows  were  badly  shattered,  but  as  the 
accident  occurred  at  a time  when  there  was  no  one  in  the 
building,  no  injury  to  human  life  was  done. 

In  this  village  there  stands  at  the  present  day  an  ancient 
specimen  of  architecture,  which  we  deem  Avorthy  of  notice. 
It  is  in  fact  a rare  curiosity.  It  is  a large  two  story  frame 
house,  standing  on  a lot  next  north  of  the  store  of  Josiah  and 
Eenjamin  Foster,  on  the  east  side  of  Main  Street.  This 
house  is  without  doubt  the  most  ancient  of  any  now  standing 
in  the  village.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  in  the  year 
1689  or  somewhere  about  that  time.  We  find  no  very  substan- 
tial authority  for  this  statement,  but  in  the  absence  of  any  evi- 
dence to  j)rove  its  inconsistency  we  accept  it.  It  was  built  as 
tradition  says,  by  a Frenchman,  who  strove  to  imitate  the 
style  of  his  native  country,  and  in  its  day  was  no  doubt 
considerably  ahead  of  its  associates,  and  a subject  of  much 
admiration.  Tlie  lower  parts  of  the  AvindoAvs  are  furnished 
with  hinges  at  the  sides,  Avliich  allow  them  to  SAving  open. 
Above  these  folding  doors  the  space  is  filled  by  a stationary 
sash  glazed  with  diamond  shaped  panes,  and  it  may  be  that 
the  same  style  of  glazing  originally  filled  the  Avhole  Avindow, 
A projecting  cornice  runs  along  the  frc«t,  above  the  Avindows 
of  the  lower  story.  The  ponderous  frame,  racked  and  distorted 
by  the  jars  of  time,  is  covered  Avith  claxtboards,  held  in  id  u-e 
by  huge  nails,  Avronght  on  the  anvil  of  some  blacksmith  Avliose 
labors  I'lfiA'G  long  since  ended.  Striking  the  fantastic  Avrougbt- 
iron  latch.,  tlie  great  wide  door  swings  back  on  its  creaking 
Lingcs  ns  it  did  in  the  days  of  forgotten  long  ago,  Avhen  per- 
haps rustic  maiden  stood  upon  the  threshold,  and  witli 
ben  ring  heari  and  blushing  face  greeted  the  coming  of  her 


t. 


V' 

rfV  ,«.1  '.I,«^w!«  -xir'M  % ■■ , 

,li.a«.v  mm  ,v.,ri'.wtl#  '<wnH  » M,l«?«wpf  <'”^v  ^ 
‘’'v 

w®:«l  f'-'*"  ■^'''  **  ^**1-  ^ - ■ 

U/i.(U.i«?.‘.  '«fi  iiW 

'•-W  •'■■ , e.»^.  "‘J*  ■.«.,'#'>»w'«  «*'  , 

.W*  tBSV»  ttoift*»J«  f.i«  rt*  ♦•hI  ,iw»«aiiri«  «»BJi  'jCit  '5/*«*;,“«*“f|p-,,; 

,,  ' , ' . „i.' _i..mI  Ltli, *t‘j''<<*t'<’t  11^1 '.liS'!>'il[®W'ili!!B» 

,a?.,HhnJ  ^:;if  ft  Jf 


«li  «i  Sob  .v,?l.u«»  .W«liMJi  »14, 

;,Trfi».*lll(  ^<1 


Iw 


, *to  a«i«»  •..r:On<i».  woiu  ^>1#  " 

R 'iji'-Sra  o'^y?  «4>  «W'S  >«SW 


»!.4f  wi»  S“«“  ■»•***» 


:is,K.*fti»  ««M  oM  w»“.“.'>'’*' ‘ *'y''’^,.c«" 

f_,«lj,»ait.Sa*  S»ilo«i' 

^.|^;^4.;|:vt-:j|'' 


■ 


' Ipf* 


V. 


,j  Ttv.  a,>(w»SS.i«(^ , :t.9t«s>a  ■‘***‘^^*'1 


'■S?/ 


TOWN  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 


831 


lover,  or  perhaps  man  of  care  and  business  was  welcomed 
home  from  a journey  of  fatigue,  to  the  bosom  of  his  family, 
or  friend  or  stranger  mayhap  found  a shelter  and  a resting 
place  from  his  wanderings,  beneath  the  hospitable  roof. 
Just  within  the  portal  the  remnant  of  a horse-slioe  nailed 
against  the  door-post  reminds  ns  of  the  superstitious  precau- 
tions of  former  occupants.  Up  a winding  flight  of  well  worn 
steps,  guarded  by  a clumsy  hand-railing  we  x^ass  to  the  fin- 
ished chambers  above.  These  are  large,  and  like  the  rooms 
below,  the  ceilings  are  remarkably  high  for  a house  of  that 
olden  time.  During  the  revolution  this  house  was  occuxned 
by  the  British  quartermaster,  and  on  the  floor  of  one  of  the 
back  rooms  may  still  be  seen  the  identical  marks  of  the  axe 
made  in  cutting  iq)  their  meat. 

It  is  an  item  worthy  of  notice,  that  hero,  in  a village  of 
nine  hiiiidred  and  forty-three  inhabitants,  there  is  not  a 
single  o})en  bar-room.  No  doubt  there  are  intoxicating 
liquors  bought,  sold  and  used  here,  in  a secret  way  and  to  a 
small  extent,  but  the  x^Jublic  frown  seems  invincibly  set  against 
the  traffic,  to  such  a degree  as  to  prevent  its  being  oxjenly 
carried  on.  It  is  a hax^py  thing  that  the  descendants  of 
Puritan  ancestors  have  x^feserved  so  nmch  of  that  jealous 
watch-care  over  the  moral  x^i^i’ity  their  society,  which 
characterized  the  early  settlers  of  this  old  town. 

The  oldest  biiiying  ground  in  the  town  was  established  on 
land  in  tlie  rear  of  where  the  second  church  stood,  and  in 
this,  no  doubt  ru'c  interred  the  remains  of  the  original  setUers. 
This  plot  consisted  of  one  acre  of  ground,  which  was  set  apart 
by  the  town  for  burial  xmrposes  x^revious  to  the  year  1665. 
The  oldest  grave  in  this  plot  Avhich  is  marked  by  any  legible 
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inscription  is  that  of  Rev.  Joseph  Taylor,  the  fifth  minister  of 
this  town,  who  died  April  4,  1682.  Besides  this  there  are 
quite  a number  bearing  dates  ranging  through  half  a century 
from  that  date.  This  is  now  called  the  South  End  burying 
gi-ound.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  village,  where  the  road 
from  North  Sea  forms  a junction  with  Main  Street,  is  the 
principal  depository  of  the  dead  now  used.  This  was  bouglit 
by  the  town  trustees,  of  Caleb  Heathcote,  in  1712,  and  con- 
tains something  less  than  four  acres.  It  is  called  the 
North  End  burying  ground.  It  contains  several  neat  and 
substantial  monuments.  The  first  interment  made  here  was 
the  body  of  Joseph  Post,  in  the  year  1721. 

This  village,  like  most  all  others  situated  upon  the  sea 
shore,  receives  a share  of  the  patronage  of  boarders  from  the 
city,  Avho  delight  in  listening  to  the  roar  of  “ old  ocean,”  or 
bathing  in  its  troubled  waters. 

North  Sea  was  first  settled  by  John  Ogden,  with  six  fami- 
lies in  the  year  1649.  The  settlement  lies  near  Peconic  Bay, 
about  three  miles  north  of  the  village  of  Southampton,  to 
which  it  is  a tributary.  It  is  a thinly  settled  farming 
district,  containing  a population  of  one  hundred  and  twelve. 
The  land  bordering  the  bay  is  cut  into  a confusion  of  irregu- 
lar necks,  capes,  and  points,  by  the  rambling  intrusions  oi 
the  water.  Sebonac  and  Cow  Necks  separated  by  Eulllic.ul 
Bay,  lie  on  ihe  rvest  and  north.  In  the  vicinity  is  an  old 
burying  ground,  and  a district  school.  It  was  at  this  point 
tvhere  the  original  settlers  of  the  town  landed,  wdieu  they 
first  came  to  survey  the  wild  and  uniu’oijitious  field  upon 
which  they  were  to  establish  the  foundations  of  future  pros- 
perity and  civilization.  In  the  woods  about  half  a mile  south 
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of  this  settlement  are  two  pretty  lakes  of  fresh  water,  still 
retaining  the  romantic  Indian  names  of  Agawam  and  Miniie- 
sunk,  the  former  lying  a little  distance  east  of  the  Southamp- 
ton road,  and  tlie  latter,  a much  larger  one,  nearly  the  same 
distance  to  the  west. 

At  Watermill  we  find  an  interesting  little  village  of  about 
thirty  houses,  situated  on  the  road  between  Soutluimpton  and 
llridgehampton,  about  two  miles  from  the  former  and  three 
miles  from  the  latter  idace.  This  vicinage  was  formerly 
called  Mill  Neck,  and  lies  on  the  north  of  Mecox  Bay,  em- 
braced by  two  arms  from  that  body  of  water.  It  has  two 
grist-mills,  one  driven  by  wind,  the  other  l)y  water  power,  also 
a school,  store,  i>ost-oflice,  hotel  and  carriage  shop.  It  is  loca- 
ted in  the  midst  of  a rich  agricultural  district.  The  Branch 
Bailroad  passes  within  sight,  just  north  of  it,  but  has  no 
stopping  place  here.  A chain  of  ponds  commence  in  the 
interior,  about  a mile  V)ack  of  this  place,  and  after  supplying 
power  to  the  grist-mill  discharge  into  Mecox  Bay.  This  mill 
was  established  in  ICII.  The  town  constructed  the  dam, 
furnished  the  stones,  and  granted  a forty-acie  lot  adjoining  to 
the  miller. 

Wickapogiie  is  a scattered  neighborhood,  lying  between 
here  and  the  ocean,  near  the  west  end  of  Mecox  Bay.  A 
burying  ground  was  estaldished  in  this  locality,  by  the  town, 
in  lo8G. 

Lu!  ihe  Braiu'h  Bailroad,  live  and  a quarter  niiles  east  of 
Bouiliamptoij  brings  you  to  the  depot  of  Bridgehanquor! 
T.'iring  file  road  from  this  point  first  south,  then  east,  a g(W)d 
round  Ini'lf  urilo  lakes  you  to  the  vital  centre  of  this  extonrive 
Thi.>  cCidre  was  once  called  Bull’s  Head,  and  ii.e 
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name  is  used  to  some  extent  at  the  present  time,  but  the 
relined  spirit  of  the  day  has  nearly  abolished  the  frightful 
appellation.  Three  large  county  stores,  a hotel,  windmill, 
burying  ground,  the  Presbyterian  church,  an  academy,  a 
district  school,  and  several  shops  are  located  nearly  within 
a stone’s  throw  at  this  focal  centre.  Tliese  are  near  a point 
wliere  the  main  south  road,  from  Montauk  Point  to  Brooklyn 
is  intersected  by  cross  roads  from  the  north  side.  Sag  Harbor, 
and  the  ocean. 

The  Presbyterian  church  is  a noble  building,  of  splendid 
proportions,  and  occupies  a site  on  a beautifully  sloping  lawn. 
It  was  erected  in  1812,  during  the  pastorate  of  Bev.  Amizi 
Prancis,  the  fourth  minister  wlio  had  been  installed  over  this 
congregation,  since  the  organization  of  the  church,  one  hun- 
dred years  previous.  The  lirst  church  erected  in  this 
parish  was  on  the  west  side  of  Sagg  Pond,  about  one  mile 
southeast  of  here,  built  near  the  close  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  superseded  in  1737  by  another,  located  part  of 
the  way  between  the  first  and  third  sites.  The  second  stooil 
one  hundred  and  live  years,  until  the  erection  of  the  present 
one.  Adjoining  this  church  on  the  east  is  the  village  bulging 
ground  containing  several  handsome  marble  and  brown  stone 
monuments. 

About  l.v.o  ftu'longs  west  of  the  village  centre  stands  tlui 
Al'-.  ihodisi  Ei;iscopal  church.  This  was  originally  bnill  in 
io33,  on  a lot  n.  ar  rtie  l‘resbyterian  church,  iietweeii  ihc 
u'lanfic  Rouse  and  the  residence  of  IMr.  David  Hallock,  In 
1871  it  WPS  :;'emovi:d  to  its  present  site,  and  enlargss.  . nd 
e . -Hiodcled  in  betfne  accord  with  modernized  ideas.  Thi‘.i 
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clnirch  society  was  organized  and  tlie  first  lionse  of  worship 
built  in  1820. 

A little  southeast  of  this,  on  the  road  to  Sagg,  is  the  agri- 
cultural machine  shop  of  C.  H.  Topping,  a self-taught,  but 
successful  mechanic  and  manufacturer.  He  established  the 
business  here  in  1802.  Besides  making  repairs  on  all  kinds 
of  agricultural  machinery  he  manufactures  ten  or  twelve  horse 
powers  every  year.  The  machinery  contained  in  the  shop  is 
driven  by  a six-horse-power  steam  engine  assisted  now  and 
then,  when  the  elements  are  favorable  and  circumstances 
demand  it,  by  a Hubbard  patent  horizontal  wind-mill  con- 
nected with  the  shop. 

The  i)arish  of  Bridgehampton  occupies  the  southeast  part 
of  llu!  town  of  Southami)ton.  It  extends  over  an  area  of  four 
or  five  miles  square,  and  its  inhabitants,  numbering  thirteen 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  are  scattered  hither  and  thither  over 
the  broad  level  plain.  The  land  is  divided  into  large,  well- 
cultivated  and  productive  farms.  The  highways  are  very 
broad  and  “airy,”  It  is  divided  into  several  vicinages  having 
local  names,  but  all  included  under  the  general  title.  In  the 
extreme  southeast  corner  of  the  town  is  an  ancient  settlement 
called  Sagg,  settled  in  1670,  located  principally  on  the  east 
side  of  Sagg  hond,  near  the  oecam,  and  about  one  and  a hull 
miles  from  “Bitlloi  Head.”  It  contains  a school,  a wind  saw- 
iHli  and  jjeidiai)rj  Lv/enty-five  houses.  This  Avas  settled  withiij 
a few  years  sfter  tlie  first  settlement  of  the  toAvn,  and  at  tlad: 
tijue  wu,3  Hiigatmiiack.  In  one  of  the  ancient  gr.ic. 

y •.  1 ox  Hi’S  place  wo  find  stones  dating  back  to  tbe  early 
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part  of  the  eight Benth  century,  on  one  of  which  is  the 
following  eccentric  but  expressive  epitaph  : 

“My  sun  is  set, 

My  glass  is  run, 

My  Candle’s  out, 

My  work  is  done.” 

Sagg  Pond  is  a narrow  sheet  of  water  about  one  mile  in 
length,  the  south  end  of  which  is  separated  from  the  ocean 
by  the  usual  border  of  sand  beach.  West  of  this  pond,  and 
between  it  and  Mecox  .Bay,  is  the  district  of  Mecox,  settled 
in  1679,  having  some  twenty  liouses  or  more  scattered  over  a 
territory  of  two  miles  in  length  lying  between  Bridgehampton 
centre  and  the  ocean.  In  this  vicinity  is  also  an  ancient 
burying  ground,  the  oldest  inscription  in  which  bears  date 
1681. 

Hay  Ground  is  a vicinage,  northwest  of  the  hitter,  and 
about  two  miles  west  of  the  churches,  containing  lifteen  or 
twenty  houses,  a school,  wind-mill,  store  and  grave  yard. 
These  are  located  on  the  south  side  of  and  near  the  railroad 
track.  Killis  Pond  is  a pretty  little  lake  in  this  neigliborhood, 
lying  south  of  the  main  road.  It  was  named  in  honor  of  an 
Indian  who  lived  and  died  upon  its  banks,  many  years  ago. 

Scuttle  Hole,  containing  twentyrlive  houses,  lies  from  one 
to  two  miles  distant  from  “Bull’s  Head,”  in  a northwest 
direction.  It  is  a rich  and  pleasant  farming  neighbor liuud, 
and  contaiiis  a /iist  rict  school. 

Oi:.  the  main  lo.ut,  about  a mile  east  of  the  centre  of  this 
pai'ish  [Bridgeijant}»ioiiJ  is  a vicinity  called  Poxabugue,  ■,ur- 
roLU'ding  a pond  of  fresh  water.  This  is  on  the  cros,sing  . d: 
{ki“  I’oad  from  Sugg  to  Sag  HaiBor,  and  just  before  w^c  strik-e 
into  the  wildetMi^rn  of  forest  and  sand  wdiich  lies  betw'^een  here 
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and  the  village  of  Easthampton.  The  old  town  poor  house 
was  located  here.  The  road  which  crosses  here  from  north 
to  south  is  called  Sagg  Street,  and  it  runs  from  Sag  Plarbor  to 
the  ocean.  The  hamlet  of  Sagg  is  built  upon  it,  near  the  sea 
shore  terminus.  The  road  was  opened  at  an  early  period,  to 
accommodate  the  travel  from  the  landing  on  the  bay  to  this 
settlement.  In  consequence  of  this  connection,  that  landing 
j)lace  received  the  name  of  Sag  Harbor,  long  before  it  had 
been  thought  of  as  a prospective  village  site. 

Sag  Harbor  is  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  south  branch  of 
the  Long  Island  Hailroad,  which  leaves  the  main  line  at 
Manor  Station.  It  is  located  in  the  very  northeast  corner  of 
this  town  [Southampton]  one  hundred  miles  from  New  York. 
A part  of  the  village  lies  over  the  lino,  in  the  town  of  East- 
Immpton.  This  is  the  largc'st  village  in  Suffolk  County,  and 
one  of  the  most  handsome.  It  contains  a population  of  about 
twenty-six  huqdred  ; also  six  churches,  two  newspaper  offices, 
a flourishing  public  school,  a large  cotton  factory,  a morocco 
factory,  two  hotels,  a score  of  large  stores,  and  a variety  of 
shops  and  offices  too  numerous  to  particularize.  Main  Street, 
the  principal  thoroughfare  is  lined  for  nearly  half  a mile  w'ith 
offices,  shojis  and  stores,  including  a number  of  large  brick 
buildings  of  three  of  four  stories  in  height  which  are  devoted 
to  business  At  the  foot  of  this  street,  in  I ha 

nortltei'u  x-ui  t ot  ilie  village  is  the  railroad  depot,  and  l.iong 
A\  barf,  the  only  important  landing  for  vessels  in  the  harbor, 
_lii  this  vn;iriity  are  several  large  w'ooden  buildings  erccti  i for 
Eiort  hoases  In  accommodate  tlie  w'hale  fishery  busim  • ! of 
years  ago,  but  sinco  the  failure  of  that  enterprise  devoted  d; 
. ,h.;r  parpcses  cv.  lying  idle.  A steamboat  line  plies  belwr  i n 
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here  and  Nbav  York  city,  running  throngli  tlie  sound,  and 
another  between  here  and  New  London  and  the  month  of 
Connecticut  Eiver.  The  mails  for  this  village,  and  in  fact, 
for  all  the  villages  on  the  peninsula  eiist  of  Shinnecock  Hills, 
are  brought  by  the  Long  Island  Railroad  to  Greenport  and 
from  there  transx)orted  across  by  sail-boat  ferries  to  this  jioint. 
To  a stranger  it  will  ai^pear  at  first  as  a matter  of  surprise 
that  the  jmst-oflices  of  this  town  are  not  served  Avith  the  mails 
by  the  railroad  Avhich  passes  near  them  and  terminates  at  this 
village.  The  exidanation  of  the  subject  is  that  the  manager 
of  the  railroad  refuses  to  accex)t  the  terms  offered  by  the 
Dexairtment,  so  no  mails  have  as  yet  been  carried  over  this 
branch.  Considering  the  liberality  Avith  Avhich  the  |)eo])le  of 
this  toAvn  supported  its  construction,  as  shoAvn  by  their  free 
gift  of  the  right  of  Avay  through  tne  Avhole  length  of  the  toAvii, 
and  the  construction  at  their  own  e.\x)cnse  of  the  doi)ot  build- 
ings along  the  line,  it  Avould  have  been  no  more  than  a gen 
tlemanly  return  of  favors  had  the  manager  of  the  road  allowed 
the  mails  to  be  carried  over  it,  even  at  a small  sacrifice  of  his 
own  immediate  xjrolits  if  necessary.  It  is  to  be  lioi:)ed  that  at 
some  day  not  far  distant  the  injured  peo^de  of  Southampton 
toAvn  may  enjoy  relief  from  the  railroad  impositions  to  which 
they  are  now  subjected,  either  by  the  coming  of  a ncAv  rail- 
road or  by  the  inanguvation  of  a more  liberal  polic}"  in  tl.e 
management  of  ilte  present  one. 

Tlt.erc  iw  an  air  of  (piiot  grandeur  and  unxiretentious  beavily 
aboac  this  village,  scarcely  seen  in  any  other  in  thecouniy. 
Tin 'Ugh  li^'iug  aiiuu  the  Imsy  scenes  of  the  present,  it  chng  i 
to  ihc  ph  uitoii'  of  iiie  past.  To  Sag  Harbor  the  reali/atiou 
of  the  past  is  bdghier  than  the  anticixiation  of  tlia  fula'io 
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The  whale-fishery  of  years  ago  was  the  great  propelling  ele- 
ment which  built  the  village  up,  and  though  the  jjalmy  days 
of  that  enterprise  has  long  since  passed  array  they  have  left 
enduring  foot-prints  to  remind  us  of  its  former  importance. 
These  dingy  old  storehouses  and  cooj:)erage3  that  stand  down 
by  the  wharf  meditating  upon  the  scenes  of  by-gone  years; 
these  great  blocks  of  brick  buildings  which  line  the  business 
streets;  these  magnificent  churches;  these  princely  residences; 
these  beautiful  shade  trees,  and  gas  lighted  streets,  and  flag- 
ged sidewalks;  even  these  superannuated  whaling  captains 
whoso  silvered  locks  and  time-scarred  faces  you  meet  at  every 
turn,  are  all  monuments  of  that  day  of  prosperity  wliose  glory 
has  faded  and  gone.  Still  we  think  Sag  Harbor  may  keep  its 
place  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  Long  Island  villages.  Though 
its  position  is  somewhat  isolated  it  possesses  advantages  which 
are  not  to  bo  overlooked.  Having  a good  harbor,  and  ready 
communication  by  land  or  by  Avater  Avith  Ncav  York  and 
various  important  j)oints  in  Ncav  England,  it  may  flourish  in 
the  future  as  a manufacturing  village,  or  as  a popular  summer 
resort  for  xfieasure  seekers.  One  thing  Avhich  at  ijresent  Ave 
think  retards  its  jprogress  in  the  latter  direction  is  the  lack  of 
hotel  accommodations.  In  many  respects  Nature  has  blessed 
it  Avith  superior  attractions.  If  you  Avish  for  beautiful  sailing 
or  roAving,  with  an  endless  variety  of  scenery,  this  harbor 
Avith  its  c(jiiUgoous  bays,  harbors,  creeks  and  coves,  presci^ts 
a tiriJ  th.it  for  extent,  diversity  and  beauty  is  hardly  surx)assi  d 
by  any  otiior  Av  .’lhin  as  coUA’'enient  distance  of  the  great  u .e- 
tropolis,  if  Aviaun  the  limits  of  the  Union.  If  you  delig'hf 
in  fine  lishing,  here  it  is  in  these  same  waters.  If  you  wain 
p]j.  .-aru  dr these  shady  streets  are  all  that  heart  co'dd 
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wish.  If  you  want  delightful  walks,  you  will  find  them  here, 
beneath  the  cool  shade  of  these  grand  old  maples,  sycamores 
and  elms,  whose  thick  spreading  branches  hang  far  over  the 
wide  walks. 

The  first  attempt  at  making  a settlement  in  this  neighbor- 
hood appears  to  have  been  about  the  year  1730,  when  a few 
fishermen  erected  small  cottages  near  the  present  foot  of  Main 
Street.  The  growth  of  the  village  from  that  time  until  after 
the  revolution  was  slow.  A Presbyterian  church  was  erected 
here  in  1767,  or  about  that  year.  The  congregation  at  that 
time  however  appears  to  have  been  so  small  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  solicit  aid  from  the  people  of  the  neighboring  villages 
for  the  erection  of  this  first  house  of  worsliip.  Por  many 
years  after  its  completion  no  regular  minister  was  supported 
in  it,  but  services  were  comlucted  by  members  of  the  congre- 
gation, and  the  people  assembled  on  tlie  Sabbath  by  the  beat 
of  the  drum.  The  church  society  worshiping  in  this  house 
was  organized  in  1791  on  the  Congregational  order,  and  so 
continued  till  1810,  when  it  united  with  the  L.  I.  Presbytery. 

^But  little  progress  had  been  made  in  the  gi’eat  whaling  en- 
terprise when  the  war  of  the  revolution  for  the  time  being 
put  a stop  to  it  altogether.  Cruising  for  whales  along  the 
shore  in  small  boats  had  been  practiced  almost  from  the  fir  t 
settlement  of  the  town,  and  during  later  years  a few  snuth 
sloops  had  been  ilit.  d out  lipon  short  voyages  from  this  port. 
In  tins  enity  stage  (>f  tlie  business,  'whenever  a whale  was  ciip- 
hired  it  became  necessary  to  return  ashore  for  the  purpose  (.f 
boiling  out  the  oil.  After  the  return  of  jreace  the  whale-fhh- 
ery  iron  this  p rt  vV.is  revived  on  a more  extensive  and  :.ic- 
civs'hd  fecak.  In  1785,  a vessel  owned  by  OoL  Benjumiu 
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Hnnttliig  and  Capt.  Stephen  Howell,  was  sent  as  an  experi- 
ment to  a more  southern  lattitude,  and  by  her  success  laid  the 
foundation  for  a more  extensive  lu’osecution  of  the  business. 
Prom  this  time  the  business  wliich  characterized  and  built 
up  the  village  began  to  increase  with  rapid  strides,  and  con- 
tinued until  about  the  year  184:5,  when  it  seems  to  have 
reached  its  zenith  of  prosperity,  and  soon  after  that  began  to 
decline.  Its  uniform  progress  was  of  course  temporarily 
checked  by  the  difiiculties  with  England  which  culminated  in 
the  war  of  1812,  ’13  and  ’14.  In  1807  there  were  four  ships 
owned  and  fitted  out  from  this  port  in  the  wlialing  business. 
This  number  does  not  seem  to  have  been  incr(‘ased  until  after 
the  war,  when  the  business  was  renewed  with  greater  energy 
than  before.  The  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  enter- 
prise from  this  port,  at  different  periods  were  as  follows:  in 
1832,  20;  in  1838,  29;  in  1841,  44;  in  1843,  52;  in  1845,  61:  in 
1847,  63.  It  is  estimated  that  Sag  Harbor  was  more  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  whale-ffshery  than  all  the  rest  of  New 
York  State  combined.  During  the  height  of  its  success  it 
employed  a capital  of  nearly  two  million  dollars,  and  furnish- 
ed an  occupation  to  about  eight  hundred  men  and  boys.  The 
aggregate  tonnage  of  vessels  employed  in  the  business  frtmi 
this  port  during  the  year  1838  is  estimated  at  11,700,  being  un 
average  of  over  four  hundred  tons  to  each  vessel.  In  the 
y(  .a  1837  there  were  twenty-three  arrivals,  bringing  home  31, - 
784  bai  reis  of  oil,  8,634  barrels  of  sperm,  and  236,757  jj-i'iinds 
of  wliido'hoiie.  Tl.e  total  products  of  the  business  up  to  fliat 
date  from  the  time  of  its  revival  after  the  revolution.  Mia.G 
nl  . nt  350.006  bLu  e.'.s  of  oil,  40,504  barrels  of  si^erm,  and 
1,396, 765  pounds  of  whalebone.  The  cooxjer-shops  of  ti.is 


342 


TOWN  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 


village  ill  those  days  maniifactm-ed  oil  casks  to  the  extent  of 
‘25,000  barrels  a year,  to  supply  the  d(aiiaiid  which  that 
iiimiense  business  created.  In  18-45  the  population  of  Sag 
Harbor  numbered  3,G21.  The  whaling  business,  once  so 
flourishing,  has  been  gradually  losing  ground  until  at  the 
present  time  it  scarcely  has  a name.'  There  are  liowever  two 
shii)S  from  this  port  engaged  in  the  business  at  the  present 
time.  The  cause  of  this  great  decline  in  the  success  of  the 
enterprise  is  the  scarcity  of  whales  and  the  greater  difliculty 
in  capturing  them,  which  has  been  brought  about  by  the  re- 
lentless prosecution  of  the  enterprise  in  former  years. 

While  the  British  lield  posstsssion  of  the  island  during  the 
revolution,  this  village  was  garrisoned  by  a smart  detachment 
of  soldiers,  and  made  a de})ot  for  military  supplies  and  forage. 
A numlu'r  of  ships  were  also  stationed  in  the  ba}',  some  <.»f 
them  lieavily  armed  and  manned  for  defense.  In  May,  1777 
a daring  and  l)rilliantly  successful  raid  upon  the  British 
works  and  stores  at  this  point  was  made  by  a body  of  Conti- 
nental soldiers  under  the  command  of  Col,  Meigs,  in  which 
twelve  vessels,  and  a large  (piantity  of  hay,  grain,  j)rovisions 
and  merchandise  Avas  destroyed,  and  a number  of  prisoners 
taken,  Avithout  the  loss  of  a single  man.  Fuller  i)articulars  of 
this  exi)edition  are  given  in  another  chapter. 

During  the  w'sr  commonly  known  as  the  “Avar  of  1812 
considerable  fdarin  Avas  excited  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  tins 
village,  and  a detachnunit  of  militia  Avas  stationed  liere  to  d -- 
i.  ad  it  ag-aiiisi  i'u  expected  attack.  In  1813  a British  iici-t 
unde  r taAiainiunl  <d'  Commodore  Hardy  occupied  Gardiner’s 
Bay,  and  in  J'ii.o  of  ti. at  year  an  attempt  Avas  made  to  destioy 
fbc  shipping  ir.  fids  iiarbor  and  }jorhaps  to  plunder  the  village. 
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To  accomplish  this  a launcli  and  two  barges  with  one  hundred 
men  approached  the  village  liy  night,  and  landed  on  the 
wharf.  An  alarm  was  immediat(4y  given,  and  the  guns  of  a 
small  fort  occupied  by  the  militia  were  turned  upon  them. 
This  fire  became  at  once  too  liot  to  be  faced  Avitli  impunity, 
and  the  assailants  retired  with  all  possible  expedition  after  hav- 
ing set  lire  to  a single  sloop.  In  their  disorderly  retreat  they  left 
a number  of  guns,  swords,  and  other  arms  behind  them.  The 
fire  they  had  started  Avas  quickly  put  out,  before  much  dam- 
age was  done,  and  thus  ended  the  abortive  exploit  in  which 
the  surprisers  became  the  sur|)rised. 

Besides  the  restraining  influence  of  Avar,  Avith  AAdiich  the 
improvement  and  prosperity  of  this  village  has  had  to  con- 
tend, its  uniform  groAvth  has  been  interrupted  hy  the  ravages 
of  two  dcstriudive  fires.  The  first  of  tlu'se  occurred  on  the 
2(ith  of  May,  1817,  and  laid  the  most  valuable  part  of  the 
village  in  ashes.  The  energetic  spirit  of  the  people,  hoAvever, 
encouraged  by  the  propitious  smiles  Avhich  Avere  then  beam- 
ing upon  them  through  the  success  of  the  Avhale-fisheries, 
soon  rebuilt  the  waste  places  and  healed  the  breach  made  by 
the  dcAmuring  flames.  Again,  on  the  night  of  November  13, 
1845,  the  village  Avas  scourged  by  a most  desolating  conflagra- 
tion. This,  likeAvise,  laid  its  course  through  tlie  most  valua- 
ble and  compact  i*oi lions  of  the  village,  sweeping  stores  and 
Avarehoi.ses  bj'  I'nc  docum,  with  the  greater  part  of  their  v.ihi- 
able  contents,  ruid  even  extending  to  some  of  the  shiiiping  in 
the  harbor.  hifiy-seven  Avareliouses  and  stores,  thirty  live 
clwelling  Louses,  and  a large  numlier  of  stables,  barns  and  otic  v 
building.s  AVere  desUoyed  before  the  progress  of  the  flames 
cci.i.'  be  arrested  Tno  district  thus  laid  in  ruins  A\as  again 
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rebuilt,  with  larger  and  more  substantial  structures  than  be* 
fore,  and  the  wheel  of  ju-ogress  rolled  on. 

Sag  Harbor  was  incorporated  as  a fire  district  in  1803,  and 
as  a village  in  1810.  The  Fire  llepartment  at  present  con- 
sists of  two  engine  companies,  the  “Minnehaha,”  No.  1,  and 
tlie  “Torrent,”  No.  3;  each  having  an  engine  and  about 
thirty  members;  the  “Gazelle”  hose  company,  of  thirty 
members,  and  tlie  “ Phcenix  ” hook  and  ladder  company  with 
twenty  members.  A tliird  fire  engine  company  [No.  2J  was 
disbanded  several  years  ago.  A number  of  large  wells  dis- 
tributed about  the  village,  have  been  settled  by  the  corpora- 
tion, for  the  convenience  of  obtaining  water  in  times  of  fiery 
emergency.  These  wells  are  about  fifteen  feet  across  the 
bottom,  and  the  sides  taper  inward  as  they  rise.  AVater  is 
drawn  from  them  by  the  proverbial  old  “town  pump.”  The 
by-laws  of  the  village  also  recpiire  that  the  owner  of  every 
dwelling  house  or  store  shall  provide  for  each  an  India-rubber 
or  leathern  bucket,  of  at  least  two  gallons  cajiacity,  marked 
with  the  owner’s  name  or  initials,  to  be  kept  in  a convenient 
place  in  such  store  or  dwelling  house,  where  it  may  be  in 
readiness  for  use  at  any  alarm  of  lire.  These  arrangements, 
together  with  the  facilities  at  the  Maidstone  Mills,  and  the 
Cotton  Mills,  for  throwing  water  in  their  immediate  neig]  - 
borhood  make  this  village  i)retty  thoroughly  fortilied  agaiusL 
the  coutmgoP.cy  of  fue  Had  it  not  been  for  the  orgain 
fire  panics  uluI  tJieir  engines,  which  were  in  active  optra- 
tioi  at  the  time  of  either  of  the  two  conflagrations  of  Sag 
Harixn,  no  one  kno  vs  w'hether  the  ravages  of  tlie  lire-ii>'n  i 
could  ii.ive  bt-eii  .aa.ycd  before  every  vestage  of  a building 
va  it.-,  reach  liad  been  swept  out  of  existence.  There  are 


TOWN  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 


345 


in  this  county  to-day  near  a score  of  large  villages,  composed 
mainly  of  frame  buildings,  so  compactly  set  that  fire  if 
started  under  ordinarily  favorable  conditions  would  make  as 
great  havoc  as  it  did  here  ; and  yet  no  provision  whatever  is 
made  for  protection  against  such  a calamity,  to  the  liability 
of  which  they  are  almost  daily  exposed.  It  would  be  wisdom 
in  the  people  of  these  unprotected  villages  to  learn  a lesson 
from  the  painful  and  costly  experiences  of  Bag  Harbor,  and 
give  this  matter  their  early  attention. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  this  village 
was  engaged  to  some  extent  in  the  cod-fishery.  Thompson 
quotes  from  the  Suffolk  Gazette  the  substance  of  an  item  to  the 
eftcct  that  during  the  year  1807,  (5,000  quintals  of  cod-fish 
were  taken  by  vessels  from  here,  and  brought  into  port.  The 
manufmdure  of  salt  by  the  solar  evaporation  of  sea  water  was 
also  undertaken  and  carried  on  to  some  extent,  but  did  not 
continue  a permanent  success.  During  later  years  the  Alosa 
menhaden,  or  “bunker  ” fisheries  in  the  waters  adjoining, 
have  occupied  considerable  attention.  Beveral  factories  for 
the  manufacture  of  “guano”  and  oil  from  these  fish  have 
been  established  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  village,  but  for 
sanitary  reasons  they  are  obliged  to  maintain  a respectable 
distance.  The  manufacture  of  clocks  was  at  one  time  exten- 
sively carried  on  le  i'i.-.  Other  manufactures  have  atone  tinuj 
or  anotlie.r  bt  on  engaged  in  to  a considerable  extent. 

Tho  oag  Harbor  Steam  Cotton  Mills,  the  most  conspicuous 
and  in.j'ort'iui  in,->tit!itam  of  a business  cliaracter,  slum]  . 
the  c<  (iLre  of  the  village,  fronting  on  Whishingt'^n  .Sn 
its  juncticn  with  iJivision;  and  the  buvvljuin  •: 
ma.)  O'-  heard  all  ovoivtbe  Village.  This  noble  odn.  , 
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Imnclred  feet  long,  by  fifty-five  feet  Avide,  and  it  bas  four 
floors,  covering  in  the  aggregate  a space  of  forty-four  thou- 
sand square  feet,  all  filled  with  machinery  for  the  manufacture 
of  various  kinds  of  cotton  goods.  The  baseunuit  story  is  of 
granite,  the  walls  of  which  are  three  feet  thick  and  fourteen 
feet  high.  The  iq^per  stories  are  of  hard  brick,  laid  in 
cement,  and  are  in  respective  order  from  the  bottom,  fifteen 
feet,  fouiteen  feet  six  inches,  and  ten  feet  high;  making  a 
total  height  of  walls,  from  basement  tioor  to  roof,  of  fifty- 
three  feet  six  inches.  The  mill  has  in  front,  a double  tower, 
hirty-two  feet  wide  and  eighty  feet  high,  standing  out  near 
the  centre.  In  front  of  tliis,  a double  flight  of  solid  stone 
steps  lead  to  the  main  entrance.  The  tower  contains  a fine 
toned  bell,  weighing  one  thousand  four  hundred  pounds, 
which  is  rung  at  .statist  hours  through  the  da}'  and  night.  The 
working  machinery  consists  XJrinci[)ally  of  forty-eight  cards, 
nine  thousand  spindles,  and  two  hundred  looms.  The  picker 
room  is  in  the  basement,  and  is  eighty  feet  long  by  thirty  feet 
wide.  Adjoining  this  is  tire  engine  room,  containing  four 
arge  boilers,  and  a 230-horse-power  engine,  Avhich  drives  the 
machinery  of  the  mill.  Three  different  kinds  of  loom  are 
used,  varying  in  their  caxracity  from  thirty-six  to  fifty-two 
yards  each  per  day.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  accuracy, 
and  the  speed  with  which  this  great  bedlam  of  macio  uLiy 
does  Its  A/crk,  flere,  for  instance,  are  niire  thousand  spi.n<iles, 
each  biw:;uiig  i oivnd  six  thousand  times  every  miiniti;,  end 
altog-dhei:  .spioniiig  out  some  fourteen  thousand  miles  of  /urji 
a day.  About  one  hundred  and  seventy  ojjeratives  lo  ;;  om- 
jjloycit  in  ttie  mill,  and  some  tAVO  million  yards  of  laie s.’ 

. lomally  ma..:.afaetured.  Tlie  office  of  the  factory  is  in  a de- 
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taclied  building,  standing  a few  rods  from  it,  upon  tlie  same 
lot.  The  estaldisliment  is  heated  by  steam,  conducted  through 
pij^es  to  all  parts  of  the  factory  and  tlie  oltice.  The  whole 
concern  is  lighted  by  gas,  manufactured  on  tlie  premises. 
The  precautionary  and  defensive  arrangements  against  loss 
of  life  or  property  by  fire  are  complete.  One  rotary  force 
pump  in  the  mill  is  capable  of  throwing  one  thousand  gallons 
of  water  a mkmte  through  three  hundred  feet  of  hose,  and  a 
special  steam  fire  pump  lately  put  in  operation  throws  three 
hundred  gallons  a minute.  Both  these  connect  with  a well  on 
the  premises,  twenty  feet  in  diameter,  whicli  is  sujiplied  b^' an 
inexhaustible  spring.  To  guard  against  tire  in  the  jheker 
room,  where  the  danger  is  greater  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  building,  the  room  is  made  perfectly  fire-proof,  by  having 
brick  walls,  brick  lloor,  and  iron  ceiling  over-head;  and  in 
addition  a pipe  directly  from  the  boiler  connects  with  the 
room;  so  a huge  jet  of  steam  could  at  any  time  be  turned  into 
it,  which  would  be  suflicieiit  to  smother  any  amount  of  lire 
within  two  minutes  time.  The  factory  was  first  established 
by  a joint  stock  company  composed  chiefly  of  citizens  of 
Southampton  town.  About  seven  years  ago  it  passed  into  the 
hands  of  a New  England  manufacturer,  Mr.  C.  0.  Loomis, 
under  whose  able  management  it  has  enjoyed  more  uniform 
success,  and  at  she  ])resent  time  is  profitably  conducted.  Tnc 
establisliiuciit  as  it  stands,  with  all  its  aiJimrtenaiices  io...d 
equi|jinc)us  is  valued  hy  the  present  proprietor  at  i;r3u0,0ij0, 
The  firot  codI  of  ihe  building  was  estimated  at  $180,000. 

The  bLiiincss  ot  leather  currying  was  started  here  in  18 If 
by  Abel  0.  Buckley,  and  is  still  continued  by  his  succes' 
buru  .iei  N.  La  ris,  whose  annual  sales -of  finished  leather 
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amount  to  about  $18,000.  The  manufacture  of  morocco  has 
recently  been  started  on  an  extensive  scale  in  a large  building 
which  stands  in  the  southern  suburbs  of  the  village,  and  was 
once  used  as  a clock  factory.  J.  Freudentliars  Segar  manu- 
factory employs  about  seventy  five  hands,  turning  out  goods 
to  the  value  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

The  IMaidstone  Flouring  Mill,  the  largest  establishment  of 
its  kind  in  the  county,  stands  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
village,  near  Long  Wharf.  The  building  is  80  by  34  feet, 
and  has  three  floors.  It  was  originally  intended  fora  cooper- 
age, and  was  fitted  up  for  tlie  present  use  in  18G2.  Thous- 
ands of  bushels  of  grain  are  stored  in  bulk  upon  its  upper 
floors.  It  has  five  “run”  of  stone,  with  a capacity  of  one 
hundred  barrels  of  flour  a day.  The  machinery  is  driven 
by  a sixty-live-lu)rse-])ower  steam  engine. 

Sag  Harbor  is  lighted  with  gas — in  the  night,  that  is.  The 
gas  works  are  located  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  village, 
near  the  railroad  depot.  The  gas  is  made  from  rosin,  and 
supplied  at  $8  a thouand  feet.  At  this  price  it  is  said  to  be 
cheaper  than  the  gas  in  New  York  city  at  a nominal  price 
of  $3  a thousand.  The  difference  is  supposed  to  be  mainly 
in  the  measurement.  The  jn-incipal  streets  are  lighted  with 
gas  until  12  o’clock  at  night,  at  the  expense  of  the  corpoiti- 
tion.  The  corporatioji,  however,  does  not  propose  to  set  vq> 
opposition  to  Ihe  iVi  job;  so  vhen  that  luminary  shines  out 
fud-  and  clear  the  stret.t  lamps  are  allowed  to  hold  their  peace 
ami  save  their  ammanition. 

The  hag  Harbor  Bavings  Bank  was  chartered  April  12, 
1860,  and  openeo  i'cr  business  on  the  7th  of  June,  the  same 
, J.  Ma,dison  Huntfing,  of  East  Hampton,  was  its  h rat 
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President.  He  died  in  February  1868,  and  his  place  was 
filled  by  Josiali  Douglass  of  this  village,  who  was  also  re- 
moved by  death  Feb.  5,  1869.  Hon.  H.  P.  Hedges  of  Bridge- 
hamptoii  was  elected  to  the  vacancy,  and  still  continues  in  the 
office.  The  business  of  the  bank  since  1864  has  been  under 
the  care  of  Wickham  S.  Havens,  Esq.  On  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1862,  the  bank  was  robbed  of  treasure  to  the  amount  of 
$14,000,  of  which  only  $2,600  was  recovered.  The  stolen 
funds  were  in  Coupon  Bonds  and  Treasury  notes,  temporarily 
deposited  for  safe  keeping  with  the  Sutl'olk  County  Bank 
which  was  then  doing  business  in  this  village.  The  final 
result  of  the  loss  was  a discount  of  10  per  cent,  on  all  deposits 
in  the  bank  at  the  time.  On  the  first  of  January,  1872,  its 
complete  assets  amounted  to  $219,671.22,  and  its  total  liabili- 
ties, Inungthe  amount  due  depositors,  $205,697.73,  leaving  a 
balance  of  as.sets  amounting  to  $13,973.49. 

The  first  newspaper  established  on  Long  Island  was  started 
in  this  village  by  David  Frothingham,  on  the  lOtli  of  May, 
1791.  It  was  called  the  Lotig  Island  Herald.  In  June,  1802, 
it  was  sold  to  Sellick  Osborn,  and  its  name  changed  to  the 
Suffolk  County  Herald.  In  February,  1804,  it  was  transferred 
to  Alden  Spooner,  and  its  name  again  changed  to  the  Suffolk 
Gazette,  under  which  title  and  mianagement  it  continued  until 
its  suspension  in  April,  1811. 

The  Suffolk  County  Lleeorder  was  first  issued  in  Oct.  1816, 
by  Samuel  A,.  Seabuiy.  In  1817  its  name  was  changed  to  the 
Ameriatn  Eagle  ; and  in  1819  its  publication  was  suspended 
r.iitd  1821,  whe.'ii  it.  was  revived  at  Huntington. 

The  Cu'-rector  was  established  August  3,  1822,  by  H.  W . 
XT’  ..in  ll  is  now  the  oldest  living  pewspaper  in  Suriblk 
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comity,  but  still  up  with  the  times,  both  iu  regard  to  its 
editorial  management  and  its  artistic  appearance.  Its  j)rescnt 
l)roprietor  is  the  Hon.  B.  I).  Sleight,  into  whose  hands  the 
paper  was  transferred  in  1859. 

The  Repuhllcan  Watchman  was  started  in  this  village  by 
Samuel  Phillips,  in  Sei)tember,  1820.  In  September  1814  it 
Y/as  moved  to  Greenport,  where  it  is  now  published. 

The  Ra(f  Harbor  Express  Avas  commenced  in  1859,  by  Jolm 
II.  Hunt,  who  had  lu-eviously  been  connected  with  the  Cor- 
rector, and  Avliose  father  had  been  its  founder.  The  Expjress 
is  a luadthy  looking  sheet,  and  .still  continues  to  llourish  un- 
der its  original  management. 

The  Eassword,  a weekly  journal  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
klasonic  and  Tcmp(!rance  organizations  was  ])ublished  a few 
mv)iilhs  ill  1871,  by  (ieorge  l.;i(li;im. 

Tdie  tSujJ'olk:  Cou/iti/  iSabbath  Cchoul  Journal,  a small  sheet 
containing  reports  of  the  meetings  of  the  Sulfolk.  Co.  Sa)>bath 
School  Convcaition,  after  being  issued  quarterly  for  a few 
years  has  been  discontinued. 

Oakland  Cemeteiy  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  finest  in  the 
county.  It  lies  one  mile  south  of  the  business  centre  of  the 
village,  in  an  appropriately  retired  locality.  It  w^as  organized 
gjid  incorporated  under  the  general  law  of  the  State,  and 
opened  for  burial  purposes  in  1810.  The  original  jdot  wuS 
purcl'iise  l of  J .owis,  Katluoi  P.,  and  Harriet  Howell.  Since 
tli.'l  time  it  has  lieen  added  to,  until  it  now  covers  tight 
acres,  am ! is  being  again  enlarged.  Its  name  is  appropriare 
to  tin^  fart  (rf  its  issng  lociited  in  the  midst  of  an  oak  lore.-^t, 
aird  the  greabjr  g ;ri  of  it  is  shaded  by  these  trees.  It  is  iui<l 
t.ut  with  avenues  twenty  feet  wide  running  parallel  with  eacli 
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other  and  alternating  with  two  courses  of  lots,  each  twenty- 
four  feet  square  and  joining  each  other  at  tlie  sides,  with  the 
exception  of  where  an  occasional  walk  crosses  between.  The 
street  front  of  tlie  ground  is  protected  by  an  iron  fence,  ^'he 
fencing  of  the  lots  is  rather  monotonous,  consisting  mostly  of 
a neat  wooden  rail  supported  by  posts  about  two  feet  high. 
There  are  however  some  nice  iron  enclosures.  It  contains 
many  elegant  and  costly  family  monuments,  and  two  family 
vaults.  A few  of  the  monuments  have  carved  on  them 
the  family  coat  of  arms  ; relics  of  ancestral  nobility 
fittingly  preserved.  As  in  the  village  of  the  living,  you  will 
also  find  in  this  village  of  its  dead  the  frequent  reminders  of 
that  former  enterprise,  the  whale-tishery,  in  which  many  of 
those  who  have  found  a resting  place  here  were  engaged,  (jr 
ju'rhaps  lost  (heir  lives.  One  of  the  most  iiUircsting  objects 
here  presented  to  the  visitc/r  is  the  “Whaler’s  Monument,” 
one  of  the  largest,  and  x^erhaps  the  most  expensive  one  in  the 
cemetery.  This  stands  in  the  central  x^art,  and  its  dimensions 
are  about  as  follows  : — foundation,  seven  feet  square;  base, 
five  feet  square  ; die,  four  feet  square ; cap,  four  feet, 
eight  inches  square  ; total  height,  eighteen  feet.  The  shaft, 
representing  a shix>’s  mast,  broken  and  shattered  at  the  tox^  is 
about  ten  feet  high,  above  the  cap,  and  two  feet  in  diameter. 
Around  the  bottom  of  it  is  a coil  of  heavy  rigging,  about  ihe 
size  of  a ship's  hawscor.  The  stranded  end  of  this  hangs  uver 
tin  edge  of  i\iQ  cap.  On  the  face  of  this  edge  is  curvr:;l  a 
harxjoon  a>ai  a Irence,  laid  across  each  other.  Directly  beltov^ 
or.  the  v.'sst  siele  of. the  die,  is  a carved  x^ieture  rex-u-esenti: -g  .1 
scene  on  tlie  ocean,  in  whicli  a sxjerm  whale  has  struck  and 
voc.-ked  wlrile-b'Oi'.i  loaded  with  men.  A x^^irt  of  the  boat  ax 
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floating  iDottom  upwartlfl,  and  upon  it  three  men  are  clinging, 
holding  the  dead  body  of  a fourth,  Avhile  two  others  are 
bufletiiig  the  waves  and  struggling  to  reach  it.  Near  by,  a 
school  of  whales  are  blowing  and  plunging,  and  another 
boat-load  of  men  are  coming  to  the  rescue  of  their  comrades. 
Two  ships  are  lying  in  the  back-ground.  The  representation 
occupies  a space  about  three  feet  square.  The  carving  is 
very  fine  ; every  feature  of  the  men,  and  their  clothing 
the  drifting  oars,  the  sea-foarn,  the  clouds  in  the  distance, 
and  every  minute  particular  of  the  sketch  being  accurately 
defined.  So  beautiful  and  impressive  is  the  delineation  of  the 
scene  that  as  we  gaze  upon  it  we  can  almost  imagine  we  hear 
the  plashing  of  the  waves  and  the  distressed  voices  of  the 
men  as  they  face  death  upon  the  bosom  of  the  mighty  deep. 
The  monument  contains  the  names  of  the  following  ship- 
masters, with  the  date  of  their  death,  age,  and  name  of  the 
ship  to  which  each  belonged,  wliich  items  we  condense  as 
follows  : 

John  E.  Howell  ; July  23,  1810  ; 27  ; “France.” 

Charles  W.  Payne  ; Jan.  4,  1838  ; 29  ; “Fanny.” 

Stratton  H.  Harlow  ; Oct.  31,  1838  ; 26  ; “Daniel  Webster.” 
Alfred  C.  Glover  ; Jan.  14,  1836  ; 28  ; ‘‘Acasta.” 
liichard  S.  Topping  ; Fob.  1,  1838  ; 28  ; “Thorn.” 

William  H,  Pierson  ; June  4,  1846  ; 29  ; “xVmerican. ” 
li  wili  be  noticed  t'nat  of  tlie  whole  six,  neither  had  reach  . -d 
the  age  of  thirty  yeai.i.  The  east  side  of  the  die  contaii.s  the 
following  Kivemorial.  “To  commemorate  that  noble  eutcr- 
p.i.ni,  the  Vv'liahi  Fishery  ; and  a tribute  of  lasting  res]je;.'.t  to 
those  l.K:Id  and  evu  erprising  Ship  Masters,  sons  of  Sou  do 
rr'tOB,  who  pciih-.d  tlicir  lives  in  a daring  profession,,  und 
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perished  in  actual  encounter  with  the  monsters  of  the  deep. 
Entombed  in  tho  ocean  they  live  in  our  memory.”  Tliis 
monument  was  erected  in  1856,  by  Nathan  P.  , Gilbert,  and 
Augustus  Howell,  biothers  of  the  one  whose  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  the  above  list.  On  the  same  lot  stands  the  Howell 
family  monument,  containing  the  inscriptions  of  sixteen  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  From  this  we  learn  that  Stephen  Howell, 
Sen.,  the  ancestor  of  this  family  was  “A  native  of  Southamp- 
ton, L.  I.,  born  Oct.  23,  1744,  and  died  January  18,  1828. 
An  American  Whig,  he  took  an  early  and  decided  stand  for 
his  country  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war. 
He  entered  the  army  as  a soldier  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island, 
Aug.  26,  1776.  He  shared  the  suffering  and  honor  of  that 
gloomy  day  in  the  successful  and  memorable  retreat  of  the 
American  Army  under  General  Washington  in  the  face  of  an 
overwhelming  and  victorious  army,  and  to  the  end  of  the 
Revolutionary  struggle  was  identified  with  the  American 
cause.  Returning  peace  found  him  among  the  first  to  revive 
the  prostrate  enterprise  of  the  country.  He  engaged  in  the 
Whale  Fishery  from  this  port  in  1785,  and  was  one  of  tlie 
oimders  of  that  extensive  and  successful  business  which  for  a 
long  i^eriod  characterized  and  distinguished  his  native  town.” 
The  old  village  burying  ground  is  located  on  tho  east  side 
of  Madison  Blreet,  adjoining  the  Presbyterian  church  lot, 
which,  foriiis  the  rear  boundary.  It  occitpies  about  two  aciv.-, 
an  .1  lias  several  hundred  graves  in  it,  though  the  remains  of 
inar.y  once  intsrrtid  here  have  been  removed  to  Oald.uid 
Gi.meifuy.  The  plot  is  on  a hill,  commanding  a line  view  cl 
the  village  and  live  harbor.  The  projvosition  of  transf<  iriiig 
!h  ' rc-uudning  graves  to  the  cemetery,  and  converting  this 
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ground  into  a village  park  lias  for  some  time  been  under  con- 
sideration. 

Near  this,  on  Union  Street  (which  crosses  Madison  at  right 
angles)  stands  the  old  “Arsenal  ” building.  This  is  a grim 
looking  brick  structure,  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary  barn, 
placed  here  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  used  at  that  time  as 
a store-house  for  munitions  of  war.  It  now  belongs  to  the 
United  States  Government,  and  is  used  occasionally  as  a stor- 
age for  wrecked  jiroperty  or  merchandise  brought  from  the 
sea  shore. 

On  the  east  side  of  Main  Street,  in  the  southern  outskirts 
of  the  village  is  a small  body  of  water,  lying  in  a deep  basin, 
cidled  Otter  Pond.  Its  name  is  derived  from  the  fact  that  in 
former  days  those  animals  used  to  inhabit  its  shores  in  great 
numbers.  This  pond  is  one  of  a succession  of  ponds  and 
marshes  which  exteiuls  across  the  town,  with  short  intervals 
between  them,  from  liere  to  Sagg  Pond,  near  the  ocean. 
About  the  commencement  of  the  present  century , this  pond 
was  occupied  as  a mill  site:  and  in  order  to  increase  the  sup- 
ply of  water,  the  owner  of  the  mill  connected  two  other 
j)onds  with  it,  by  a canal  nearly  a mile  long.  About  the  same 
time  the  owner  of  a mill  on  the  other  end  of  this  line  of 
ponds  opened  a connection  between  some  of  them  until  the 
central  one  was  ta}>ped  from  both  directions,  and  tlie  How  to 
the  north  was  completely  cut  off.  From  some  cause  or  uu- 
otiic.  V lii!/h  we  ar  j not  able  to  explain  to  our  own  satisfactioo,, 
tlie  water  of  these  pouds  has  been  diminisliing  for  m my 
years,  and  botL'  tin'}  mill  sites  once  supplied  by  them  have  long 
since  been  abandoned.  After  the  removal  of  the  mill  from 
Otlm  Pon*l  achanru}].  was  ox>eiied  from  it  to  the  “Cove ’’which 
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extends  from  Peconic  Bay  along  the  west  side  of  tlie  village 
to  witliin  a sliort  distance  of  this 'pond.  Since  that  time  it 
has  been  the  resort  of  great  numbers  of  fish  and  eels.  Prime 
estimates  that  many  years  ago,  wlieii  the  i)ond  was  stoehed 
with  streaked  bass,  the  produce  in  a single  winter  aiiKiunted 
'to  more  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  value.  It  is  still 
noted  for  its  eels,  though  they  are  not  found  in  as  great  num- 
bers as  they  formerly  were. 

Ijegonee  Brook,  which  forms  the  southwest  boundary  of 
the  corporation  limits,  empties  into  the  “ Cove  ” a short  dis- 
tance beyond  this. 

As  we  have  before  stated,  the  first  church  erected  in  Sag 
Harbor  was  built  about  the  year  1707,  and  continued  in  use 
until  the  year  1817,  when  it  was  pulled  down  and  another  one 
erectc'd  in  its  place.  The  materials  first  procured  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  church  were  all  destro^^ed  by  tlie  great 
fire  of  that  year,  but  the  people  were  at  once  “ up  and  doing,’ 
and  the  second  church  of  the  Presbyterians  was  completed  in 
June  of  the  following  year.  This  stands  upon  the  corner  of 
Sage  and  Church  Streets,  and  since  tlie  removal  of  the  Presby- 
terian congregation  to  their  iiresent  quarters  it  has  been  pur- 
chased and  occupied  by  the  Episcox^al  denomination.  Its 
belfry  contains  a “ town  clock.”  The  present  Presbyterian 
church  was  crMtrmeuced  in  1813,  and  dedicated  May  Ibth,  181.1. 
Tliis  is  cne  largest  an  1 grandest  church  edifice  in  SufiolJe  Co., 
and  cost  at  the  time  of  its  erection  upwairds  of  $25,000.  It  is 
safely  estimated  tliat  to  build  it  now  would  cost  over  $10,000 
The  steeple  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  high;  uiul  is 
accessible  l)-y  steps  which  go  up  inside  to  w'ithin  ten  feet  cf 
C;.  '.  top.  A delighifui  view  of  the  surrounding  country  may 
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TO^VN  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 


be  obtained  from  this  elevated  point.  The  belhroom  contains 
a sixteen  hundred  pound  bell.  The  auditory,  including  the 
galleries,  will  seat  a thousand  persons.  The  organ-loft  con- 
tains an.  elegant  pipe  organ  recently  re-built  by  Earle  & Brad- 
ley, of  Biverhead,  and  now  valued  at  $2,500. 

A Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  erected  here  in  1809. 
This  was  afterward  sold  to  the  Homan  Catholics.  The  present 
M.  E.  church  was  built  in  1837,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
village,  upon  a pleasant  elevation  called  Sleight’s  Hill.  In 
1861  it  was  taken  down  and  rebuilt  upon  its  present  site,  on 
Madison  Street,  in  the  central  part  of  the  village.  It  is  a 
building  of  magnificent  dimensions.  The  tower  is  furnished 
with  a clock  and  bell. 

The  Baptist  church,  upon  the  same  street,  is  a plain  but 
coininodious  building,  and  was  placed  heri!  in  1811. 

The  chief  corner  stone  of  Bt.  Andrew’s  Homan  Catholic 
church  was  laid  amid  imposing  ceremonies  on  Sunday,  Juno 
IGth,  1872.  This  large  and  handsome  structure  has  been 
completed  and  was  dedicated  a few  months  since.  It  stands 
on  a lot  facing  on  Division,  Sage,  and  Union  Streets. 

The  colored  people  have  a small  but  well  regulated  and  suc- 
cessful church  organization  called  Zion  Methodist.  Their 
house  of  worship,  erected  in  1810,  stands  in  the  southeasteiu 
suburbs,  called  Easiville,  formerly  Snooksville. 

An  jlcademy  erevded  in  this  village  in  1815.  it  was 
desUoyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  Feb.  10th,  1861.  At  that 
time  it  was  oecnpied  by  the  xhcademical  Department  of  the 
Sag  Hiirboj'  Union  ScJiool,  which  liad  been  formed  by  the 
coiisoiidaiion  of  three  former  school  districts  under  an  Act  uf 
tivo  hate  ihegislature  p .ssed  April  22d,  1862.  The  other  ac- 
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partments  of  the  school  were  at  that  time  distributed  about 
the  village  in  different  school-houses  occupied  under  the  for- 
mer system.  After  the  destruction  of  the  Academical  build- 
ing, that  dejjartment  was  accommodated  in  the  basement  of 
the  Baptist  church  until  its  removal  with  the  other  depart- 
ments to  their  present  quarters. 

The  Sag  Harbor  Union  School  Building  stands  on  the  east 
side  of  Main  Street,  in  the  business  centre  of  the  village,  and 
is  the  largest  and.  one  of  the  handsomest  school  buildings  in 
the  county.  It  is  four  stories  in  height ; built  of  brick  ; and 
witli  its  furniture,  api^aratus,  &c.,  is  valued  at  ^40,000,  The 
ground  floor  is  occupied  by  three  stores,  from  which  tlio 
school  derives  a revenue  of  $500  a year.  The  school  occu- 
pies the  second,  third  and  fourth  floors,  having  its  entrance 
from  Division  Street,  in  the  rear  of  tlie  building.  This 
noble  structure  was  built  in  1816,  and  used  as  a hotel,  called 
the  Mansion  House  ; but  finally  being  offered  for  sale  under 
a partition  suit,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  estate  to  which 
it  belonged,  a number  of  the  liberal  spirited  citizens  of 
this  jflace,  headed  by  Dr.  Frederick  Crocker,  having  long 
felt  the  need  of  a suitable  building  for  school  purjjoses,  pur- 
chased this  building  at  auction,  and  presented  it  to  the  Dis- 
trict for  a school  house.  At  this  sale  it  was  “struck  off”  at 
the  insignilica.ut  ]-rice  of  $7,510.  It  was  fitted  up  for  the 
purpose,  ami  the  school  moved  into  it  in  1871.  The  school 
now  riimJ  crs  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  pupils,  and 
orri ploys  a cerps  of  eight  teachers,  ineludiiig  the  Brincipul. 
Losi  les  Ihe  great  variety  of  English  branches  included  iii  vl  t- 
regukir  course  of  this  school,  instruction  is  also  given  lu  liio. 
LuCUu,  Glreck,  and  German  languages. 
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The  Town  HaU,  a small  building  located  on  Sage  Street, 
near  the  Episcopal  church,  is  used  for  all  public  meetings  of 
the  corporation. 

Suffolk  Lodge,  I,  O.  O.  F.,  the  first  of  the  order  established 
in  the  county,  was  organized  here  in  1843,  with  five  members. 
At  the  present  time  it  numbers  ninety  ; and  is  in  a prospering 
CJiidition.  An  “Encampment”  was  started  in  1859,  but 
alter  working  about  ten  years  was  suspended,  until  IMay  1871, 
when  it  was  again  revived,  and  now  numbers  twenty-live 
strong.  Wamponamon  Lodge  of  Free  Masons  numbers  one 
hundred  and  six  members.  (Wamponamon  is  tlie  Indian 
name  of  Montauk  Point.)  Montauk  Division,  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance was  instituted  liere  soon  after  the  commencement  of 
the  order,  in  1844,  and  continued  in  existence  until  1855. 
Agawam  Division,  its  succt'ssor,  was  instituted  A])ril  5,  1887, 
and  has  now  a membership  of  over  one  hundred.  A local 
Temperance  Society  under  the  patronage  of  the  IMethodist 
and  Presbyterian  Churches,  holds  monthly  meetings  alter- 
nately in  each  church.  This  village  also  rejoices  in  the  pos- 
session of  a musical  society  called  the  Sag  Harbor  Choral 
Union,  whose  object  is  to  develop  home  talent;  and  a flourish- 
ing Brass  Band,  whose  performances  before  the  public  are 
well  received.  Sag  Harlmr  was  made  a i)ort  of  entry  in  1784, 
and  by  itself  no^Y  constitutes  a district  of  customs.  It  form 
erly  In  longed  i o tU'.  disirict  of  New  London, 

Log  N.-Ck  IS  a peninsula  lying  between  here  and  Shelii.-r 
Ishoul,  coriD.Bcted  t<j  tiie  town  of  Southampton  by  a narrow 
boimh,  somoilmes  flooded  by  the  tide,  about  a mile  west  of 
Sag  Harbor,  rroni  Ihe  vicdnity  of  the  railroad  depot  in  il.is 
viii  along  biidgi,  cace  a “toll  bridgu,”  forms  a diievi 
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connection  with  the  Neck.  This  peninsula  is  about  three 
miles  long  and  one  and  a half  wide,  stretching  its  length 
north  and  south.  The  surface  is  undulating,  and  it  contains 
some  fine  farming  land.  Here  and  there  over  its  territory  are 
scattered  pleasant  farm-houses  on  locations  which  command 
delightful  prospects  of  tlie  surrounding  scenery.  Apprecia- 
ting its  beauty  and  advantage  of  location,  a few  gentlemen 
from  the  city  have  recently  established  summer  residences 
upon  it.  Hon.  Charles  P.  Daly,  of  New  York,  has  fitted  up 
a cottage  for  himself  on  a site  which  affords  a beautiful  view 
of  the  village  and  its  institutions,  as  Avell  as  the  neighboring 
country  and  the  surrounding  waters. 

A light-house  Avas  built  upon  Cedar  Island,  at  the  entrance 
to  the  port  of  Sag  Harbor,  in  1839,  and  re-fitted  in  1855. 
The  light  is  a fixed  one,  thirty-four  feet  above  the  water  level, 
and  is  visible  at  a distance  of  ten  miles. 

Noyack  is  a settlement  of  about  tAventy  houses,  on  Little 
Peconic  Bay,  three  miles  west  of  Sag  Harbor.  It  contains  a 
grist-mill  and  a district  school. 

Flanders  is  a village  of  fishermen  lying  on  an  indentation 
from  Peconic  Bay,  about  three  miles  southeast  of  Kiverhead. 
It  contains  about  thirty  houses,  a store,  school,  and  tAvo 
small  churches.  These  are  a Congregational  church  which 
was  erected  so:m.r3  forty  years  ago  as  a chapel  under  the  care 
of  the  chuj-cji  at  Upper  Aquebogue,  and  a Metliodist  Episcu- 
palmcre,  j-eecntly  established.  The  place  has  been  an  im- , 
poitant  point  for  the  exportation  of  cordwood. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


SOUTHOLD  TOWN — HISTOEY  AND  DESCEIPTION. 

The  town  of  Soiithold  occupies  the  eastern  extremity  of 
Long  Island,  on  the  North  Brandi.  The  connected  land  of 
the  toAvri  is  about  twenty-two  miles  in  length,  and  the  western 
half  has  an  average  width  of  throe  miles,  while  the  remainder 
varies  in  width  from  a mere  sand  beach  of  a few  rods  to  one 
and  a half  or  two  miles.  Plum  Island,  Great,  and  Little 
Gull  Islands,  and  Fisher’s  Island,  all  belonging  to  this  town, 
extend  in  a line  about  twenty  miles  beyond  the  extreme 
point.  Bobbins  Island,  also  belonging  to  this  town,  lies  in 
Peconic  Bay,  and  Great  and  Ijittle  ilog  Necks  project  into 
the  same  water.  Numerous  creeks,  coves  and  bays  divide  the 
shore  into  irregular  forms.  These  creeks  afford  abundant 
resources  for  sea-weed,  grasses,  shells  and  mud,  which  are 
used  for  manures  on  the  adjoining  land.  The  principal  part 
of  the  land  of  this  town  is  cleared,  and  being  divided  into 
farms  of  moderate  size  is  kept  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  soil  naturally  is  of  fair  quidity  — not  remarkably 
different  from  that  of  tlie  counly  generally, — but  under  the 
economical  and  succ  csful  system  by  which  it  is  managed,  \v€j 
venture  tc  sn);-  that  the  land  of  this  town  returns  larger  pt(hits 
for  iiii  euliiv.diou,  and  eomiiiuxids  a higher  price  in  the 
markei,,  than  the  laid  of  any  other  town  in  the  county. 

The  first  aectleineut  of  this  town  was  made  in  September 
ioIO,  by  a party  of  ihirteeu,  evdiose  names  were  as  foiJowrf  „ 
Ke\  3>>lm  Yeungs.  B>n:isabas  Horton,  William  Wells,  Peter 
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Hallock,  John  Tuthill,  Eicliard  Terry,  Thomas  Mapes,  Math- 
ias Corwin,  Robert  Akerly,  Jacob  Corey,  John  Conkline, 
Isaac  Arnold,  and  John  Budd.  Most  of  tliem  had  emigrated 
from  the  vicinity  of  Hingham,  in  Norfolkshire,  England. 
After  remaining  a short  time  at  New  Haven  they  crossed  to 
the  island  and  commenced  the  settlement  here,  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  John  Youngs,  who  not  only  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  little  colony  as  a political  body,  but  had  been 
installed  pastor  of  the  ecclesiastical  society  into  which  they  had 
already  been  organized.  The  settlement  begun  by  this  party 
of  immigrants  was  on  the  site  at  present  occupied  by  the 
central  portion  of  Southold  village.  The  land  was  purchased 
of  the  Corchoug  Indians,  a numerous  tribe  then  occuijying 
this  section,  and  by  them  it  was  called  Yennecock.  The 
st'ttleis  at  first  gave  it  the  name  of  Northlleet,  and  afterward 
it  was  called  the  South  Hold  by  the  authorities  of  the  colony 
of  New  Haven,  which  name  appears  to  have  been  suggested 
by  the  fact  that  tliey  had  gained  a hold  upon  the  land  which 
lay  over  on  the  south  of  them.  The  Governor  of  New  Haven, 
and  other  magistrates  of  that  colony  prepared  the  way  for 
the  settlers,  by  purchasing  the  land  of  the  Indians,  and  for 
several  years  held  the  conveyance  in  tlieir  own  hands.  By 
this  means  they  Avere  able  to  exercise  some  control  over  the 
town  or  “ Rhmtaiion/’ but  the  arrangement  proved  so  unsat- 
isfactory £0  tliS  people  that  in  1619  the  general  coiut 
Nev/ Haven  eonsvUiic  d to  release  it.  Previous  to  that  rime 
the  limits  of  ih,c  Plantation does  not  appear  to  have  ex- 
teiiJevi  further  Avest  than  the  present  site  of  Cutchogu;,;  vil- 
lage, but  tiia:  year  aa  additional  purchase  of  the  Indiaji.:^  van 
11  ..dt,  ill  behalf  of  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Haven  and  vAiU- 
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necticnt,  which  purchase  extended  about  eight  miles  further 
west,  and  included  the  localities  called  by  the  Indians  Matta- 
tuck  and  Aquabouke,  and  in  1G59  this  tract  was  re-purchased 
by  tlie  town,  and  the  claim  of  the  colonies  across  the  sound 
released.  The  peninsula  of  Oyster  Ponds,  or  Orient,  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  land,  called  by  tlie  Indians  Poqua- 
tuck  is  supposed  to  have  been  first  purchased  of  the  natives  by 
Peter  Hallock,  in  ICdl.  He  afterward  returned  to  England 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  his  family  hither,  and  being 
absent  a considerable  length  of  time  the  Indians  sold  it  again 
to  other  parties.  John  Tuthill,  John  Youngs  Jr.,  Israel 
Brown,  Richard  Brown,  Samuel  Brown,  and  John  King  were 
the  first  settlers  on  the  peninsula,  and  the  time  of  their 
settlement  was  about  the  year  BUG.  In  this  way  the  Indian 
claims  upon  tlu5  terrilory  of  this  town  wtu'o  extinguished,  and 
its  limits  expanded  from  the  »‘xtreme  point  of  Oyster  Ponds 
on  the  east,  to  the  head  of  Peconic  River  and  the  Wading 
River  on  the  west,  a distance  of  thirty-seven  miles.  The 
islands  belonging  to  it  were  purchased  by  individuals  at 
different  times. 

The  affairs  of  the  town  were  managed  like  other  towns,  by 
the  people  in  town  meeting,  otherwise  called  the  General 
Court.  But  the  strict  Puritan  principals  seem  to  have  been 
more  rigidly  adhercil  to  here  thcan  in  most  other  towns,  inas- 
much as  ccniukardori  with  the  Church  was  made  a necessai^- 
qualifi^iiViuu  for  i.dmission  to  the  privileges  of  Preeimm 
Only  snei).  w ore  ailowed  to  vote  or  have  a voice  in  the  ci\  d 
govern  men t of  the  town.  For  several  years  no  regular  cod:, 
of  laws  VC'S  estaltli  .lied,  other  Ihaii  the  huvs  of  God  whicl' 
were  dohvered  by  klose.-..,  those  laws  being  adopted  as  the 
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foundation  for  the  administration  of  the  town  government. 
In  1655  the  general  court  desired  Gov.  Eaton  to  frame  a code 
of  laws  which  should  be  more  appropriate  to  the  wants  and 
necessities  of  the  plantations  under  the  New  Haven  jurisdic- 
tion, which  was  done,  and  the  year  following  five  hundred 
printed  copies  were  distributed,  of  which  the  town  of  South- 
old  received  fifty.  As  in  other  towns,  provision  was  made 
for  the  education  of  children,  the  support  of  the  gospel,  and 
protection  against  enemies  that  might  invade  them.  Every 
man  was  required  to  provide  arms  and  ammunition  for  him- 
self, and  to  be  in  readiness  to  comply  with  any  summons  to 
assemble,  either  for  drill  or  for  the  defence  of  the  settlement. 
No  stranger  Avas  alloAved  to  settle  within  its  jurisdiction  with- 
out the  approval  of  the  committee  which  the  town  appointed 
to  investigate  the  character  of  candidates,  and  no  inhabitant 
could  S(dl  or  lease  real  estate  to  any  who  had  not  been  thus 
approved. 

IMarch  10,  1658,  Humphrey  Norton,  a Quaker,  was  sent  a 
prisoner  from  this  town  to  the  General  Court  of  New  Haven, 
to  be  tried  on  a charge  of  slandering  Mr.  Youngs,  the  pastor, 
seducing  the  peojjle  from  their  allegiance  to  the  settled  doc- 
trines of  religion,  endeavoring  to  spread  heretical  opinions, 
and  using  plasphemous  expressions,  attempting  to  vilify  or 
nullify  the  autlKu  Ity  of  iuagistrates  and  the  gov'ernment,  and 
instigating  jcl^ellnve.  and  disorder  Avith  boistrous  language 
iind  uuseeivily  conduct  He  Avas  fined  £20,  and  sentenced  to 
loe  severely  whi]j]'':'d,  branded  Avith  the  letter  H on  his  hand, 
iiutl  brnislied  from  tiiO  iurisdiction. 

In  1615  the  ludian.-j  .d  the  vicinity  become  troublesome, 
in  I I iiimitted  sever.d  outrages,  amojig  which  Avere  one  or 
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two  murders.  The  town  established  a vigilant  guard,  which 
no  doubt  prevented  additional  acts  of  violence.  These  hos- 
tile depredations  were  committed  by  individuals,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  tribe  as  a body. 

In  order  to  be  prexrared  to  reiDel  to  the  best  advantage  any 
attack  that  might  be  made  uiDon  them  by  the  savages,  it  was 
required  that  every  male  inhabitant  between  the  ages  _ of 
sixteen  and  sixty  should  provide  himself  with  a sword  and  a 
gun,  and  keep  supi^lied  with  ammunition,  under  jjenalty  of 
ten  shillings  fine  for  every  default.  It  was  also  directed  by 
the  general  court  of  the  New  Haven  colony  that  each  planta- 
tion should  keep  on  hand  one  hundred  jjounds  of  x^owder 
and  four  hundred  x^ounds  of  shot,  and  keex)  their  great  guns 
loaded  ready  for  use.  Six  trainings  a year  were  lield,  and 
one  fourth  of  the  train  bands  recxuired  to  come  to  the  xdace  of 
X>ublic  worshix>,  armed  and  equixix^^'d,  at  the  beat  of  tlie  drum. 
Sentinels  were  kex^t  on  duty  night  and  day,  and  the  militia 
in  readiness  to  assemble  for  defence  of  the  settlement.  These 
strict  measures  are  siipx^osed  to  have  been  in  force  during 
such  times  as  ax^x>rehensions  of  Indian  hostilities  were  great. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  new  charter  of  Connecticut,  in  16G2, 
by  which  New  Haven  was  joined  to  that  colony,  this  town 
came  under  the  general  court  at  Hartford,  and  in  1604  it  was 
united  with  the  otlnu-  towns  of  the  island  under  the  I)ukt  ';3 
government  'ui  New  York.  Dec.  7,  1665,  the  town  obtained 
from  live  Indi:  ns  a deed  of  confirmation  for  their  land,  lornio 
to  Ga[)i.  John  Youngs,  llarnubas  Horton,  and  Thomas  I\Ia|x;s, 
and  signed  by  the  fachem  and  thirty-five  others.  When  jh.o 
iUOJOiiy  of  Nnv  York  ivas  surrendered  again  to  the  Hutel'  in 
1673,  Soailiold  v/ith  the  other  eastern  towns  refused  to  sub- 
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mit,  and  tlie  Dutch  attempted  to  force  them  to  allegiance, 
but  without  success,  Comiecticut  sending  assistance  to  repel 
the  latter.  During  the  short  term  of  Dutch  rule  this  touii 
remained  with  Easthampton  and  Soutliumpton  in  connection 
with  Connecticut,  and  the  people  were  desirous  of  continuing 
that  connection  after  the  colony  had  been  again  surrended  to 
the  English  in  1674,  but  their  wishes  were  disregarded,  and 
with  much  reluctance  they  were  compelled  to  return  to  the 
Duke’s  government,  which  was  then  re-established  under 
Gov.  Andros.  Tlie  people  at  first  refused  to  apply  for  a 
patent  for  their  land,  but  being  threatened  by  the  Governor 
with  disfranchisement  if  they  persisted  in  such  obstinacy,  they 
yielded,  and  a patent  for  the  town  was  issued  Oct.  81,  1676. 
This  covered  the  territory  now  occupied  l)y  this  town 
and  Uiverhead.  The  patentees  names  were  Isaac  Arnold, 
Justice  of  the  Pea(!0  ; Capt.  John  Youngs  ; Joshua  Horton, 
Constable  ; and  Barnabas  Horton,  Benjamin  Youngs,  Samuel 
Glover  and  Jacob  Corey,  Overseers,  for  themselves  and  their 
associates.  The  annual^ quit-rent  was  as  usual,  one  fat  lamb. 
The  town  was  divided,  and  Uiverhead  formed  from  the 
western  part,  by  Act  of  the  State  Legislature  lilarch  13,  1792. 
The  town  of  Shelter  Island  also,  though  prcijerly  a distinct 
incorporation,  was  by  the  desire  of  its  inhabitants  united  in 
its  government  and  pabiio  deliberations  with  this  town  until 
1730. 

Duilng  til 3 call}'  period  of  the  colonial  government  the 
courts  of  the  c<>unly,  or  “riding,  ” were  held  in  this  town  a 
part  o£  ihe  time  Jjee.  J5,  1684,  men  were  appointed  by  the 
court  “to  view  and  c.pps  ise  the  old  meeting  house,  in  order  to 
i;i  il'C:  cor.ndy  p.ri;,;ou  othsaid  liouse,  and  upon  their  reluni 
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they  give  in  they  valued  the  body  of  the  liouse  at  thirty-five 
pounds.”  The  house  in  Avhich  eourts  are  said  to  have  been 
lireviously  held  is  still  standing  in  the  village  of  Southold, 
and  forms  a jDart  of  a dwelling  which  was  new  many  years 
later  though  now  sadly  defaced  by  ago.  The  old  church 
probably  answered  the  purpose  until  the  erection  of  new 
buildings  and  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  to  Riverhead. 

The  Hon.  Ezra  L’Hommedieu,  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
enterprising  men  of  liis  day,  was  a native  and  resident  of 
this  town.  He  was  born  Aug.  30,  1731.  His  grandfatlier, 
Benjamin  Avas  a native  of  France,  settled  in  this  town 
in  1090,  married  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  Sylvester,  of 
Shelter  Island,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Benjamin 
and  Sylvester,  the  first  of  Avhom  was  the  father  of  JCzra. 
“lie  was  called  t^arly  into  the  public  councils  of  the  State, 
and  for  forty  years  without  intermission  his  name  is  found 
associated  with  the  prominent  patriots  and  legislators  of  this 
State  and  the  Union.”  He  was  elected  to  the  Continental 
Congress  in  1779,  and  again  in  the  years  1781,  ’82  and  ’83. 
From  1788  to  within  a short  time  before  his  death  he  was 
almost  constantly  in  the  senate  of  this  State.  In  1784  he  was 
appointed  clerk  of  the  county,  which  office  he  held  twenty-six 
years.  He  Avas  one  of  the  “Regents  of  the  University”  froiu* 
1787  till  his  death,  Avhich  occurred  Sept.  27,  1811. 

This  town  [a.’eiuiiis  almost  a solid  and  continuous  settle- 
ment, Loni  one  eiid  ot  its  territory  to  tlie  other.  Nearly  iho 
whole  sicface  is  oecnjuh'd  by  farms,  and  the  settlenieats 
joining  each  other  in  unbroken  lines,  are  compact  enougli  to 
be  p'ieusr.nt,  ami  still  afibrd  suliicient  room  for  the  convenieni 
prosecution  of  iiUiniiig  operations. 


TOWN  OF  SOUTHOLD. 


3G7 


Franldinville  is  a settlement  of  about  forty  houses,  on  the 
Middle  Country  Road,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  town, 
and  lying  partly  in  Riverhead.  The  L.  I.  R.  R.  runs  through 
the  settlement,  and  has  a freight  station  for  its  accommoda- 
tion. Farming,  gardening,  small  fruit  raising,  and  the  culti- 
vation of  root  crops  are  the  principal  occupations  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  these  branches  of  industry  are  extensively  and 
successfully  carried  on.  A Presbyterian  church,  pleasantly 
situated  in  the  midst  of  this  settlement,  was  completed  and 
dedicated  in  1831.  Franklinville  Academy  was  erected  in 
1832,  and  the  school  opened  the  following  year,  which  has 
been  most  of  the  time  fairly  sustained. 

Mattituck  is  a more  ancient  settlement,  scattered  over 
several  square  miles  of  territory,  lying  on  the  east  and  north 
of  Franklinville.  Its  thinly  settled  suburb  lies  in  the  north- 
west part  of  the  town,  adjoining  Northville,  while  the  main 
centre  of  the  village  lies  at  the  head  of  Mattituck  Creek,  about 
three  miles  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  toAvn.  The  L. 
I.  R.  R.  pasSes  through  the  midst  of  this  centre,  and  has  a 
depot  here.  The  village  cemetery,  two  churches,  two  stores, 
a hotel,  and  a few  shops  are  located  near  by.  Mattituck 
Creek,  or  Bay  as  it  is  sometimes  Cidled,  is  a considerable  body 
of  water,  extending  from  the  sound,  inland  more  than  tAvo 
miles,  being  ncaily  two  thirds  the  distance  across  the  penin- 
sula. Prom  its  sides  a number  of  arms  extend  into  the  land, 
fonning  a variety  of  irregular  necks  and  points.  A grist-inill 
is  located  on  the  creek  AAdthiu  a mile  of  the  sound.  This 
water  and  its  shores  aObrds  a held  which  is  much  resoided  to 
by  the  inhabitfints  of  the  neighborhood  and  sportsmen  ii; 
T-Ji  rsi  ii  of  hsh,  clams,  and  Avild  fowk 
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The  settlement  of  this  village  is  supposed  to  have  com- 
menced soon  after  the  purchase  of  the  territory  from  the  In- 
dians in  1649.  The  village,  including  the  rambling  settle- 
ment around  Mattituck  Creek,  noAV  contains  a population  of 
about  six  hundred.  They  are  engaged  mostly  in  farming, 
gardening,  and  small  fruit  raising.  Immense  quantities  of 
strawberries  are  raised  here  : also  cauliflower,  cabbage  and 
root  crops.  Cranberries  are  cultivated  to  some  extent.  Ex- 
tensive seed  gardens  have  also  been  established.  A number 
of  handsome  country  residences  are  scattered  about  the 
vicinity.  Mattituck  Lake  is  a beautiful  sheet  of  fresh  water 
„ lying  in  the  western  part  of  the  village,  and  a road  Avhich 
runs  around  its  shore  affords  pleasant  sites  for  a number  of 
dwellings.  HaUock’s  Pond,  lying  in  the  Avestern  i^art  of  the 
village  is  another  sheet  of  Avater,  of  about  the  same  size,  upon 
Avhich  improvements  may  bo  made  Avith  protitable  results. 
The  village  school  stands  near  the  former  lake.  __ 

The  first  church  of  this  village  is  stated  by  Thompson  to 
have  been  built  in  1697,  but  according  to  evidenoe  unearthed 
by  Prime  it  Avas  built  in  1716.  The  first  church  Avas  of  the 
Presbyterian  order,  and  the  denomination  and  site  are  still 
preserved.  Under  date  of  Nov.  7,  1715,  James  Reeves  con- 
veyed to  the  society  tAvo  acres  of  ground,  for  a meeting  house 
site  and  burial  place.  A ncAV  church  Avas  erected  in  l«3;b 
This  was  sold  to  the  Methodist  denomination,  and  in  1853 
ilie  present  Piesbytorian  church  Avas  built.  This  was  rebuilt 
in  1871,  and  is  uoav  surmounted  by  a tall  steeple,  one  of  tiia 
finest  on  the  “East  Emb”  The  M.  E.  church  lot  adjoins  the 
burying  ground  on  the  west.  A Division  of  Sons  of  Temper- 
iuumbers  eighty-eight  members. 


TOWN  OF  SOUTHOLD. 


369 


About  two  miles  north  of  Mattituck  village  a tributary  set- 
tlement commences  near  the  Creek,  and  extends  along  a road 
which  runs  eastward  about  three  miles.  This  settlement  oc- 
cupies a school  district,  and  contains  about  forty  houses.  It 
is  locally  known  as  Oregon.  It  abounds  in  rich,  highly  culti- 
vated farms.  The  eastern  part  of  the  locality  extends  along 
on  the  north  of  Cutchogue. 

The  village  of  Cutchogue,  named  in  remembrance  of  the 
tribe  of  Indians  which  once  occupied  this  whole  township, 
adjoins  Mattituck  on  the  east,  being  centrally  distant  about 
three  miles.  The  main  part  of  the  village  lies  along  the 
Middle  Country  Hoad  a distance  of  three  miles  or  more. 
The  settlement  boasts  of  considerable  antiquity,  having  been 
commenced,  as  is  supposed,  but  a few  years  after  the  first 
settlement  of  the  town.  This  village  is  located  on  the  site  of 
an  Indian  village;  as  also  is  the  case  with  Mattituck.  Like 
its  neighbors,  it  is  an  extensive  and  highly  cultivated  farming 
district.  The  products  of  the  adjoining  bay  and  creeks,  such 
as  sea-weed,  grasses,  fish  and  the  like,  are  extensively  used  as 
fertilizers,  and  with  profitable  results.  The  land  is  level,  or 
gently  rolling,  and  the  soil  naturally  good.  The  farms  are 
comparatively  small  in  area,  but  large  in  productiveness  and 
value.  Sixty  acres  is  considered  a large  farm  here,  and  from 
$200  to  $300  an  acre  for  farm  land  is  a common  price.  The 
village  contains  three  stores,  two  district  schools,  three 
chnr(diea,  and  a population  of  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty. 
Cutchogue  station  on  the  L.  I.  II.  L.  is  about  a mile  nortli  < d’ 
the  village  street.  A Presbyterian  church  was  erected  in  tnis 
village  about  tiie  year  1737.  In  1838  it  was  re-bnilt.  The 
present  church  stands  on  the  north  side  of  the  main  streets 


(pr_  ' ''  'ilKBB  ' ', . 


'■■‘r>  '-.j^^ir  ..muii >-1 , nvv/»S<^vt> <*»- ... -r. 

'.  ,M%  «i 

<‘41.  . •'’S4T  ■ ’■ 

■ ,,**»A>.'hv  tnkiml  ©4 

"''  -‘•■■:;*i  V 

,U'i  :;  i>ilj  l$riU  WF'I  ^ rn>i  ,i-,N;<fcH!fifl^«  j4  <i»  ,fx^fe«lil^f>0 

,t , i>m  .ioliJ r! wiW . rtarw  mu  h#I,i  xMia'U  ;cr^;iVWt)Uf  ixla 

■;_  , ^:>^X,iJi,WiS  . 


1-^ 


M 


pfi  r,^*i?  4s..<ig,  il<i'’r«^.ii;t  'itpt  />.la  btfA 


h'i'Ui  ir'i.vu^  it  l-!‘‘’f'>f*iil4i-^.-lsH^tv4l^ 

■ '**’  - - - -,- - T — ^ 


4'iUi 


j)'ife<|  (h&»(M.'S»  li  «1;  ,^(wl  i^.rt.0gij.:#{iW6ji^^ 


■ '■.■  ,■•'  . ■'  Sit  • ' ,^  ’’■ 

>|'>«.icf<t  ,i's->Y‘><^;;iJi,<(’Ki-..'w  ^Kiiih0'0 v^';)>r^ ,if 

jjjl  W lif  MV41  IX  ..I  :iMi-  V(ii 

■^'  ’,P.- vt^' W tUw.  dmu^,  -iU 


^ > ,*. j-i  ’ i>'  . 

*■* 


jiytt 


■ " 

:'x,\ 


t ■»?  ‘ 

ii/ 


370 


TOWN  OF  SOUTHOLD. 


near  the  central  point  of  the  village.  The  Congregational 
church,  standing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  near  the 
same  spot,  was  erected  in  1802,  A Methodist  Episcopal 
church  was  erected  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  village  in  1829 
or  ’30.  A new  church  was  built  by  this  denomination  in  1857. 
This  stands  a short  distance  to  tlie  west  of  the  old  site,  and 
the  village  cemetery  lies  in  the  rear  of  it.  In  1858  the  old 
church  was  sold  and  converted  into  a dwelling  house.  An 
ancient  burial  ground  lies  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
from  it.  The  Homan  Catholic  denomination  have  purchased 
a lot,  with  a view  to  the  erection  of  a house  of  worship. 
Services  are  held  in  a former  dwelling  house  which  stands  on 
the  lot. 

St.  Peter’s  Hall,  a select  school  for  boys  and  girls, 
which  enjoyed  considerable  favor  and  patronage  from  the 
people  of  this  and  the  neighboring  towns,  was  located  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  village,  on  a section  of  ground  known  as 
“The  Commons.”  The  school  was  founded  in  1844,  by  Miss 
E.  C.  Mapes,  and  continued  under  the  same  management 
until  1869.  The  school  was  self-sustaining,  and  from  a very 
small  beginning  the  attendance  was  shortly  increased  to 
seventy  pujnls,  and  during  the  twenty-five  years  of  its  exist- 
ence it  maintained  an  average  of  about  forty-five.  The  peo- 
ple of  this  and  the  neighboring  villages  are  noted  for  tLeir 
constancy  on  the  Temperance  question.  A Division  of  tlie 
feons  of  Temperance  was  organized  here  about  the  commence- 
ment of  that  order,  and  noAv,  after  a prosperous  existence  of 
more  than  a quarter  of  a century,  numbers  one  hundred  aut! 

\ 1 ( i r ty  -li i.n. e m (;mb ers. 
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New  Suffolk  is  a pleasant  little  village,  of  modern  origin, 
delightfully  situated  on  the  shore  of  Great  Peconic  Bay,  one 
and  a half  miles  south  of  Cutchogue.  The  village  plat  is  laid 
out  in  regular  squares,  and  contains  a school,  a store,  a hotel, 
and  a population  of  about  two  hundred.  It  lies  upon  a point 
of  land  projecting  somewhat  into  the  bay,  and  has  a con- 
venient wharf,  the  adjoining  water  being  of  sufficient  depth 
to  accommodate  vessels  of  the  largest  class.  The  village  was 
commenced  about  the  year  1840.  In  1843  it  had  some  com 
merce,  including  two  or  three  ships  engaged  in  the  whaling 
business.  Steamboat  lines  connect  with  Sag  H arbor,  Green- 
port,  New  London  and  New  York.  During  the  summer 
season  it  is  visited  by  considerable  numbers  of  city  boarders. 
A very  important  source  of  revenue  for  this  village  is  furuished- 
by  the  scallop  trade,  which  is  extensively  carried  on  during 
the  winter.  Immense  numbers  of  those  bivalves  are  caught 
in  the  neigliboring  waters,  and  a number  of  shops  are  devoted 
to  the  business  of  i^reparing  and  packing  them  for  market. 

Bobbins  Island  lies  in  Peconic  Bay,  directly  opposite  and 
about  a mile  distant  from  New  Suffolk.  This  island  was  a 
part  of  the  twelve  thousand  acres  chosen  by  James  Farrett  as 
his  remuneration  for  acting  as  agent  to  Lord  Stirling  in  the 
disposal  of  Long  Island  real  estate.  By  him  it  was  sold  in 
1G41  to  Steplicii  Goodyear.  At  the  commencement  of  tlic 
Eevolution  it  was  ovoied  by  Parker  Wickham,  and  by  an  act 
of  die  legislidurc  Oct.  22,  1779,  it  was  confiscated  as  the. 
property  of  a lory.  In  1784  it  was  conveyed  by  the  cominis- 
sioners  of  forfeitures  to  Francis  Nicoll  and  Maj.  Benj,  Tnli- 
madge,  by  wiiom  it  vats  sold  to  Ezra  L’Hommedieu.  The 
isl;  ..id  eontains  about  four  hundred  acres,  the  most  of  which 
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is  a lieavy,  strong  soil,  which  has  in  years  past  been  produc- 
tive of  great  quantities  of  wood.  The  manufacture  of  brick 
has  been  extensively  carried  on  for  several  years  by  Ira  B . 
Tuthill,  the  present  owner  of  the  island. 

Nassau  Point,  formerly  called  Little  Hog  Neck,  is  a penin- 
sula projecting  from  the  eastern  part  of  this  neighborhood 
into  the  bay,  about  two  miles.  It  contains  about  live  hun- 
dred acres  of  good  soil,  and  is  owned  principally  by  Mr. 
James  Wilson.  Extensive  improvements  have  recently  been 
commenced  upon  it,  with  a view  of  making  it  a pleasant  sum- 
mer resort  and  watering  place.  Pishing  by  means  of  shore 
seines  is  extensively  carried  on  about  the  shores  of  the  penin- 
sula and  the  land  bordering  the  bay. 

The  village  of  Peconic,  formerly  called  Hermitage,  is  a rich 
and  beautiful  farming  section,  lying  between  Cutchogue  on 
the  west  and  Southold  on  the  east.  The  centre  of  the  neigh- 
borhood lies  at  the  railroad  station,  three  miles  east  of  Cutch- 
ogue, and  contains  the  post-office,  two  stores  and  one  or  two 
shops.  The  whole  region  is  occupied  by  farms,  and  the 
population,  embracing  a school  district,  numbers  about  three 
hundred.  Hutchinson’s  Creek  rambles  into  the  land  from  a 
cove  on  the  south  side  called  South  Harbor,  and  Goldsmith’s 
Inlet  enters  the  north  shore  from  the  sound.  A grist-mill, 
carried  by  the  tile,  is  located  on  the  latter,  near  the  sound 
shore. 

The  village  of  Southold,  the  original  settlement  of  this 
town,  adjoins  Peconic  on  the  east.  Its  location  is  ninery 
miles  from  New  York,  ten  miles  from  the  western  boundary  of 
the  town,  and  hvelve  miles  from  the  eastern  extremity  at  Ciiont 
P dfit,  Tim  village  is  a thickly  settled  agricultural  district, 
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abounding  in  highly  cultivated  farms,  and  enterprising,  suc- 
cessful farmers.  The  settlement  occupies  the  breadth  of  the 
land,  fi’om  the  sound  to  the  bay,  and  contains  a population  of 
about  eleven  hundred.  The  central  jjortion,  or  the  village 
proper,  is  ranged  along  the  Middle  Country  Eoad,  which  is 
thickly  settled,  forming  a beautiful  street  a distance  of  about 
two  miles.  Most  of  the  dwellings  are  large,  plain  and  sub- 
stantial in  appearance,  and  give  evidence  of  being  occupied 
by  a well-to-do,  highly  civilized,  and  peace  loving  commu- 
nity — just  such  a one  as  might  do  honor  to  the  memory  of 
those  Puritans  who  planted  here  the  seeds  of  civilized  indus- 
try, sobriety,  and  Christianity,  when  the  wilderness  howled 
with  the  sounds  of  savage  life.  The  village  contains  four 
churches,  an  academy,  a savings  bank,  a newspaper  and  print- 
ing ollice,  a hotel,  five  stores,  and  several  shops  and  offices. 

At  or  near  the  central  point  of  this  village  was  the  location 
of  the  first  settlement  of  this  town,  which  was  one  of  the 
two  first  English  settlements  on  Long  Island,  this  being 
nearly  cotemporaneous  with  that  of  Southampton.  By  the 
best  authorities  we  are  able  to  consult  we  learn  that  the  first 
settlement  of  this  village  was  made  in  September  or  October, 
1640.  Oct.  21,  1640,  the  church  constituted  by  the  settlers 
was  re-organized,  or  “gathered  anew,”  having  first  been  re- 
organized into  a body  at  New  Haven,  before  coming  to  the 
island.  The  Indian  name  of  this  Ideality  was  Yennecock. 
Here  tiie  Rev.  John  Youngs,  and  the  church  under  his  minis- 
try, founded  a tc^vn,  subject  to  the  New  Haven  jurisdiction, 
Y/hich  permitted  none  but  church-members  to  vote  or  hold 
office.  The  first  meeting-house  was  built  in  1640-1,  This, 
stood  in  the  norii'east  corner  of  th§  burying  ground,  a few 
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rods  west  of  the  present  Presbyterian  chureli  site.  After  a 
better  one  was  built,  in  1684,  the  first  was  sold  to  the  County 
for  a prison,  in  which  use  it  was  continued  until  1725.  A 
deep  excavation,  wliich  may  be  seen  in  the  grave  yard  at  the 
present  day,  is  the  remains  of  a dungeon  which  was  con- 
structed beneath  the  building,  and  iiow  indicates  the  site  of 
the  original  church.  A third  building  was  erected  in  1711, 
and  continued  in  use  ninety-two  years.  It  was  in  size  thirty- 
two  by  fifty  feet,  and  stood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
from  the  first,  a short  distance  west  of  the  present  chaijel. 
While  this  building  was  standing  the  Revolution  occurred, 
and  the  State  became  the  possessor  of  the  eminent  domain. 
The  State  required  the  church  to  elect  trustees  according  to 
law,  and  directed  these  trustees  to  take  the  property  of  every 
kind  and  however  ac(piired,  which  had  been  used  for  relig- 
ious purposes,  and  hold  it  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
church.  This  was  done  forthwith,  and  so  the  First  church  of 
Southold  become  the  first  cliurcli  organized  in  Suffolk  county 
under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  present 
Presbyterian  church  was  erected  in  1803 . It  is  a substantial 
looking  edifice,  forty  by  sixty  feet  in  size,  and  supplied  witli 
the  modern  improvements,  standing  on  the  south  side  of  the 
main  street  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  village  cemetery. 
This  old  burying  ground  liaving  been  enlarged,  comprises 
some  live  or  six  acres  of  ground,  and  is  well  filled  with  graves, 
sojiie  of  which  conirdn  the  remains  of  the  primitive  settlers. 
Tlie  interior  of  the  cJmrch  was  re-built  and  re-furnished  in, 
1850.  A chapel  belonging  to  this  church  was  built  in  1871,  at 
a cost  of  -tp2,000,  It  stands  on  the  opx3osite  side  of  the  street, 
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and  in  the  rear  of  it  stands  a long  row  of  sheds  which  cost 
upwards  of  ^1,000. 

An  Academy  was  built  in  Southold  during  the  year  1834. 
The  people  of  the  First  church  contrilmted  about  four-fifths 
of  the  money  for  the  purpose,  but  tliey  consented  to  its 
organization  on  very  objectionable  principles,  and  the  build- 
ing was  soon  sold  for  debt.  It  was  incorporated  by  the 
State  Legislature  April  21,  1837,  and  during  a part  of  the 
time  was  sustained  in  a creditable  manner.  It  changed 
ownership,  liowever,  some  eight  or  ten  times,  and  the 
building  was  at  difterent  times  appropriated  to  dillerent 
purposes,  until  April  7,  1863,  when  it  was  sold  to  an  agent 
of  Bishop  McLauglilan.  It  was  afterwards  moved,  en- 
larged, and  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  public  worship  for 
St.  Patrick’s  R.  0.  church,  organized  that  year,  and  is  still 
occupied  by  that  denomination.  It  stands  on  the  north  side 
of  the  main  street,  a short  distance  west  of  the  Presbyterian 
chapel,  and  a handsome  residence  for  the  use  of  the  Priest 
has  recently  been  erected  on  the  east  side  of  it. 

Southold  Academy  stands  on  a pleasant  site,  adjoining  the 
railroad  track,  a short  distance  north  of  the  institutions 
already  noticed.  The  land  was  bought,  and  the  building 
erected  in  1867,  under  the  direction  of  Messrs  Barnabas  H. 
Booth,  Henry  Hunt  ting,  and  Bev.  Epher  Whitaker.  These 
persons  had  collected  from  about  forty  donors  nearly  six 
thousand  dollars  for  this  object.  Henry  Huntting,  Esq.,  and 
Capt.  Theron  B.  Worth  had  each  given  $1,000,  and  tlio 
former  aiterwurds  greatly  increased  his  donation  The 
founders  placed  the  title,  by  a deed  of  trust,  in  the  hands  of 
tiiG  Trustees  of  the  First  church  (Presbyterian)  thereby  ee« 
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curing  the  permanent  and  proper  management  of  the  prop- 
erty. The  Academy  was  first  opened  for  instruction,  Dec.  16, 
1867.  It  is  supplied  with  books  of  reference,  library  includ- 
ing works  on  teaching  and  education,  music  books,  organ, 
globes,  maps,  &c.  The  Principal  has  two  assistants,  and 
more  than  forty  pupils.  Already  a -considerable  number  of 
young  men  and  young  women  have  prepared  for  college  or 
for  business,  and  about  twenty  have  become  teachers,  and 
the  prospects  of  future  success  and  usefulness  of  the  institu- 
tion are  growing  brighter  with  each  advancing  year. 

Keligious  services  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina- 
tion were  commenced  here  in  1793.  In  1819  the  first  church 
of  that  denomination  was  built  here.  A second  church  was 
built  in  1850,  and  this  was  rebuilt  and  enlarged  in  1866.  It 
is  now  a handsome  structure,  and  stands  on  the  south  side  of 
the  main  street,  a short  distance  east  of  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

A Universalist  church,  erected  in  1835-6  stands  on  an  angle 
of  the  street  a short  distance  west  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

The  Southold  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated  in  1858,  and 
the  first  deposit  received  July  5th  of  that  year.  This  institu- 
tion owes  its  origin  in  a large  degree  to  the  enterprise  and 
public  spirit  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Goldsmith,  and  it  is  said  to  be  one 
of  the  most  successful  iilustrations  of  the  savings  bank  in  a 
purely  rural  commimity  that  we  have  in  the  State.  Tlio 
amount  of  depo.sits  in  1872  was  $11)9,068.35  ; and  the  amount 
withdrav/n  the  same  year  $153,616,06.  The  Suffolk  County 
Sliitual Insurance  Co.,  an  institution  of  this  village,  was  incor- 
poraved  April  30,  1836.  The  amount  insured,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1873,  u'as  $2,791,721.50  and  the  aggregate  amount 
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|of  all  actual  available  assets  at  that  date  was  $233,098,93,  con- 
sisting of  premium  notes  and  cash.  The  aggregate  amount 
jof  losses  paid  by  the  Company  up  to  Jan.  1,  1873,  was 
$8,855. 17„  This  company  coniines  its  business  exclusively  to 
Suffolk  County,  taking  no  risks  outside  of  that  territory. 
“Eastern  Star  ” Lodge  of  Good  Templars  was  instituted  in 
itliis  village  in  1870.  Southold  Lyceum,  an  institution  de- 
signed to  cultivate  literary  talent,  and  furnish  literary  enter- 
tainment, was  organized  here  Oct.  3,  1871,  and  now  numbers 
sixty-six  members.  It  has  a library  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  volumes.  Willow  Hill  Cemetery  is  pleasantly  loca- 
**  ted  in  the  western  part  of  the  village.  It  was  organized  Aug. 
25,  1855,  comprising  about  three  acres,  and  contains  a num- 
ber of  finely  kept  lots,  and  handsome  family  monuments. 
A district  school  is  located  a short  distance  west  of  this. 

' Another,  the  principal  public  school  of  the  village,  is  located 
I in  the  eastern  part,  and  occupies  a commodious  lot.  The 
I Long  Island  Traveler,  a weekly  newspaper  now  ijublished  in 
! this  village,  was  started  at  Cutchogue  Sept.  20,  1871,  and 
moved  here  Aug.  20,  1872.  Southold  Division  S.  of  T.  is  a 
■ flourishing  institution,  numbering  about  two  hundred  mem- 
' bers. 

Horton’s  Point  Light-house  stands  on  a bold  cliff  on  the 
sound  shore,  opposite  tl' is  village,  about  two  miles  north  of 
the  central  x^oition.  This  has  a tower,  thirty  feet  high,  from 
its  base,  giving  the  light  du  elevation  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
! feet  above  the  level  of  the  sound.  It  was  built  in  1857,  and 
' gives  a fixed  light,  visible  twenty  miles  distant, 
i Great  Hog  Neck  lies  souLh  of  the  village,  projecting  into 
^ PecoDi  v 1.'  ;y  j'.bout  two  miles.  The  cove  which  is  formed  on 
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the  east  of  it  is  called  Soiithold  Bay,  or  Town  Harbor,  and 
from  this  several  creeks  project  inland  toward  the  village. 
The  former  town-poor-house  was  located  near  one  of  them. 
The  peninsula  of  Great  Hog  Neck  is  about  one  and  a half 
miles  in  width,  and  contains  some  two  thousand  acres,  most 
of  which  is  excellent  farming  land.  It  comprises  a school 
district,  and  contains  about  forty  farm-houses. 

Arshmamogue  is  a swampy  locality  lying  about  two  miles 
east  of  Southold.  A school  district  in  this  neighborhood 
comprises  about  thirty  houses.  Brick-making  is  carried  on 
to  considerable  extent.  The  island  here  is  less  than  two  miles 
in  width,  and  a creek  from  the  bay  jmts  into  the  land  so  far 
as  to  leave  but  a narrow  sand  beach  of  only  a few  rods  in 
width  between  its  head  and  the  w’ater  of  the  sound. 

The  village  of  Greeuport,  five  miles  beyond  Southold,  lies 
at  the  extremity  of  tlie  Long  Island  Bailroad,  ninety-five 
miles  from  Brooklyn,  and  is  one  of  the  most  thrifty  and 
growing  villages  in  the  county.  It  is  pleasantly  located, 
bounded  south  by  Greenport  Harbor,  east  by  Sterling  Creek, 
and  north  by  the  Long  Island  Sound,  though  the  thick  set- 
tled portion  of  the  village  does  not  extend  to  the  sound.  The 
swampy  locality  of  Arshmamogue  lies  on  the  west.  The  har- 
bor is  one  of  the  safest  and  most  commodious  on  the  Atlantic 
coast.  It  is  com|hctoly  kind-locked,  and  the  largest  vessels 
can  come  up  the  lower  bay  into  it,  and  find  a safe  harbor  and 
comi  lete  shelter  from  storm.  Even  the  Great  Eastern  can  come 
into  tills  liarbor  and  ancho]-  within  a few  feet  of  the  main  wdiarh 
The  village  is  well  built,  and  has  a very  neat  and  clean  appear- 
ance, great  care  being  taken  by  the  inhabitants  to  keep  their- 
prenuses  in  rex  air,  bi  decorate  and  adorn  their  grounds^ 
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The  streets  are  more  regularly  laid  out  than  most  villages  in 
the  county,  and  the  inhabitants  are  a thrifty,  industrious  class 
of  people.  Greenport  is  a modern  village,  having  been  built 
within  the  past  forty-live  years,  and  therefore  has  not  a very 
ancient  record.  The  locality  was  originally  called  Sterling 
and  the  name  is  still  preserved  in  the  village.  On  the  east 
is  Sterling  Creek;  then  there  is  a Sterling  St.,  a Sterling 
Place,  a Sterling  Ave. , and  a few  years  since  there  was  a 
Sterling  Ladies  Seminary.  Previous  to  the  Pevolution  there 
was  a wharf  near  the  outlet  of  Sterling  Creek,  where  sloops 
engaged  in  the  West  India  trade  were  accustomed  to  land 
their  cargoes  of  rum  and  molasses.  Bemnants  of  this  wharf 
are  still  to  be  seen.  About  the  time  of  the  Bevolution  there 
were  six  houses  on  the  site  of  the  present  village,  live  of  them 
being  on  Sterling  St.,  at  that  time  called  Sterling  Lane,  that 
being  the  only  street  or  lane  near  this  locality.  At  the  com- 
mencement or  early  part  of  the  present  century  a considera- 
ble part  of  the  village  site  was  the  farm  of  one  Capt.  David 
Webb,  and  this  was  sold  at  auction  on  the  23d  of  hlarch,  1820, 
being  the  first  step  in  the  building  up  of  the  village.  The 
bank  on  the  east  of  Main  Street  wharf  was  called  Green  Hill, 
and  opposite  this  was  a favorite  sj)ot  for  vessels  bound  down 
the  bay  to  anchor  and  lay  over  night.  The  name  of  the  vil- 
lage was  changed  to  Greenport  by  a meeting  of  the  inhubi- 
taiits  in  1834.  Main  Street  was  laid  out  in  1827,  and  the 
first  set  of  marine  railways  laid  the  same  year.  The  Main 
Street  wharf  was  built  that  year  and  has  been  enlarged  several 
times  since, -and  w;is  incorporated  in  1830.  Union  wharf,  at 
the  foot  of  Central  Ave.,  was  commenced  in  1838,  a, id  in- 
eorporated  in  1851.  The  Long  Island  Bailroad  was  built  to 
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Greenport  in  1844.  The  wharf  of  the  company,  at  the  end  of  the 
track,  was  built  the  same  year.  This  wharf  has  been  allowed 
to  decay  and  fall  to  pieces  until  it  is  but  an  unsightty  and 
rotten  mass  of  broken  timbers  and  piles,  very  much  disfigu- 
ring the  appearance  of  the  water  front.  The  company  built 
new  wharf  on  the  south  side  of  it  in  1871.  Soon  after  the 
completion  of  the  road  a mail  route,  between  New  York  and 
Boston,  was  established  ui^on  it,  connecting  here  with 
steamers  for  Allen’s  Point,  Conn.  This  arrangement  was 
kept  up  about  three  years,  and  a similar  one  was  revived  in 
1872. 

The  village  of  Greenport  was  incorporated  in  1867.  It 
contains  a population  of  something  more  than  two  thousand. 
There  are  about  twenty  stores,  and  a number  of  saloons  and 
tradesmen’s  shops.  Also  seven  churches,  five  hot,ela  and  a 
number  of  private  boarding  houses,  a bank,  two  newspapers, 
and  various  other  institutions  which  we  shall  presently 
notice. 

The  Fire  Department  is  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  is  held  a special  object  of  pride,  by  the  inhabitants 
as  well  as  the  members  of  the  department.  In  this  matter 
Greenport  is  probably  better  furnished  than  any  other  village 
in  the  county.  The  first  fire  engine  was  purchased  by  volun- 
tary contributions  of  tlie  the  citizens  in  1847,  and  a company  ' 
foniied  in  coimection  with  it  culled  “ Damper  Engine  Co., 
No.  1.”  About  a year  afterward  the  company  was  disbanded, 
“Game  Cock  Engine  Go.,  No,  1,”  was  soon  after  organized  v/ith 
tlie  same  macl'ine,  and  was  also  furnished  with  a qnaiitily  of 
hose  and  a house.  “Neptune  Engine  Co.,  No.  2,”  nas 
e_ganized  in  1855.  and  the  same  month  received  a new  piano- 
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deck  engine.  The  Fire  Departmei^t  was  organized  by  the 
association  of  the  two  companies,  Sept.  12,  1856.  “Phoenix 
\ Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  No.  1,”  was  organized  Jan.  30,  1860. 
j About  that  time  the  name  of  “ Game  Cock”  Engine  Go.  was 
1 changed  to  “Empire”  Engine  Co.  During  the  winter  of 
I 1864-5  the  Department  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  so  it  remained  until  it  was  merged  in  the  village 
corporation  in  1867.  The  “Phoenix  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.” 
j was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  legislature  in  1869.  Feb.  2, 

. 1872  a new  double-deck  engine  was  procured  for  Engine  Co., 

No.  1,  and  a few  days  later  a first-class  piano-deck  engine  of 
I gi'eat  power  was  purchased  by  Company  No.  2.  “ Eagle  Hose 

Co.  No.  1 ” was  organized  in  the  early  part  of  1872,  in  con- 
{ nection  with  Engine  Co.  No.  1;  and  “Relief”  Hose  Co.,  No. 
j 2,  in  connection  with  “Neptune”  Engine  Co.  the  latter  part 
of  the  same  year. 

I • The  Presbyterian  church  stands  at  the  junction  of  Sterling 

I and  Main  Streets,  facing  down  the  latter.  This  is  a handsome 

I building,  and  was  dedicated  Dec.  3,  1835.  A neat  chapel 

I stands  beside  it.  The  society  was  organized  Feb.  7,  1833, 

j mostly  from  the  membership  of  the  church  at  Southold.  The 

i Baptist  church  stands  a few  rods  below,  on  the  east  side  of 

Main  Street.  The  society  Avas  organized  Sept.  12,  1831,  and 

the  church  edifice,  erected  in  1835,  stood  in  the  upper  part  of 

the  village,  near  the  “ North  Road.”  It  Avas  moved  to  its 

I present  site  in  1841,  and  having  been  enlarged  in  1855,  is  now 

j the  largest  eluirch  in  the  village.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 

I clmrch  stands  a short  distance  south  of  the  Baptist,  on  the 

j opposite  side  of  aIjc  street.  It  was  built  in  1834;  partially 

I destj  cd  by  lire  about  the  year  1847,  and  enlarged  in  1858. 
i 

t 

i 
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A commodious  lecture  room  stands  adjoining  it.  The  Congre- 
gational church  is  located  on  First  Street,  corner  of  North. 
It  was  built  in  1848.  This  is  a very  fine  building  and  has  a 
capacity  sufficient  to  seat  four  or  five  hundred,  but  for  several 
years  no  service  has  been  held  in  it. . The  Episcopal  church, 
called  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  is  a modest  but  neat 
looking  building,  located  well  up-town,  on  Sterling  Street, 
at  the  head  of  First.  The  society  was  organized  Oct.  19, 1863, 
and  services  according  to  the  usages  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  were  first  held  in  the  cottage  building  in  the  rear 
of  the  Wyandank  Hotel.  May  23,  1865,  A.  M.  C.  Smith, 
Esq.,  donated  a lot  on  which  to  erect  a house  of  worsliip,  and 
the  corner  stone  of  the  structure  was  laid  on  Easter  Monday, 
1865.  The  Homan  Catholic  church,  standing  in  the  southwest 
part  of  the  village  was  built  about  the  year  1856.  There  is 
also  an  African  church,  and  a congregation  of  Free  Method- 
ists in  the  village. 

The  Greenport  Union  Free  School  is  located  on  First 
Street,  near  the  centre  of  the  village.  The  first  school  house 
was  erected  on  the  same  site,  in  1832,  and  the  identical  build- 
ing now  serves  as  a kitchen  to  a house  standing  near.  The 
initial  part  of  the  present  building  was  erected  in  1845.  This 
was  in  size  foi4y-five  by  tAventy-six  feet,  and  two  stories  high. 
In  ISoS  the  building  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  tlinty 
feet  on  its  length.  It  is  now  too  small  to  prt»perly  accommodate 
the  increasing  numbers  of  the  school.  The  Union  Free 
Boliool  \\^as  organized  as  such  in  1868.  It  now  numbers  about 
four  hundred  pupii«,  and  employs  the  services  of  five  teach- 
er'U 
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The  Greenport  Cemetery  lies  in  the  north  part  of  the 
village.  It  comprises  about  four  acres,  and  was  laid  out  in 
1843.  This  is  not  under  the  charge  of  any  organized  society, 
but  the  land  was  bought  by  one  imrson  for  the  purposes  of  a 
burial  ground,  and  sold  in  lots  to  individuals,  and  the  grounds 
are  kept  in  order,  and  fences  made  and  repaired  by  the  sub- 
scriptions and  charity  of  the  people  of  the  village.  It  is 
nicely  laid  out,  and  contains  a number  of  handsome  monu- 
ments. 

The  Republican  Watchman,  a weekly  newspaper,  was  started 
at  Sag  Harbor  on  the  IGth  of  September,  182G,  by  Samuel 
Phillips,  and  was  moved  to  Greenport  in  September  1844. 
Mr.  Phillips  continued  the  paper,  but  in  1852  its  editorial 
management  was  transferred  to  his  son,  S.  Wells  Phillips.  In 
1858  ]Mr.  Phillii^H,  Sen.,  died,  and  the  paper  was  sold  to  Henry 
A.  Peeves,  into  whose  hands  it  was  transferred  Dec.  4,  of  that 
year.  It  is  still  published  by  Mr.  Peeves,  and  has  a circulation 
and  influence  second  to  none  in  the  county.  The  Suffolk 
Times  was  established  in  this  village  in  185G,  by  John  J.  Pid- 
dell.  In  18G2  it  was  jaurchased  by  Cordello  D.  Elmer,  who  in 
1865  sold  it  back  to  Mr.  Piddell.  It  was  transferred  to  Duel 
G.  Davis  in  1866,  and  in  1870  4Sold  to  Wm.  P.  Duvall,  by 
whom  it  has  since  been  published.  The  First  National  Bank 
of  Greenport  was  organized  in  1864,  with  a capital  of  $50,000, 
which  was  increasod  in  a few  years  to  $75,000.  The  Bank 
building,  occupying  a consi)icuous  and  convenient  locality, 
was  erected  in  1870,  Peconic  Lodge  of  Free  Masons  '.ms 
organized  in  1354,  .and  received  its  charter  in  June,  1855.  It 
has  a membersliip  of  cio  hundred  and  forty.  Sithra  Cliaptei'' 
of  Poyal  Arch  Masons  w^as  organized  in  1867.  Greenport 
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Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  was  organized  in  1855.  It  has  a mem- 
bership of  about  seventy-five. 

The  whale  fishery  enterprise  was  carried  on  from  this  port 
for  many  years,  and  with  considerable  profit.  At  one  time 
about  twenty  ships  from  here  were  engaged  in  the  business. 
The  first  ship  was  purchased  in  1830,  and  after  a brief  though 
prosperous  existence  the  enterprise  declined  and  was  abandon- 
ed some  twenty  years  ago.  For  many  years  there  has  been  a 
large  fleet  of  fishing  smacks  owned  and  hailing  from  this  port, 
engaged  in  the  halibut  and  cod  fisheries  and  the  lobster  trade. 
Greenport  has  also  a considerable  number  of  vessels  engaged 
in  foreign  and  coastwise  commerce.  On  the  books  of  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Port  there  are  at  present  two  hundred  vessels 
of  all  descriptions,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  amounting  to 
11,2-10.  The  ship -building  industry  is  an  important  feature 
of  the  place.  There  are  four  yards  and  several  sets  of  marine 
railways.  The  menhaden  fisheries  and  manufacture  of  oil 
and  “ guano”  have  been  extensively  carried  on  in  the  vicinity 
of.  this  village  during  the  past  twenty  years.  In  1870  there 
were  some  twenty  factories  in  this  neighborhood,  with  an  in- 
vested capital  of  about  $400,000.  At  that  time  about  four 
hundred  men  were  employed  in  the  business.  It  was  estima- 
ted that  the  product  of  the  business  about  that  time  amounted 
to  near  $300,000  in  a single  season.  The  business  has  since 
greatly  declined.  There  are  at  present  six  factories  located 
on  the  siiores  of  the  l)ay,  .and  two  floating  hulks  in  which  the 
same  business  is  carried  on.  The  manufacture  of  stercotyx^e 
XDlates  has  recently  Vieen  started  in  this  village,  by  the  Middle- 
ton  Stereotytm  Gomjnmy.  About  thirty-five  hands  are  already 
employed,  and  a larger  number  is  expected  as  soon  os  the 
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business  becomes  established.  There  are  many  German 
families  living  in  this  village  and  its  immediate  neighborhood, 
who  are  a temperate  and  industrious  class  of  inhabitants. 
They  are  mainly  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  torpedoes 
for  Fourth  of  July  and  other  celebrations.  A pottery  Avas 
established  in  this  village  some  forty-five  years  ago,  and  con- 
tinued until  within  the  year  i^ast.  Extensive  beds  of  clay  are 
found  in  the  swamp  of  Arshmamogue,  about  two  miles  west 
of  the  village.  Tavo  brick  yards  located  there  turn  out  about 
one  and  a half  million  bricks  a year. 

The  village  of  East  Marion,  formerly  called  Eocky  Point, 
lies  about  tAvo  miles  east  of  Greenport.  It  is  a pleasant 
neighborhood,  lying  along  the  main  road  which  runs  east  to 
tlie  extremity  of  the  peninsula,  and  coutuins-a  population  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  It  is  a rich  farming  district.  At 
the  eastern  extremity  of  the  village  the  land  is  contracted  to 
a narrow  isthmus,  less  than  half  a mile  in  width,  and  even 
this  is  nearly  cut  in  tAVO  by  a creek  Avhich  puts  in  from  the 
bay  so  far  as  to  leave  but  a strip  of  a fcAV  rods  in  Avidth  be- 
tAveen  its  head  and  the  sound  shore.  A grist-mill  run  by  the 
ti  e is  located  at  the  mouth  of  this  creek.  A Avind  grist-mill 
stands  near  the  centre  of  the  village.  Besides  these  the  vil- 
lage contains  a church,  a handsome  district  school,  a U-ni}  r- 
ance  hall;  aud  i wo  stores.  East  Marion  Lake  is  a hand.  *■ 
slieet  of  jTesli  water,  lying  betAveen  the  village  slrctd  n.  I 
Oiieid  Harbor,  the  name  given  to  that  part  of  tlat  b-»y  > . •' 

''indents  tins  shore.  Large  quantities  of  ice  are  galhtf®d  J 
this  lake  and  stoi'cel  in  a numlier  of  hoiiscai  on  iu  i ? 

use  in  the  iieighboring  Aullagcs,  A ecmc-tery  h<#  • . 

nortliAvest  shore.  A Baptist  church  society  wm  ur|*k,.  ft 
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here  in  1844,  its  membership  having  withdrawn  from  the 
church  at  Greenijort.  The  house  of  worship,  standing  near 
the  centre  of  the  village  was  built  soon  after.  “ May  Morn  ” 
Divisiou,  Sons  of  Temperance,  numbers  sixty-nine  members. 
It  meets  in  “Temperance  Hall,”  the  j^roperty  of  the  Division. 

Orient  is  a village  of  about  seven  hundred  inhabitants 
occupying  the  peninsula  formerly  called  Oyster  Ponds,  and 
by  the  Indians  named  Poquatuck.  This  peninsula  is  about 
five  miles  long,  by  two  to  three  miles  wide,  and  containing 
about  three  thousand  acres,  forms  the  extremity  of  the  north 
branch  of  the  island.  The  surface  of  the  peninsula  is  level, 
or  gently  rolling,  except  that  the  north  side  is  considerably 
broken  and  rugged.  The  soil  is  good,  and  most  of  the  land  is 
cleared  and  occupied  for  farming  purposes,  the  fields  being 
enclosed  to  a largo  extent  with  stone  walls,  material  for  which 
is  found  in  plentiful  quantities  on  the  natural  surface.  Farm- 
ing operations,  which  occupy  the  i^rincipal  attention  of  the 
people,  are  largely  and  successfully  carried  on,  and  the  soil 
kept  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  by  means  of  the  fertil- 
izing products  of  the  adjoining  waters.  The  ijeninsula  was 
first  purchased  of  the  Indians  by  Peter  Hallock,  soon  after 
the  first  settlement  of  the  town.  It  was  settled  about  the 
year  1647  by  a few  families  whose  names  were  Youngs,  Tut- 
hill,  and  Brown.  On  its  eastern  extremity  a fort  was  erected 
in  1776,  by  CoL  Livingston,  with  a view  to  lU’cvent  the  land- 
ing of  British  troops  on  this  part  of  the  island. 

From  near  the  eastern  extremity  a long  sand  beach  returns 
on  the  soatli  side  of  tlie  peninsula  a distance  of  some  five  miles, 
partially  enclosing  between  it  and  the  peninsula  an  irregular 
body  of  water  called  Ijong  Beach  Bay.  Near  the  western 
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extremity  of  this  Long  Beach  is  a light-hoiiso  established 
in  1871.  It  is  built  on  the  shoal  which  makes  out  from 
Long  Beach  Point,  and  serves  to  mark  the  entrance  to 
Orient  and  Greenport  Harbors.  In  1872  it  was  protected 
by  a stone  ice-break.  The  light-house  was  erected  at  a cost 
of  about  $17,000,  and  the  ice-break  at  an  additional  cost  of 
several  thousand  dollars.  The  lantern  gives  a red  light, 
which  is  fixed,  and  visible  some  twelve  miles. 

The  Principal  village  of  Orient  lies  on  the  shore  of  Orient 
Harbor,  on  the  western  part  of  the  peninsula.  The  village 
is  rather  compact,  and  contains  two  churches,  three  stores, 
two  hotels,  two  boot  and  shoe  shops,  and  a few  other  trades- 
men. A commodious  steamboat  wharf  projects  into  the 
Harbor.  The  village  school  is  a creditable  institution,  well 
sustained.  A wind  grist-mill  stands  near  the  shore.  The 
name  of  the  village  was  changed  to  Orient  about  the  year 
1836.  The  growth  of  this  village  may  be  inferred  from  the 
following  figures,  which  are  taken  from  “Griffin’s  Journal.” 
In  1650  it  contained  six  families;  in  1700,  twenty-f our  families; 
in  1750,  forty-five  families;  in  1800,  sixty  families;  and  in 
1855,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  families  , The  village  has 
some  commerce.  The  first  church  is  supposed  to  have  been 
commenced  in  1717,  and  completed  about  ten  years  later. 
This  belonged  to  xlie  Congregational  order.  The  building  is 
said  to  have  been  a x^eculiar  specimen  of  architecture,  resem- 
bling a series  of  squares  piled  one  upon  the  other,  and  the 
v/hoie  surmounted  l)y  a spire  and  a sheet-iron  whether-vane 
repre,senting  a game  cock.  This  church  was  torn  down  in 
1818  to  make  room  tor  another  which  was  built  about  tlio 
Bn  me  ume.  Another,  much  larger,  more  handsome  and  bet- 
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ter  adapted  to  the  purpose  was  built  in  1844.  This  stands  on 
the  main  road  in  the  northern  part  of  the  village,  and  the  old  vil- 
lage burying  ground  lies  across  the  road  near  by.  Another,  a 
more  modern  cemetery, lies  off  the  road  a quarter  of  a mile  south 
of  this . Still  another,  a much  more  ancient  burial  place  than 
either,  lies  on  the  sound  shere,  a little  north  of  the  village. 
This  resting-place  of  the  dead  lies  in  a deep  valley,  amid  the 
appropriate  and  imj^ressive  solitude  of  .the  shore  line  hills, 
where  scarce  another  sound  ever  breakes  the  stillness  but  the 
moaning  of  the  wind  and  the  murrner  of  the  sea.  The  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  standing  near  the  center  of  the  vil- 
lage was  built  in  183G,  the  corner  stone  laid  on  the  3d  of  June. 
A Division,  S.  of  T.,  is  sustained  in  this  village,  and  numbers 
about  one  hundred  members. 

Orient  Point  is  the  easUirn  extremity  of  this  peninsula.  It 
is  a beautiful,  level  plain,  and  about  twenty-five  houses  are 
located  along  the  road  Avhich  runs  to  the  point.  On  the 
south  side  of  the  point  is  a steamboat  wharf,  and  near  it  is  a 
large  summer  boarding  house  which  is  largely  patronized 
during  the  summer  season  by  throngs  of  people  who  are  at- 
tracted by  the  retirement,  beauty,  and  varied  privileges  of 
this  location.  The  house  was  built  in'  1834  and  5,  and  having 
been  several  times  enlarged  is  capable  of  accommodating  two 
hundred  and  fifty  guests. 

Plum  Island  Hes  across  Plum  Gut,  about  a mile  east  of 
Orient  Point,  This  island  is  about  three  miles  in  length,  and 
contains  some  eight  hundred  acres.  The  surface  of  the  island 
is  very  rough,  rocky,  and  hilly.  There  are  a few  -families 
living  upon  it.  Tlie  island  was  purchased  of  the  Indians  by 
Samuel  Wyllys,  of  Hartford,  in  1659,  for  one  barrel  of  busciiit, 
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one  hundred  miixes,  and  a few  fisl!-liooka.  A patent  for  it 
W'as  granted  by  Gov.  Andros,  April  2,  1675.  It  was  after- 
wards sold  to  Joseph  Beebe.  The  historians  tell  us  of  a sin- 
gularly poised  rock,  which  was  found  upon  this  island,  and 
remained  in  its  curious  position  until  it  was  dislodged  by  a 
few  of  Commodore  Hardy’s  sailors,  in  1814.  This  rock  was 
quite  regular  in  form,  rather  roundish  in  shape,  and  about 
ten  feet  in  diameter.  It  stood  upon  the  very  edge  of  another, 
larger  rock,  which  lay  in  a plain,  level  field.  The  poised 
rock  stood  upon  a very  small  foundation  upon  the  other,  and 

to  all  appearances  would  require  but  a slight  effort  to  throw 

( 

it  off  its  balance. 

A light-house  was  erected  on  the  west  end  of  the  island  in 
1827.  This  was  re-fitted  in  1856.  The  tower  is  thirty-four 
feet  high,  from  its  base,  and  stands  upon  a hill  w'hich  gives 
the  light  an  elevation  of  sixty-three  feet  above  the  water 
level.  It  is  a revolving  light,  flashing  every  thirty  seconds, 
and  is  calculated  to  be  visible  twelve  miles  distant. 

In  the  “Bace,”  a few  miles  east  of  Plum  Island,  are  situated 
two  lesser  ones,  called  Great,  and  Little  Gull  Islands.  These 
are  composed  almost  entirely  of  solid  rock,  otherwise  they 
might  have  long  since  been  washed  away-  Great  Gull  Island 
contains  about  fifteen  acres,  and  Little  Gull  Island  but  about 
one  acre.  The  latter  is  surrounded  by  a solid  stone  wall, 
which  cost  ij>10,000  and  used  more  than  25,000  tons  of  stone. 
Upon  the  island  stands  a very  important  light,  which  serves 
to  mark  tiie  entrance  or  passage  from  the  ocean  to  the  sound. 
This  light  W'as  established  in  1806,  and  re-fitted  in  1857.  It 
lias  a fog  bell  attached.  The  tower  is  fifty-six  feet  high,  and 
the  light  seven ty-four  feet  above  the  water.  It  gives  a fixed 
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light,  visible  thirteen  miles  distant.  This  light  is  about  seven 
miles  beyond  Orient  Point. 

About  four  miles  further  in  the  same  direction,  which  bears 
somewhat  north  of  east,  lies  Fisher’s  Island,  also  belonging  to 
the  town  of  South  old.  This  island  is  about  eight  miles  in 
length,  with  an  average  width  of  nearly  one  mile,  and  con- 
tains about  four  thousand  acres.  The  surface  is  hilly  and 
uneven,  and  the  shores  irregular,  two  small  harbors  being 
formed  on  the  north  side.  Wickaposset  is  the  name  given  to 
the  eastern  X)oint,  and  Race  Point  the  name  of  the  western 
extremity  of  the  island.  Some  of  the  land  rises  in  peaks  and 
blutfs  of  considerable  elevation,  j)rominent  among  which  are 
Mt.  Prosx3ect,  near  the  west  end,  and  another  near  the  middle 
said  to  be  considerable  higher.  Much  of  the  surface  is  rocky. 
The  soil  is  good,  and  is  mostly  occui)ied  for  grazing  and  farm- 
ing purposes.  Considerable  quantities  of  brick  have  been 
manufactured  from  a mine  of  clay  found  at  the  base  of  one  of 
the  hills. 

This  island  was  first  discovered  by  Adrian  Block,  in  1614. 
It  was  then  named  Vissher’s  Island,  as  is  sui)i)osed,  in  honor 
of  some  of  his  companions.  It  was  x>urchased  of  the  Indiana 
by  John  Winthrop,  (afterwards  Governor  of  Conn.)  in  1644, 
and  a patent  of  confirmation  was  given  b}^  Gov.  Nicoll,  Marcia 
28,  1668,  in  wIiicIl  it  wus  constituted  an  indei^endent  town- 
ship, with  “ equal  privileges  and  immunities  with  any  other 
town,  enlianchisevl  place  or  manor,  within  the  government  of 
New  York'  ; and  to  be  in  no  wise  subordinate,  or  belonging 
unto  or  dejicndent  upon,  any  riding,  township, 
jtirisdiction  ■'vliaievor.  ” In  1680  the  government  of  Coiintc- 
tient  bid  claim  to  the  island,  but  without  sustaining  it.  It 
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has  remained  in  the  possession  of  descendants  of  the  original 
purchaser,  down  to  the  present  day. 

North  Dumpling  Light-house  stands  upon  a small  island  in 
Fisljer’s  Island  Sound,  two  or  three  miles  north  of  the  island. 
The  light-house  was  built  in  1848,  and  re-fitted  in  1855.  It 
gives  a fixed  light,  which  is  visible  twelve  miles  distant.  The 
tower  is  twenty-five  feet  above  its  base,  and  the  light  shines 
from  an  elevation  of  seventy  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sur- 
rounding water. 


V 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


TOWN  OP  SHELTER  ISLAND — HISTORY  AND  DESCRIPTION. 

Shelter  Island  lies  between,  the  two  arms  or  peninsulas  of 
the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  about  half  way  from  the  head  of 
Peconic  Bay  on  the  west  to  Montauk  Point  on  the  east. 
Across  the  strait  on  the  north  Greenport  lies  near  a mile  from 
^the  shore,  and  crossing  a narrow  channel  and  the  jieninsula  of 
Hog  Neck  on  the  south  Sag  Harbor  lies  near  the  isthmus  of 
that  neck  about  four  miles  from  the  shore  of  this  island.  Sail 
boat  ferries  connect  with  either  of  these  villages.  Tlie  shores 
of  this  island  arc  very  irregular.  Upon  all  sides  rugged 
points  and  headlands  project  into  the  surrounding  waters,  and 
rambling  bays,  creeks  and  inlets  penetrate  far  into  the  inte- 
rior. The  surface  also  is  very  undulating  and  hilly,  some  of 
it  being  considerably  elevated,  and  the  whole  island  present- 
ing the  most  beautiful  and  varied  scenery,  ot;  hill  and  valley, 
creek  and  cove,  to  be  found  on  the  borders  of  Long  Island. 
Delightful  groves,  and  enchanting  prospects,  with  which  the 
island  abounds,  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  its  scenery.  The 
island  contains  about  eight  thousand  acres,  being  about  four 
miles  in  width  and  six  miles  in  length.  Gardiner’s  Bay  washes 
its  eastern  shore  and  Peconio  Bay,  or  Shelter  Island  Sound, 
washes  the  western  sl'.ore.  Besides  the  salt  waters  which  in- 
dent the  shores,  immcrous  ponds  of  fresh  water  are  scattered 
in  the  valleys.  Swamps  and  peat  beds  are  also  common.  The 
ekcies  of  the  islruid  are  bold,  and  in  some  parts  lined  with 
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rocks.  Some  of  the  hills  attain  an  elevation  of  o ne  hundred 
feet  or  more.  The  soil  of  the  island  is  good,  and  a consider- 
able part  of  it  is  under  cultivation.  Sheep  raising  is  carried 
on  to  considerable  extent. 

The  English  claim  upon  Shelter  Island  was  given  by  Earl 
Stirling  to  James  Farrett  in  1637,  and  by  Earrett  sold  to 
Stephen  Goodyear,  May,  18,  1641.  It  was  at  that  time  called 
Farrett’s  Island.  June  9th,  1651,  Stephen  Goodyear  sold  the 
island  to  Nathaniel  and  Constant  Sylvester,  Thomas  Kouse, 
and  Thomas  Middleton,  for  sixteen  hundred  pounds  of  Mus- 
covado sugar.  These  proprietors  obtained  a confirmation  of 
the  purchase  from  Yokee  or  Youghco,  the  Indian  chief,  and 
others  of  the  tribe  which  occupied  the  island.  In  1656 
Thomas  Rouse  sold  his  share  to  John  Booth,  who  again  sold 
it  to  Nathaniel  Sylvester.  May  25,  1666,  Gov.  Nicoll,  in  con- 
sideration of  £150,  one  half  of  which  was  imid  in  beef  and 
the  other  half  in  pork,  gave  to  the  Sylvesters  a release,  exon- 
erating and  acquitting  the  island  from  all  “taxes  and  rates, 
either  civil  or  military,  and  from  all  trayning,  setting  forth 
and  keeping  any  soldiers,  horses,  arms,  troopers,  or  other  war- 
like provisions  other  than  what  they  should  voluntarily  doe 
for  the  defence  of  their  said  island  and  this  government  in 
case  of  foreign  invasion  or  disturbance  by  the  natives.”  On 
the  31st  of  the  same  month  Gov.  Nicoll  issm  d a patent  of 
confirm ati on,  constituting  the  island  a township.  After  tlie 
re-capture  of  Ne\v'  York  by  the  Dutch,  Gov.  Colve,  April  28, 
1C74  declared  Constant  Sylvester  and  Thomas  Middleton 
enemies  of  the  government  (they  being  absent  at  the  time), 
and  contiscaitcd  tlicir  shares  of  the  island;  and  Aug.  28,  of  the 
sam..  j-'./ir  sold  their  interest  to  Nathaniel  Sylvester,  for  £500. 
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He  thus  became  possessor  of  the  whole  island.  He  had  five 
sons,  among  whom  the  island  was  divided  in  equal  shares,  but 
three  of  them  dying  without  issue,  it  eventually  became  the 
property  of  the  other  two,  Giles  and  Nathaniel,  the  former  of 
whom  owned  four  fifths  and  the  latter  one  fifth.  Giles  after- 
ward conveyed  to  William  Nicoll  of  Islip,  by  sale  and  devise, 
one  half  the  island.  This  Nicoll  estate  has  been  handed 
down  through  the  family  to  the  present  time,  being  now 
occupied  by  Samuel  B.  Nicoll,  M.  D.  At  the  death  of  Giles 
Sylvester,  his  brother  Nathaniel  came  in  possession  of  the 
remaining  half  of  the  island.  Nathaniel  Sylvester,  in  1695 
sold  one  thousand  acres  near  the  middle  of  the  island  to 
George  Havens,  among  whose  numerous  descendants,  down 
.to  the  present  day,  have  been  some  of  the  most  respected  and 
honored  men  of  this  town.  A considerable  portion  of  the  es- 
tate of  Natlianiel  Sylvester  is  still  in  the  ])ossession  of  his  de- 
scendants, though  having  been  transmitted  through  female 
members  of  the  family  the  ancestral  name  is  lost.  Among  the 
family  names  which  have  succeeded  are  Dering,  L’Hum- 
medieu,  Gardiner,  and  Horsford,  the  present  owner. 

At  the  time  of  the  discovery  and  settlement  of  this  island 
it  was  occupied  by  a powerful  and  warlike  tribe  of  Indians, 
numbering  some  five  hundred  strong,  called  the  Manhassutts, 
or  as  some  aatiioiities  give  the  name,  Manhansett.  The  In* 
dian  mane  of  the  island  w^as  Manhansack-aha-qushu-wainoek, 
said  to  mean  ‘‘  an  island  sheltered  by  islands.”  Tliis  trd)e  of 
Indians  was  under  tribute  to  the  Peqiiotts  and  Block  Island 
Indians.  They  a}'0  said  to  have  been  friendly  to  the  wliites. 
Poggataeut,  the  saelLem  of  this  tribe  was  an  elder  broti.er  of 
W yaudaiich,  and  had  exercised  the  authority  of  Grand  fcjaLdieiii, 
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of  liong  Island,  which  authority  after  his  death  passed  to 
Wyandanch  about  the  time,  or  soon  after  the  first  settlement 
of  the  neighboring  towns,  Tlie  principal  residence  and  iiead- 
quarters  of  the  sachem  was  upon  tlie  south  side  of  the  island, 
and  the  jilace  is  called  Sachem’s  Neck  to  the  present  day. 

The  first  settlement  of  the  town  wAs  made  in  1652.  Though 
properly  a town  by  itself,  for  many  years  the  public  business 
of  the  island  was  by  mutual  agreement  of  the  inhabitants 
transacted  at  the  town-meetings  of  Southold.  This  arrange- 
ment continued  until  1730,  when  the  first  town-meeting  of 
Shelter  Island  was  held,  on  the  7th  of  April.  The  town  at 
that  time  contained  twenty  male  inhabitants,  of  full  age. 
The  names  of  these  early  citizens  of  the  town  were  as  follows: 
William  Nicoll,  John  Havens,  Samuel  Hudson,  George  Ha- 
vens, Elisha  I’ayne,  Joel  Bowditch,  Abraham  Parker,  Edward 
Havens,  Samuel  Vail,  Thomas  Colliding,  * Edward  Gilman, 
Brinley  Sylvester,  Jonathan  Havens,  Joseph  Havens,  Noah 
Tuthill,  Sylvester  L’Hommedieu,  Henry  Havens,  Samuel 
Hopkins,  John  Bowditch,  Daniel  Brown. 

For  many  years  after  the  first  settlement  was  made  upon 
the  island,  the  people  were  in  the  habit  of  attending  divine 
worship  at  Southold,  not  having  sufficient  numbers  upon  the 
island  to  support  an  independent  organization.  This  arrange- 
ment continued  until  1733,  and  no  distinct  church  organiza- 
tion was  estulilislsed  here  until  the  year  1808.  In  1742  Jona- 
thun  Havens,  Jr.,  gave  half  an  acre  of  ground  near  ihe 
middle  of  the  island,  for  a meeting-house  site  and  buryiiig- 
ground.  In  1713  Jonathan  Havens  and  others  united  in 
erecting  a liouse  for  religious  Avorship,  and  obtained  contribu- 
iions  for  the  purpose  from  the  neighboring  tOAvns,  and  from 
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Boston  and  New  York  as  well.  This  was  the  first  meeting- 
house on  the  island,  and  its  site  was  the  same  spot  where  the 
present  Presbyterian  church  stands.  Previous  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  a church  here  the  pulpit  was  irregularly  supplied, 
much  of  the  time  by  ministers  from  neighboring  congrega- 
tions. A Congregational  church  w^ls  organized  here  in  1803, 
which  was  changed  to  the  Presbyterian  form  in  1812.  This 
church  has  been  the  recipient  of  two  valuable  legacies,  tlie 
first  bequeathed  by  Brinley  Sylvester  in  1752,  being  £100,  and 
the  second  given  by  Benjamin  Conklin  in  1826,  amounting  to 
about  $8,000,  a considerable  portion  of  which  is  still  invested 
for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  The  present  Presbyterian 
church,  standing  on  the  original  site,  near  the  center  of  the 
island,  was  built  in  1816.  In  the  building  of  this  church  Gen. 
Bering  gave  the  timber  from  a forest  which  had  been  mutila- 
ted by  the  memorable  September  gale  of  1815.  Services 
according  to  the  usages  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
were  commenced  in  the  Town  Hall  on  Sunday,  May  14,  1871. 
During  the  past  season  [1873J  a meeting-house  has  been 
erected,  chiefly  by  the  liberality  of  the  Nicoll  family.  The 
building  stands  about  half  a mile  east  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  upon  a lot  of  one  acre  of  ground  which  was  pur- 
chased and  donated  to  the  society  for  the  purpose  by  Dr.  S. 
B.  Nicoll.  The  church  was  erected  at  a cost  of  abouL 
four  thousand  doliars. 

The  inliabitants  of  this  town  are  principally  engaged  in 
farming  and  fi,shing.  They  are  scattered  over  the  surface,  and 
nmrdmr  about  six  hundred  and  fifty.  The  more  thickly  set- 
tled portion  is  the  interior.  Here  are  two  stores,  a post-ollice, 
an<;l  i telegraph  ohice.  The  latter  was  established  here  about 
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fourteen  years  ago,  and  a daily  mail  in  1854.  The  town  has 
but  one  public  school,  and  this  is  centrally  located,  and  has  at 
times  been  so  well  conducted  that  i)iipils  from  Connecticut 
and  other  places  were  sent  here  to  secure  its  advantages.  The 
present  commodious  building  was  erected  in  1868,  and  school 
opened  in  it  for  the  first  time  in  Feb.  1869.  The  Greenport 
Ferry,  landing  at  Dering’s  Harbor,  on  the  north  side  of  the  is- 
land, one  and  a half  miles  from  Greenport,  was  incorporated  by 
aet  of  Legislature  on  the  ninth  of  April,  1859,  with  a charter 
to  run  ten  years,  which  by  another  act,  of  May  2,  1868,  was 
extended  ten  years  longer.  During  the  summer  season  a steam 
propeller  is  run  upon  this  ferry  line,  making  trips  every  hour. 
Within  the  last  twenty-two  years  sixteen  fish  factories  have 
been  established  on  the  shores  of  the  island.  By  an  order  of 
the  Board  of  Health  they  have  aU  been  removed. 

The  people  of  this  toAvn  are  noted  for  their  sobriety  and 
regard  for  temperance  principles.  The  island  is  free  from 
grog-shops.  In  1828  a temperance  society  was  formed  here, 
which  was  continued  in  existence  until  1842,  when  the  Cohim- 
biaii  Total  Abstinence  Society  took  its  place,  and  has  ever 
since  continued  to  exert  a wholesome  influence  among  the 
people. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  years  extensive  improvements 
Ilf  ve  been  made  upon  the  north  side  of  the  island,  by  the 
Camp-meeting  xlssoeiation,  and  the  Parks  Association.  The, 
grounds  of  the  Shelfcei  Island  Camp-meeting  Association  oc- 
cupy n beautiful  hill,  of  considerable  elevation,  rising  from 
the  west  side  of  Deilng’s  Harbor.  The  grounds  cover  some 
two  hundred  acres,  and  have  been  beautifully  laid  out  witli 
walhs,  avenuas  and  meetiug-grouiids,  as  well  as  cottage  lots.  A 
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large  hotel  occupies  a delightful  position  on  the  slope,  and  a 
number  of  tasty  cottages  have  been  erected  upon  the  grounds. 
Camp-meetings  have  been  held  here,  under  tlie  supervision  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  during  the  last  two  summers. 
The  grounds  of  the  Shelter  Island  Park  Association  lie  on  the 
east  side  of  Deriiig’s  Harbor,  upon  what  is  commonly  known 
as  Locust  Point,  being  the  northeast  part  of  the  island.  This 
is  situated  upon  the  estate  which  has  been  handed  down 
through  the  descendants  of  Brinley  Sylvester.  Its  latest 
owner  is  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsford,  from  whom  about  two  hun- 
dred acres  were  purchased  by  this  Association  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  here  a magnificent  watering  place  and  summer 
pleasure  resort.  The  grounds  are  delightfully  situated  on 
rolling  surface,  considerably  elevated,  and  presenting  splendid 
prospects,  overlooking  Greenport  village  half  a mile  distant, 
and  the  shore  of  the  peninsula,  as  well  as  the  endless 
stretch  of  water  which  forms  about  the  island.  The  grounds 
are  laid  out  with  artistic  design,  showing  walks,  avenues, 
drives,  parks  and  jdeasure  grounds.  Several  cottages  have 
been  built,  and  a mammoth  hotel,  the  “Manhansett  ” House, 
was  opened  the  last  season.  This  hotel  is  some  two  hundred 
feet  long  and  four  stories  high,  with  a wing  of  about  two 
hundred  feet  in  length  running  back  from  one  end.  On  the 
front  it  has  a tower  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  high.  Tlic 
house  is  boaiitifuily  ;.dtuated,  and  a wharf  extends  from  near  it 
jntc  the  watei-j  making,  a convenient  steamboat  landing. 
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EABTHAMPTON  TOWN — HISTORY  AND  DESCRIPTION. 

Tlie  town  of  Eastliampton  occupies  the  southern  peninsula 
of  the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  from  the  line  of  Southampton 
eastward  as  far  as  the  land  runs,  being  in  length  about  twen- 
ty-five miles,  and  in  width  at  the  broadest  point  nearly  eight 
miles.  The  average  width  however,  would  not  exceed  half 
that  distance.  The  north  shore  is  very  irregular.  The 
territory  of  this  town  is  washed  by  the  ocean  and  its  tribu- 
tary waters  on  all  sides  exceiit  where  it  joins  Southampton, 
on  the  west.  A considerable  part  of  this  territory  is  em- 
braced in  the  peninsula  of  Montauk,  and  much  of  the  re- 
maining portion  is  covered  with  forest  and  scrub-growth, 
leaving  but  a small  proportion  under  cultivation.  The  south 
coast  in  some  places  is  a low  sandy  beach,  in  others  formed 
into  small  hills  assuming  every  variety  of  shape,  while  on 
Montauk  are  high  and  rugged  cliffs  against  whose  base,  the 
waves  of  the  ocean  dash  with  almost  ceaseless  violence,  any- 
thing like  a profound  calm  here  being  of  rare  occurrence. 
The  north  shore  being  less  exposed  to  the  heavy  action  of 
the  sea  is  for  the  most  part  level,  and  indented  with  numer- 
ous coves  . Jid  smail  bays  abounding  in  fish  and  in  some 
iiistiUices  navigable  for  small  vessels.  Though  a great  part  of 
the  land  is  incliued  to  be  sandy  there  are  considerably  patches 
Ixere  and  there  of  very  fine  soil.  In  fact  some  of  the  mosc 
fertile  and  beautiful  farming  laud  upon  the  whole  island  may 
be  found  witliin  the  limits  of  this  town. 
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At  tlie  time  of  the  first  settlement  by  Europeans  the  soil 
was  owned  by  the  Montauk  Indians,  of  whom  purchases  were 
made.  The  first  settlement  within  the  present  jurisdiction  of 
the  town  was  made  by  Lyon  Gardiner  on  Gardiner’s  Island  in 
1639.  The  organized  settlement  of  the  town  however  did  not 
take  place  until  1648.  April  29th  of  that  year  Theophilus 
Eaton,  Governor  of  New  Haven,  and  Edward  Hopkins,  Gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut,  at  the  solicitation  of  a party  of  emi- 
grants who  Avished  to  settle  here,  obtained  a grant  of  land 
from  the  Indians,  and  transferred  their  title  in  the  same  to 
the  colonists.  This  grant  embraced  about  thirty  thousand 
acres,  or  the  principal  part  of  the  toAvn,  excepting  the  penin- 
sula of  Montauk.  The  consideration  given  the  Indians  for 
the  same,  was  twenty  coats,  twenty  four  looking-glasses, 
twenty-four  hoes,  twenty-four  hatchets,  twenty-four  knives, 
and  one  hundred  muxes,  valued  altogether  at  £30,  4s,  8d, 
The  Indians  also  reserved  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  any  of 
the  Avaters  and  hunting  in  the  Avoods  ; and  Avere  also  to  have 
the  “fiynnes  and  tayles  of  all  such  Avhales  as  shoall  be  cast 
upp.”  The  Indian  deed  was  signed  by  Poygratasuck, 
Sachem  of  Manhassett ; Wyandanch,  Sachem  of  Montauk  ; 
Momometou,  Sachem  of  Corchaug  ; and  Nowedonah,  Sachem 
of  Shinnecock.  Though  the  land  granted  Avas  occupied  only 
by  the  Monlauks.  yet  it  secuiied  desirable  as  a measure  of 
X^rudencG  to  secure  tlie  assent  of  the  sachems  of  these  three 
neighljoring  tribes  i]i  order  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of 
their  altfunvards  inserting  any  claim  to  the  same  lands. 

Tim  settlers  came  irom  the  neighborhood  of  Lynn,  Mass., 
and  commenced  the  first  settlement  on  the  site  of  the  preseot 
vihage  of  Easthampton,  The  name  Maidstone  was  given  to 
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the  town  at  first,  in  remembrance  of  the  place,  in  Kent, 
England,  where  several  of  the  settlers  had  emigrated  from. 
About  fourteen  years  afterward  it  was  dropped  for  the  pres- 
ent name.  The  dwellings  of  the  original  planters  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  of  very  rude  construction,  without  glass 
in  the  windows,  with  straw  roofs  and  wooden  chimnies  which 
were  plastered  on  the  inside.  The  settlement  was  governed 
by  laws  enacted  by  the  people  assembled  in  town-meeting,  or 
ns  they  sometimes  called  those  official  gatherings,  the  general 
court.  Civil  and  ministerial  officers  were  likewise  appointed  ; 
and  the  decisions  of  magistrates  confirmed  or  reversed  by  tho 
same  tribunal,  from  which  there  was  no  appeal,  excej^t  to  the 
general  court  of  Connecticut,  after  the  town  was  taken  under 
that  jurisdiction.  Lands  were  at  first  allotted  to  individuals 
as  the  increase  of  population  rendered  necessary,  and  the 
proprietors  were  prohibited  as  in  other  towns  from  releasing 
any  of  their  title  therein  to  any  proposed  settler  who  had  not 
first  obtained  the  approval  of  the  magistrates  or  the  general 
court. 

Whales  were  common  along  the  shore  and  frequently 
drifted  upon  tlie  beach.  Men  were  kept  at  convenient  sta- 
tions watching,  and  boats  in  readiness  to  start  in  pursuit 
whenever  one  was  seen  within  range.  - At  a very  early  period 
oil  became  a staple  article  of  export,  as  well  as  home  exchange. 

Very  friendly  relavions  appear  to  have  always  existed  bC' 
tween  the  white  settlers  of  this  town  and  their  Indian  neigh- 
bors. The  latter  occupied  the  peninsula  of  Montauk  and 
were  several  times  compelled  to  flee  to  the  settlement  of 
Easthampton  for  protection  against  their  savage  enemies,  the 
Nuriegansetts  by  whom  they  were  mm^h  annoyed,  and  kept  in 
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a state  of  constant  fear.  In  return  for  tlie  kindness  showed  | 
them  by  tlieir  English  neighbors  the  Indians  allowed  them  | 
the  privilege  of  the  pasturage  on  Montauk.  > 

In  the  original  division  of  land  among  the  proprietors  in  | 
common,  a house  lot  of  ten  or  twelve  acres  was  laid  off  for  | 
each  in  the  village  plat,  and  the  woodlands  and  meadows  were  1 
^ afterwards  divided  at  different  times  as  occasion  demanded.  ' 
Large  parcels  of  ground  in  different  places  were  left  in  com- 
mon and  some  of  these  remain  at  the  present  day.  | 

The  officers  of  the  town  consisted  of  three  justices  of  the  j 
peace,  or  magistrates,  a clerk  and  constable.  Actions  for  { 
slander  were  among  the  most  numerous  class  of  cases  which  I 
came  before  tlie  courts  of  the  town.  In  these  the  amount  of  * 
damages  recovered  in  any  case  could  not  exceed  £5,  but  in  I 
other  actions  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  was  not  limited. 

Among  the  municipal  regulations  of  1651  we  find  the  i 
following  : 

“Noe  man  shall  sell  any  liquor,  but  such  as  are  depntied 
thereto  by  the  towne,  and  such  shall  not  left  youth  and  those  ’ 
under  authority  remain  drinking  att  unreasonable  hours; 
and  such  persons  shall  not  have  above  half  a pint  among  four 
men;  and  further  Ordered,  that  Goodman  Megg’s  lot  shall 
not  be  laid  out  for  James  Btill  to  goe  to  work  on,  and  that  he 
shall  not  stay  here.”  “Noe  Indian  shall  travel  up  and  down, 
or  carry  any  biu  then  in  or  tlirough  our  towne  on  the  B<.tbbath 
day;  and  v/lioever  is  found  soe  doing,  shall  be  liable  to  cor- 
poral! punishment” 

“March  7th,  1652. — At  a general  court  it  is  ordered  that 
any  man  may  set  guns  to  kill  wolves,  provided  tlu-y  be  iiofc 
set  within  half  a mile  of  tlie  town,  and  also  to  take  up  the 
guns  by  sunrise;  and  further  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
sell  any  dog  or  bitch,  young  or  old,  to  any  Indian  upon 
penalty  of  thirty  shillings.” 
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“June  3d,  1653. — It  is  ordered  that  one  half  the  town  shall 
cany  arms  to  meeting  upon  the  Lord’s  Day,  with  four  sulH- 
cient  charges  of  powder  and  shot.”  This  it  will  be  remem- 
bered was  during  those  troublesome  times  when  the  suspitnon 
was  forced  uf>on  the  English  towns  of  Long  Island  that  the 
Indians  were  conspiring  with  the  Dutch  to  destroy  the  Eng- 
lish settlements.  Great  alarm  prevailed  about  this  time  on 
account  of  these  susihcions,  and  every  possible  measure  was 
adopted  for  the  safety  of  the  little  isolated  colony.  An  extra 
supply  of  ammunition  was  obtained  from  Saybrook  fort,  and 
a guard  was  maintained  to  i)revent  the  fearful  consequences 
of  a sudden  attack.  The  court  authorized  the  guard  to  shoot 
down  any  Indian  who  should  refuse  to  surrender  on  being 
hailed  the  third  time.  These  precautionary  measures  it  is 
probable  were  after  all  of  no  real  necessity,  as  it  does  not  a}>- 
pear  that  any  attack  Avas  made  or  even  contemplated  by  the 
Indians  of  the  neighborhood. 

“Eeb.  12,  1651.^ — Ordered  that  whoever  shall  arise  up  a 
false  Avitness  against  any  man,  to  testify  that  Avhich  is  Avrong, 
there  shall  be  done  unto  him  as  he  had  thought  to  have  dune 
unto  his  neighbor,  Avhatever  it  be,  to  the  taking  uAvay  of  his 
life,  limb  or  goods.” 

“May  8th,  1655. — It  is  ordered,  that  for  the  prevention  of 
abuse  among  the  Indians,  by  selling  them  strong  waters,  no 
man  shall  carry  any  to  them  to  sell,  nor  yet  send  any,  nor  em- 
ploy any  to  sell  for  them;  nor  sell  any  liquor  in  said  town  to 
any  Indian  for  their  present  drinking,  above  two  drams  at  a 
time.” 

“1656,  a Avoman  Avas  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  £3,  or  stand 
one  I.our  Avith  a cleft  stick  upon  her  tongue,  for  saying  that 
her  husband  had  brought  her  to  a j)lace  Avhere  there  was 
neither  gospel' or  magistracy.” 

Thus  disposal  of  any  guns,  SAA'ords,  poAvder  or  lead  to  die 
Indians  Avas  prohibited  l*y  hiAV.  The  oAvners  of  straw  tlnu';h~ 
ej  iiO  uses 'were  required  to  keep  ladders  near  them,  Aviiich 
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should  be  long  enough  to  reach  to  the  ridge.  Persons  were 
appointed  by  the  town  to  inspect  chimneys  and  see  that  the 
inside  was  well  plastered  and  kept  clear  of  soot.  Every  able- 
bodied  man  was  required  to  take  his  turn  in  watching  on  tlie 
beach  for  whales. 

For  a number  of  years  it  seems  the  whipping-post  was 
maintained  as  a common  method  of  punishment  for  certain 
offences.  In  1727,  R.  Syme  occupied  the  position  of  common 
whijyper  by  vote  of  the  town.  His  official  fees  for  this  kind 
of  public  business  were  fixed  at  three  shillings  for  each  sub- 
ject whipped. 

In  1657  this  town  placed  itself  under  the  protection  of  Con- 
necticut, and  the  year  following  sent  to  that  colony  for  a 
copy  of  laws  suitable  for  their  government,  the  most  or  all  of 
wliicli  they  adopted. 

At  an  early  period  Charles  Barnes,  one  of  the  first  settlers, 
was  employed  as  a school-master  at  a salary  of  £30  a year,  a 
part  of  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  a tax  on  the  inhabitants. 

The  first  settlers  were  strict  Puritans,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  gosj>el  institutions  was  made  a primary  object.  Pub- 
lic worship  was  held  for  the  first  few  years  at  the  ordinary  of 
Thomas  Baker,  for  the  use  of  which  he  received  eighteen 
pence  a week.  In  1652  a meeting-house  was  erected.  This 
primitive  temple  was  20  by  26  feet  on  the  ground,  with 
eight  feet  liigli,  and  the  roof  was  covered  with  straw.  In 
1651  the  salary  of  Rev  Thomas  James,  the  first  minister,  iva.s 
fixed  by  the  town  at  £15  a year  “and  his  lands  to  be  rate 
free.”  It  was  also  specified  by  an  order  of  the  town  tliat  ‘diis 
grain  should  Ije  firsi  groiaid  at  the  mill  on  the  2d  day  of 
cvci  V week.  Ills  salary  was  afterwards  raised  to  £60  a year. 
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The  town  was  incorporated  under  the  colonial  government 
of  New  York  by  a patent  from  Gov.  Nicoll  granted  to  John 
Miilford,  Thomas  Baker,  Thomas  Chatfield,  Jeremiah  Conck- 
lyn,  Stephen  Hedges,  Thomas  Osborne,  Sen’r,  and  John 
Osborne,  and  their  associates,  on  the  13th  of  March,  1G66. 

A second  patent  confirming  the  first,  was  granted  by  Gov. 
Dongan,  Dec.  9,  1686,  in  which  Bev.  Thomas  James,  Lieut. 
John  Wheeler,  Capt.  Josiah  Hobart,  Ensign  Thomas  Tall- 
mage,  Samuel  Mulford,  Thomas  Chatfield,  Sen.,  Jeremiah 
Conkling,  Steven  Hand,  Bobert  Dayton,  Thomas  Baker,  and 
Thomas  Osborn  uere  designated  as  patentees,  and  by  which 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  were  made  a body  corporate 
and  politic  forever,  for  an  annual  quit-rent  of  one  lamb,  or 
the  value  thereof  in  money. 

That  fearless  and  independent  spirit  which  the  early  inhab- 
itants frequently  manifested  is  shown  in'tlie  following  order, 
occasioned  by  the  call  of  Gov.  Dongan  for  a general  assembly 
of  rei)resentatives  from  the  towns.  The  Caj^t,  Young  spoken 
of  Avas  the  high  sheriff  of  Yorkshire,  through  whom  the 
call  was  transmitted. 

' “Sept.  24,  1683. — Town  chose  Thomas  Tallmage,  John 
Wheeler,  Samuel  Mulford,  and  Steven  Hand  to  join  Southold 
in  selecting  represejitatives  for  this  riding  to  meet  at  York, 
according  to  order.  The  town  have  likewise  desired  Mr. 
James  to  go  with  onr  men,  and  advise  Avith  them  in  our  con- 
cerns, who  are  to  s/and  up  in  the  assembly,  for  maintaining 
cur  pi.'ivileges  and  English  liberties,  and  especially  against 
any  writ  going  in  tJie  Duke’s  name,  but  only  in  his  Majesty’s, 
Adiom  only  ayc  own  as  our  sovereign.  Also,  in  the  toAvds 
name,  to  certify  Capt.  Young,  that  they  do  not  send  these 
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men  in  obedience  to  his  warrant,  but  because  they  would  not 
neglect  any  opportunity  to  assert  their  own  liberties.” 

The  people  of  Easthampton,  isolated  as  they  have  been  to 
a great  extent  from  intimate  relations  with  the  outside  world, 
have  always  preserved  the  lines  of  character  drawn  by  the 
original  planters  more  perfectly  than  The  people  of  any  other 
town.  In  their  opinions,  feelings  and  customs,  they 
have  always  been  remarkably  unanimous.  This  unity  of  sen- 
timent and  action  extends  to  political  as  well  as  to  religious  or 
social  matters.  Town  elections  have  frequently  returned  a 
unanimous  vote,  and  there  is  hardly  an  instance  on  record 
even  down  to  the  present  time,  where  the  people  were  much 
divided  on  any  important  subject.  For  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  there  was  but  one  church  in  the  town,  and  but  few 
representatives  of  an 3^  other  denomination  than  the  “ stand- 
ing order”  among  the  inhabitants. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  the  people  of  this 
town  were  unanimous  in  their  adherence  to  the  cause  of 
liberty.  In  June  1775  an  “ Association  ” was  formed  in  sup- 
port of  the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  its 
articles  were  signed  by  every  male  inhabitant  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  numbering  altogether  two  hundred  and  fift3'-three, 
among  whom  were  John  Chatfield,  Col.  Abram  Gardi* 
ner,  Burnet  MiUer,  Rev,  Samuel  Buel,  and  Thomas  Wickham, 
Gardiner’s  Island,  called  by  the  Indians  Monchonock,  or 
Mashongoinuo,  and  b\"  the  early  English  settlers  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  lies  on  tlie  eastern  border  of  Gardiner’s  Bay,  three 
and  a half  miles  northeast  from  the  main  land  of  this  town. 
It  ccrduins  a])Oid  three  thousand  three  hundred  acres,  chicil^’' 
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devoted  to  grazing  and  stock  raising  purposes.  The  soil  is 
good  and  the  surface  undulating. 

This  island  was  purchased  of  the  agent  of  Earl  Stirling 
March  10,  1639,  by  Lyon  Gardiner,  he  having  purchased  the 
Indian  claim,  for  which  he  paid  a few  blankets,  a dog,  a gun, 
some  ammunition  and  some  rum.  He  also  agreed  to  pay  to 
the  representative  of  Earl  Stirling  £5  a year  if  demanded, 
which  arrangement  probably  did  not  continue  but  a few  years 
at  the  most.  A i)atent  was  granted  by  Gov.  Nicoll  to  David 
Gardiner  Oct.  5,  1665,  and  the  quit-rent  which  was  then  fixed 
again  at  £5  a year  was  afterward  commuted  by  Gov.  Lovelace 
in  1671  for  one  lamb  yearly.  The  island  remained  an  inde- 
pendent plantation  until  1680,  when  it  was  annexed  to  the 
town  of  Easthampton.  The  settlement  of  Mr.  Gardiner  here, 
in  1639  was  the  first  English  settlement  within  the  limits  of 
the  present  State  of  New  York.  The  island  has  passed  down 
from  generation  to  generation  to  the  present  time  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  lineal  descendants. 

Lyon  Gardiner  was  a man  of  considerable  ability,  energy 
and  enterprise,  and  evidently  possessed  a character  in  which 
the  noblest  qualities  of  man  were  well  developed.  No  doubt 
thQ  happy  relations  which  existed  between  the  settlers  of  this 
town  and  the  Indians  were  in  a great  measure  due  to  the 
friendship  and  coiifidence  wdiich  he  by  his  acts  of  kindness 
and  consideration  had  inspired  in  the  hearts  of  the  natives. 
Among  his  townspeople  he  held  a very  prominent  i^osition. 
He  died  in  1663,  and  ins  descendants  at  the  present  day  are 
among  the  most  substantial  and  respected  inhabitants  of 
Easthamjjton 

Li  the  summer  of  1699  William  Kidd,  the  notorious  pirate, 
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on  his  way  to  Boston,  landed  at  Gardiner’s  Island  and  depos- 
ited there  a box  of  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones  which 
he  had  taken  during  his  plundering  expedition  on  the  high 
seas.  The  place  of  this  deposit  was  made  known  to  the 
owner  of  the  Island  who  was  restrained  from  exposing  the 
secret  under  penalty  of  death.  Kidd  had  been  sent  out  in 
1696  in  command  of  a vessel  fitted  out  to  defend  the  com- 
merce of  all  nations  against  the  ravages  of  pirates  who  in- 
fested the  seas.  He  was  at  first  very  successful  in  the  under- 
taking and  his  movements  elicited  the  plaudits  of  those  who 
looked  upon  him  as  their  protector  and  friend.  But  liis  thirst 
for  plunder  soon  swallowed  up  whatever  principle  of  justice 
or  desire  for  honorable  distinction  he  ever  had,  and  instead 
of  a defender  of  commerce  he  became  its  greatest  enemy. 
On  his  arrival  at  Boston,  Kidd  was  seized  by  the  autliorities 
and  sent  to  England,  where  he  was  tried  and  hung  in  May 
1701,  Y^hen  he  was  arrested,  among  the  papers  found  in  his 
possession  was  an  account  of  the  deposits  he  had  made  in 
different  places,  and  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  secure  the  hidden  treasures.  In 
the  discharge  of  their  duty  these  commissioners  visited  Gar- 
diner’s Island  and  secured  the  spoils  there  buried. 

This  island  is  of  very  irregular  shape,  and  including  its 
long  arms  it  extends  from  north  to  south  a distance  of  about 
six  Diiles,  It  contains  a number  of  creeks  and  ponds,  and  a 
consideral'.le  part  oi  it  consists  of  woodlands  and  meadows, 
A ligiit-hcase  standing  upon  the  extreme  northern  point  was 
biiiit  in  1855.  The  tov/er  is  twenty-seven  feet  higli,  and  it 
gives  a fixed  light,  twenty-nine  feet  above  water,  and  visible 
e.wiu.i.les  distant.. 
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A small  part  of  the  village  of  Sag  Harbor  extends  into  the 
northwest  corner  of  this  town,  but  as  that  village  has  been 
noticed  under  the  head  of  Southampton  wo  pass  it  in  this 
connection. 

About  three  miles  east  of  that  point  is  a scattered  settle- 
ment called  Northwest,  containing  perhajis  twenty  houses, 
and  a district  school.  It  lies  near  the  shore  of  Northwest 
Harbor,  in  the  neighborhood  of  a creek  of  the  same  name 
which  extends  inland  from  that  water  about  one  and  a half 
miles.  The  locality  is  infested  by  low  sandy  hills,  and  several 
Xjonds  lie  in  the  vicinity. 

Wainscott  is  a hamlet  of  about  thirty  houses,  lying  on  the 
sea-shore  in  the  extreme  southwest  corner  of  this  town.  The 
peox3le  are  mostly  farmers  and  ‘ mechanics.  An  ancient 
burying-ground  and  a district  school  are  located  near  the 
centre  of  the  neighborhood.  This  settlement  being  on  the 
border  of  Southamiiton  town  may  be  considered  as  a tribu- 
tary to  Bridgehampton,  about  two  miles  northwest,  with 
which  it  is  most  intimately  connected  in  its  church  and 
postal  relations. 

The  village  of  Easthampton,  reveling  in  its  antiquity  and 
abounding  with  historical  associations  to  a greater  extent 
than  any  other  village  within  the  range  of  these  sketches, 
occupies  a mxiderately  fertile  plain  near  the  sea-shore,  four 
miles  east  of  the  town  line  and  twenty  miles  west  of  !\i'on- 
tauk  Point., 

It  has  for  several  years  been  growing  in  pojDular  impro- 
tance  as  a sea-side  resort,  and  during  the  heated  season  is 
visited  by  thousands,  who  seek  retirement  for  a while  from 
l ia;  wearing  Bcenes  of  city  life.  The  hotel  accommodations 
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are  however  very  imperfect.  There  is  not  in  fact  a single 
hotel  or  boarding-house  of  any  considerable  size  in  the  place. 
To  make  up  for  this  deficiency  almost  every  private  house 
becomes  temporarily  a boarding  house,  and  even  then  the 
accommodations  are  not  sufficient  to  answer  the  demand. 
Here  is  certainly  a splendid  opening  for  a few  mammoth 
hotels  similar  to  those  avo  find  in  some  localities  Avhere  tlie 
necessity  is  not  half  as  great.  With  the  establishment  of 
these,  and  some  improvement  in  tlie  means  of  access,  East- 
hampton  must  become  one  of  the  most  desirable  watering 
places  on  the  Long  Island  coast.  The  present  means  of 
communication  are  tedious  stage  routes  connecting  with 
railroad  or  steamboat  at  Sag  Harbor,  seven  miles  northwest, 
or  Avith  railroad  at  Bridgehanipton,  about  same  distance  Avest. 

The  main  part  of  the  village  lies  upon  the  sides  of  a single 
street,  a mile  and  a half  in  length  and  running  in  a north- 
easterly direction  from  a point  about  half  a mile  from  the 
ocean.  This  street  is  level,  of  great  Avidth,  and  most  of  the 
way  is  lined  Avith  massive  shade  trees,  Avliose  Aidde  spreading 
branches  hover  over  the  spacious  Avalks  that  run  along  its 
borders. 

The  village  has  a population  of  about  six  hundred,  and 
contains  two  churches,  an  academy  and  three  stores,  one  of 
the  latter,  displaying  the  sign  of  A.  M.  Payne,  being  one  of 
the  largest  coujitrj  stores  on  the  island.  Most  of  the  habi- 
tations are  large  farm  lioiises,  many  of  Avhieh  are  thickly 
embowered  in  foliage,  and  some  of  them  bearing  cAodence  of 
considerable  anliqnivy.  There  are  also  several  handscano 
resiliences  surrounded  bj?  spacious  grounds,  riclily  orn.i- 
monted  Avith  trees  and  shrubbery.  Two  Aviudmills  are  located 
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at  the  north  end  of  the  village,  and  another  at  the  south  end. 
Near  the  former  is  a district  school  and  a burying-grouiid. 
Near  the  latter  is  another,  more  ancient  depository  of  the 
dead,  embracing  several  acres,  and  containing  a number  of 
handsome  monuments.  This  was  the  first  burying-groimd 
established  in  the  to-wn,  and  it  contains  the  graves  of  many 
of  the  original  inhabitants,  among  which  is  that  of  the  liev. 
Thomas  James,  the  first  minister,  who  died  in  1696,  and  at 
his  own  request  was  buried  on  the  east  side  of  the  plot,  with 
his  head  to  the  eastward,  so  that  when  the  trumpet  of  Gabriel 
should  call  forth  the  sleeping  dead  he  might  rise  facing  his 
congregation.  One  of  the  largest  monuments  here  preserves 
the  memory  of  David  Gardiner,  who  died  Feb.  28,  1844  in  tho 
sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  “ In  the  vigor  of  a life  adorned  by 
eminent  virtues,  solid  abilities,  and  rare  accomplishments, 
beloved  and  venerated,  he  was  stricken  with  instant  death  by 
the  bursting  of  the  great  gun  on  board  of  the  steam  frigate 
Princeton,  on  the  river  Potomac  ; a national  calamity  which 
wrung  many  hearts,  and  deprived  the  country  of  some  of  its 
most  distinguished  and  valuable  citizens.”  This  monument 
is  about  five  feet  square  at  the  base,  and  twenty  feet  high. 
The  sailors  monument,  an  object  of  much  interest  to  tlio 
visitor,  stands  in  the  north  end  of  the  enclosure.  This  is 
about  twelve  feet  high,  the  base  four  feet  square,  and  con- 
tains the  following  inscription:  — “This  stone  was  erecreJ 
by  individual  subscriptions  'om  various  places  to  mark  the 
spot  where  with  peculiar  solei  nity  were  deposited  the  rnonai 
remains  of  the  three  mates  ai  1 eighteen  of  the  crew  of  the 
ship  John  Idilioh  of  New  Pe(  ford  wrecked  on  the  coast  of 
ilontauk  while  letLirning  from  the  Chincha  Islands  on  the 
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20,  February,  1858,  when,  together  with  those  who  rest  be- 
neath, Ephriam  Hardmg  the  Captain  and  four  others  of  the 
mariners,  being  the  whole  ship’s  company,  were  drowned  in 
the  waves.”  The  ship  John  ” was  a vcissel  of  1,445 

tons,  loaded  with  guano,  and  came  ashore  in  a snow  storm  at 
a point  about  five  miles  west  of  Montauk  Lighthouse.  The 
bodies  of  the  men  washed  ashore  and  were  brought  hither 
and  buried  by  the  hand  of  sympathizing  strangers.  An  ap- 
propriate funeral  sermon  was  delivered  on  the  occasion  by 
the  Rev.  Stephen  L.  Mershon. 

'.Phis  gmve-yard  as  well  as  the  one  at  the  north  end  of  the 
village  was  first  establislied  in  the  mhldle  of  the  broad  high- 
way, and  for  many  years  was  allowed  to  remain  unfenced. 
Both  are  now  enclosed  by  neat  fences,  allowing  ample  room 
for  highways  on  either  side. 

The  first  civilized  settlement  of  this  town  was  made  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a pond  which  lies  adjoining  the  buryiug- 
ground  at  the  south  end  of  the  village. 

The  first  church  was  erected  in  this  village  in  1652,  four 
years  after  the  settlement  was  commenced.  This  church  was 
covered  with  thatch  and  as  we  have  previously  stated  its 
dimensions  were  twenty  by  twenty-six  feet,  with  posts  eiglit 
feet  hjgh.  It  was  enlarged  and  repaired  in  1673,  and  again 
in  1698.  It  stood  on  the  soutJi  end  burying  ground.  A new* 
church  was  commenced  in  1717,  on  a site  further  up  tiio 
street,  and  finished  in  the  year  following.  At  that  time  it 
was  probably  tne  largest  and  finest  one  on  the  island.  It  h j.3 
furnislied  witii  a bell  and  a clock,  and  some  years  afterward  a 
second  gallery,  above  the  first  was  added  to  its  interior.  In 
1823  it  was  repaired  ajid  reconstructed.  It  was  torn  dowoi  in 
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1871,  after  standing  a period  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
years.  This  church  was  occupied  by  the  Presbyterian  de- 
nomination. 

The  present  Presbyterian  church,  a large  and  handsome 
building  was  erected  in  18G1  at  a cost  of  $13,500.  It  contains 
a bell  and  clock. 

St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  chapel,  a structure  of  less  dimensions, 
but  neat  proportions,  was  built  in  1859. 

Clinton  Academy  is  an  ancient  looking  structure  built  part 
of  wood  and  part  of  brick,  with  gambrel  roof  and  dormer 
windows,  standing  on  the  street  directly  opposite  where  the 
old  church  stood.  This  institution  was  founded  in  1784, 
through  the  efforts  of  llev.  Dr.  Buel,  and  Mr,  William  Payne, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  the  first  teacher.  It  was  named  in 
honor  of  Gov.  George  Clinton,  by  whom  it  was  presented 
with  a bell.  It  has  the  honor  of  having  been  one  of  the  first 
two  academies  chartered  by  the  Regents  of  the  University  of 
this  State,  and  the  bill  adopting  the  system  by  which  that 
board  was  authorized  was  introduced  in  tlie  state  legislature 
upon  a petition  from  the  Academy,  and  prominently  sup- 
ported by  Hon,  Ezra  L’Hommedieu  of  this  county,  who  was 
at  that  time  in  the  senate. 

John  Hosvard  Payne,  a dramatist  of  considerable  rnerii:, 
and  author  of  tiic  immortal  poem,  “Home,  Sweet  Home,” 
\v;.ts  a native  of  this  village  and  son  of  Mr.  William  Payne 
spoken  of  above.  The  home  of  his  childhood,  a modest, 
time  beaten  eotcage  standing  beside  the  Academy  Imildiu.:, 
is  pointed  out  to  the  stranger  as  one  of  the  many  inter- 'Sung 
objects  which  this  place  affords. 


414 


TOWN  OF  EASTHAMPTON. 


The  “Hook  Pond  ” is  a narrow  sheet  of  water  about  a mile 
in  length  lying  behind  the  beach  hills  just  below  the  village. 

About  two  miles  west  of  here  and  near  the  settlement  of 
Wainscott  is  another  larger  body  of  water  called  Georgica 
Pond,  sometimes  connected  with  the  ocean.  Three  men, 
Joseph  E.  Stratton,  Zebedee  Osborn,  and  John  Hoppin  were 
drowned  in  crossing  the  outlet,  in  1714,  and  four  others  were 
drowned  in  the  pond  in  1719.  A bridge  which  formed  the 
connecting  link  across  it,  on  a desirable  route  between 
Bridgehampton  and  Easthampton  was  constructed  a few  years 
ago,  but  has  been  washed  away.  The  town  poor  house  was 
located  on  the  main  road  near  the  head  of  this  pond. 

About  three  miles  northeast  from  this  village  is  a body  of 
water  several  miles  in  extent,  called  Tliree  Milo  Harbor,  con- 
nected by  a narrow  inlet  with  Gardiner’s  Bay. 

About  a mile  east  of  this  is  a neat  little  settlement  of  sixty 
houses  called  The  Springs,  having  a store,  a post-office,  and  a 
district  school,  of  about  ninety  scholars.  This  village  lies 
near  Acabonac  Harbor,  which  latter  is  an  irregular  body  of 
shoal  water  straggling  into  the  eastern  shore  of  this  main- 
land. The  surface  is  level  ; the  soil  a sandy  loam  ; and  the 
people  mostly  farmers  and  fishermen.  A part  of  the  neigh- 
borhood is  known  by  the  local  name  of  Fire  Place. 

Amagansett,  retaining  the  Indian  name  of  the  locality,  is  a 
village  of  three  IranJred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  lying  near  the 
ocean.  It  occupies  cue  mile  in  length  on  a single  street,  is 
beaniifull}’’  loerded,  three  miles  east  of  Easthampton,  and  is 
the  easiernmost  viilngo  on  this  branch  of  the  island.  It  has 
tvvo  churches,  tw'o  stores,  a district  school  of  seyenty  scholars, 
and  a ‘>dnd  griiU-mili  An  ancient  grave-yard  is  located  in 
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the  eastern  part.  Settlement  is  supposed  to  have  commenced 
here  but  a few  years  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  town. 
The  soil  in  the  neighborhood  is  a dark  rich  loam,  and  the 
inhabitants  are  mostly  farmers.  A Methodist  Episcopal 
church  was  erected  in  this  village  inl847.  It  stands  in  the 
western  part.  A Presbyterian  church  was  built  here  in  1860. 

Proceeding  eastward  from  Amagansett  we  enter  immedi- 
ately  upon  the  dreary  waste  of  Napeague  Beach,  where  this 
part  of  the  island  is  narrowed  down  to  a width  of  about  one 
mile  by  an  abrupt  advance  of  the  water  upon  the  north 
side.  This  beach  varying  in  width  from  one  to  two  miles 
extends  east  a distance  of  about  five  miles  and  forms  the 
connecting  link  between  the  main -island  and  the  peninsula 
of  Montauk.  It  is  a low  sandy  isthmus  containing  an  occa- 
sional patch  of  grass  or  bushes.  A remarkable  phenomenon 
is  presented  in  the  fact  that  during  warm  weather  this  region 
is  inf  ested  by  myriads  of  musquitoes,  while  a few  miles  beyond, 
upon  Montauk,  neither  musquitoes  nor  flies  are  ever  kno^vn. 

The  peninsula  of  Montauk,  containing  about  nine  thousand 
acres  occupies  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  south  branch  of 
Long  Island.  It  is  about  eleven  miles  in  length  and  from 
one  and  a half  to  three  miles  across  it.  The  surface,  elevated 
twenty  to  one  hundred  feet  above  the  sea  level,  is  thrown 
into  countless  hills  and  valleys,  comparing  well  in  its  undula- 
tions with  the  waves  of  the  adjoining  ocean.  The  greater 
]x'.rc  of  it  is  bare  of  timber,  and  covered  with  a luxuriant 
growth  01  grass,  affording  excellent  pasturage  for  stock,  and 
to  this  purpose  it  is  almost  exclusively  devoted.  To  the  rich- 
ness of  its  feeding  add  the  abundant  supjily  of  pure  wiiole- 
rou  e water  afforded  by  numerous  springs  and  ponds  which 
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'are  scattered  over  the  surface  ; the  cool  and  refreshing  sea 
breeze  ; and  the  entire  absence  of  annoying  insects  ; and  wo 
find  this  spot  peculiarly  favored  for  the  purpose  to  which  it 
has  been  appropriated  for  more  than  two  hundred  years. 
Animals  in  a very  low  condition  turned  on  here  are  said  to 
imp  ove  and  become  fat  in  a surprisingly  short  time;  Only 
a small  portion  of  the  tract  upon  the  north  side  is  now  cov- 
ered with  timber.  The  soil  is  a deep,  rich  loam,  sui’ijassing 
in  fertility  almost  any  otlier  section  of  the  island. 

It  is  still  held  by  the  “ heirs  and  assigns  ” of  the  original 
purchasers,  in  undivided  shares,  and  the  remnant  of  the 
Indian  tribe  still  hold  the  reservation  of  their  ancestors  upon 
it.  The  shareholders  in  these  Moritauk  lands  are  represented 
by  a board  of  seven  trustees  in  whom  the  management  of  the 
common  property  is  vested.  Three  keepers  are  employed  to 
look  after  the  animals  that  are  turned  on  here  to  pasture,  and 
change  them  from  one  enclosure  to  another  as  occasion  re- 
quires. Each  keeper  has  the  use  of  a house  and  as  much 
land  as  he  wishes  to  cultivate,  also  the  privilege  of  pasturing 
a certain  number  of  cattle.  The  houses  are  located  about 
four  miles  apart.  The  cattle  of  different  owners  turned 
together  upon  this  common  Jjasture  are  identified  by  certain 
slits,  nicks,  punctures,  and  cuts,  made  upon  the  anirnars 
ears  ; corresponding  representations  of  which  are  recordevi  by 
their  respecxivc  owners. 

Moiitauk  was  originally  bought  of  the  Indians,  between 
lG(jO  and  1GS7,  inclusive.  Its  purchase  was  made  by  three 
diiTi  rent  coin})anies,  in  three  distinct  parcels.  These  com- 
])aiiiL'S  w(u-e  scon  aider  consolidated,  so  that  the  interest  of 
each  individual  in  one  or  more  of  the  separate  parcels  was 
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made  to  run  through  the  whole  land,  which  under  this 
arrangement  — it  is  believed  — was  divided  into  forty  shares, 
each  share  being  estimated  at  £40.  The  shares  of  the  origi- 
nal owners  were  unequal  in  value,  and  those  interests  have 
been  constantly  changing,  by  purchase  and  sale,  by  devise 
and  inheritance,  down  to  the  present  time  so  that  the  propri- 
etorship now  lies  in  about  eighty  persons,  whose  interests 
vary  in  amount  of  estimate  from  £280  down  to  the  fraction  of 
a penny.  A share  or  estimate  of  £40  is  the  unit  of  division. 
The  body  of  proprietors  have  at  different  times  bought  up 
individual  interests  and  extinguished  them  in  the  common 
ownership,  and  in  this  way  the  original  forty  shares  have 
been  reduced  to  a fraction  over  thirty-five.  The  present 
market  value  of  an  original  £40  share,  is  about  $4,400. 
These  shares  lu-o  divided  into  “eighths”  which  are  com- 
monly reckoned  in  ordinary  transactions.  The  increasing 
value  of  Montauk  land  may  be  seen  by  comparing  former 
estimates  with  the  present.  In  1843  these  “eighths”  were 
valued  at  $300,  each  ; in  1860  at  $350  to  $400  each  ; and  at 
the  present  time  these  are  worth,  according  to  the  estimate 
just  given,  $550.  Each  share  entitles  the  owner  to  the  pas- 
turage of  forty-eight  cattle,  or  six  to  each  “eighth.”  One 
horse  counts  as  two  cattle,  and  seven  sheep  are  allowed  on 
one  cattle  right.  The  prof>rietors  make  about  fifty  rights  ioi 
the  keepers  to  improve,  and  allow  the  Indians  to  hire  out 
wli.it  they  do  not  require  for  their  own  cattle  up  to  fifty. 
About  fifteen  hundred  cattle,  one  hundred  horses,  and  i iglit 
hiindn'd  sheep  are  turned  on  here  during  the  season.  The  days 
for  driving  on  and  bringing  off  the  animals  are  designated  by 
tb-j  trustees,  aceordin.g  to  the  exigencies  of  the  season  and 
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the  consequent  state  of  the  pasture.  The  season  for  sheep 
generally  lasts  from  about  the  latter  part  of  March  to  the  first 
of  December  ; and  for  cattle  and  horses  from  the  lirst  of  May 
to  the  middle  of  November. 

Among  the  numerous  ponds  which  beautify  and  vary  the 
scenery  of  Montauk,  Great  Pond,  lying  witViin  four  miles  of 
the  eastern  extremity,  is  the  largest.  This  is  the  largest  body 
of  fresh  water  on  the  island,  being  about  two  miles  in  length, 
and  covering  an  area  of  six  hundred  acres.  Two  miles  west 
of  it  is  another  considerable  body  of  water  called  Fort  Pond, 
by  the  Indians  Koiikhonganock.  Near  this  is  an  ancient 
burial  ground,  once  the  location  of  the  citadel  or  stronghold 
of  the  Indians.  Fort  Pond  Bay  makes  a deep  indentation 
upon  the  north  shore  in  this  vicinity,  and  in  connection  with 
the  pond,  nearly  cuts  the  peninsula  in  two.  Still  further 
west,  near  the  union  with  Nupeaguc  is  another,  yet  smaller 
pond  bearing  the  Indian  name  of  (^uannotowouk,  and  called 
in  English  Fresh  Pond.  An  ancient  fortification  of  the 
Indians  is  said  to  have  been  located  near  this.  In  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  “ Indian  Fields,”  which  lies  upon  the  north 
side  near  the  east  end,  are  several  sniidler  ponds  among  which 
are  Oyster,  Great  Reed,  Little  Reed,  and  Money  Ponds. 
Some  of  these  are  elevated  several  feet  above  the  sea  level, 
while  others  are  so  situated  that  by  an  unusual  rising  either 
of  the  pond  or  tire  tide  they  have  at  times  been  temporarily 
connected  c'itli  tb.e  sea. 

All  these  ponds  and  tlie  neighboring  shores  and  swamirs  are 
frequented  by  great  miinhers  of  wild  fowl,  including  geese, 
dueks,  brant,  plover,  teal,  and  several  other  species.  As  a 
consequence  this  region  is  a favorite  held  for  sportsmen,  dur- 
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ing  the  autumn  months,  who  in  tlie  absence  of  any  regularly 
established  accommodations  for  visitors  find  temporary  homes 
with  the  stock  keepers. 

Montauk  is  also  noted  for  the  great  numbers  of  fish  that 
play  about  its  f-hores,  and  are  taken  by  those  who  engage  in 
the  exercise  either  for  pastime  or  for  profit.  Moss  bunkers, 
blue  fish,  bass,  flounders,  codfish,  paugies  and  black  fish  are 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  waters.  These  are 
taken  with  nets  or  hook  and  line.  Pleasure  fishing  is  earned 
on  either  in  surf-boats  along  the  shore  or  by  standing  on 
the  beach  and  throwing  a scpiid  out  into  the  water.  Some 
of  the  fresh  water  ponds  are  stocked  with  wliite  perch. 

The  shore  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Point  is  rocky,  and 
the  bottom  of  the  ocean  for  a long  distance  eastward  is  strewn 
with  huge  boulders.  The  svii)position  is  favoriibly  enter- 
tained by  those  who  have  studied  the  subject,  that  this  land 
once  extended  nearly  or  quite  to  Block  Island,  which  lies  in 
range  of  the  coast  fourteen  miles  beyond.  At  any  rate  there 
is  positive  evidence  that  it  extended  a considerable  distance 
further  into  the  sea  than  it  now  does.  The  ceaseless  action  of 
the  surf  upon  this  i)oint,  directly  exposed  as  it  is  to  the  angry 
beetling  of  the  Atlantic,  is  slowly  but  surely  wearing  it  away. 
It  has  been  estimated  that  altogether  about  two  acres  of  the 
surface  of  this  peninsula  is  by  tliis  means  torn  down  and 
washed  away  every  year.  The  point  presents  a bold  clitii 
rising  abruptly  sixty  feet  or  more  above  the  water,  and  against 
its  base  ilio  everlasting  surges  of  the  ocean  are  almost  contin- 
ually dashing  with  irresisiible  fury.  Daring  a storm,  when 
the  waveS;  driven  landward,  are  breaking  among  tlie  rocks 
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and  thundering  upon  the  shore,  the  scene  presented  here  is 
terrific  and  impressively  sublime. 

Fearfully  interesting  indeed  would  be  the  story  of  destruc- 
tion that  has  been  wrought  by  tlie  high  carnival  of  ocean  upon 
this  wild  forbidding  shore.  Fragments  of  wrecks,  embedded 
in  the  sand,  are  scattered  at  short  intervals  along  the  beach> 
reminding  us  how  the  mad  waves  make  play-thiugs  of  the 
noblest  works  of  man.  Of  the  numerous  ship-wrecks  that 
have  occurred  here  but  few  happily  have  been  to  very  great 
extent  destructive  of  human  life.  The  most  disastrous  in  this 
respect,  of  any  of  which  we  have  learned  was  the  wreck  of  the 
ship  “John  Milton,”  in  1858,  some  particulars  of  which  have 
been  given  in  connection  with  Easthampton,  where  most  of 
the  unfortunate  crow  were  buried.  Afany  reminiscences  of 
brave  deeds  and  hair-breadth  escapes  might  be  given  in 
connection  with  the  story  of  suffering,  death,  and  destruction 
which  the  history  of  these  casualties  would  reveal.  The  line 
of  hfe  saving  stations  which  extends  along  the  whole  south 
coast  of  Long  Island  terminates  at  this  point. 

Montauk  light-house  stands  upon  “Turtle  Hill,”  the  ex- 
treme point  of  the  peninsula,  called  by  the  Indians  Wampon- 
amon.  It  was  built  in  1795,  and  cost  $22,500.  The  tower  is 
eighty-five  feet  high,  built  of  stone,  the  walls  of  which  were 
afterward  lined  with  brick.  The  height  of  the  lantern  above 
the  sea  level  is  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet.  It  has  a “ Freii- 
scl  ” lens  of  the  fxibfc  order,  and  gives  a flashing  light  ajjpear- 
ing  every  two  miantes,  visiVde  twenty  nautical  miles  dinant, 
find  under  favorahie  circumstances  several  miles  further. 

Wrapt  in  a Itrlo  of  solitude,  Montauk  sleeps  peacefully  amid 
its  wild  siirroimdiags,  and  dreams  of  its  un-written  tragedies. 
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Its  un-told  legends,  its  forgotten  history  of  unknown  ages  past. 
A little  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago  it  was  part  and 
parcel  of  the  common  wilderness,  and  in  common  with  the 
whole  land  was  the  home  of  the  American  savage.  The  hand 
of  civilization  came  and  spangled  the  neighboring  wilderness 
with  cities,  towns,  and  villages.  Before  its  transforming 
inlluence  the  savage  nation  was  driven  far  into  the  western 
wilds,  and  the  evidences  of  savage  life  gradually  faded  out. 
But,  like  a magnificent  dissolving  view,  as  the  traces  of  savage 
life  disappeared  from  the  scene,  the  outlines  of  civilized  life 
were  developed  and  intensified.  Wigwams  gave  place  to 
cottages,  farm-houses,  and  mansions ; church  spires  out- 
stripped in  their  upward  x^rogress  the  smoke  of  Indian  war- 
fires  ; hunting  grounds  were  changed  to  smiling  farms  and 
gardens  ; and  as  if  by  magic  the  few  and  simple  accessories  of 
the  native  dispensation  vanished  before  the  hand  of  the 
white  man.  But  while  that  hand,  skilled  in  the  arts  which 
had  been  for  centuries  developing,  and  propelled  by  the 
enterx:>rise  which  grew  out  of  religious  persecution,  has  been 
busy  scattering  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  churches,  schools, 
railroads  and  manufactories  over  the  broad  face  of  a conti- 
nent, this  sjiot,  situated  for  two  hundred  years  in  the  very 
midst  of  these  transformation  scenes,  and  only  one  hundi-ed 
and  twenty  miles  from  the  great  focal  centre  of  the  dissolving 
view,  has  remained  to  the  present  time  with  scarcely  a mark 
of  improYemeiifc  upon  its  former  condition.  Thougii  by 
nature  blessed  with  advantages  superior  in  many  respects  to 
other  sections  v/here  Art  has  been  lavish  of  its  works,  tliaf 
busy  Inuid  has  scarcely  turned  a stone,  or  drawn  a line,  or 
left  a finger  mark  upon  this  wildly  beautiful  peninsula. 
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Shades  of  the  unfathomed  past  hover  rotmd  us  as  we  ex- 
plore the  thousand  hills  and  valleys,  up  and  down  Avhose 
grassy  sides  the  dusky  monarch  of  Paumaiiaeke  and  his  nu- 
merous subjects  Avere  Avont  to  range  and  ramble  long  years 
ago.  Though  noAV  we  look  in  vain  for  the  Indian  warrior  in 
his  primitive  glory,  yet  so  little  change  has  been  Avrought  in 
the  field  of  his  former  dominion  that  we  may  still  behold, 
with  very  slight  variations,  tlie  same  picture  that  greeted  the 
eyes  of  the  first  European  immigrants.  The  history  of  this 
romantic  spot  since  it  passed  under  the  control  of  the  Avhite 
settlers  is  but  little  more  than  a monotonous  blank.  Across 
this  void  we  naturally  look  Avith  curious  eye  to  inquire  into 
the  history  of  that  period  of  aboriginal  occupancy  which 
immediately  preceded  it. 

In  ansAver  to  this  inquiry  aa'C  learn  that  at  the  time  the 
isLmd  Avas  settled  by  Europeans,  this  peninsula  was  the  home 
of  a numerous  and  poAverful  tribe  of  Indians  called  the  Mon- 
tauketts.  They  had  conquered,  and  then  held  under  tribute 
all  the  other  tribes  of  the  island  except  the  Canarsees  at  the 
west  end  ; and  themselves  were  under  tribute  to  the  Pequots 
across  the  sound.  At  that  time  Wyandanch  Avas  Sachem  of 
the  Montauketts  and  Grand  Sachem  of  the  island.  The 
settlers,  not  only  of  this  but  of  other  toAvns  as  Avell,  Avere 
anxious  to  secure  the  signature  of  this  dignitary  to  their  par- 
chase  deeds,  in.  uddition  to  those  of  the  sachems  of  the  re- 
Bpective  tiibes  from  whom  their  land  Avas  purchased. 

The  aloiitauketis  supposed  to  have  distinguish.ed 

themsels^os  by  their  valur  and  warlike  achievements,  and  Avei'3 
fr*  :pu-utly  i]iA'olved  in  Avars  Avitli  the  neighboring  tribes  of  thfe 
mum. 
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Wyandanch  appears  always  to  have  been  the  unwavering 
friend  of  the  white  settlers,  and  on  this  account  had  incurred 
the  wrathful  hatred  of  Ninicraft,  Sachem  of  the  Narragan- 
setts.  That  sachem  had  attempted  to  secure  the  co-opera- 
tion of  Wyandanch  in  exterminating  the  then  feeble  settle- 
ments of  the  whites,  but  the  latter  refused  to  join  him,  and 
moreover  exposed  his  plots  to  the  English.  Inconsequence 
of  this,  Ninicraft  opened  war  upon  the  JMontauketts,  which 
continued  several  years,  and  nearly  destroyed  that  once  power- 
ful tribe.  This  was  commenced  about  the  year  1052.  In  one 
of  their  raids  upon  the  Montauketts  during  this  siege,  the 
Narragansetts  captured  among  others  the  only  daughter  of 
Wyandanch.  The  assault  was  made  while  the  sachem  and  his 
friends  were  celebrating  the  marriage  of  that  daughter,  and 
when  the  assailants  departed  with  their  spoil  the  newly  made 
bridegroom  lay  upon  the  bloody  field,  one  of  their  slaugh- 
tered victims.  Lyon  Gardiner  afterward  rescued  the  daughter 
of  Wyandanch  from  her  cajitora,  and  restored  her  to  the 
bosom  of  her  father,  in  return  for  which  the  latter  gave  Mr. 
Gardiner  a deed  for  a tract  of  land  which  now  forms  a part  of 
the  territory  of  Smithtown.  During  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1658  the  Montauketts,  already  very  much  weakened  by 
this  protracted  war,  were  still  further  reduced  by  a fearful 
epidemic  whicli  is  said  to  have  carried  to  the  grave  more  than 
half  their  numliers.  About  this  time  [in  1659]  Wyandanch 
died  from  the  eiiects  of  poison,  secretly  administered.  After 
his  death  the  royal  supremacy  of  the  Montauketts,  as  well 
as  their  numerical  force  began  raxjidly  to  decline.  In  fact  the 
decline  had  set  in  before  his  death  took  irlace.  Wyandanch 
was  tLi.0  last  monarch  of  the  Long  Island  savages  who  airpears 
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to  have  been  worthy  of  that  name,  or  even  held  the  reins  to 
any  considerable  extent.  After  his  death  the  sceptre  fell  to 
his  widow  Wicchitaubit,  styled  the  Sachem  Scjua,  and  his  son 
Weoncombone,  who  jointly  exercised  authority  for  a few  years. 
The  latter,  being  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  under  the 
age  of  legal  maturity,  Lyon  Gardiner  was  appointed  and  acted 
as  guardian  for  him.  The  Sachem  Squa  died  in  1660,  and  the 
exercise  of  royal  authority  fell  upon  Weoncombone  who  was 
then  nineteen  years  of  age.  In  1662  he  died  of  small  pox,  as 
also  it  is  supposed  his  sister  did,  and  so  the  royal  family  of 
Wyandanch  was  exterminated.  Thus  the  ravages  of  war  and 
pestilence  compelled  the  surviving  numbers  of  the  tribe  to 
forsake  their  houses  and  flee  for  protection  to  the  settlements 
of  their  white  neighbors.  They  were  kindly  received,  and  in 
return  gave  liberal  grants  of  pasture  privileges  to  their  bene- 
factors, and  finally  conveyed  to  them  their  land,  reserving 
only  such  claims  as  their  necessities  demanded.  And  had  it 
no^been  for  those  reserved  claims  which  have  passed  down 
through  their  posterity  to  the  present  day,  the  royal  Montauk- 
etts,  like  the  dispersed  Israelites,  or  most  of  the  other  tribes 
of  the  island  would  long  since  have  been  scattered  abroad,  with 
out  a home,  or  a place,  or  a name.  The  remnant  of  this 
tribe,  now  occupying  the  land  of  their  ancestors  numbers 
eight  adults  — four  males  and  four  females  — and  about  th  a 
same  number  of  cnikiren. 


END. 


Letter  from  Dr.  Ed^ar  F.  Peck  of  Brooklyn, 


A SHORT  HISTORY  OF  L.AKELAND. 


To  11,  M.  Bayles,  Esq.: 

As  my  name  for  more  than  thirty  years  jjast  has  been  ex- 
tensively before  the  public,  in  connection  with  “the  Plains 
or  llarrcns  ” of  Loii}^  Island,  and  as  1 have  therewith  betai 
very  greatly  misunderstood  and  niisrei)resejited,  either  in 
ignorance  or  by  design,  I propose  to  state  as  briefly  and  as 
plainly  as  I can  the  leading  facts  as  to  the  time  and  manner 
of  my  journey  in  the  wilderness  of  Long  Island.  Up  to  the 
spring  of  1841  I did  not  know  that  there  was  any  land,  or  any 
considerable  portion  of  land  on  Long  Island  that  could  bo 
cultivated  but  what  had  been  cultivated.  Then  in  1841  I re- 
moved from  New  York  to  Smithtown.  on  the  place  formerly 
occupied  by  Rev.  Dr.  Pillsl)ury,  when  my  attention  was 
directed  to  these  lands,  and  wliere  during  a residence  there  of 
nearly  six  years  I had  full  opportunity  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  lands  and  the  country,  and  during  the  summers  of 
1841,  ’42  and  ’43  I carefully  examined  the  soil,  geology  and 
natural  ]noduetio]is  ,.ii  both  sides  of  the  Long  Island  R-iil- 
road  fv(,m  East  Nev*  York  to  Ronkonkoma  Pond,  and  more 
than  lifty  square  miles  of  the  land  in  the  towns  of  Isli})  rnid 
Brookhaven,  I found  that  those  lands — “those  vast  tracts” 
called  the  “ plains”  or  “l>arrens,”  — did  not  difie]*  in  soil  and 
gcvtlogy,  at  ah,  from  the  cultivated  lands  on  their  borde.rs, 
that  the  soil  was  not,  and  is  not  destitute  of  any  of  tl.e  srqn 
porters  of  vegetation  and  was  and  is  suitable  in  .y 
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After  the  opening  of  the  railroad  into  those  condemned 
regions,  I purchased  of  the  late  Harvey  W.  Vail  a tract  of  a 
few  hnmlred  acres  at  Suffolk  Station,  under  the  advice  and 
encouragement  of  the  late  Ge(U-ge  B.  Fiske  then  President  of 
the  L.  I.  li,  11.  Company.  This  purchase  was  made  with  and 
for  no  speculative  purpose  or  object,  but  expre.ssly  for  my 
own  use  and  intended  occupancy.  I intended  to  associate  a 
few  friends  with  me  in  a private  way  who  would  improve  the 
land  by  building  upon  it  and  clearing  it  up,  but  the  men 
that  I associated  with  me  at  that  early  j>eriod,  proved 
utterly  faithless  and  false.  Mr.  Fisko’s  health  failed  him,  he 
left  the  road,  and  soon  after  died,  whereby  I was  deprived  of 
his  aid  and  favor.  These  unfortunate  circumstances  at  the 
very  outset,  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  do,  even  in  a 
very  moderate  way,  what  I desired  to  do  towards  forming  a 
settlement  there,  the  local  obstacles  were  so  gveat,  so  formida- 
i ble  that  my  early  plans  were  frustrated.  I hoped  these  diffi- 
culties might  be  overcome,  or  removeil,  the  chief  of  which  was 
I did  not  OAvn  — nor  could  it  ever  be  xjurchased  for  less  than 
three  times  its  fair  market  value  — a portion  of  the  land  abso- 
lutely needed  for  the  settlement  on  the  south  side  of  the  B. 
B.  track.  I could  not  and  would  not  imx)iove  land  that  1 did 
not  own  and  cyuld  not  buy.  The  continued  refusal  of  the 
owner  of  tliis  land  to  improve  it  or  to  alk)W  it  to  be  improved, 
alone  ju’evented  all  settlement  there,  and  that  x)lace  remains 
desolate  to  the  lu’esent  day  from  the  same  cause  that  existed 
then. 

After  I had  thus  become  involved,  and  burdened  with  the 
land,  instead  of  abandoning  the  whole  matter,  as  I ought  to 
have  done,  and  submitted  to  the  first  loss,  I hoped  to  see 
the  obstacles  removed,  and  I continued  to  exert  myself  to 
induce  new  purchasers  and  finding  that  nobody  else  moved  in 
the  matter  of  inviting  or  encouraging  settlement,  or  in  ofier- 
ing  the  land  for  sale,  I endeavored  to  bring  in  new  owners 
and  new  interests,  and  for  that  juupose  and  for  nothing 
else,  not  for  anything  that  could  be  made  on  the  land  jjar- 
chases,  I xuirchased  liy  contract  most  of  the  land  betwt am 
Thomiason  and  Suffolk  btations,  of  N.  O.  Clock  and  F.  M.  A, 
V/icks.  Tlie  la.nd  on  which  Brentwood  is,  wais  a tract  of 
something  over  four  hundred  acres  which  I |utrehased  of  l\Ir, 
Wicks,  without  the  wood  for  $2.75  jier  acre,  and  under  my 
contracts  the  land  was  sold  and  conveyed  to  New  York  men, 
to  J.  E.  Jolinson,  H.  I Wheeler,  Uel  West,  Nathan  Stephens, 
Christoidier  Wray,  J.  Agate,  Ii.  J.  Richards,  S.  P.  Townsend, 
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and  others,  and  it  was  expected  that  nearly  all  of  these  pur- 
chasers would  make  some  improvements  on  it,  but  with  a 
single  exception  they  did  not,  because  they  were  advised  by 
those  who  professed  to  know  better  than  I did  that  the  land 
was  not  worth  improving,  and  it  was  not  until  the  land  had 
passed  through  several  hands,  and  several  years  after,  that  any 
considerable  improvement  was  made  on  it.  My  old  friend  the 
late  Samuel  Fleet,  then  Editor  of  the  Am.  Ariimn  (not  the 
paper  now  published  by  that  name)  rendered  through  his 
paper,  essential  service  in  making  these  sales.  My  purchases 
gave  the  first  market  value  to  these  lands,  that  they  ever  had 
beyond  the  value  ef  the  wood  on  them.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Prime  says  in  his  history  of  L.  I.  at  page  60:  — “The  only 
value  attached  to  these  vast  tracts  of  land,  is  derived  from 
the  timber  they  bear,  and  when  this  is  destroyed,  they  be- 
come absolutely  worthless,  at  least  to  the  present  generation.” 
and  at  page  19  he  says,  “about  forty  miles  from  the  west 
end  (that  is  about  where  Brentwood  stands)  the  sand  increases 
in  fineness,  even  in  some  places  to  jlaidity  for  there  is  no  &oiV* 
Mr.  Thompson  says  in  his  history  at  page  29,  that  it 
“is  a vast  tract  of  barren  land,  so  entirely  composed  of  sand, 
as  to  be  unsusceptible  of  profitable  cultivation  by  any  process 
at  present  known.”  « 

Up  to  1848,  nothing  had  been  etTected  toward  making 
any  settlement,  or  improvements  uimii  these  lands,  notwith- 
standing the  sales  herein  before  mentioned.  Only  one 
small  house  had  been  erected  on  the  lands  thus  sold:  tliat 
was  on  the  N.  O.  Clock  land,  north  of  the  R.  R.  I then 
proposed  to  the  L.  I.  R.  R.  Co.  that  I would  purchase  a 
tract  of  land  on  their  road,  near  Ronkonkoma  and  make  an 
agricultural  settlement,  if  they,  the  Company  would  aid  and 
promote  it  by  the  carrying  of  freight  and  passengers,  for  the 
settlement,  which  they  agreed  to  do,  and  acting  under  this 
agreement  of  promised  aid,  I purchased  of  Wm.  H.  Ludlow 
in  the  year  1818,  about  eight  thousand  acres  of  land,  at 
prices  from,  five  Jcilars  per  acre  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre  i 
for  about  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  iB34,* 
750  ; for  two  hundred  acres,  $30  per  acre ; for  one  hundred 
acres,  $20  per  acre  ; making  $8000  for  three  hundred  acres 
between  the  Railroad  and  Ronkonkoma  Pond  ; and  about 
one  thousand  acres  west  of  this  last  named  lot  and  north  of 
the  R.  R.,  at  $10  per  acre.  This  last  lot  was  purchased  by 
contract  (1  did  ruit  tal^e  the  deed  for  this  lot,)  and  a little  over 
two  ilmusund  acica  lying  to  the  west  of  Counetquot  Brook 
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of  Wm.  Nicoll,  for  $12000.  These  large  purchases  amonnf- 
ing  to  over  $60,000,  were  all  on  a casli  basis,  no  trade  or 
sham  about  it,  and  all  bearing  interest  at  6 per  cent,  jjayable 
yearly,  from  date  of  sale,  secured  by  mortgage,  the  ‘ ‘ death 
or  “dead  pledge”  which  may  take  away  a man’s  life 
by  taking  away  the  means  he  has  to  live.  Tlie  land  inclu- 
ded in  the  purchase  was  then  thq  darkest  and  most  deso- 
late of  all  those  regions.  It  was  as  dark  and  as  black,  as  the 
ace  of  spades,  as  a most  distructive  fire  had  run  over  it  in  the 
month  of  August  1848  ; had  burnt  for  two  weeks  and  burnt 
over  about  seventy-live  square  miles. 

I then  proceeded  to  make  improvements,  and  show  what 
the  land  would  produce,  ' and  the  mode  of  clearing  it.  I 
erected  buildings  at  the  Kailroad  depot,  laid  out  Ocean  Ave- 
nue and  opened  it,  at  my  own  expense,  procured  from  liug- 
gles,  Nourse  & Mason  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  the  best  jdows 
and  agricultural  implements  then  known,  purchased  three 
yoke  of  oxen  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  the  land  with 
the  plow,  instead  of  the  old  slow  and  expensive  mode  of 
grul)bing  it  out  by  hand,  and  the  work  on  the  land  was  en- 
tindy  successful.  The  force  of  only  two  yoke  of  oxen  was 
required  to  break  up  the  roughest  laud,  and  the  crops  of  the 
garden,  and  field  were  of  the  finest  kind.  All  of  this  work 
and  outlay  was  done  under  great  disadvantages,  my  builders 
and  most  of  my  workmen  were  hired  in  Brooklyn,  and  I had 
to  pay  full  wages,  from  the  time  they  left  home  until  their 
return  ; had  to  hire  Mr.  John  Newton  at  the  Pond,  to  board 
them,  and  to  carry  them  to  and  from  their  work  with  his 
wagon,  as  it  was  too  far  to  walk.  Now  just  as  all  this  outlay 
and  labor  was  completed,  and  everything  in  a favorable  con- 
dition to  j)roceed  with  the  settlement,  the  L.  I.  R.  R.  Co. 
failed,  and  the  road  and  all  its  affairs,  rights  and  franchises, 
property  and  interests,  passed  into  the  hands  of  a Receiver, 
appointed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Receiver  acting 
under  the  sage  advice  of  one  “ Robert  Schuyler,”  then  a sort 
of  riiilroad  king,  and  an  officer  in  trhe  Brooklyn  and  Jamaica 
Railroad  Co.,  the  Plaintiff' in  this  disgraceful  and  damaging 
allVir,  and  which  brought  my  matters  at  Lakeland  to  a stand. 

I could  not  give  the  privileges  and  facilities  to  settlers, 
Vvdiich  in  my  advertisements,  I had  proposed  to  give,  becaiisa 
iliG  Railroad  and  the  Receiver  refused  to  comiffy  with  their 
promise  and  I had  not  only  to  withdraw  my  advertisements, 
Imt  to  pay  damages,  in  some  cases,  for  my  promises  mads 
DO  Jie  faith  of  my  agreement  with  the  Railroad. 
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The  effect  of  this  Railroad  failure,  was  extremely  damag- 
ing to  the  road  and  everything  connected  with  it.  Its  stock 
was  knocked  down  to  six  or  seven  dollars  a share,  and  reports 
were  circulated  by  designing  men,  that  the  road  was  ruined 
and  would  never  recover,  and  this  affected  me  most  seriously, 
for  nobody  would  invest  money  in  the  lands  on  its  bordei-s, 
and  the  whole  matter  fell  upon  me  with  crushing  weight.  I 
made  every  effort  to  remove  the  obstacles,  and  to  go  on  with 
my  Avork  in  a manner  satisfactory  to  me  but  I could  not,  for  the 
adverse  parties  Avould  concede  nothing.  I had  up  to  this  time 
[1851  j from  1818,  laid  out  in  improvements,  and  paid  out  upon 
land  about  J$15,0U0  in  cash  upon  the  Lakeland  settlement.  I 
had  paid  Mr.  Ludlow  for  more  than  fifteen  hundred  acres 
of  the  land  for  which  1 had  taken  from  him  a clear  title 
making  the  payments  to  him  more  than  ;fi50,50U  in  cash. 

I don’t  speak  of  an  outlay  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  in 
money  as  being  a very  extraordinary  matter,  under  other 
circumstances  and  in  common  business  matters,  but  an  out- 
lay of  that  amount  a quarter  of  a century  ago,  in  such  a re- 
gion, on  such  kind  of  property,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
was  not  a common  affair,  on  the  representative  land  of 
lUMirly  lialf  a million  of  acres  set  doAvn  and  written  down, 
by  common  consent  as  barren  and  utterly  Avorthless;  and  the 
sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  Avas  more  money  than  the 
whole  tract  purchased  of  Mr.  LudloAV  could  have  been  sold 
fur  in  cash  to  any  man,  or  men  in  the  Avorld,  other  than  my- 
self. The  late  Judge  Selah  B.  Strong  said  I had  given  from 
three  to  five  times  more  than  I ought  to  have  given  for  it, 
and  the  late  Benj.  F.  Thomxison,  author  of  the  History  of  L. 
I. , said  it  was  not  worth  over  tAvo  dollars  an  acre,  and  that  he 
regarded  it  as  the  most  Avorthless  and  unproductive  property 
in  the  State  of  Ncav  York.  I paid  and  caused  to  be  paid,  by 
providing  for  the  payment,  all  the  large  sums  herein  before 
named,  to  the  uttermost  farthing,  with  interest,  and  in  some 
cases  large,  heaA'y  and  oppressive  costs.  Under  the  pressure 
and  embarrassments  l:rouglit  upon  the  settlement  by  tl}e 
Railroal  failure,  for  so  far  as  myself  and  the  Avork  l had 
undertaken  to  do,  the  road  miglit  as  Avell  have  ceased  to  nm, 
for  I could  not  use  it.  I sold  put  the  entire  property  in  1851, 
to  Ohas.  'Wood  or  Nev;  York.  I supposed  he  Avas  an  hone'^t 
man,  and  as  tl\c  outlay  and  labor  had  been  made  to  start  the 
setthnarent,  if  couLt  be  continued  with  much  less  trouble  and 
cost  tluui  I liad  had,  and  about  the  time  of  the  sale,  the  Railroad 
pr^)spects  beg.'in  to  be  better.  I thought  I had  done  my  part, 
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had  done  enough  to  show  that  the  land  could  be  cultivated, 
coul  dbe  used  for  garden  and  farm  x^urposes.  My  titles  were 
all  good,  I never  gave  or  offered  to  give,  or  ever  tliought  of 
giving  a bad  or  defective  title,  and  I refer  to  the  records  of 
Suffolk  County,  to  show  that  my  titles  to  Wood  were  good, 
just  what  they  purported  to  be.  In  proof  of  this  I offer  the 
following  letter  of  Mr.  Young  a resident  of  Lakeland. 

Lakeland,  L.  I.,  June  30th,  1868. 

To  Dr.  Edgar  F.  Peok, 

Dear  Sir  : 

Your  favor  of  the  10th  of  May  last  was  duly  rec  eived.  Se- 
rious indisposition,  together  with  a x>i*t!ssure  of  business,  lias 
prevented  an  earlier  attention  to  the  subject  of  your  note. 

To  your  first  question,  “Will  you  have  the  kindness  to 
inform  me  if,  in  your  examination  of  the  Charles  Wood  land 
' titles  at  Lakeland,  you  find  anything  on  the  Itccord,  or  else- 
where, to  connect  me  or  my  name,  with  any  of  Wood’s  defec- 
tive or  imperfect  titles  V ” 

I answer.  No.  I have  made  very  extensive  examination  of 
the  Kecords  of  Suffolk  (’ouiity  ; in  fact,  from  tlie  date  of 
Wood’s  first  ])urchase  up  to  1857,  and  have  in  no  case  found 
any  sale  made  by  you  to  Wood  that  did  not  fully  and  jiroxo- 
erly  describe  the  land  then  sold,  and  in  all  cases  where  there 
was  any  incumbrance  on  the  land  thus  sold  to  Wood,  such 
incumbrance  was  full^  stated  in  the  deed  of  ct)nveyance,  and 
the  x>ayment  of  such  incumbrance  assumed  by  Wood. 

To  your  second  question,  “How  long  have  you  resided  at 
Lakeland,  and  have  you  sx^ent  much  time  in  the  Suffolk 
County  Clerk’s  office  ? ” 

.1  have  lived  at  Lakeland  since  the  month  of  October,  1854. 
I sitent  six  months  at  one  time,  and  several  weeks  at  intervals 
in  the  Clerk’s  office  at  Kiverhead  ; the  entire  time  occux)ied 
in  searches  in  relation  to  the  Wood  titles. 

I have  read  your  xniblishCd  description  of  the  soil  at  Lake- 
land and  its  vicinity  and  fully  concur  with  you  in  an  appreci- 
ation of  the  c.qaicity  of  the  soil  for  agricultural  puix>oses, 
Hespecttuily  yours, 

J.  C.  YOUNG. 

Having  said  something  of  what  I did  on  the  land,  I propose 
to  say  something  of  \vdiat  I did  for  the  land.  After  having 
carefully  exatniiied  it,  and  satislied  myself  fully  of  its  titiiees 
for  V ’c  and  culture,  I called  to  my  tiid  some  of  the  best  agri- 
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cultural  men  in  this  State.  I said,  “ Go  and  examine  the 
lands  and  see  for  yourselves  ; ” and  in  every  instun(3e  where  it 
was  examined  by  these  men  they  sustained  me  and  my  views 
as  to  the  litness  and  value  of  the  land  for  culture,  and  said 
they,  “To  bring  it  into  use  and  culture  would  be  a matter  of 
great  public  good.”  I brought  the  subject  before  the  Ameri- 
can Institute,  and  a committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
lands,  and  their  report  was  extensively  published  in  New 
York,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Washington.  I advertised 
and  published  the  lands  extensively  and  at  great  cost,  in  the 
following  agricultural  papers  : The  Albany  Cultivator^  the 

Boston  Cultivator,  the  New  England  Farmer,  the  Hartford 
Homestead,  the  Genesee  Farmer,  the  Rural  He  to  Yorker, 
and  also  in  the  London  Times,  and  ISlark  Lane  Fxpress,  two  of 
the  most  influential  pa]iers  in  England  ; and  I wrote  more 
^ than  three  thousand  letters  in  answer  to  correspondents  in 
most  or  nearly  all  the  Btatcs  of  the  Union,  in  Canada  and  in 
England.  By  all  these  correspondents  there  was  a general 
expression  of  a Avish  or  desire  to  come  and  settle  on  Long 
Island,  or  near  New  York.  Men  came  in  scores  to  see  and  to 
look  for  themselves.  “Why  didn’t  they  buy?”  Simply 
because  the  living,  moving  witne.sses  that  bore  false  testi- 
mony against  the  land  — the  old  hereditary  prejudices — • 
swore  it  dowm,  and  insisted  on  and  persisted  in  its  utter 
worthlessness.  “What!  — Come  here  to  buy  such  stuff  as 
this?  We  know  all  about  it, — we  have  lived  here  long 
enough  to  knoiv  that  it  is  utterly  worthless.”  That  cry  is 
kept  up  to  the  present  day,  although  not  quite  to  the  extent 
that  it  was  formerly.  The  land  is  no  better  to-day  than  it 
Avas  thirty  years  ago.  It  was  good  enough  then,  and  it  is 
good  enough  noAV.  All  that  it  needs  is  common  cultivation. 

I have  reason  to  believe  that  some  good  resulted  from  all 
this,  and  I feel  and  knoAV  that  I am  not  in  any  way,  directly 
or  indirectly,  responsible  for  any  evil  done  to  property  or 
persons  — that  I noATr  received  a dollar,  nor  a farthing  in 
money,  from  any  m \ii  or  Avoman,  dead  or  alive,  on  any  land 
sale  or  contract  that  J did  not  fulfill  in  every  particular  ; and 
it  is  rather  a curious  fact  tliat  all  the  settlements  along  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  from  Deer  Park  to  Waverly,  are  on  land 
that  I brought  into  tine  market  and  sold  or  caused  to  be  sold, 
and  made  by  ineii  that  I introduced  and  persuaded  to  pur- 
chase thejo.  I ii  tioduoed  Mr.  McGotter,  W.  J.  Spence, 
IMr.  Bridg(!r,  Llr.  Iliehmdson  AS'hose  nursery  is  at  Brentwood, 
af.d  many  o therm  'Mr,  Charles  Wilson  purchased  at  Deer 
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Park  on  the  strength  of  the  report  made  upon  the  land  by 
the  American  Institute.  The  only  Long  Island  man  that  I 
could  ever  inspire  with  any  faith  in  the  land  was  my  old 
neighbor  G.  K.  Hubbs,  of  Bmithtown,  and  I am  glad  to  say 
he  has  shown  his  faith  by  his  works. 

At  the  time  the  place  passed  into  the  hands  and  possession 
of  Wood,  the  settlement  and  culture  of  the  lands  there  were 
deemed  entirely  successful,  and  after  this  I had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  place,  or  with  the  giving  of  any  of 
his  land  titles.  I advised,  and  earnestly  urged  him  always  to 
be  especially  careful  of  his  titles,  and  under  no  circumstances 
whatever  to  allow  them  to  become  confused  or  entangled  in 
any  way,  and  I had  every  reason  to  believe,  until  quite  the 
end  of  his  career,  that  his  business  was  conducted  honestly, 
and  if  he  failed,  itAvould  bean  honest  failure.  But  in  this 
1 was  mistaken,  and  wholly  deceived.  I had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  details  of  his  business  affairs  or  his  ohice,  and  I had 
confidence  in  some  of  those  that  were  about  him,  which 
rendered  the  deceiffion  more  complete  — more  fatal  to  me 
and  my  interests, — for  his  ollice  proved  to  Im  a nest  of 
scoundrels,  a den  of  thieves,  Avorse  than  the  den  of  “ Forty 
Thieves,”  and  the  beautiful  buildings  and  gardens  that  I had 
reared  in  the  wilderness  with  so  much  care  and  cost,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  a set  of  parasites,  who  blighted  it  and  accursed 
it,  and  it  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the  malign  influence  of 
evil  doers.  The  place  has  never  looked  as  well,  and  does  not 
noAv,  as  it  did  in  1851  when  I unfortunately  left  and  sur- 
rendered it  into  unworthy  hands.  It  is  a licautiful  tract  of 
land,  and  country, — the  land  itself  is  good,  better  than  I 
ever  claimed  it  to  be. 

I will  say  now — as  in  justice  to  myself  I ought  to  say,  that 
I never  have  made  a mis-statement  or  a mis-representation  in 
all  that  I have  ever  said  or  done  in  relation  to  those  lands.  I 
have  been  most  scrupulously  careful  to  state  nothing  but  the 
truth. 

The  Kev.  Mr.  Prime  says  in  his  book  that  there  Avere  in 
1845  about  lG(i,00U  acres  of  cultivated  land,  and  about  447,- 
000  acres  of  unciiltLated  land  in  Suflulk  County,  and  if  it 
Avere  llnnn  then  it  must  be  tliere  now,  or  nearly,  for  no  thou- 
sands of  acres  have  since  been  cleared  up  and  cultivated.  It 
was  in  this  grear  Aviklerness  that  I undertook  to  sow  good 
seed,  but  Satan  soW(  d tiircs.  He  had  the  advantage  of  mo — 
his  forces  were  stronger  tiuin  mine — ami  the  land  was  already 
prepared  for  his  work. 
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I have  said,  and  I now  say,  it  was  not  a land  speculation 
with  me,  but  undertaken  as  an  agricultural  settlement,  and  I 
expected  or  hoped  to  be  rewarded  for  my  labor  in  the  advance 
in  value  of  what  I intended  to  hold  and  occupy,  not  from 
what  could  be  made  from  land  sales,  but  to  eli'ect  a settlement 
the  laud  must  have  been  offered  for  sale,  and  I undertook  the 
thankless  work. 

One  thing  more.  I have  been  charged  with  not  knowing 
what  land  is — that  I have  had  no  exiDerience  with  it.  I have 
only  to  say  that  I am  fully  acquainted  with  land  and  soil,  and 
know  well  what  I affirm — am  thoroughly  acquainted,  prac- 
tically, with  everything  that  relates  to  culture  and  tillage,  and 
X)articularly  with  everything  and  every  mode  that  relates  to 
the  clearing  of  new  or  forest  land,  and  I assert  again  that  those 
“vast  tracts  of  land”  are  in  every  way — in  soil,  surface,  and 
XDOsition,  suitable  and  fit  for  cultivation,  and  that  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  they  Avill  be  changed  from  forests  to 
fields  and  gardens. 

E.  E.  Peck,  M.  D. 

Ih’ookli/n,  L.  J.,  Oct.  8,  1873. 

P.  S.  1 have  not  uttemijted  to  write  learnedly,  but  under- 
ttiudingly.  E.  E.  P. 


TT!astport,  Ij. 

WKBSTER  S.  ROBINSON,  Proprietor. 



Was  established  in  1839,  by  Mr.  Parker  S.  Eobinson,  who 
continued  as  its  proprietor  until  his  decease,  in  1868.  His 
son  Webster  S.  Eobinson,  being  then  but  eighteen  years  of 
age,  continued  the  business  in  the  name  of  his  father’s  estate 
until  January  1st,  1871,  when  coming  into  possession  of  the 
property  he  re-organized  tlio  business  and  conducted  it  in 
his  own  name. 

Being  the  first  store  in  tliis  vicinity  to  introduce  the  30 
Days  System,  we  have  by  the  assistance  of  a good  class  of 
customers  demonstrated  the  fact  that  we  can  and  do  sell  goods  at 
MUCH  LOWEE  PEICES  THxVN  PAETIEkS  WHO 
GIVE  CEEDIT  FOE  AN  INDEFINITE 

TjEngth  of  time, 

and  whoso  loses  by  BAD  DEBTS  are  very  large. 

I desire  to  call  attention  to  our  old  advertised  motto,  viz: 

Quick  Sales,  Small  Prollts,  and  Prompt  Keturus. 

Appreciating  the  favors  received  from  nearly  every  family 
in  Eastport,  East  Moriches,  Speonk,  and  Westhampton,  and 
also  from  a large  number  of  customers  in  Centre  Moriches, 
Manorville  and  other  places,  I shall  use  every  honorable 
means  to  retain  and  INCEEASE  the  extensive  trade  hereto- 
fore received  at  the  PEOPLE’S  STORE, 

Our  stock  of  goods  has  been  more  than  doubled  during  the 
past  three  years,  and  we  intend  at  all  times  to  keep  up  our 
well  selected  stock  of  such  goods  as  are  usually  found  in  a 
First  Class  General  Store,  and  to  sell  the  same  at  the  lowest 
living  prices.  . 

OEDEliS  SOLICITED  FOIl 

StiDH^V’S  MADE  SHRIMP  NET. 

This  net  is  made  in  a machine  invented  and  constructed 
the  late  Parker  S.  Eobinson,  and  is  warranted  to  give  satis- 
faction. Any  further  particulars  cheerfully  given. 

Address  WEB^TEE  S.  EOBINSON, 
Eastport,  Long  Island. 


Plain  & Oriiameiilal  Marble  Works, 

OREICNPOIIT,  SUFFOLK  CO.,  L.  I. 


CHARLES  M.  ERNESTY, 

Practical  Carver  anti  liirble-worker, 

Invites  the  attention  of  the  public  to  his  marble  works, 
where  a good  selection  of  the  best 

Italian  or  Domestic  Marble  Tombstones 

Can  always  be  found,  executed  in  the  very  best  manner. 

Momiments  also  will  be  made  to  Order. 

DIPLOMA  AWARDED, 

A-t  tlie  SiuFolk  County  Pkiir,  187^1 

ror^  EKCELLEMT  CARVIWQ. 

Feeling  confident  of  satisfying  customers,  in  price  ainl  work, 
lie  mvites  the  public  in  general  to  call  and  examine  speeimeiis 
of  worlcmimsldp  before  purchasiiig  elsewhere. 

siao:p  oin  :ba.y  AYEisrui^:, 

KEAli  THE  HOST  OFFICE. 


GROWN  AND  FOR  SALE  BY 


FRA-Isrcis  BRILL, 

Mattituck,  L.  I., 

May  be  relied  on  as  PUIIE  and  GENUINE,  and  every 
way  lirst-class.  Prices  on  application. 


Is  the  title  of  a Book  which  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
every  tiller  of  the  soil,  especially  the  farmers  and  gardeners 
of  Long  Island. 

J*rice^  $1.00  Postpaid  by  Jflail, 

Address  the  Author, 

FRANCIS  BRILL, 

Mattituck,  L.  I., 

Or  ORANGE  JUDD  & Co,,  245  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

MA.GIC  fisriL 

TO  EVERY  HOUSEHOLD  AN  INDISPENSABLE  ARTICLE— 

Because  it  is  always  ready  when  wanted  for  use. 

Because  it  is  superior  to  all  otlier  inks  in  color,  in  durability,  and  in  all  other 
good  writing  qualities. 

It  leaves  no  stain  upon  the  lingers,  like  all  other  inks. 

It  does  away  entirely  with  the  ink-bottle,  and  never  needs  replenishing,  except 
with  pure  water. 

It  is  practically  inexhaustible. 

EVERY  POT  OF  THIS  INK  IS  GUAR.A.NTEED  TO  BE  AS  REPRESENTED. 

R.  O.  Root,  Anthony  &.  Co.,  Stationers. 

(i2  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 
Sent,  post-paid,  or  delivered  on  receipt  of  price,  $2. 


A I A CURED  I — For  circular  and  price,  address  S.  C.  U 

TVO  I ll  iViTA  PU1X.A.DKLPHIA,  Pa. 

SUPERFLUOUS  HAIR 


L 


HAM,  riiiladelph*a,  Pc. 


— DR.  LA  PORTE’S — Never  fails  to  restore  lost 
. Manhood.  Circular  free.  Address  S.  C.  Ui*- 


a 


E.  E.  RIOH[A.Rr)SO]Sr, 



Fruit,  Street,  and  Ornamental  Trees,  Flowering  Shrubs, 
Roses,  Grape  Vines,  Hedge  riants,  &c., 

FOR  SAIjE  at  his  GROUNDS,  NORTH  OF  THE  RAILROAD,  AT 

Hrentwooil  Station^  JLong'  Islamic 


P ersonal  attention  solicited.  Orders  Promptly  answered. 

E.  jA.  RA.YNOR, 

Port  Jefferson,  Long  Island, 

DEALER  IN 

HOUSEHOLD  FURHITURE. 

A LARGE  ASSORTMENT  OF 

CHAIRS,  BEDSTEADS,  LOUNGES,  MATTRESSES,  EX- 
TENSION TABLES,  BUREAUS,  ClIAMBJRi  SETS, 
EARLOR  SUITES,  PICTURE  FRAMES,  &c.,  Ac. 

IN  THE  UNDERTAKER’S  DEPARTMENT, 

A LAltGE  SUPPLY  OF 

COFE'IWS,  &o. 

J8S*  ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  HEARSES  ON  THE  ISLAND,  ‘m 
Please  call  and  examine  stock  and  compare  prices  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 


BABYLON  NURSERY, 

3~4  mile  North  of  Depot.  P.  H.  FOSTER,  Proprietor. 

Fruit,  Ornamental  and  Evergreen  trees,  Shrubs,  Roses,  and 
Greenhouse  Phuits.  Very  large  Horse-Chestnut,  White  Asli, 
Elm,  Weeping  Willow,  Sugar,  Silver-leaved,  Negundo,  and 
otliei  Maples,  and  Catalpa,  Apple,  Pear,  Peach,  of  extra  nze. 
Dwarf  Apples;  very  low  by  the  100.  He<lgo  Plants,  Grape 
Vines,  Small  fra^its,  everything  in  the  line  at  lowest  rates.  A 
return  ticket  free  to  all  purchasers,  either  way,  on  S.  S.  H„  R. 

IVK  W FRITITS— APPia!:S---Early  Con^'ress,  Lincoln,  Lord  Suflield,  Grunee’ 
Gollcn.  PEARS— Mi  Vernon,  Dueb.  do  Bordeaux,  Doyenne  Tliiera,  D.  du  Co- 
n.ice,  B.  A.ssompt’on,  Cliuuibers,  Ducheas  of  March.  PEACHES — Clariysa,  Fos- 
ter, Rlood-leaYed,  Early  Boairice,.  E.  Silver,  E.  Louise,  E.  Rivers,  Ricbinoud,  E. 
Albert.  30,000  NORW  A / BI’RUCE— 3 years  old,  transplanted.  MACROPni'IUM 
or  OREGON  MAPf/E.  CaIAGANTHUS— 1 year.  A large  stock  of  DWARF  AP- 
3' ■;  ES  and  PE.4RS,  2 years,  at  lov.'  prices.  Babylon,  New  York,  Sept.  2,  1C73- 


SAG  HAEBOE  EXPEESS, 


PUBLISHED  AT 


Suflblk  County, 


Long  Island,  N.  I. 

— BY — 


JOHN  PI.  I-IXJNT, 

EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR, 

' — AT — 

$2.00  Per  Year,  In  Advance. 


LstEllished  July  14tli,  1859. 

»>-•  -4 


.^Jyertispments  insorteJ  on  liberal  terms,  and  all  kinds  of 
Book,  Job,  and  Lru.v  printing  done  -witli  neatness  and  dispaieh, 
and  at  reasonable  prices.  Legal  forms  of  nearly  every  descrip* 
tion  on  hand,  or  printed  to  order. 


LONG  ISLAND  LEADER, 

THE 

LARGEST,  CHEAPEST,  liEST  LOCAL  NEWSPAPER 
PUBLISHED  IN  SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 


NEUTRAL  IN  POLITICS, 

INDEPENDENT  IN  RELIGION, 

PROMPT  IN  BUSINESS. 


The  Long  Island  Leader  has  within  the  short  period  of  one 
year  acquired  the 

Largest  Local  Oirculation  of  any  Paper  in  the  County  ! 

It  is  non-partizan,  unbiased,  and  gives  a full  report  of  all 
happennings  worthy  of  note  on  Long  Island. 

It  does  not  iutorfere  with  the  Religious,  Temperance  or 
Political  Principles  of  any  person,  but  aims  to  be  fair  and 
just  in  all  its  critieisiins,  and  never  sin-inks  to  strike  heavily 
at  fraud  and  deceit  wlierever  it  linds  it. 

The  Leader  is  sent  out  to  the  public  on  its  merits  as  a 
Newspaper,  and  the  publishers  offer  no  premium  pictures  or 
chromo  humbugs  to  make  it  worth  the  })rice  asked  for  it. 

Its  unparalleled  growth  and  popularity,  its  freedom  from 
prejudice,  and  the  respect  which  if  has  won  for  its  fearless 
attitude  and  independent  spirit,  makes  it  the  best  advertising 
medium  as  well  as  the  most  acceptable  local  newspaper  pub- 
lished on  the  Island. 

Published  at  Port  Jefferson,  every  Saturday,  by  the 

OVERTON  BROTIIERS, 

— AT — 

$2  a Yeisr,  Strictly  in  Advance. 


A-ii  vei  pcx*  Tnoli. 

_____  . I ^ T J m.  | -2  m.  I y m.  I (i  111.  I ] year. 

$i.0u  I ,S1.5C  I ?-2.50  I $y.25  I $r.uij  | | $io.oo 

JoL  Jfrimirijj  in  all  its  Rranciics, 

Evr.m  a Oanl  to  a Book,  executed  with  disiiatch  at  the  lowest 
li  Y.ng  prices. 


THE  WAY  TO  SAVE  MONEY 

IS  TO  BUY  YOUR 

GlWCERIES,  CANNED  FRUITS, 

45Ec.,  *fec.,  at;  tlio 

JSMW  OASH  S®@RB, 

(Branch  of  89  Myrtle  Avenue,  Brooklyn.) 

D.  OLIVER  PETTY, 

With  milTE  & REAST, 

•Jflain  Street^  S^ovt  Jelferson, 

WILLIAM  H.  BAYLES, 

(Successov  to  G.  L.  UENNETT,) 

DEALER  IN 

WATCHES,  CLOCKS  & JEWELRY, 

Silver  and  I*lat€^d  llVrrc,  Sffeetacles^ 
Cutlery,  Stencil  Markiiii?  Plates,  &c., 

MAIN  STREET,  PORT  JEFFERSON. 

X_iott03?ixig  IDoxxo  cxt  Slxoxrt  ISrotlce>. 

Old  TTor/c  re-pluteil  in  a sniperio»'  manner . 

lT.  M.  TOOK ~ 


DEALER  IN 


:M  a.  I M S T R E T , 

POFIT  LONG  ISLANU. 

h.-0-4 


LADIES^  FIEE  WORK  A SPECIALTY. 
jQO^CNistoiri  woiTc  isieatl  y and  i>roiiiplT  y doiieA^LiJ 


FURNITURE 


S.  S.  ACKERLY’S, 


Jflain  Street^ 


Port  Jett'erson 


We  have  the  largest,  and  best  selected  stock  of  Parlor, 
Chamber,  and  Diiiiug-liooni  Puruiture,  Bureaus,  Wash- 
stands,  Tables,  Lounges,  Bedsteads,  &c.,  &c.,  at 

NEW  YOEK  PRICES. 

Give  us  a call.  Satisfaction  guaranteed,  or  the  money  re- 
funded. 

THE  OLDEST  STOLE  IN  THE  VII.LAGE ! 


DEALER  IN 


Dry  Goods,  Groceries,  Provisions,  Ilard- 
wnre,  Wooden  Ware,,  Crockery, 

ACrnCOLTlJRAL  IMPLEMENTS,  &o. 



Oor.  Main  and  Water  Sts., 

POIKV  JEFFEBSOM,  LONG  ISLAl'-iD. 


Goods  ddiveied  free  of  charge  to  any  part  of  the  village, 
or  suburlts.  The  iirst  store  in  the  village  to  adopt  this  plan. 


SELAH  E.  RANDALL, 

Port  Jefferson,  Loner  Island. 

DEALER  IN 


DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES, 

OIIEMIOA.LS, 

PERFUMERY,  SOAPS, 

COMBS  AND  BRUSHES, 

TRUSSES,  SHOULDER  BRACES, 

FANCY  AND  TOILET  ARTICLES, 
BOOKS  AND  STATIONERY, 


FIISTE  GEOCEEIES, 

PAINTS  AND  OILS, 


3?A^TIi:]VT  4&0.,  *fec. 

PHYSICIAN’S  PRESCRIPTIONS  CAREFULLY  PREPARED. 


lei,  F.  FDSTEl^, 

/ue 

PORT  JEFFERSON,  L.  I. 


J.  O.  LEE  & CO., 

Port  Jeit'erson^  JLong  Islana^ 

DEALERS  IN 

S 'X'  O E S , 

TIN  WARE,  SHEET  IRON  WARE,  SAD  IRONS,  PRO  V I- 
DENCE CLOTHES  WRINGERS, 

■ ..^GlLX01JX.T'a«iA3L. 

FANCY  TOILET  WARE, 

And  vaiious  otUei'  articles  pertaining  to  the  trade. 


E.  TXJTEIIEL’S 


i 

CARRIAGE 

MAinOFACTOEY, 

JPort  Jrefferson^  Jfjon^  IsJmul 


At  this  establishment  may  always  be  found  a large  assort- 
ment of  vehicles,  both  new  and  second-hand,  consisting  of 

Rockaways,  Phaetons,  Bugg^ies,  Skeletons, 
Sulkies,  One  and  Two  Seat  Open  Wagons, 
One  and  Two  Horse  Farm  Wagons,  &c. 

PAINTING,  TIIIMMING  AND  IlEPAIPING 

DONE  WITH  NEATNESS  AND  DISFATCH. 

Old  Carriages  and  Wagons  taken  in 
Exchange  for  NTew. 

HAPNESS  (botii  Double  and  Single), 

POPES,  M.ANKETS,  WHIPS, 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  &c.,  &c., 


AX.  WAYS  ON  HAND,  AND 

^ OH  GALE  CHEAP. 


REPUBLICAN  WATCHMAN, 

Jl  Weekly  JVewspaper^ 


PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY  MORNING,  AT 

Greenport,  L.  I.,  IST.  Y.,  for 

$1.50  PER  ANNUM,  IN  ADVANCE. 



I-IEi>q-r>Y  REEVES, 

EDITOR  AND  PUBLISHER. 


DEVOTED  TO 

Local  and  General  News,  and  the  Advocacy  of  Demo- 
cratic Principles. 


Bono  Cheaply,  ITeaily,  Expeditiously,  and  with  strict  Pidelity. 


1 ? 


TKCEl 

LONG  ISLAin)  HERALD. 

(Established  1791.) 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  THE 

, , . ISLIP  FEINTING  & PUBLISHING  CO., 

I AT — 

Isllp,  Suffolk  County,  N.  Y. 


w.  L.  coob:,  hervey  rose, 

EDITOR.  ASSOCIA  TE  EDITOR. 


Subscription  Price,  $2,00  per  Annum. 


The  Herald  circulates  in  every  town  and  hamlet  in  Suflfolk 
County,  and  with  its  large  and  increasing  patronage,  offers  a 
first-class  field  for  advertisers  of  articles  of  merit. 

Advertising  Rates  Reasonable. 

The  Herald  is  conducted  in  the  interest  of  Long  Islanders 
and  Long  Island  institutions,  and  will  be  found  a complete 
record  of  Long  Island  news. 

1.064  Columns  of  Head ing  Jf latter  for 

EYEHi^  Is  uMLLH  COMPLETE  IN  ITSELF. 

£ii  ^ i'.4C  :p  :£n  o o x e s 3?"  xx  m e. 
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All  the  News  for  $2.00  per  Year. 


PUBLISHED  AT 


HUNTINGTON,  SUFFOLK  CO.,  N.  Y. 

EVERY  FRIDAY  MORNING  BY 

JfJElSSJE  Ij,  SJfllTMMj  Editor  3*  Publisher, 


ELKANAH  SOPER,  Proprietor. 


OIF’I^XOEl, 

Opposite  Suffolk  Hotel,  IVEaiii  St. 


Terms  of  Subscription : Invariably  in  Advance. 

To  single  subscribers,  one  year,  in  advance,  $ 2.00 
Clubs  of  Five,  witli  cash,  - - - 9.00 

“ Ten,  “ _ - - - 15.00 

“ TVeuiy  “ - . - 25.00 


The  Bulletin  is  devoted  to  Long  Islanders,  and  coiitalns  a 
weekl;y  summary  of  Island  news.  Its  agricultural  cohiraiis 
will  be  found  of  interest  to  farmers,  while  its  household 
recipes  rendei.^  it  indispensable  to  every  family. 

Sample  copies  sent  free  to  any  address. 
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The  Long  Island  Traveler, 

PUBMSHED  WEEKLY,  AT 

^OUTl-lOT^lJ),  I., 

For  ONE  OOLLAFi  A YEAR. 

■ 

L.  F.  TERRY,  Editor  and  Proprietor. 

►-  o 

Every  Family  can  afford  it.  Contains  all  the  News;  especially 
Long  Island.  A Splendid  Story  ever}'  week,  and  a great 
variety  of  miscellaneous  reading,  rich,  rare,  and  spicy. 
Thoroughly  alive,  and  up  with  the  age.  Sent  on 
trial  three  months  for  twenty-five  cents. 
Correspondents  wanted  in  every  village.  "*^311 
A choice  advertising  medium. 
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Of  all  kinds  executed  with  neatness  and  dispatch  at  the 
Traveler  office. 

Pamphlets,  Haiid-IjiHs,  Eill-Heads,  business  Cards, 
Wedding  Cards,  Visiting  Cards,  Circulars, 
rrogrumines,  Labels,  &c.. 

Are  gotten  u])  at  short  notifa^,  and  at  prices  that  defy  compe- 
tition. Ciders  )n'ornptly  filled. 

If  you  Avant  any  join  ting  done  send  for  an  estimate. 

i , F.  TERRY,  Proprietor, 

Som.tlo.olcA,  In.  X- 
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CREENPORT,  Suffolk  Co.,  L.  I.  ^ 

WM.  R.  T3 XJVA.I.I., 

EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR, 


TERMS;  $1.50,  IN  ADVANCE, 


KEPUBLICAN  IN  POLITICS. 

NEUTRAL  IN  RELIGION. 

INDEPENDENT  IN  ALL  THINGS. 

Devoted  to  local  intelligence  and  tlie  advancement  of  Long 
Island.  It  aims  to  keep  up  fully  with  the  day 
and  be  alive  on  all  live  subjects. 

Already  it  has  done  much  towards  the  development  of  the 
east  end  of  the  Island,  and  the  full  and  graphic  descriptions 
of  Shelter  Island  tliat  have  been  published  in  its  columns  have 
attracted  entej’ijrises  which  promise  to  make  that  place  one  of 
the  most  popular  summer  resorts. 

The  “TIMES” 

Desires  all  parties  wiio  are  solicitous  to  develop  its  advantages 
and  resources  to  contribute  to  its  columns,  as  it  has 
an  extensive  circulation  among  capitalists 
interested  in  Suffolk  Co.  lands. 


“SOUTH  SIDE  SIGNAL,” 

THE  PEOPLE’S  PAPER. 

BA.n3YLON,  B.  I. 


HENRY  LIVINGSTON, 

Editor  and  Proprietor, 


Independent  in  Polities,  Impartial  in  Keligion,  “Square”  in 
Business. 



Having  introduced  the  first  Power  Prtnttno  l^lACTirNB 
EVER  RUN  IN  Sui-'i-'OLK  CouNTY,  it  liiLS  ttlways  maiutuiued  u 
prominent  position  as  a live  Local  and  Family  Journal. 
While  devoted  mainly  to  local  affairs  (every  point  of  im]iort- 
ance  on  the  Island  being  represented  in  its  columns),  other 
matters  of  general  interest  receive  a full  share  of  attention. 
Its  tales,  sketches,  and  general  literary  articles  are  prepared 
and  selected  with  great  care,  each  department  receiving  as 
much  thoughtful  attention  as  the  best  conducted  city  journal. 
In  a word,  it  is  THE  paper  for  all  classes,  intended  for  people 
now  living,  and  is  not,  in  any  sense,  a politicid  machine. 


TEHMS — ixi  ^\.«ivanco; 

ONE  COPY,  one  year $ 2 00 

“ “ Bix  monrhi;' 1 00 

TEN  COPIES,  oi,e  year,  ordered  at  one  time,  sent  to  one  P.  O.  15  00 
TWB'.NI'Y  COPIES,  one  year,  do  do  do  30  00 

And  one  copy  to  t)ie  person  giving  the  order. 

To  Teachers  and  Ciergyineii,  per  annum 1 50 


Having  a larger  oircedution  than  any  other  weekly  paper  on 
Long  Islam],  the  Signal  presents  superior  advantages  as  an 
advertising  mediam, 
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B.  J3.  ST^EiaHT, 

Editor  and  Proprietor. 


IJow  in  its  fifty-second  volume,  is  the  oldest  newspajjer  on 
Long  Island.  It  was  established  in  1822,  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Hunt, 
who  continued  us  its  publisher  until  he  died,  in  1855,  at  wliicli 
time  he  was  the  oldest  editor  in  the  State.  His  son,  A.  A. 
Hunt,  continued  the  paper  in  the  interest  of  his  father’s  e.stato 
until  May,  185‘J,  when  it  was  sold  to  11.  D.  Sleight  and  A.  A. 
Hunt  who  were  joint  proprietors  until  18C‘J,  Avhen  the  sole 
ownership  was  transferred  to  Mr.  Sleight. 

The  Voi'i'ector  was,  under  Col.  Hunt,  the  Whig  organ  of  the 
county.  After  the  disbandment  of  that  organization  it  favored 
the  principles  and  candidates  of  the  American  party,  but  when 
it  commenced  its  new  volume  under  the  management  of 
Sleight  and  Hunt  it  took  an  independent  position  politically. 
Its  tenor  was,  liowever,  Democratic,  and  it  soon  became  the 
open  advocate  of  the  policy,  principles  and  candidates  of  the 
Democracy,  which  position  it  has  steadfastly  lield  for  the  past 
ten  years. 

In  the  summer  of  1860  a daily  issue  was  brought  out  for 
camj)aigTi  purposes.  It  continued  until  the  close  of  the  elec- 
tion, but  prospective  patronage  did  not  warrant  its  condnu- 
auce.  This  was  the  first,  and  as  yet,  the  only  daily  paper 
published  in  Suffolk  County.  The  Corrector  for  some  years 
was  published  semi- weekly,  but  latterly  its  publication  uoy  is 
onl}-  on  Saturdays. 

It  i.s  devote  a to  literature,  politics,  and  local  new's.  and 
carries  under  its  iieadthe  cpiaint  motto:  “Governed  by  prin- 
ciple, imv/arped  by  party,  oft  we  may  err,  yet  aim  to  be  just.” 
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MA.IDSTON'E 

^'team  flouring  J||ills. 

FRENCH,  COOPER  & CO. 


SAG  HAEBOE,  N.  Y. 


These  Mills  having  been  enlarged  and  greatly  improved 
during  the  past  season,  by  adding  new  Bolts,  Stones  and' 
Cleaning  Machinery,  can  now  oiler  to  the  trade  addition  .. 
inducements  for  its  patronage. 

Our  well-known  brand  of  “Maidstone”  Flour,  made 
from  none  but  the  best  Long  Island  Amber  Wheat,  is  belter 
known  than  ever  before,  and  is,  Ave  believe,  cheaper  than  any 
other  Flour  of  similar  grade  in  the  market. 

We  continue  to  make  “IMount  Vernon,”  from  the  best 
selected  White  Wheat;  second  to  none  us  pastry  dour.  As 
both  these  brands  are  of  uniform  quality  they  are  very 
desirable  for  retailing. 

Particular  attention  Avill,  as  usual,  be  paid  to  Gristing. 

We  pay  the  highest  price  for  all  kinds  of  Grain,  and  have 
constantly  on  hand  Feed,  Corn  Ideal,  line  and  coarse,  Buck 
Wheat  Flour,  Graham,  Samp,  Ac.  Send  for  price  list. 


H.  Th"T«.'ETVCI-I, 

S.IG  mi  niton,  .V.  j-., 

W'nOLEs'ALE  DEALERS  IN 

Groceries,  Wood,  Coal,  Agriciiltiiriil 
Iiiiiilciiiciils  and  Fertilizers. 


C3-0  OE,  SB3STI3 


TO 

59  MAIDEN  LANE, 

TV  El  W Y O E is:, 

FOR  / 

PICTURES, 


ALL  KINDS, 

FRAMED  OR  UNFRAMED. 


Ijitemational  Chromo  Go. 


TWOSTERLINB  iABAZIHES 

piirenologIcTl  jotjmal. 

Specially  devoted  to  Kthnology,  or  the  Natuial  H story  of  Man;  Physiolo- 
fjy  and  Anatomy,  or  the  Special  Organization  and  Fuujtion  of  the  Human  Bod}’; 

or  tho  Brain  and  its  Functions;  f hynio{fnotny,  or  tha  Signs  of 
Character  exhibited  in  the  Human  Face  and  Foim;  I'sycoloyy,  or  the  Science 
of  the  Soul;  Socioloyy,  or  Man  in  bis  Private  end  Public  Jtelations;  History 
and  liioyraphy,  or  Man  in  the  Past  and  in  ti  e Present;  Science  and  Art,  or 
the  Achievements  of  Man  in  the  domains  of  the  Practical  and  the  Imaginative; 
Pdiicatinn,  or  the  Methods  of  Human  Develo]  ment  and  Progression;  and  it  ia 
here  that  phrenology  finds  its  best  and  most  in  jjortant  field  of  work.  By  a 
positive  analysis  of  individual  character  it  niinisiers  to  individual  usefulness, 
designating  special  aptitude,  and  indicating  the  methods  by  which  mental  de- 
ficiencies may  be  remedied.  It  teaches  what  each  can  do  best,  and  “ puts  the 
right  man  in  the  right  phvee.” 

□Tei’nifej, — $3.00  a year  In  advance.  Single  Numbers,  30  cents.  Ten  copies, 
$20,  and  an  extra  copy  to  agent.  New  volumes  begin  in  July  and  January. 


THE  SCIENCE  OF  HEALTH, 

A New  First-Class  Health  Monthly. 

This  mngrtzino  begins  its  fourth  volume  with  the  January 
number.  So  far,  it  has  been  generously  supported,  and  the 
publishers  are  encouraged  to  make  it  still  more  w’orthy,  by  a 
liberal  expenditure  for  the  best  reading  matter,  and  for  illus- 
trations, although  from  the  first  it  has  been  ahead  of  all  others 
in  these  respects.  Its  leading  object  shall  be  to  teach  the 
Science  of  Life;  Avliicli  includes  all  that  relates  to  the  Art  of 
Preserving  and  liecovering  Health,  and  promoting  a higher 
physical  and  mental  condition  of  a true  manhood.  It  will  be 
the  exponent  of  every  means  by  which  health  may  be  jire- 
served;  strength  of  body  and  mind  increased;  life  prolonged; 
and  disease  removed.  At  present,  ill  health  seems  to  be  the 
rule;  health,  the  exceptitai.  All  that  is  required  to  correct 
this  is  a knowledge  of  the  uses  or  mis-uses  of  tlie  H^'gienic 
Agencies  and  Mental  Infiueiices  to  which  we  are  virtually  re- 
lated. 

'X'ei'ins. — $2.00  a year  in  advauce;  Single  numbers,  20  cents;  ten  copies, 
$15.00,  and  an.  extra  cojjy  to  agent.  Yohunes  begin  in  July  and  in  January. 

T®i"eruilitrn.s. — Besides  the  above  Club  Bates,  we  are  ofl'eriug  the  most 
liberal  Premiums,  a List  of  which  will  be  sent  on  application.  Local  Agents 
■wanted  everywhere,  and  cash  commi.j3ioiJs  given.  Send  P.  O.  Orders.  Addre.is 
all  lei  tors  to 

S.  K.  VAELLS,  Piiblihhor,  389  Broadway,  New  York. 


SELLING  BOOKS  BY  SUBSCRIPTION, 


O.  ISriCHOLS  & CO. 

-OF  — 

ARE  ENGAGED  IN  THE  PUBLICATION  OF 

Eaic  and  Yaliiable  Standard  Works; 

SELLING  THEM  BY  SUBSCRIPTION  ONLY. 

By  this  method  they  will  reach  directly  the  whole  reading 
public,  multiply  their  sales  ten  fold,  and  place  the  works  in 
the  hands  of  thousands  whose  attention  otherwise  would  not 
be  called  to  them.  And  we  would  call  the  attention  of  Book 
Agents,  School  Teachers,  Betired  Clergymen,  and  all  persons 
desiring  both  pleasant  and  prohtable  employment,  to  send  for 
circulars  of  our  Publications,  to  which  we  are  constantly 
making  additions. 

You  will  find  in  our  Catalogue  the  names  of  the  leading 
authors,  such  as  Hartwig,  Holland,  Gough,  Bowles,  Dana, 
Abbott,  and  Headley,  and  our  aim  will  be,  as  heretofore,  to 
publish  only  books  of  st.andard  merit,  and  by  the  best  authors, 
and  to  furnish  them  to  the  public  at  low  prices,  and  give  our 
Agents  a fair  compensation.  The  sale  of  our  books  thus  far 
has  proved  that  they  have  been  among  the  most  popular  books 
ever  published,  and  ve  believe  it  is  for  the  interest  of  all  seek- 
ing employment,  and  especially  experienced  Agents,  to  examine 
onr  Catalogue  before  making  engagements.  Our  terms  will 
be  as  liberal  as  those  of  any  other  responsible  Publishers. 

Poi  particulars  address  us  above,  and  oblige, 

Truly  Yours, 

C.  A.  NICHOLS  CO. 


NEW  PICTOEIAL  EEFEEENCE 


Published  by  A.  J.  Holman  & Oo.,  Philadelphia, 


CONTAINING  THE 

OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENTS, 

APOCRYPHA,  CONCORDANCE  AND  PRALMS. 

WITH  NEARLY  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  MARGINAL  REFERENCES 
AND  READINGS,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  VALU- 
ABLE AND  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE  FEATURES. 

Illustrated  Pronouncing  Bible  Dictionaiy,  with  400  Elegant 
Engravings,  (acknowledged  the  finest  bound  in  any  Bible.) 
Comprehensive  Helps  to  the  Study  of  the  Bible.  A Complete 
History  of  the  Books  of  the  Bible,  24  Beautiful  Illustrations. 
Cities  of  the  Bible,  with  Magnificent  Views  and  Descriptive 
Scenes  and  Events  in  Palestine  and  other  Bible  Lands.  Over 
200  Engravings.  Beligious  Denominations  of  the  AVorld,  a 
Complete  and  Authentic  History  of  their  Creeds  and  Forma- 
tion. 

Edited  by  tlie  following  Eminent  Biblical  Writers  and  Authors: 

Kev.  Alfred  Nevin,  D.D.,  Prof.  A.  L.  Kawson,  Thomas  H. 
Horne,  D.D.,  Rev.  John  Eadib,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Rev. 

W.  F.  B.  Jackson,  and  Rev.  W.  H.  Munroe. 

All  written  to  increase  the  interest  in  and  simplify  the  study' 
of  the  Word  of  God.  The  whole  embellished  with  nearly 
SEVEN HUNDEED  ENGRAVINGS,  from  original  designs 
by  Dore,  Lintons,  and  other  eminent  artists.  We  claim  supe- 
riority over  all  other  Bibles  for  Quality  and  Character  of  our 
Wood  and  Steel  Engravings,  and  for  the  quality  of  Paper 
used  in  our  Bibles. 

PRICES,  IN  DIFFERENT  STYLES  OF  BINDING; 

$a,  Jbn,  $13,  $15,  $(8,  $20. 

FOR  SALE  BY 

for  Ij.  1. 

^90  LEO.IARD  STREET, 

GREENPOINT,  L.  .1 


The  New  York  Tribnne. 

FOUNDED  BY  HORACE  GREELEY. 

THE  LEADING  AMERICAN  NEWSPAPER. 

DAILV.  I.0PEBY..U-  SEMI-WEEKiY.  ^YI:EKLY,  P.:b  Yb^. 


ks.;ui=dioa  oi-  tha  v.'oi' d.  THE  TEIBUNE,  Se^v  lorA. 

er  ru  een^  fro  oc  aprUcanoE.  >.ddrc.B. 


OPINIONS  OF  THE  PRESS. 

The  following  appeared  in  the  New  York  Herald,  Dec.  14,  1873. 

“ A very  important  step  in  the  progress  of  medical  science 
was  the  invention  of  a plan  for  the  administering  to  tlie  jia- 
tient  the  most  nauseous  and  disagreeable  medicines  without 
offending  any  of  the  senses.  Borne  of  the  most  valuable  rem- 
edies are  so  extremely  obnoxious  to  the  palate,  that  instances 
have  occurred  where  patients  liave  preferred  to  take  the 
chances  of  dying  rather  than  swallow  them  in  their  open  and 
free  state.  Of  the  many  methods  devised  to  overcome  the 
nauseous  taste  of  such  medicines  as  tar,  turpentine,  castor- 
oil,  cod-liver  oil,  etc.,  etc.,  none  have  as  yet  equaled  that  of 
Capsules.  The  numerous  and  great  advantages  of  them  over 
all  other  forms  of  preparing  repulsive  medicines  for  use  are  ob- 
vious ; the  odor  is  entirely  confined,  and  the  medicament  is 
conveyed  into  the  stomach,  without  the  knowledge — so  to 
speak — of  the  tongue,  palate  or  throat.  Tlie  Capsules  posses- 
sing the  most  advantages  are  those  made  by  Dundas  Dick 
Co. , of  this  city,  being  superior  to  any  others  that  are  made 
in  America,  or  that  are  imported  from  Europe,  and  when  the 
quality  is  taken  into  account,  they  may  be  set  down  also  as  the 
cheapest  sold.  They  are  easily  swallowed  by  children,  being 
soft,  and  they  contain  genuine  medicines.  In  this  latter  im- 
portant particular  they  can  always  bo  relied  on.  They  are  put 
up  in  an  elegant  and  pleasing  manner,  expressly  for  the  pre- 
scription trade,  and  they  are  free  from  every  objection.  Tliese 
qualities  have  obtained  for  Dick’s  Soft  Capsules  the  recog- 
nition of  the  medical  profession,  and  they  are  now  the  only 
Cjpsules  prescribed  by  physicians. 

Dundas  Dick  Ac  Co.  use  more  Oil  of  Sandalwood  in  the  manufacture  of  one 
variety  of  their  Capsules  than  all  the  wholesale  ami  retail  drugciists  and  per- 
fumers in  the  United  States  combined.  It  is  a most  valuable  remedy  for  the 
diseases  for  which  it  is  used.  Castor  Oil,  the  best,  safest,  most  useful,  and,  in 
fact,  the  most  valuable  of  all  known  purgatives,  can  now  be  taken  in  a very  agree- 
able and  easy  manner,  in  the  form  of  Dick’s  Soft  Capsule.s.  In  order  to  re- 
duce the  full  dose  of  castor  oil  to,  say  six  or  eight  Capsules,  one-sixth  of  a grain 
of  podophyllin  is  always  added. 

The  improved  style  in  which  Dick  & Co.'s  Capsules  are  now  put  up  has  in- 
creased the  demand  for  tln-in,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  from  foreign 
parts,  and  they  arc  fast  cru.vdiug  all  others  out  of  the  market;  and  this  in- 
creased deir.anu  from  abroad  has  created  the  necessity  of  publishing  their  cir- 
culars in  five  aiffcrcnt  languages— English,  French,  German,  Spanish  and  Portu- 
gese. Largo  quantities  of  the  Capsules  are  exported  daily.  Scarceh,  a steamer 
leaves  for  the  West  Indies,  South  America  or  European  ports  and  even  China  cr 
India,  that  does  not  take  out  an  invoice.  Their  superiority  over  all  others  is 
univei sally  conceded.”  _ , , 

ThefoUouingis  from  the  May  nurnher  of  The  "Physician  and  Surgeon,  publ\s!:e  l 
movtUy  under  the  auspices  of  the  College  of  l^hysicians  and  Surgeons,  Haltimore. 

“Tim  Professors  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  who  lately  liave 
had  the  charge  of  their  Dispensary,  authori7.e  us  to  say  that  they  have  given  a 
fair  tr’a;  to  Dund.is  Dick  iV  Co.’s  Capsules  of  Oil  of  Sandalwood,  and  that  they 
can  roC'>mmend  them  to  the  profossiou  as  a safe  and  speedy  remedy.”— d/uy,  187d. 


APPLETONS’ 


AMERICAN 


NEW  REVISED  EDITION. 


ENTIRELY  RE-WRITTEN  BY  THE  ABLEST  WRITERS 
ON  EVERY  SUBJECT.  PRINTED  FROM  NEW 
TYPE,  AND  ILLUSTRATED  WITH  SEV- 
ERAL THOUSAND  ENGRA- 
VINGS AND  MAPS. 


Tnc  vrovk  originally  published  under  the  title  of  The  Nr  >v 
Amemcan  Ci'GLOPxEoiA  wiis  Completed  in  1863,  since  wliijh 
ti.iu.  (fhe  wide  circulation  which  it  has  attained  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  signal  devlopments  which  lo.va 
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taken  place  in  every  branch  of  science,  literature,  and  art, 
have  induced  the  editors  and  publisliers  to  submit  it  to  an 
exact  and  thorough  revision,  and  to  issue  a new  edition  en- 
titled The  Ameihcan  Cyolopacdia. 

Within  the  last  ten  years  the  progress  of  discovery  in  every 
department  of  knowledge  has  made  a new  work  of  reference 
an  imperative  want. 

The  movement  of  x^olitical  affairs  has  kept  pace  'with  the 
discoveries  of  science,  and  their  fruitful  api)lication  to  the 
industrial  and  useful  arts  and  the  convenience  and  refinement 
of  social  life.  Great  wars  and  consequent  revolutions  have 
occurred,  involving  national  changes  of  i)eculiar  moment. 
The  civil  war  of  our  own  country,  which  was  at  its  height 
when  the  last  volume  of  the  old  work  ai)peured,  has  happily 
been  ended,  and  a new  course  of  commercial  and  industrial 
acti-vity  has  been  commenced. 

Large  accessions  to  our  geographical  knowledge  have  been 
made  by  the  indefatigable  exx^lorers  of  Africa. 

The  great  political  revolutions  of  the  last  decade,  with  the 
natural  result  of  the  lapse  of  time,  liave  brought  into  ijublic 
view  a multitude  oi  new  men,  whose  names  are  in  every  one’.. 
moulli,  and  of  whose  lives  every  one  is  curious  to  know  tl*e 
particahirs.  Great  battles  1-ave  been  fought  and  inqjortant  sieg- 
es maintained,  of  v/hich  the  details  are  as  yet  preserved  only  in 
the  news|jr.pers  or  in  ilm  transient  publications  of  the  day, 
but  which  ougl.it  now  to  lake  tlieir  place  in  permanent  and 
aiuheriic  history. 
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In  preparing  the  present  edition  for  the  press,  it  has  ac- 
cordingly been  the  aim  of  the  editors  to  bring  down  the  in- 
formation to  the  latest  possible  dates,  and  to  furnish  an 
accurate  account  of  the  most  recent  discoveries  in  science, 
of  every  fresh  production  in  literature,  and  of  the  newest 
inventions  in  the  practical  arts,  as  Avell  as  to  give  a succinct 
and  original  record  of  the  progress  of  political  and  historical 
events. 

The  work  has  been  begun  after  long  and  careful  preliminary 
labor,  and  with  the  most  ample  resources  for  carrying  it  on 
to  a successful  termination. 

None  of  the  original  stereotype  plates  have  been  used,  but 
every  page  has  been  ]uinted  on  new  type,  forming  in  fact  a 
now  Cyclopiedia,  with  the  same  plan  and  com])ass  as  its  pre- 
decessor, but  with  a far  greater  pecuniary  expenditure,  and 
with  such  improvements  in  its  composition  as  have  been  sug- 
gested by  longer  experience  and  enlarged  knowledge. 

The  illustrations  which  are  introduced  for  the  first  time  in 
the  present  edition  have  been  added  not  for  the  sake  of  pic- 
torial effect,  but  to  give  greater  lucidity  and  force  to  the  ex- 
planations in  the  text.  They  embrace  all  branches  of  science 
and  of  natural  histoiw,  and  depict  the  most  famous  and  re- 
markable features  uf  scenery,  architecture,  and  art,  as  well  as 
the  various  i.rocesses  of  mechanics  and  manufactures. 
Alt  hough  intended  for  iiistruction  rather  than  embellishment, 
no  pains  La.ve  been  spared  to  insure  their  artistic  excellence  ; 
the  cost  of  their  cxeeniion  is  enormous,  and  it  is  believed 
they  will  find  a welcome  receidion  as  an  admirable  feature  of 
the  CyelMpardia,  and  wnvtli}'  of  its  high  character. 
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This  work  is  sold  to  Subscribers  only,  payable  on  delivery 
of  each  volume.  It  will  be  completed  in  sixteen  hu'ge  octavo 
volumes^  each  containing  about  800  pages,  fully  illustrated 
with  several  thousand  Wood  Engravings,  and  with  numerous 
colored  Lithograj)hic  Maps. 


PRICE  AND  STYLE  OF  BINDING. 

In  extra  Cloth,  per  vol, $5.00 

hi  Library  Leather,  per  voL, 6.00 

In  Half  Turkey  31orocco,  per  vol, 7.00 

In  Half  Russia,  extra  gilt,  per  vol, 8.00 

hi  Hull  Morocco,  anti(pie,  gilt  edges,  per  vot., ....  10.00 
In  Full  Russia,  per  vol, 10.00 


Three  volumes  now  ready.  Succeeding  volumes,  until 
completion,  will  be  issued  once  in  two  months. 

*^*Specimen  pages  of  the  American  Cyclopasdia,  showing 
type,  illustrations,  etc.,  will  be  sent  gratis,  on  application. 

First-Class  Canvassing  agents  Wanted. 

Address  the  publishers, 

-£j.  APPLETON  & CO., 

5-i9  & 551  Broadway,  N.  V. 
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